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Members of the American Friends of Lafayette gather at the DeWint House, 

one of George Washington’s headquarters in 1780. This stop in Tappan, New York 

was one of many that AFL members enjoyed in the Hudson River Valley as part of 

the 2022 Annual Meeting at West Point. 
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President’s Message 
 

 
 

Dear Friends of Lafayette, 

 

 Since the last Gazette was published in late May, the AFL has put the pedal to the metal 

on our planning for the Farewell Tour Bicentennial, has had a substantial presence at numerous 

important patriotic events, has upped its game in fulfilling its educational mission – as 

exemplified by the museum-quality Lafayette panels and the Farewell Tour virtual travelogues – 

and has seen continued sustained growth in membership. 

 

 Please see Chuck Schwam’s report of the status of the AFL’s Bicentennial planning; to 

put it succinctly, numerous state committees are deeply engaged in planning events within their 

regions. As usual, Chairman Chuck is heading the effort. He is making valuable connections 

with other organizations such as America250 and Operation Sail and with important venues such 

as Fort McHenry and Montpelier. We will keep you posted! 

 

 As to events, I count nine separate events since May 20, 2022: Memorial Day 

(Gaithersburg Maryland); Annual Meeting at West Point; the L’Enfant memorial at Arlington 

Cemetery; Henry Knox’s birthday in Thomaston, Maine; Labor Day weekend at the Museum of 

the American Revolution in Philadelphia; the Brandywine re-enactment at Birmingham 

Township; Cliveden (the Chew House), Philadelphia; Yorktown week (it used to be day); and the 

event at the French Embassy. 

 

 A shout-out to the inimitable Chuck Schwam for not only keeping track of all of these 

events, but planning them to perfection. I would be remiss if I didn’t also recognize Bonnie Fritz 

for her day-of coordination of the annual meeting and some of the other events, and Robert Kelly 

for his incredible work on the Yorktown events and for schlepping the Lafayette panels back and 

forth on the interstate. 

 

 As set forth in Graham Brent’s fine article, the panels debuted in five venues in two states 

over seven weeks and were received by the public with great interest and enthusiasm. While the 

panels were a joint effort, Vice President Kelly spearheaded the project, did the initial drafting, 

and brought it home on budget and on time! 



6 
 

The Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette 

 Our other major project to fulfill the AFL’s primary purpose – “to educate the public 

about the life and career of General Lafayette” – is the development of a travelogue app in 

several states covering Lafayette’s Farewell Tour stops, as well as his role in the American 

Revolution and human rights advocacy. With irreplaceable help from Jan O’Sullivan, Governing 

Board member and Associate Editor extraordinaire, we applied for and received substantial 

grants from state Humanities Councils in New Hampshire, North Carolina, and Virginia and 

from the Gould Foundation in New York. Diane Shaw and I are deeply immersed in creating the 

New Hampshire travelogue as I write this. I also want to recognize Frank Womble of Suffolk, 

Virginia for his invaluable help with the grant applications and for his research skills, and Vice 

President Hank Parfitt for his support of the North Carolina project. Hank and Frank will be 

assisting Diane and me in creating the North Carolina stories. In Virginia, we expect to rely on 

Frank Womble, Robert Kelly, and Bill Cole. 

 

 Membership has continued its steady growth. We have reached another milestone: 550 

members! During the period May 22, 2022 to October 30, 2022, 66 new members joined the 

AFL. Virginia, with 153 members, leads with Pennsylvania, New York, Maryland, and North 

Carolina bunched together for 2nd to 5th places respectively. While there is surely room to grow 

further, we believe that the trajectory of our ever-expanding membership rolls means that, as an 

organization, we are on the right track. 

 

 

        Best Regards, 

        Alan R. Hoffman 
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Bicentennial Update 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

  

The American Friends of Lafayette’s Farewell Tour Bicentennial plans are moving 

forward at a meteoric pace. Committees across the country are making extraordinary progress 

with events that will commemorate, celebrate, and educate the American people about Lafayette 

and our 240+ year friendship with the country of France. 

 

I’m pleased to announce that we will have two official libations for the Bicentennial. 

AFL members Robert Kelly (VP & Virginia Committee Chair) and Catherine Dix Allen have 

been working with Williamsburg Winery on an official Lafayette wine for 2024. Williamsburg 

Winery has committed to introduce a “Friends of Lafayette” wine for the Bicentennial, and we 

are currently in discussions regarding label design. The wine will be a red blend that is grown 

from grapes only four miles from where Lafayette visited on October 20, 1824. 

 

AFL member and Chester County (PA) Committee Chair Bruce Mowday has been in 

touch with Artillery Brewing Company in West Chester and Heavy Seas Brewery in Baltimore 

regarding certified Lafayette Bicentennial Beers. This partnership will be enhanced by 

Longwood Gardens, which is located only six miles from where Lafayette was wounded in 1777. 

Longwood Gardens is a botanical garden that consists of over 1,077 acres in Kennett Square, 

Pennsylvania; it boasts one million visitors each year. The game plan is for Longwood Gardens 

to sell seasonal beers (brewed by Artillery and Heavy Seas) using some ingredients from their 

gardens in commemorating Lafayette. In addition, Artillery and Heavy Seas would sell canned 

beer with the AFL and Lafayette Bicentennial logos on the cans. For good measure, the AFL 

would receive a percentage of the profits from these canned beers. Cheers indeed! 

 

In September, I shared with committee members a new trifold brochure that discusses the 

AFL’s plans for Lafayette’s Bicentennial. This brochure has proven to be a powerful 

communications tool for our efforts in 2024 and 2025. We have already presented these at events 

in Brandywine, Yorktown, DAR leadership meetings, and at the French Embassy. This tool has 

proven to be an effective way to promote the Bicentennial. 

Speaking of the DAR, AFL Board member Dr. Patti Maclay has done a remarkable job 

promoting the AFL’s Bicentennial plans with the Daughters of the American Revolution. Patti is 

the DAR’s National Vice Chair for Commemorative Events, specific to the Bicentennial of 

Lafayette's Farewell Tour. Her efforts with the DAR will pave the way for a very important 

partnership between the AFL and this 132-year-old organization with almost one million 

members. 

Patti Maclay and I had two wonderful meetings earlier this Fall. The first was with DAR 

President General Pamela Wright. Patti and I met with her at DAR headquarters in Washington, 

D.C., and the President General was a very gracious host. She had her staff pull out several 

priceless Lafayette-related items for us to see. Most importantly, she was supportive and excited 
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about our Bicentennial plans. President General Wright is frankly one of the most powerful 

women in our country, and her enthusiasm towards our Bicentennial plans made for an exciting 

meeting. 

 
(L to R) AFL COO Chuck Schwam,  

DAR President General Pamela Wright,  

and AFL/DAR Superstar Patti Maclay  

admire several priceless Lafayette items. 

We also met (virtually) with America250, and had a very productive discussion that has 

us inching closer to a full-fledged partnership with this U.S. Semiquincentennial Commission, 

created by Congress. This partnership will give our Bicentennial efforts a national presence in 

2023, 2024, 2025, 2026 and beyond. In December, America250 will start allowing the AFL to 

use their logo on Bicentennial documents, merchandise, and collateral materials. Working with 

America250 will not only help legitimize our Bicentennial effort, but also give us the ability to 

make sure the Franco-American alliance is highlighted in 2026. 

A Bicentennial Communications Committee has been formed with many tasks ahead of 

it. The first would be to update the AFL website to highlight Lafayette’s Bicentennial. Once the 

website is updated, they will concentrate on engaging with local and national news organizations 

as we prepare to commemorate Lafayette's Bicentennial. We also hope to expand our social 

media presence on all platforms so as to generate a Lafayette frenzy leading up to the 

Bicentennial. 
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Vice President Robert Kelly and I had a fabulous meeting with Colonial Williamsburg's 

President Cliff Fleet, Executive Vice President Ron Hurst, and Lafayette interpreter Mark 

Schneider. President Fleet has agreed to support our efforts in two ways: to hold Lafayette-

themed programming at Colonial Williamsburg in 2024 and to provide (and fund) Mark 

Schneider as Lafayette for 25 events in 2024 and 2025. Robert and I could not have asked for a 

more productive meeting. President Fleet and the AFL are anxious to teach Americans about 

Lafayette’s importance in the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries. 

 I recently had a meeting with Tall Ships America that went very well. They are excited 

about the Bicentennial, and we are looking at ways to have Tall Ships at a few Bicentennial 

events. Nothing would be grander than having Lafayette step off a Tall Ship on the southern tip 

of Manhattan on August 16, 2024. 

 

 AFL luminary Jan O'Sullivan, AFL President Alan Hoffman, and others have done a 

wonderful job with grant writing, and we have won substantial grants for Farewell Tour virtual 

travelogues in four states: New Hampshire, North Carolina, Virginia, and New York. This 

certainly bodes well for our Bicentennial efforts. As we’ve mentioned previously in this 

publication, the AFL is working with an app developer on a unique travel component that will 

highlight stops on Lafayette’s Tour. 

 

This app will give folks with smartphones (or other mobile devices) the ability to learn 

more about many stops on Lafayette’s journey in 1824 and 1825. The audio launches 

automatically as travelers approach Lafayette-related sites. What happened at that specific 

location will be explained via audio in 435 words, with supporting images popping up 

simultaneously. The app can also be downloaded ahead of time, so no Wi-Fi or cell service 

would be needed on site. The app also has a website that allows users to learn about these 

Lafayette sites sitting at their home computer. This app will certainly educate the public about 

Lafayette and the Farewell Tour and enhance everyone’s traveling experience in 2024, 2025, and 

for years to come. 
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 As you may know, we have been in contact with Globus Group Voyagers, a travel 

company that specializes in heritage travel and custom tours. Imagine several mini tours that 

would offer motorcoach service and hotel accommodations following Lafayette’s footsteps. As 

an example, we envision a New England tour, a Virginia tour, a New York tour, a Carolina tour, 

and hopefully a boat tour from New Orleans to St. Louis (and beyond). The possibilities are 

endless, and we will be working on specific Bicentennial itineraries soon. 

 Bicentennial committees around the country have started to engage with corporate 

sponsors for funding their specific events. By offering to place the sponsor’s corporate logo on 

our Bicentennial materials, we hope to fund our Bicentennial events. If the company is willing to 

"pay to play," we will not shy away from these opportunities. 

 

Many committees are up and running, while others have yet to be formed. There are 

MANY great events already confirmed and some still being formalized. If your committee has 

yet to be formed, please know that I am working on getting you set up. I promise to be in touch. 

 

 
Patti Maclay and Chuck Schwam working at a French Embassy event promoting 

the AFL, Lafayette, and his Bicentennial in front of the AFL Traveling Exhibit  



11 
 

The Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette 

Traveling Exhibit Featuring the Life 

and Legacy of Lafayette 
by W. Robert Kelly, Jr. 

Vice President, American Friends of Lafayette 

Museums Coordinator, Gloucester County Parks, Recreation & Tourism 

 

 

This past fall, the American Friends of Lafyette (AFL) produced their first ever traveling 

exhibit. Consisting of six pullup banners, the exhibit tells the story of Lafayette’s career from his 

birth to his service during the American Revolution, to his impeccable efforts for human rights. 

This new tool will help expand the AFL’s educational outreach and mission. The exhibit will be 

displayed during official AFL events and can also be loaned to museums, libraries, and schools, 

to help build awareness about Lafayette, the AFL, and the upcoming bicentennial.   

 

Developing a Lafayette traveling exhibit was first discussed during the summer of 2021, 

during a meeting with Mike Steen, Education Director at the Yorktown Waterman’s Museum. 

Over the next year, the project slowly began to take shape. I received considerable research and 

editorial assistance from Alan Hoffman, Dr. Patti Maclay, Diane Shaw, Dr. Bob Kelly, and 

Katherine Kelly. Once we had agreed on the narrative and the images, I contacted my friend and 

colleague Claire Bellecci, a graphic designer and the owner of Mellen Street Creative in 

Hampton, Virginia. Together with Claire and her team, we designed an exhibit with engaging 

label copy, striking historical images, and bright colors to attract attention.  

 

The traveling exhibit was officially premiered at the Museum of the American 

Revolution in Philadelphia, PA on September 3-5, 2022. The exhibit is currently on loan to the 

Gloucester Museum of History (Virginia) through the end of 2022. The Gloucester Museum of 

History is housed in an original 1770 tavern and is located at 6539 Main Street in Gloucester 

Courthouse, Virginia. The museum is open Monday-Saturday, 11am – 3pm. 
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Lafayette, James McCune Smith, 

and Charles Sumner 
by John Stauffer 

 

James McCune Smith was the foremost Black intellectual in 19th-century America. Born 

a slave in New York City in 1813, he became the first African American to receive a medical 

degree (from the University of Glasgow – after being denied admittance to American colleges 

owing to his race) and the most educated before W.E.B. Du Bois. An abolitionist, educator, and 

physician, he was a stunningly original essayist whose published work spanned multiple fields of 

knowledge: medical case reports, social scientific treatises on demography, migration, and the 

effects of climate on lifespan; and more than 100 works of cultural criticism on topics ranging 

from slavery and abolition to chess, poetry, New York real estate, and a series of essays on Black 

manual laborers titled “Heads of the Colored People.” He edited several New York City Black 

abolitionist newspapers and was the New York correspondent for Frederick Douglass' Paper.1 

 

 
James McCune Smith, engraving by Patrick H. Reason 

Collection of the New-York Historical Society 
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He loved languages: fluent in ancient Greek, Latin, and French, his writing also reveals 

varying degrees of proficiency in Spanish, German, Italian, and Hebrew. He read everything 

from avant-garde literature to history, medicine, and ethnology. He is the first known African 

American to have read Melville, including Moby-Dick, which he loved and wrote about in an 

essay that connected the novel to national politics. He used his polymath knowledge and 

curiosity to elevate his race.2 

 

McCune Smith was as accomplished in abolitionism as he was in literature and 

languages. In 1855 he helped found a new political party, the Radical Abolitionists, with his 

friends Frederick Douglass and Gerrit Smith. The party advocated an immediate end to slavery; 

full suffrage for all men and women; and the redistribution of land so that no one would be rich 

or poor. Radical Abolitionists pressured the new Republican Party to be more egalitarian.3 

McCune Smith chaired the Radical Abolitionist party's inaugural convention at Syracuse, New 

York. This was a far-reaching moment of interracial alliance: the next time a Black man chaired 

a national political convention was in 1989, when Ron Brown chaired the Democratic National 

Convention.4 

 

Frederick Douglass accurately summed up McCune Smith's contribution to the 

abolitionist cause when he wrote: “No man in this country more thoroughly understands the 

whole struggle between freedom and slavery than does Dr. Smith, and his heart is as broad as his 

understanding.”5 

 

McCune Smith was no less distinguished as a scientist. He ran an integrated medical 

practice and pharmacy in New York City – on fashionable West Broadway – treating both White 

and Black patients; and for twenty years he served as chief physician at the New York City 

Colored Orphan Asylum. He broke the color barrier in medical scholarship by publishing two 

case studies in prestigious journals. In an 1844 article in the New York Journal of Medicine, 

McCune Smith contributed to the medical debate over the cessation of catamenia (menses) by 

describing five cases of women whose menstrual cycles ceased when using opium. Four of the 

women in his study were White, one was Black. A few years later, in an 1848 article in the 

Annalist, he debunked claims that homeopathic treatments reduced children's death rates in New 

York City orphanages. He called homeopathy “the most deadly quackery that curses the 

nineteenth century.”6 

 

McCune Smith loved numbers as much as words, and he was a pioneer in the use of 

statistics to combat pseudoscientific theories of racial inferiority. Influenced by the writings of 

the European statisticians Adolphe Quetelet, William Farr, and Luis-René Villermé, he used 

statistical methods to analyze society. He collaborated with the Harvard-educated physician and 

statistician Edward Jarvis to expose the errors of the 1840 United States Census, which 

erroneously suggested that slaves lived longer and healthier lives than free Blacks. McCune 

Smith used statistical analysis to argue that there were greater physical and mental differences 

within a race than between the races (an understanding that has only recently become accepted). 

In 1856 McCune Smith was formally honored by White scholars when they elected him a 

member of the prestigious American Geographical Society.7 
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Frederick Douglass called McCune Smith the “foremost” influence in his life: “He was 

not only a learned and skillful physician,” Douglass wrote, “but an effective speaker, and a keen 

and polished writer. . . . A brave man himself, he knew how to esteem courage in others.”8 

 

Lafayette was an important influence in McCune Smith's rise from enslaved person to 

one of the nation's eminent intellectuals. In 1824, as an eleven-year-old enslaved boy, McCune 

Smith met with and delivered a speech to Lafayette, known as the “Hero of two Worlds.” 

Lafayette had served as a major general in Washington's army and had helped the colonies 

achieve independence. He returned to the United States in 1824-25 for a “triumphal tour.” While 

in New York City in September 1824, Lafayette visited McCune Smith's school, the New York 

City African Free School No. 2 on Mulberry Street. Since 1788 he had been a member of the 

New York Manumission Society, which had helped found the African Free School.9 

 

 
African Free School, No. 2, New York, Wood engraving 

Photographs and Prints Division, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture 

The New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations 

 

McCune Smith, the school's star student, was chosen to address Lafayette. It was his first 

public address. He wrote the speech on a broadside sheet, memorized it, and decorated the 

borders with calligraphy. Almost all the other 500 students attended the ceremony, a daunting 

crowd for an eleven-year-old. McCune Smith, undaunted, faced the leader and said: 

 

GENERAL LAFAYETTE; In behalf of myself and fellow-

schoolmates, may I be permitted to express our sincere and respectful gratitude 

you have manifested this day in visiting this institution, which is one of the 
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noblest specimens of New York philanthropy. Here, sir, you behold hundreds 

of the poor children of Africa sharing with those of a lighter hue in the 

blessings of education; and while it will be our pleasure to remember the great 

deeds you have done for America, it will be our delight to cherish the memory 

of General Lafayette as a friend to African emancipation, and as a member of 

this institution. 

 

Lafayette thanked him for the address.10 

 

 
Address delivered by James M. Smith to General Lafayette, September 10, 1824 

New-York Historical Society Library 
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A few weeks later McCune Smith recited his speech to passengers while traveling to 

Philadelphia: “I repeated the address on the deck of the steamer as she floated down the 

Delaware, and received a pocket full of small change, twenty-five cents of which, carefully 

wrapped up in a piece of cloth, I enclosed in a letter to my dear mother as my first earnings.” 

Words, he learned, were a source of money and power.11 

 

For the rest of his life, McCune Smith would refer to his address, and to Lafayette's 

gracious response, as a source of inspiration and hope – for himself, for his fellow Blacks, and 

for democracy – at a time when slavery was expanding and racism becoming more entrenched 

and virulent in the nation. He went on to receive his Batchelor's, Master's, and Medical degrees 

from the University of Glasgow, Scotland, after having been rejected by American colleges on 

account of his race. In 1834, following British West Indian Emancipation and shortly before 

Lafayette's death, McCune Smith became a charter member of the Glasgow Emancipation 

Society and wrote to Lafayette. The general encouraged him to contact friends of liberty in 

France in the hope that the French would follow the example of England and liberate its colonial 

slaves (which it finally did in 1848).12 

 

In his writings McCune Smith contrasted Lafayette with American leaders and generals, 

such as General Winfield Scott, the Whig presidential candidate in 1852 and so-called “hero” of 

the Mexican War, spearheaded by southerners in their quest to acquire more slavery territory.13 

 

In a brilliant 1841 essay on the Haitian Revolutions, McCune Smith describes how, in 

1791, Lafayette convinced the National Assembly to grant French citizenship and suffrage rights 

to “all people of color in the French colonies, and born of free parents.” White colonists on 

Saint-Domingue dragged their feet enforcing the decree; three months later slaves rose up in 

rebellion, beginning a revolution that led to Haiti, the world's first Black republic.14 

 

******* 

 

Lafayette was an even greater inspiration to Charles Sumner, the abolitionist senator of 

Massachusetts. Sumner was two years older than McCune Smith; they would by the 1850s 

become allies and friends in the war on slavery. During Lafayette's visit to Boston in August 

1824, Sumner, a thirteen-year-old student at the Boston Latin school, greeted the Marquis on 

Boston Common. He was one of 2,500 school children, assembled in two long lines and wearing 

a white satin Lafayette ribbon. Thirty-five years later, while recovering from his brutal caning on 

the Senate floor, Sumner received medical treatment in France and made a special pilgrimage to 

Lafayette’s home at La Grange. The visit was “one of my pleasantest excursions,” he wrote; he 

was received with “exquisite grace.”15 

 

Sumner frequently referred to Lafayette as a source of inspiration and exemplar of 

democracy, equality, and human rights. “The True Grandeur of Nations,” his 1845 July 4th 

oration that effectively launched his career as a public activist and intellectual, was partly 

inspired by Lafayette.16 
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A year later, Sumner began a speech on “Slavery and the Mexican War,” delivered at 

Tremont Temple, with Lafayette. He described how, in July 1830, during three days of “glorious 

revolution” in France, the people of Paris “rose against the arbitrary ordinances of Charles the 

Tenth” and gave the dynasty of Orleans to the throne of France. Lafayette, at the head of the 

movement, “made his way on foot to the City Hall through streets impassable to carriages, filled 

with barricades, and strewn with wrecks of war.” With him was the young Samuel Gridley 

Howe, Sumner's close friend and fellow abolitionist. As Sumner noted in his speech, Lafayette 

turned to Howe and said, “Do not join me; this is a danger for Frenchmen only, reserve yourself 

for your own country, where you will be needed.” Howe ignored the request and continued at 

Lafayette's side.17 

 

Inspired in part by Lafayette, Sumner became a major activist in prison reform. After 

reading Lafayette's descriptions of prison life in the Bastille, and his reflections on having been 

incarcerated at Olmutz, Sumner became aware of the inhumanity of continuous solitary 

confinement, which had been commonplace in American and French prisons. He and other 

reformers helped transform prison discipline.18 

 

 
Charles Sumner, Daguerreotype ca. 1850 

Metropolitan Museum of Art 
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In a major speech at Springfield, Mass., in September 1847, on the necessity of political 

action against the “slave power” and slavery's expansion, Sumner called Lafayette “that 

evangelist of liberty,” whose “opinions of slavery are now newly revealed to the world by the 

British abolitionist Thomas Clarkson.” Sumner was referring to Clarkson's letter to Maria 

Weston Chapman, a close friend and colleague of William Lloyd Garrison, who published it on 

the front page of The Liberator in 1846. Clarkson described Lafayette as “a real gentleman, and 

of soft and gentle manners. I have seen him put out of temper, but never at any time except when 

slavery was the subject.” Lafayette was so troubled by the thought of slavery in a land that he 

had helped “redeem” that he told Clarkson: “I would never have drawn my sword in the cause of 

America, if I could have conceived that thereby I was founding a land of slavery.”19 

 

 
Broadside, ca. 1859, Boston Public Library 

Gift of the family of William Lloyd Garrison, 1900 
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During his speech Sumner pointedly asked his audience: “Shall we, whom [Lafayette's] 

sword helped to free, now found a new land of slavery?”20 

 

Sumner's admiration of Lafayette culminated in 1860, when he delivered “Lafayette the 

Faithful One,” at three venues, including Cooper Union on November 30. It was then published 

as a bestselling pamphlet.21 

 

The timing of the speech and pamphlet are important: it was during the secession crisis. 

Lincoln had been elected, South Carolina and Mississippi were in the process of seceding, and 

many Northerners urged the Republican Party to conciliate with Southerners by abandoning its 

antislavery platform of nonextension which prohibited the spread of slavery into the territories 

with the aim of ultimately destroying the evil.22 

 

Sumner focused on Lafayette for two reasons: to pay homage, justly due, to an illustrious 

character whose place in history had not yet been determined; more importantly, because in 

America’s current crisis, Lafayette’s example of fidelity to democracy and human rights would 

help fix popular sentiment against compromising with the rebellious southern states. “We 

Republicans must be faithful” to our antislavery principles, he urged, much as Lafayette had 

been. Sumner’s sketch of Lafayette served as a vehicle for the most ardent wishes and aspirations 

for Black equality. The Frenchman was for Sumner a model abolitionist and human rights 

activist.23 

 

Sumner begins his speech by linking Lafayette to the cause of Human Rights: 

 

I am to speak this evening of one who early consecrated himself to 

Human Rights, and throughout a long life became their representative, knight-

errant, champion, hero, missionary, apostle—who strove in this cause as no 

man in history has ever striven,—who suffered for it as few have suffered,—

and whose protracted career, beginning at an age when others are yet at school, 

and continued to the tomb, is conspicuous for the rarest fidelity, the purest 

principle, and the most chivalrous courage, whether civil or military.24 

 

The Republican Party was a party of human rights, as Sumner repeatedly said, connecting 

the U.S. Constitution to the Declaration and giving teeth to the natural rights of equality and 

liberty. Following Lafayette, the Party needed to remain faithful to human rights.25 

 

Lafayette's life served as a powerful symbol of hope for Sumner, McCune Smith, and 

numerous other Black and White abolitionists. Understanding and appreciating the Frenchman's 

life and writings, Sumner believed, would inspire authors, orators, soldiers, statesmen, workers, 

women – indeed anyone who believed in democracy – to labor and suffer for the cause of human 

rights. Though somewhat faded, Lafayette remains, more than any other “Founder,” a symbol of 

hope for human rights and equal rights for all under the law, as Sumner said. 
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I am the Kates Professor of English and of African and African American Studies at 
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This article is derived from a speech that I presented at the Boston French Consul's 

residence in Cambridge, Massachusetts as part of the 2022 Massachusetts Lafayette Day 

activities on May 19, 2022. I would like to thank Alan Hoffman for inviting me to speak at the 

Lafayette Day ceremonies, for sharing his deep knowledge of Lafayette, and for inspiring this 

essay. 

 

 

         John Stauffer speaking at the Boston French Consul’s residence, May 19, 2022 
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Lafayette and the Cadets of West Point 
by Robert Rhodes Crout 

 

 

 Even before there was a military academy at West Point, Lafayette was very familiar 

with the location. During the American Revolution, Lafayette wrote about the geography’s 

strategic importance to the Americans’ success. From Washington’s headquarters at New 

Windsor, the site had been a convenient place to store arms safely. More importantly, if the 

British could control that position, it would fracture the American war effort in two – New 

England and the Middle states. That’s why Lafayette and Washington were visiting it on the very 

day that Benedict Arnold’s treason became known, and why concerns about that treason were so 

critical. So the location held great significance to Lafayette even before the academy existed. For 

nineteenth century Americans and supporters of America that site was a statement of America’s 

past as much as it was a statement of America’s future. 

 

 
West Point, from Phillipstown, painted and engraved by W.J. Bennett, Library of Congress 

 

As to the Academy, President Jefferson had not at first supported the creation of West 

Point just as he did not support a large standing or permanent army. Yet over the years he found 

it essential to provide for the training of an officer corps to lead Americans into battle. With the 

Napoleonic Wars nearing their end, President Madison and his Secretary of War James Monroe, 

with the recommendation of Academy Superintendent Joseph G. Swift, decided that (for the 



26 
 

The Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette 

benefit of the academy) the time was appropriate to send some experienced American officers to 

France to learn what they could about Napoleonic war techniques, the courses and structure of 

the French military and engineering school, the Ecole Polytechnique, and to purchase books, 

maps, and instruments that could be applied to the young American engineering school at West 

Point. For this purpose, they dispatched two West Point graduates, Lieutenant Colonel William 

McRee and Major Sylvanus Thayer, to France. The two sailed from America in June 1815 with a 

letter from Monroe to Lafayette, requesting that he introduce them “to those who could 

facilitate” the process. 

 

 When the two arrived in Paris, they quickly realized that, despite the restoration of peace 

between the United States and Britain, peaceful relations between France and its enemies had not 

be restored. After fleeing to the island of Elba, Napoleon had attempted a return to power and 

had gathered his forces, which were then defeated at Waterloo. The result was an invasion of 

France itself by a combined army of British and Prussian forces, the imposition of a surviving 

brother of Louis XVI upon the French throne (soon to be Louis XVIII), and a severe occupation 

of the city of Paris (and of the area around Lafayette’s country estate) as well as in other portions 

of eastern France by the conquering armies. Some of Napoleon’s officers were eventually 

executed; several fled to America. The French military establishment was in chaos, and of course 

the Ecole Polytechnique was in disorder. Thayer wrote to Superintendent Swift in October of his 

frustrations. “France is in every respect a conquered country & rigorously so treated. The 

Military Schools are suspended… They … are stripping France of all future means of 

resistance.” Lafayette also reported all this to Monroe in a letter of November 2, 1815, and he 

concluded that it prevented McRee and Thayer’s project of touring French military 

establishments. 

 

The two young officers remained in France for two years, to gather what they could. 

They sent books for the Academy library, and they interviewed available faculty members of the 

Ecole. They met Frenchmen who might become future Academy faculty. After a year and a half, 

the French foreign minister the duc de Richelieu reported to Albert Gallatin, US ambassador, that 

the two young officers could proceed to Metz but not to other fortifications except to examine 

the fort plans on display at the Invalides. The two therefore continued to buy books (about a 

thousand) and whatever maps and models they could find; they traveled to observe from a safe 

distance the forts at Metz, Lille, Cherbourg, and Brest, and planned to leave Le Havre in April 

1817. Thayer returned to America as the new superintendent of the Academy and began 

restructuring it on the model of the courses and instructional materials of the French Ecole. 

 

 When Lafayette arrived in America for the 1824-25 tour, within a month he had made the 

trip up the Hudson River to visit his old familiar locations from the Revolutionary War and to 

see the young school. His acquaintance and now superintendent Thayer and an official party 

were there to greet him at the river’s edge on September 15, 1824, and he rode in a carriage up to 

the plain where he was received by the assembled cadet corps. Later Thayer accompanied 

Lafayette to the school library where he could see the books acquired in Paris and where the 

corps was presented individually to him by Major Worth. From the library, Lafayette visited the 

mess room which had been elegantly fitted for a sumptuous feast – more than four hundred 

people. Toasts were exchanged. Lafayette offered his toast to: “The Military Academy at West 

Point – a school of liberty and equality – two inseparable sisters – the scientific bulwark of 
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national defense; a happy and most precious bond of national union. An old friend of their 

grandfather offers to them his admiration, his thanks, his blessing.” At 6 PM, all rose from the 

table, and Lafayette re-embarked for his next stop at Newburgh. 

 

 The following July 2, 1825, as his tour was coming to an end, Lafayette again stopped by 

West Point on his way back to New York City, then to Washington and Virginia before returning 

to France. The accounts of this visit vary. J. Bennett Nolan’s Lafayette Day by Day said he was 

there at 1 AM. The Essex Register, a newspaper of Salem, Massachusetts, indicated that he had 

arrived earlier at 8 PM. It further reported that the academy having only 25 minutes advance 

notice, rushed to gather the cadets into formation, the band played, and artillery was fired. 

Lafayette then went to the residence of William L. Cozzens (manager of the Mess Hall) (now the 

Visitor’s center location) where he was introduced to the officers, cadets, and ladies. After 

supper he embarked at 11:30. A third account was recorded in a cadet’s diary; it reported that 

after their dinner, when the cadets heard that Lafayette was coming, they marched down to the 

dock to receive him. When he landed, the graduating class paid him a visit, and he remained 

there until midnight. 

 

 Following Lafayette’s tour of America, Superintendent Thayer continued reforms at the 

Academy. He decided it was time to dispatch a recent graduate to France for an update to the 

tasks he and McRee had undertaken back in 1815, specifically, to secure new materials for the 

Academy library, new models of fortifications, maps, and more books. For this task the Chief 

Engineer of the Army Alexander Macomb ordered a young Academy faculty member and 

graduate of the class of 1824, Dennis Hart Mahan, to “acquire information on roads, canals, 

rivers, bridges, construction, and machinery which might be of value to the United States.” 

 

 
General Sylvanus Thayer by Thomas Sully, 1832 
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 Once in France Mahan spent the winter of 1826 in Paris, recovering his strength from an 

earlier illness and improving his knowledge of French, before setting out in April 1827. For his 

first foray into the countryside Mahan concentrated on the Loire Valley to Bordeaux, across 

southern France from Toulouse to the Riviera, then up the Rhône Valley to Saint Etienne. But 

before Mahan left Paris, Lafayette supplied him with letters of introduction to his friends and 

contacts, Audry de Puiraveaux in Charante (whom he suggested show Mahan the naval station at 

Rochefort and the fortifications at La Rochelle) and a Monsieur Vaines. Lafayette suggested that 

his friend Charles Dupin would introduce him along the way. 

 

Lafayette also supplied letters to three principal merchants at Bordeaux, and gave Mahan 

a letter from General Joseph Rogniat, inspector general and the director of the corps at Toulon, 

along with letters to engineers at Strasbourg, Besençon, Lille, and Toulouse, more letters to 

messieurs Appiau, Jean-Etienne Balguerie (a deputy from Bordeaux), and a Monsieur Philippon. 

Lafayette informed Mahan that more letters would be awaiting him at Marseille, while at the 

same time enclosing letters to General Laffitte, Monsieur Romiguières (of Toulouse) and 

Madame Pagie. There were still more introductions from Lafayette in May 1828 for friends in 

London should Mahan travel in that direction. 

 

 Mahan returned to West Point in spring 1830 as Acting Professor of Civil and Military 

Engineering and the Art of War, and was soon promoted to full Professor in 1832, which rank he 

continued to hold until 1871. Who were Mahan’s students? One list of only those present at the 

Battle of Gettysburg included James Longstreet, A. P. Hill, J.E.B. Stuart, Richard H. Anderson, 

Jubal Early, George Pickett, Lafayette McLaws, John Bell Hood, Fitzhugh Lee, George Meade, 

Winfield Scott Hancock, Abner Doubleday, John Buford, and George Armstrong Custer. 

 

 
1861 photograph of Dennis Hart Mahan 

Special Collections and College Archives, Musselman Library, Gettysburg College 
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 By the late 1820s, revolutionary events were developing in France, and in late July 1830, 

they broke out in Paris. During the “Three Glorious Days,” cadets from the Ecole Polytechnique 

led the crowds and were promptly slaughtered by seasoned royal troops. You can see one 

casualty in Delacroix’s famous painting of “Liberty leading the People.” The cause of both those 

lost and the survivors became a celebrated, familiar, and repeated theme during the following 

months of that revolution. 

 

 Upon learning in America of the successful revolution in France, Mahan had written 

Lafayette a letter of congratulations about these successes adding the compliments from his 

student cadets. On November 29, Lafayette replied to the Academy cadets about his happiness at 

their message to him. He said that he saw in their message “a new testimony of your confidence 

in the paternal affection which binds me to you amidst the emotions of gratitude and admiration 

so highly deserved by the French polytechnic scholars. I could find no words more appropriate to 

my feelings than to unite them with my expressed sentiments for the West Point Academicians.” 

 

Lafayette covered his remarks to the cadets with a letter to Mahan, in which he regretted 

that his young friend had not been present for the glorious events, adding, “This revolution has 

been pure and rapid; it will be fruitful. It is not only in France that our old American principle of 

the sovereignty of the people becomes a recognized and practiced axiom.” Lafayette’s words 

were prescient. Soon afterwards, other revolutions erupted in Belgium, Portugal, and especially 

Poland. 

 

 On December 13, 1830, Lafayette stood before an assembly of the cadets in the chemistry 

auditorium of the Ecole. As one young man reported, there was no director, no regulations, no 

discipline – apart from that, they depended on themselves for order. Setting aside his cane, 

Lafayette stood to address the assembly: 

 

I would have wished to come render to the students of the school, upon their 

return the visit of a friend and comrade of the Great Revolutionary Week; my 

infirmities have delayed me until this day. Today I come as an ambassador and 

as a distant ambassador. You know that beyond the ocean, on a river where 

Liberty also has its colors exists an Ecole polytechnique founded on the model 

of the French school. Its students have learned not without a familial emotion, 

your happy efforts for the independence of our country, and they have wished 

to charge me with presenting to you their fraternal congratulations. 

 

 He then read in English and French the Americans’ October 1 letter to the French 

students. After complimenting them on their role in the July Revolution, Lafayette repeated the 

American cadets’ conclusion to the young Frenchmen before him: “Although citizens of 

different countries, the same spirit animates us both, and it is with pleasure that we call you our 

brothers-in-arms and our co-partners in the defense of that sacred Liberty which guarantees to 

the human race the exercise of its rights, and assures the maintenance of constitutional order.” 

As Lafayette finished, the amphitheater resounded with cheers of “Vive le Roi! Vive Lafayette!” 

And “Vive la liberté.” 
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 A few days later, a committee of the Ecole drafted a reply that it carried personally to 

Lafayette, who would then send it on to the West Point cadets. The French reply read: 

 

In working to reconquer sacred rights, we were sure that they beat in generous 

hearts in another hemisphere; the friends of Liberty form only one family, 

whose wishes and works ought to have for their end the progress of society 

towards the knowledge of the true needs and rights of all, across the 

boundaries of nations, to extend a fraternal hand. Happier than us, you don’t 

have to fight tyrants, your fathers have gained for you full and complete liberty 

after which we have always dreamed. We are happy to have had the occasion 

to draw closer the ties of friendship that naturally unite us; believe that it will 

be found beyond the seas in young hearts such as yours that will beat from the 

joy of your successes. 

 

 During the next few years, people on both sides of the Atlantic raised money to support 

the revolutionaries across Europe. Apparently, the West Point cadets were moved by the words 

and actions of their elders across America, the Americans resident in Europe, and other 

Europeans who rallied to the Polish cause by raising money for it, as well as they were moved by 

the courage of the Poles themselves. 

 

In November 1831, Lafayette congratulated the West 

Point cadets affectionately, addressing them “My dear young 

friends.” He then proceeded to thank them for their donations to 

the Polish cause. “It is now more than ever that the vanquished 

altho’ not subdued Poles are in need of friendly assistance. 

Thousand [sic] of them had rather perish on a foreign land 

[rather] than acknowledge their patriotism as a guilt and submit 

to the yoke of a Russian despot.” It was clear that Lafayette was 

not simply responding to young American men who had plans 

similar to his in his youth for a military career. He deeply felt a 

bond for the struggle for liberty and justice as he had felt over 

fifty years earlier. It was reflected in his deep connection (as he 

called it his “paternal affection”) to these West Point cadets. 

 

 These connections today are visible on the West Point 

grounds through such monuments as the Kosciuszko statue, the 

statue to the cadets of the Ecole Polytechnique, and in less 

tangible ways as cadets still ponder their role in the struggles for 

liberty and justice in the world today and tomorrow. 
Ecole Polytechnique statue at West Point 
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Adrienne de Noailles: 

The Extraordinary Life of Madame de Lafayette 
After-dinner talk, AFL Annual Meeting, West Point, NY, June 10, 2022 

by Diane Windham Shaw 

 

 
Skillman Library, Lafayette College 

 

  

When Madame de Lafayette died in 1807, the Journal de l’Empire in France published 

the following tribute: “Everyone should weep for Madame de Lafayette. She was the joy of her 

family, the support of the poor, the consolation of the afflicted, the ornament of her country, and 

the honor of her sex.” Tonight I hope to give you an inkling of how she was able to be all those 

things and more. You may be interested to know that this talk was first given last year as the 

final event in the year-long celebration of 50 Years of Coeducation at Lafayette College. It was 

our alumni women who wanted to hear about Adrienne, and it was an honor to tell them about 

her, as it is a most distinct honor to be able to talk to you about her tonight. 
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When Alan Hoffman and Chuck Schwam asked me to do this, I knew they were planning 

an Adrienne issue of the AFL Gazette, but I had no idea they would be producing the extensive 

issue that they just made available online a couple of weeks ago and are now distributing in print 

at this meeting. There are no less than twelve articles on Adrienne by AFL members—scholars, 

writers, and other keen observers of the world of Adrienne and Gilbert Lafayette—offering new 

insights on everything from her relationship to Catholicism to her treatment in young adult 

literature. I recommend them to you highly. 

 

  Now let’s turn to her story . . . 

 

By the time he reached the age of thirteen in 1770, the Marquis de Lafayette was an 

orphan with one of the largest fortunes in France. His legal guardian—his great-grandfather—

arranged for him to enter the King’s Musketeers—the same regiment made famous by Alexander 

Dumas in The Three Musketeers. It was there that he caught the attention of the Duc d’Ayen, 

who was looking for husbands for his five daughters. In the eighteenth century, marriage was a 

contract and the duke needed husbands of suitable nobility and wealth. 

 

The Duc d’Ayen was extremely wealthy and powerful himself—he was in line to inherit 

his father’s positions as Captain of the King’s Bodyguard, Governor of the Province of 

Roussillon, and Governor of the King’s Chateau Saint-Germain. His wife, Henriette d’Ayen, 

although not of the nobility was the granddaughter of Chancellor d’Aguesseau, one of Louis 

XV’s most learned and respected jurists and ministers. Henriette was well educated, intelligent, 

and pious. At age thirty-one, about the time of the birth of her only son, who did not live, she 

came down with smallpox. Although she recovered, she was badly disfigured and lived out her 

life privately with great emphasis on religious piety. In fact, she wanted two parish beggars to be 

the godparents of her daughter Clothilde, but her husband would not allow it. 

 

The Ayen mansion, the Hotel de Noailles, was on the Rue Saint-Honoré with gardens 

extending to the Tuileries. The house was filled with great paintings by Leonardo, Raphael, 

Rubens, Van Dyck, Rembrandt, Watteau, and Fragonard. John Adams, who visited there in 

1778, said that the Ayens lived in all the splendor and magnificence of a viceroy. 

 

The education of the five Ayen daughters was undertaken by their mother. Every day she 

would gather them around her to talk about the lessons and the events of the day. They learned 

the catechism, the Old and New Testaments, geography, history, mythology, and the plays of 

Voltaire, Racine, and Corneille. They were taught to think for themselves. In fact, Adrienne had 

religious doubts, so was permitted to delay her first communion. 

 

It was twelve-year-old Adrienne, the second daughter, that the Duc d’Ayen selected to be 

betrothed to the fourteen-year-old Lafayette. His arrangement with Lafayette’s guardian included 

a dowry of 400,000 livres. Unfortunately, there was a stumbling block—Adrienne’s mother, the 

Duchesse d’Ayen did not like Lafayette. She thought him too cold, too reserved, and believed 

that the couple was too young. Finally, the Duchesse consented tentatively to the following 

terms: Lafayette had to move into the family’s Versailles mansion, so she could observe him; the 

engagement would be a secret, and although Lafayette knew about it, Adrienne would not be 
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informed for another year-and-a-half; and the wedding would take place six months after the 

secret was revealed and the couple would live with the Ayen family in Paris. 

 

After frequent visits to Versailles, the Duchesse began to melt. She had discovered that 

the young man was actually warm and engaging with “the most active spirit, the firmest 

character, and the most passionate soul.” Apparently, Adrienne had discovered these things too, 

because when her mother broke the news about the engagement, well ahead of schedule, she 

found that she had to try to calm her daughter’s great excitement. The couple was married on 

April 11, 1774, at her family’s home in Paris—she was fourteen, he sixteen.  

 

Shortly after the wedding, Lafayette was promoted to captain of his father-in-law’s 

regiment and posted for duty to the city of Metz. Soon Adrienne wrote to Lafayette that she was 

pregnant. This first pregnancy ended in miscarriage, but not long after she was again pregnant. In 

response to the news Lafayette wrote: 

 

Your news gave me a happiness that I was not expecting. This little being 

is our little being, which makes me happy. It seems to me that we love each 

other more because of it. I am already the most loving father of a family. It is 

so easy when I love you as I do. I could not have believed that your news 

would move me so deeply. 

 

This pregnancy ended happily with Adrienne giving birth to the couple’s first child, a daughter 

they named Henriette after Adrienne’s mother. 

 

It was soon after this that Lafayette made the fateful decision to go to America to aid in 

the cause for American independence. He would do this against the wishes of the king and his 

powerful father-in-law. And he would leave without telling Adrienne who was by then pregnant 

again. Later in life Adrienne wrote about this event: 

 

Monsieur de La Fayette carried out in the month of April the plan he had 

been meditating for six months to serve the cause of American independence. I 

was with child, and I loved him dearly. My father and the rest of the family 

were all in a violent rage at the news. My mother, worried about the effect the 

departure might have on me, was alarmed herself about the dangers, far away, 

to a son that she cherished so tenderly. . . . Her feelings for him made it 

possible to soften my own heartbreak. She herself informed me of the cruel 

departure and took care of consoling me. 

 

Lafayette was at least remorseful, and very eager for forgiveness. He wrote to Adrienne: 

 

It is from very far away that I am writing you, my dear heart, and to this 

cruel separation is added the uncertainty, still more dreadful, of when I will be 

able to have news of you. . . . How did you take my second departure? Did you 

love me less? Did you forgive me? Your laments, those of my friends, 

[thoughts of] Henriette, welled up in my heart in an agonizing way. . . . If you 

knew all that I have suffered, the sad days that I have passed fleeing all that I 
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love in the world! To this misery, shall I join that of learning that you do not 

forgive me? 

 

During the two-month voyage to America, Lafayette wrote a long journal-style letter to 

Adrienne. As the ship neared the coast of South Carolina, he wrote the following memorable 

words: “I trust that, for my sake, you will become a good American. The welfare of America is 

intimately connected with the happiness of all mankind; she will become the respectable and safe 

asylum of virtue, integrity, tolerance, equality, and a peaceful liberty.” 

 

After only two months in America, Lafayette displayed great bravery at the Battle of 

Brandywine but was wounded in the leg and taken to Bethlehem to recover. From Bethlehem, 

Lafayette wrote Adrienne highly amusing letters, making light of his wound and telling her how 

she should act as the wife of an American Major-General. 

 

As Lafayette began to achieve his singular successes in America, including his role in 

encouraging the French to aid the cause, he became highly popular in France. At a gathering to 

honor Voltaire, the great writer himself came up to Adrienne and fell on his knees before her. 

She was also visited by delegations of Americans—Benjamin Franklin and John Adams among 

them—acknowledging Lafayette’s role in the Revolution. 

 

In 1779, Lafayette returned home for a lengthy visit. There he found his daughter 

Anastasie, whom he had never seen and was able to properly mourn the passing of his oldest 

daughter Henriette, who had died at age two. Adrienne was ecstatic to have Lafayette home. She 

wrote to Lafayette’s aunts about her joy: 

 

My happiness is easy to believe, impossible to express. . . . Monsieur de 

Lafayette has returned as modest and as charming as when you last saw him. . . . 

The most distinguished and gracious person in the world, this is whom God has 

preserved for us in the midst of the enormous dangers. For me, when I reflect on 

my place in life to be his wife, I am truly grateful to God. I find myself so far 

from being gracious like he, that I am distressed about it, and then I hope that 

my affection makes up for my shortcomings. 

 

During his stay in France the couple welcomed another child, a son, whom they named George 

Washington Lafayette after Lafayette’s mentor and “adoptive father”—the commander-in-chief 

of the Continental Army. 

 

In 1780, Lafayette returned to America, where he played a pivotal role in the Yorktown 

Campaign, which ended with the surrender of Cornwallis, and ultimately brought about the end 

of the American Revolution. When Lafayette finally arrived home to Paris in January of 1782, 

no one was home to greet him. Adrienne was at a special event with the king and queen. When 

word spread of his arrival, the queen, Marie Antoinette, insisted on driving Adrienne straight 

home in her own carriage. The queen greeted Lafayette warmly and congratulated him on his 

success. When she told Adriene to get out of the carriage, Adrienne was so overcome that she 

fainted in Lafayette’s arms. 
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The next several years were busy and happy ones for the young couple. They welcomed 

another daughter, whom they named Marie-Antoinette Virginie, to be known as Virginie, after 

the place where Lafayette had attained such success in America. Upon the birth of Virginie, Ben 

Franklin wrote to Lafayette, saying that it was clear that all of Lafayette’s subsequent children 

would be named after American colonies, and while Carolina and Georgia would do well for the 

girls, he did not think that Massachusetts and Connecticut would sound at all good for the boys. 

Soon after Virginie’s birth, the couple moved into their own home, frequently entertaining 

American visitors, including the Adamses and the Jays. Mrs. Jay’s daughter Abigail described 

Adrienne as “sprightly and very pleasing. I had always heard she was handsome; I do not think 

so; she was not painted and very little dressed.” 

 

One of the causes they become involved with was the purchase of a plantation at 

Cayenne in the French colony of Guyane in South America, where Lafayette wanted to try an 

experiment in the gradual emancipation of the enslaved people he had purchased with the 

property. His goal was to educate the enslaved, teach them a useful trade, and then to free them. 

He had become by this time an ardent opponent of slavery. Much of the running of the Cayenne 

estates fell to Adrienne as Lafayette became increasing drawn into the unfolding drama that 

became the French Revolution. Adrienne relished this role, corresponding frequently with the 

estate managers as well as the priests at a nearby seminary, whom she had asked to look after the 

religious welfare of the slaves. Another cause important to both Lafayettes was the treatment of 

Protestants in France, who essentially had no rights. Lafayette lobbied for reforms that improved 

the situation for Protestants just before the Revolution, and Adrienne supported his work. 

 

In the early days of the French Revolution, Lafayette was one of the leaders. As head of 

the National Guard of Paris, he had charge of all military and police matters in the city. Adrienne 

participated as well in the new order of things. She and twelve-year-old Anastasie and ten-year-

old George took up collections for the poor at parish churches, prayed for the dead and citizens 

wounded in the storming of the Bastille, and attended blessings of battalion colors. She donated 

silver items to the national mint and instructed her staff to buy only the dark bread served in poor 

houses. Just as Lafayette was celebrated as the city’s “father-provider,” Adrienne was called the 

“universal mother.” Still, she was worried. According to daughter Virginie, who later wrote 

about her mother’s role: 

 

She did the honors of her house in a way that charmed her numerous 

guests, but what she suffered in the depths of her heart could not be judged 

except by those who heard her speak of it. She saw my father at the head of a 

revolution, the end of which was impossible to foresee. She judged each 

misfortune, each disorder, completely without illusions. She was, however, 

always sustained by my father’s principles and so convinced of the good that 

he could do, of the evil that he was able to prevent, that she endured with 

incredible strength the continual dangers to which he was exposed. Never, she 

told us, did she see him go out during those days without thinking that she was 

saying goodbye to him for the last time. No one was more terrified than she of 

the perils, in those days, to those she loved, but she rose above herself and was, 

with my father, devoted to the hope of preventing crimes. 
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As time passed, Lafayette’s centrist position as a supporter of the constitutional 

monarchy became more and more unacceptable to the increasingly radical leaders of the 

Revolution. He was forced to flee France in August of 1792, when the Assembly ordered him to 

relinquish his command with the northern armies and began to prepare an indictment against him 

for treason. Lafayette hoped to escape to England and then to America, but he was captured at 

the Belgian border by the Austrians, who had declared war on France that spring because of the 

Revolution. Uncertain about his future, Lafayette wrote the following to Adrienne: 

 

As for me, my ruin has long been determined. With more ambition than 

moral principles, I could have had a very different life than this; but there will 

never be any connection between me and criminal acts. I have, to the last, 

upheld the Constitution, to which I swore allegiance. You know that my heart 

would have been republican if my reason had not given me this shade of 

royalism, and if my fidelity to my oaths and to the national will had not made 

me a defender of the constitutional rights of the king; but the less others dared 

to resist, the more my voice was raised; and I became the target of all the 

attacks. 

 

I do not know how long my journey will be delayed, but I am going to 

England, where I wish that all my family might come to join me. . . . I make no 

excuse, neither to my children, nor to you, for having ruined my family. There 

is not one of you who would wish to owe his fortune to conduct contrary to my 

conscience. Come join me in England; let us establish ourselves in America; 

we will find there the liberty that no longer exists in France, and my love will 

seek to compensate you for all the happiness that you will have lost. Good bye, 

my dear heart. 

 

Adrienne was then in south central France at Lafayette’s birthplace, the Chateau 

Chavaniac. She felt compelled to send George Washington Lafayette into hiding and sent her 

daughters to another chateau some distance away. When all seemed quiet, she allowed them to 

return. Then on September 10, 1792, a party of soldiers arrived with orders from Paris to arrest 

them all. After an impassioned appeal she was allowed to return to Chavaniac under house arrest. 

It was soon after that she learned that Lafayette had never made it to England and had instead 

been imprisoned by the Prussians to whom he had been transferred by the Austrians. She wrote 

letter after letter to George Washington asking him to intercede on Lafayette’s behalf. 

Diplomatically constrained, Washington sent money to Adrienne and prayers, but did nothing. 

She wrote many other letters, among them one to the King of Prussia. 

On November 13, 1793, Adrienne was arrested and imprisoned at Brioude and in May of 1794, 

she was transported to Paris and interned at Plessis prison. There she wrote a new will, which 

included the following words: 

 

With all my heart, I forgive my enemies, if I have any, my persecutors, 

whoever they may be, and likewise the persecutors of him whom I love. I pray 

God to fill them with good things and to pardon them as I pardon them. Thou 

wilt not reject my prayers for those I love, and Thou wilt treat us according to 

the greatness of Thy mercy. Have pity upon me, O my God! 
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I declare that I have never ceased to be faithful to my country; that I have 

never taken part in any intrigue that could have disturbed it; that my most 

sincere wishes are for its happiness; that the principles of my attachment to it 

are unshakeable; and that no persecution, from whatever quarter it might come, 

can change them. A model very dear to my heart gives me an example for 

these sentiments. 

 

I give to my children my most tender blessings and I ask God, in return for 

this life that I would have liked to devote to their happiness, to assure it 

himself, by making them worthy of Him. 

 

It is in the name of Jesus Christ that I pray for all these blessings. Filled 

with confidence in Thy loving kindness, I deliver up my dear children, I 

deliver up my soul into Thy hands. I know my God, that Thou art powerful 

enough to restore them to me on the great day of Eternity and to unite us all in 

a place where we may bless Thee forever. In Thee and in Thee alone I have put 

my trust. Have mercy on me, O my God! 

 

Adrienne was saved from almost certain death by the intersession of the American 

Minister in Paris, Gouverneur Morris. He reminded the French government that Madame 

Lafayette’s execution would damage the warmth of feeling that America felt toward the French 

Revolution and that America was the only nation in the world that was still friendly to the French 

Republic. His admonishment was enough to save her life, but not to free her from prison. 

 

In the summer of 1794, Adrienne’s grandmother, her mother, and her sister Louise were 

arrested and taken to Luxembourg Palace in Paris which was being used as a prison. After a trial 

in which her grandmother was mocked for being deaf, they were taken to the guillotine. A priest 

was able to follow their carts in disguise and give them absolution. He later wrote about the 

scene, describing each execution in turn. Their bodies were taken to the grounds of a former 

convent on the Rue de Picpus and thrown into one of two pits containing more than 1,000 

bodies. Just five days later the Reign of Terror came to a close. 

 

Adrienne was finally freed in January 1795, and she had one consuming goal—to get to 

Austria where Lafayette was now imprisoned in the fortress of Olmütz and win his freedom. If 

that failed, she planned to join him in his cell. First, she arranged to send George Washington 

Lafayette to America to his father’s friends. Her daughters—Anastasie and Virginie—she would 

take with her to Austria. By September 1795 she was on her way to Lafayette. Unable to 

convince the government to free him, she was issued a certificate of incarceration and she and 

her daughters were reunited with Lafayette as the doors clanged shut behind them. For the next 

two years they would endure the horrible deprivations and unhealthy atmosphere of this prison. 

 

Adrienne at first busied herself by writing an account of her mother’s life—written with 

toothpicks in the margins of another book. Later she became quite ill with fevers, rashes, and 

swollen limbs. The Austrian emperor realizing that Lafayette’s plight was gaining too much 

international attention, agreed to let Adrienne leave for medical attention, if she would promise 
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not to return. Of course, she refused to promise and so was not allowed to go. The family became 

quite celebrated as the Prisoners of Olmütz. Prints were created and poems were written about 

them and there were numerous attempts to secure their freedom. 

 

Finally in September 1797 the family was freed through the intercession of General 

Napoleon Bonaparte, whose troops had conquered much of western Europe. From Olmütz the 

family traveled to Danish Holstein and the Netherlands where they remained in exile until 1799, 

when they returned to France. Adrienne had gone back to France in advance and negotiated the 

return of one of her family estates, La Grange, which was located about thirty miles east of Paris. 

There Lafayette lived in semi-retirement during the reign of Napoleon. 

 

Adrienne had the life of her mother that she had written at Olmütz printed clandestinely 

on a private press. Lafayette College has a copy of this rare original printing—one of only six 

copies known to exist. One other very important task for Adrienne was the establishment of a 

tomb for her mother. After several years of searching, Adrienne and her sister Pauline finally 

located the site of the two pits off the Rue de Picpus where victims of the Reign of Terror had 

been interred. They arranged to have the cemetery restored and cared for by the Ladies of the 

Sacred Heart and of Perpetual Adoration. 

 

In August of 1807, the illness that Adrienne had contracted at the prison of Olmütz 

recurred. She died on Christmas Eve surrounded by her family. Her final words were for 

Lafayette: “I am yours alone.” She was buried at Picpus. Lafayette mourned her deeply. In a 

letter to his old friend the writer Madame de Stael soon after Adrienne’s death, he wrote: “You 

are right . . . to be certain that I am very unhappy. I am more unhappy than I believed I could 

bear. The incomparable woman whom I married when I was sixteen and she was fourteen was so 

deeply fused into my existence that it was necessary to have lost her in order to know what part 

of myself would cease to live.” In 1834, more than a quarter of a century later, Lafayette was 

buried by her side at Picpus, the cemetery she had created. 

 

I would like to close by observing that just about everyone who writes about Adrienne is 

not only astonished by her remarkable life story, but also deeply moved by the person that she 

was. There are many such tributes, but I would like to share some of the words that AFL member 

Paul Spalding has written about her in his fine Gazette article. No one has expressed it better. 

Paul writes: 

 

Adrienne de La Fayette (1759-1807) was one of the outstanding heroic 

actors of the Revolutionary period. After she barely survived incarceration by 

radical Jacobins, her imagination, resourcefulness, and persistence allowed her 

to rescue the person who, at the time and for decades to come, most 

consistently embodied for the world the universal values of liberty, human 

rights, constitutional democracy, and national independence: her husband 

Gilbert. She very likely saved his life by ending his solitary confinement at a 

prison deep in central Europe, serving as his amanuensis with the outside 

world, and by helping to make his incarceration a celebrated cause among a 

growing international reading public. Though the Jacobins had seized all the 

family fortune, Adrienne received monetary gifts from admirers and managed 
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to open lines of credit to give Gilbert the economic means to shape a new life. 

After his release into uncertain exile, she helped give him places to live, 

initially at and near the estate of her aunt on the periphery of northern Europe. 

She then provided Gilbert with a permanent home in the form of property that 

she managed to recover in France. 

. . . 

 

Adrienne de La Fayette rescued, supported, and preserved a person who 

embodied the struggle for liberty and human rights. But her remarkable life 

also makes clear that she was, preeminently, such a person herself. 
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Anna Riker Spring’s Memoir of Lafayette’s Farewell 

Tour Visits to New York City Rediscovered 
by Alan R. Hoffman 

 

 

Lafayette’s Final Visit to New York City 

 

 After having returned to Boston on June 15, 1825 from his southern and western 

campaigns to help lay the cornerstone of the Bunker Hill Monument, Lafayette made a 

whirlwind tour of northern New England – New Hampshire, Maine, and Vermont – checking off 

the final boxes on his 24-state itinerary. On July 3, 1825, he arrived in New York City – 

Manhattan – for his fourth and final visit, which extended to July 14 when he crossed the Hudson 

River to New Jersey. 

 

 The July 4 holiday was a typically busy day for the road warrior who seemed to relish the 

parades, militia reviews, dinners, and meet-ups with children, war veterans, private societies, and 

the general public. The Commercial Advertiser issues for July 5 and 6 provided extensive 

coverage of Lafayette at these events on July 4: consecutive parades by the military, fire 

companies, and the trades in Manhattan; a church service at which the Declaration of 

Independence was read; speeches in City Hall; a visit with members of the Society of the 

Cincinnati; an elaborate dinner at City Hall; a performance at the Park Theatre; and a fireworks 

display attended by 7,000 to 9,000 people at Castle Garden. The first event on the morning of 

July 4, the laying of the cornerstone of the Apprentices’ Library in Brooklyn, was covered in 

detail on July 7 by The Patriot. 

 

 Reports of Lafayette’s activities in New York City after these July 4 events are relatively 

sparse. Auguste Levasseur, author of Lafayette in America in 1824 and 1825 (Lafayette Press, 

2006) translated by Alan R. Hoffman, explains the reason for this relative lack of press attention 

to Lafayette: 

 

 After the emotions of such a day [July 4], the General had great need of 

some rest, and the citizens, always attentive to what could be agreeable to him, 

left him for several days to be delivered up to the attentions, no less sweet but 

more relaxed, of personal friends. It was with delight that he devoted this time 

to the friendship of his former companions-in-arms such as Colonel Fish, 

Colonel Platt, Colonel Willett, Colonel Varick, General Van Courtlandt, and so 

many others whose names escape my memory, but who would certainly not 

have escaped his memory if he had written this journal himself, for it never 

betrayed him in regards to his friends. 

(Levasseur, p. 525) 

 

 During this period of rest and restoration, the New York press continued to report on all 

things Lafayette, albeit less extensively. There was a brief mention that Lafayette attended an 

exhibition of “transparent paintings” on July 5. It was reported that, on July 8, Lafayette attended 

a benefit performance at the Chatham Theatre. There was a detailed account of Lafayette’s 



41 
 

The Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette 

attendance at a balloon ascension at Castle Garden on July 9, and a shorter report of Lafayette’s 

crossing the Hudson to visit the home of his comrade-in-arms Richard Varick in Paulus Hook, 

New Jersey and the presentation of the longboat American Star by its crew who had ferried him 

to New Jersey and back to Manhattan. (In his journal, Levasseur presents a detailed account of 

the history of the American Star, its victory in a race with a longboat crewed by English sailors, 

the gifting of the boat to Lafayette, and its delivery to La Grange where it sits in an outbuilding 

constructed to protect it.) (Levasseur, pp. 525-528) 

 

 There were reports that the General attended a performance at Lafayette Circus on July 

11 and dined with Richard Rush, Minister of Great Britain on July 12. On July 13, the 

Commercial Advertiser reported on the military preparations for Lafayette’s departure on the 

following day. Finally, on July 14, in an article which described Lafayette’s final departure from 

New York, it was reported that: “Yesterday, the General visited Staten Island, to pay a farewell 

visit to Mrs. Tomkins, accompanied by the Recorder [Richard Riker], Alderman King, and 

William Bayard, Esq.” 
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Lafayette Takes the Staten Island Ferry 

 

 When the Cadmus arrived in New York Bay from France on August 15, 1824, and was 

greeted by an artillery salute from Fort Lafayette on the site now occupied by one of the 

Brooklyn supports of the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, New York authorities diverted Lafayette’s 

party to Staten Island with the explanation that it was Sunday, and the city was not ready to 

receive “The Nation’s Guest.” Thus, Lafayette spent the rest of that day at the residence of 

Daniel Tomkins, President Monroe’s Vice President. On Monday, August 16, 1824, with a 

flotilla of boats, the steamboat Chancellor Livingston brought Lafayette and his party to Castle 

Garden, where Lafayette was welcomed officially to the United States. 

 

 When Lafayette returned to New York City for the last time on July 3, 1825, Vice 

President Tomkins had died recently (on June 11), leaving his wife Hannah a widow. To pay his 

respects to Mrs. Tomkins in such circumstances was an act of kindness that was natural for 

Lafayette. His reaction to the deaths of two of Lafayette’s Massachusetts friends provides 

another example. When he learned that Governor William Eustis, his host at the Governor’s 

Mansion, the Shirley-Eustis House in Roxbury, Massachusetts on the night of August 23-24, 

1824, had died on February 6, 1825, Lafayette wrote Mrs. Eustis a lovely condolence letter. 

When he returned to Boston for the Bunker Hill ceremonies and was greeted at the State House 

on June 16, he said these words in response to Governor Levi Lincoln’s address: “[P]ermit me 

here, sir, most deeply to mourn the recent loss of my two friends [ex-Governors Brooks and 

Eustis], your respected Predecessors, who had so heartily joined in the late welcome, I have had 

the happiness, after a long absence to receive from the people of this State, …” (The Evening 

Post, June 18, 1825, p. 3) John Brooks, like Eustis, a veteran of the American Revolution, and 

Massachusetts Governor from 1816-1823, had hosted Lafayette at his home in Medford, 

Massachusetts August 28, 1824; he had died on March 1, 1825. 

 

 In 2009, I learned some interesting details about Lafayette’s revisit to Staten Island. I had 

given a talk in 2007 – “Lafayette and the Farewell Tour: Odyssey of an American Idol” – at the 

Brownell Library in Little Compton, Rhode Island, where we have a summer cottage. The crowd 

was sparse, not much more than a handful, but attentive. After my talk ended, a nice gray-haired 

lady with a walker stayed on, purchased a copy of my translation of Levasseur’s journal, and told 

me about a document, a memoir about Lafayette’s visits to New York City during the Farewell 

Tour, which she had inherited from her mother. Subsequently, in the summer of 2008, she sent 

me a copy of the document. 

 

 The document is 27 pages, hand-written, and titled “Personal recollections of Anna E. 

Spring of the visit of Gen. LaFayette to the country in 1824.” It concludes: “These recollections 

are written at the request of my nephew, Richard Riker. I was then sixteen years of age, am now 

eighty.” Anna Spring’s father, Richard Riker, was an important New York City official, “the 

Recorder,” who functioned as deputy mayor. In that capacity, he spent considerable time with 

Lafayette when he was in New York during the Farewell Tour. 
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First page of Anna E. Spring’s handwritten recollections 
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In 2016, at the New England Historic Genealogical Society, I saw a typewritten 

document which appeared to be the same memoir that I had obtained in Little Compton. The 

NEHGS document was a recent acquisition. It is appended to this article. 

 

 Anna (Riker) Spring died at the age of 87 in 1896, seven years after she had written her 

memoir. One of her sisters, Jennett (Riker) Wilson died on October 9, 1900. Five days later, on 

October 14, 1900, The New York Times published an interview with the surviving Riker sister, 

Elizabeth Riker Spring, and included, with her permission, excerpts from Anna’s memoir. 

 

 When asked to tell of Lafayette and her father’s famous duel, Mrs. 

[Elizabeth Riker] Spring produced the ‘Personal Recollections of Gen. 

Lafayette’s Reception, by Recorder Riker,’ his warm friend, as set down by the 

Recorder’s eldest daughter, Anna, who tells with interesting detail, hitherto 

unpublished, of the great General’s visit to and stay in this city. Through the 

courtesy of Mrs. Spring THE NEW YORK TIMES is permitted to reproduce 

portions of this record: … (The New York Times, Oct. 14, 1900, p.26) 

 

 The excerpts which The Times published in 1900 did not include Lafayette’s second visit 

to Staten Island. So far as I can determine, the Gazette’s publication of the entire memoir, 

including the trip to Staten Island, is a “scoop.” 

 

 Anna Spring notes that prior to the Staten Island excursion, she, her cousins, and her 

sister Elizabeth had met Mr. Levasseur, Lafayette’s secretary, “whom we found very agreeable.” 

(NEHGS document, p. 10) She continues that, “It was sometime early in August [actually July 

13, 1825] that my father with the Gen., his son and Secretary, and several of the Common 

Council, were going to pay a visit of condolence to the widow of Gov Tomkins, … , that a 

steamer had been chartered for the occasion, and that my sister and myself, with my cousin Jane 

Lawrence, who was staying with us, could also go.” (NEHGS document, p. 10) Among the party 

who took the steamer from the Battery were Joseph Coolidge and Ellen Randolph Coolidge, 

Thomas Jefferson’s granddaughter, and Richard Rush, former Minister to England, and his wife. 

 

 Here is Anna Spring’s account of the rest of the day: 

 

 There were no other ladies, but there were quite a number of gentlemen on 

board the boat, and I remember that our sail down the bay was very delightful. 

M. Le Vasseur came to the part of the boat where my cousin, sister and myself 

were seated. After conversing a while with us, he took from his vest pocket 

some blank cards, saying that he would write some words applicable to each 

one of us. He handed the first to my cousin, and we read the words ‘La Beauté’ 

[Beauty]. I thought it well suited to her. He handed the next card to my sister 

upon which were written the words ‘La Bonté’ [Kindness]. I thought that too 

very applicable. Then he looked up at me, and I can remember to this day, that 

I felt quite indifferent as to what he would write. Then he handed me the third 

card, and I read the words ‘Coeur de marbre’ [Heart of stone]. I objected 
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slightly. He answered quickly – ‘Wait till the lovers flock around you, and see 

if my words are not verified.’ And they were. 

 

 When we reached Staten Island the ladies were all left at the hotel while 

the gentlemen made their visit to Mrs Tompkins. After a while we were served 

with lemonade and cake. My father told me afterwards that he was requested 

by the other gentlemen to address Mrs Tompkins in their joint names, and that 

she received them in the usual dignified manner of old ladies of the day, and 

answered them in a few words with restrained emotion, but evident 

gratification. (NEHGS document, p. 11-12) 

 

 While Anna Spring’s memoir, written 65 years later, is often inaccurate as to dates of the 

events it describes, it affords us a bird’s-eye view of Lafayette’s interactions with a prominent 

New York family, as well as a charming vignette about three young girls being teased and 

entertained by Lafayette’s private secretary on a Staten Island ferry. 

 

 

 

Author’s Note 

 

 The NEHGS document substantially tracks the Little Compton handwritten memoir. 

There are about 25 edits, most of them minor clean-ups of a draft document. There are about 

seven substantive edits including the addition of twenty lines of text on page 2 which are not 

germane to Lafayette’s visit. Page 1 of the NEHGS document reflects that the author wrote the 

memoirs. “[at] the request of my young cousin Gertrude Hoyt,” while, as noted above, in the 

handwritten draft, the author credits her nephew Richard Riker for the request. 

 

 Perhaps, the most important part of Anna Spring’s recollections appears at pages 6-8 

where the author describes a night with Lafayette at the theater and a night at the fête at Castle 

Garden from the perspective of someone who was in the room where it happened. She also 

describes a private visit by Lafayette to the Riker home on Fulton Street. (NEHGS document, p. 

9-10) According to Mrs. Spring, “We four young girls met the Gen. at the head of the stairs. The 

Gen. afterwards spoke of it as being a very pretty welcome on our part.” 

 

 My great thanks to Judy Lucey, Senior Archivist, and the NEHGS for permission to 

publish the Riker document. The source citation is “Neilson McVickers Sutton Papers, Mss 1257 

R. Stanton Avery Special Collections, New England Historic Genealogical Society.” 
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Lafayette Broadsides at Tremont Temple Gathering 

Marking the Execution of John Brown, 1859 
by Diane Windham Shaw 

 

 

 

Reading Alan Hoffman’s piece in the last AFL Gazette on what he has dubbed “Lafayette’s 

Lament” motivated me to find out more about the spectacular broadside at the Boston Public Library 

emblazoned with the lament: “I never would have drawn my sword in the cause of America, if I could 

have conceived that thereby I was founding a land of slavery.” The broadside is large (42 x 30 inches) 

and dramatically printed with heavy wood type in varying sizes. We used a facsimile in the 2016 Grolier 

Club exhibition on “Lafayette and the Antislavery Movement” because the original was too fragile to 

travel. My research on the broadside for the exhibition had yielded a tantalizing note that it had been 

displayed at Boston’s Tremont Temple during a service marking the execution of John Brown in 

December 1859. 

 

In the pages of The Liberator, William Lloyd Garrison’s abolitionist Boston newspaper, we find 

the full story. The issue for December 9, 1859, reports the following: 

 

An immense assemblage of the people of Boston gathered in the Tremont Temple 

on the evening of Friday, December 2d, the day appointed for the execution of John 

Brown, at Charlestown, near Harper’s Ferry, in the State of Virginia. During the 

afternoon, the telegraph wires had brought the tidings of the old man’s death. With 

conflicting emotions, the thousands who had learned to venerate the character and 

motives of John Brown, though they might not approve of all his methods of action, 

flocked together until the walls of the Temple were crowded, as probably they never 

were crowded before. It is estimated that more than three thousand persons were 

unable to gain admittance within the spacious Temple. 

 

It was further reported that “the hall had been surrounded with emblems and mottoes suitable to 

the occasion.” In addition to an image of John Brown made from the last photograph taken of him, the 

hall was adorned with no less than twelve large broadsides, offering anti-slavery quotes from the Bible, 

John Brown, Thomas Jefferson, Patrick Henry, George Washington, and Lafayette. The Lafayette 

broadside (below) is his famous lament. The Washington quote (below) is from his letter to Lafayette of 

May 10, 1786, responding to the news that Lafayette had purchased a plantation in French Guiana: 

“Your late purchase of an estate with a view of emancipating the slaves on it, is a generous and noble 

proof of your humanity. Would to God a like spirit might diffuse itself generally into the minds of the 

people of this country.” The final words of the last sentence, “but I despair of seeing it,” were discreetly 

omitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



51 
 

The Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette 

                
 

                     
Boston Public Library, Digital Commonwealth, Massachusetts Collections Online 

 

 

All twelve broadsides described in The Liberator are preserved at the Boston Public Library, a 

gift of the family of William Lloyd Garrison in 1899. It should be noted that Garrison played a 

prominent role in the program at Tremont Temple, reading John Brown’s address to the Court after he 

had been sentenced to death. When Garrison came forward to read, announcing, “Today, Virginia has 

murdered John Brown; tonight, we here witness his resurrection,” he was greeted by protracted cheers. 
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Originally a theater when it opened in 1827, Boston’s Tremont Temple was purchased 

by the Free Church Baptists in 1843. It burned several times and was rebuilt; 

the existing Renaissance Revival building dates from 1896. This lithograph shows 

the façade of the 1852 version that was in place in 1859-60. 

Boston Public Library, Digital Commonwealth, Massachusetts Collections Online 

 

 

One year later, at a commemoration of the anniversary of the death of John Brown, a very 

different scene played out at Tremont Temple. The abolitionist organizers had hoped to foster a 

discussion on how to abolish American slavery, but instead anti-abolitionists disrupted the meeting, 

interfering with and even assaulting the speakers, including Frederick Douglass. Historian David Blight 

in his biography of Frederick Douglass describes it this way: 

 

As the abolitionists gathered . . . a well-dressed crowd, what Douglass called “a 

gentlemen’s mob,” quickly outnumbered them and physically overtook the platform. 

For three hours this daytime meeting was nothing less than a shouting, chaotic melee, 

complete with insults and epithets of all kinds, fisticuffs, chairs smashed and thrown, a 

swaying battle for control of the hall by the two competing sides. Eventually the 

Boston police took over and forced a clearing of the building. At the center of the fight 

for the abolitionists was Douglass, coat removed, sleeves rolled up, and in full angry 

voice returning nearly every insult with one of his own. 
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Harper’s Weekly, December 15, 1860 

 

 

The abolitionists regrouped that evening under police protection for a tense session at the African 

Meeting House and heard speeches from Frederick Douglass, John Brown Jr., Wendell Phillips, and 

others. Douglass’s strong words that night can be seen today, chiseled on a stone marker outside the 

meeting house: 

 

This is a meeting to discuss the best method of abolishing slavery . . . all methods 

of proceeding against slavery—politics, religion, peace, war, Bible, Constitution, 

disunion, union—every possible way known in opposition to slavery is my way. 

 

It should be noted that Frederick Douglass knew about Lafayette’s antislavery activism and 

much admired his emancipation experiment in French Guiana. Historian John Stauffer tells us in his 

essay in the Grolier catalog, “Lafayette and the American Abolitionists,” that Douglass published 

excerpts from Washington’s letters to Lafayette about the project, including the text that eventually 

found its way onto the Tremont Temple broadside. 

 

About the Author 

 

Diane Windham Shaw is Director of Special Collections Emerita at Lafayette College. She also 

serves as the AFL’s Curator.
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Who Traveled to America with Lafayette 

on la Victoire to Assist the Patriots? 

What Happened to Them? 

by John C. Becica 

 

  Most recent biographers of the Marquis de Lafayette discuss Lafayette, de Kalb, and 

Brice, but gloss over the rest of officers and servants who sailed with them to America aboard la 

Victoire in April of 1777. Have you ever wondered who these people were, and what happened 

to them? I certainly have! Here is the story. 

 

      It will be recalled that in May of 1775, Lafayette set out for his second summer of 

Noailles regimental exercises in the French town of Metz, near the German border. Comte de 

Broglie, then governor of Metz, became interested in Lafayette. He brought the young Marquis 

into his circle of friends and introduced him to influential people. Lafayette, who was about to 

turn 18 in September, enjoyed the attention of this senior officer. What he did not realize was 

that behind the scenes, de Broglie was looking for a way to attack Britain. He was plotting to 

send a party of officers to America, where he envisioned that he could eventually replace George 

Washington and take control of the Continental Army. 

 

      In August of 1775, de Broglie invited Lafayette to a dinner with Prince William Henry, 

the Duke of Gloucester. The Duke was the out-of-favor brother of Britain’s King George III, and 

in sympathy with the American rebels. He recounted stories of the battles of Lexington and 

Concord, Ethan Allen capturing Fort Ticonderoga, a Continental Congress having met, a 

Continental Army being formed, and continuing military tensions around Boston. This was a 

watershed moment in Lafayette’s life. Before leaving the table, he imagined going to America to 

aid the Patriots. 

 

  Soon after, de Broglie introduced Lafayette to de 

Broglie’s supporter, soldier of fortune Baron de Kalb 

(pictured at left). Johann de Kalb (1721-1780) was born 

into a peasant family in Germany. At age 16 he joined a 

German regiment of French infantry, calling himself 

“Baron,” and working himself up through the ranks. A large 

man at over 6 feet tall, he fought with distinction in the War 

of Austrian Succession, and in the Seven Years’ War under 

the Comte de Broglie. In 1763 he was honored with the 

Order of Military Merit. Fluent in German, English, and 

French, he was recruited by the head of the French Foreign 

Ministry to go on a four-month covert mission to America 

in 1768. Posing as a German tourist, he was accused of 

being a spy, but since all his findings were stored in his 

memory and not on paper, there was no evidence, and he 

could not be held. During this trip he became enamored 

with America and subsequently supported the Patriot cause. 
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When Silas Deane arrived in France in 1776 to recruit French assistance for the 

Continental Army, an enthusiastic Baron de Kalb, urged on by de Broglie, signed a contract to 

join the patriot effort as a Major General. He also agreed to recruit a party of about 15 other 

officers to travel to America. 

 

      “It was intended to send him out from the port of Havre on a vessel sailing ostensibly for 

Santo Domingo, but in reality bound for the United States, loaded with a cargo of arms, tents, 

and ammunition for the insurgents.” 

 

      The plan failed when the “French ministry was obliged to issue an order prohibiting the 

expedition, in consequence of which it had to be set aside.” 

 

     De Kalb then focused on Lafayette for aid and encouragement in his plans. He arranged a 

meeting for the two of them with Silas Deane. Deane, realizing the youth’s wealth and family 

influence with the crown, agreed to appoint the Marquis as a Major General in the Continental 

Army. The question now for Lafayette was how to effectuate his plans. 

 

De Kalb and Lafayette “went together to Ruffec, the country-seat of the Comte de 

Broglie, with whom they spent two or three days in discussing the plan which Lafayette 

proposed to adopt. At the conclusion of this visit it was agreed ‘that the voyage to America must 

be made, in spite of all obstacles’ and, having discussed the question how this might be done, 

they decided that La Fayette should buy a ship and a cargo at once.” 

 

     Benjamin Franklin was now in France, but Lafayette considered it too risky to visit him. 

Instead, he was able to communicate with him through William Carmichael, the low-profile 

Secretary to the American Commissioners in France. Thus, he was able to obtain approval of his 

plans from Dr. Franklin in addition to Deane’s commission. 

 

      At this point, Lafayette was introduced to Lieutenant Francois Dubois-Martin, the 

younger brother of the Comte de Broglie's secretary. Francois had heard of de Kalb’s planned 

expedition from his brother, and had expected to depart with de Kalb from Havre with a promise 

from Deane of being appointed a Major in the Continental Army. Knowing Francois’ experience 

in purchasing military supplies, and his familiarity with Bordeaux, Lafayette now chose him as 

his agent to purchase a ship and cargo. 

 

      “Dubois-Martin – ‘le petit Dubois,’ as he was called by the Comte de Broglie – set out at 

once for Bordeaux, where he very soon made arrangements for a vessel and reported his success 

to La Fayette. The merchants from whom he bought the ship were Messrs. Recules de 

Basmarins, Raim-baux et Cie.; the vessel was commanded by one Captain le Boursier, and it was 

called La Victoire; under the agreement, it was to be delivered by the middle of March, 1777.” 

 

      The vessel purchased was a 220-ton ship with a crew of 30, two cannons, and a cargo. 

 

     In the meantime, Lafayette took his well-known three-week trip to England with the 

Pince de Poix, where introduced by the French Ambassador as a representative nobleman from 
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the French Court, he was received “with distinguished attention” in English society and was also 

presented to King George III. 

 

Upon his return to Paris, Lafayette concealed himself near de Kalb’s house in Chaillot 

where he remained for three days. The pair left on the night of March 16, 1777 for Bordeaux, 

reaching la Victoire on March 19. 

 

      By now, Lafayette had revealed his plans in a letter to his father-in law, the Duc d’Ayen, 

who was furious, and ran to the King for an order to prevent Lafayette’s departure. Hearing 

about the order which had not yet arrived, Lafayette and de Kalb made plans to sail out of 

Bordeaux forthwith. Thus, the ship weighed anchor on March 26, headed for Spain. The roster of 

officers and passengers on the ship included the following. Those with * next to their name were 

de Kalb’s recruits, some for his original de Broglie expedition from Havre. (The image below is 

taken from Tower; the names after the image come from Gottschalk.) 

 

 
               * Chevalier Dubuysson 

               * Vicomte De Mauroy       Major-general 

                        Edmund Brice               (American Civilian)  

                        Camos & Moteau          (Lafayette’s 2 Servants) 

                        Argé or Rogé                 (de Kalb’s Servant) 

                        Redon & Lefas              (Possibly the Ship’s Surgeon & Ship’s Cook) 
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“la Victoire was headed for the Spanish coast, and very soon arrived at Los Pasajes, a 

little harbor on the Bay of Biscay, in the province of Guipuzcoa, a few miles to the east of San 

Sebastian and only a short distance from the French frontier. Upon going ashore, La Fayette 

discovered that his troubles were not yet ended. The two officers who had been sent after him 

from Versailles with the King's lettre-de-cachet had followed by land from Bordeaux, and 

presented the order to him at Los Pasajes.” 

 

      As events unfolded, Lafayette traveled back from the ship to Bordeaux to try to 

determine the government’s actual stance. He had received orders that he was to join his father-

in-law, the duc d’Ayen, at Marseille in southern France to begin a trip to Italy. At this point, 

Lafayette had all but given up his plans. As a last resort, he had obtained a passport with 

destination Marseille to try to reason with d’Ayen. His thinking changed dramatically, however, 

when he was joined in Bordeaux by Vicomte de Mauroy (sent by de Kalb) who informed him 

that all the controversy in Paris about his departure for America was instigated by his father-in-

law, and that there would be little actual consequences if he continued his plan. 

 

       Thus, buoyed by this information, Lafayette and Mauroy left Bordeaux by the Marseille 

Coach. When they had traveled a sufficient distance from the eyes of the Bordeaux authorities, 

they left the coach and changed direction, heading via Bayonne and St.-Jean-de-Luz for Spain 

and la Victoire. Mauroy drove a carriage and Lafayette, disguised as a courier, rode ahead on 

horseback. At St.-Jean-de-Luz, Lafayette was recognized in his disguise by the postmaster’s 

daughter, but he signaled her to be quiet, and she did not give him away. Thus, Mauroy joined 

the other officers on board, and la Victoire was able to set sail from the Spanish coast for 

America with Lafayette and his party on April 20, 1777. 

 

     During the voyage, the 55-year-old de Kalb helped tutor the young Lafayette in English 

and military tactics. In addition to the military officers and servants listed above, there was one 

American civilian on board. Edmund Brice (1751-1784) was a member of a large family (12 

siblings have been identified) from Annapolis, Maryland. Interested in becoming an artist, he 

studied painting in his hometown, and later traveled to London for continuing art instruction. 

While there, he learned of the escalating conflict in his homeland, and quietly supported the 

effort. Introduced to the Marquis de Lafayette by the Secretary to the American Commissioners 

in France, William Carmichael, the 25-year-old Brice agreed to return to America aboard la 

Victoire as the only person fluent in English other than de Kalb. He too helped Lafayette learn to 

speak English during the voyage. 

 

       Thirteen officers accompanied Lafayette and de Kalb on the trip. Unbeknownst to the 

Marquis, more than half of these officers that he was traveling with had been recruited by de 

Broglie and de Kalb for their secret plan to take over the war from the patriots. (See the chart 

above). 

 

    Delesser, De Valfort, De Franval, De Gimat, De la Colombe, and Brice, on the other 

hand, knew nothing of the plot. 

 

      Arriving in America on the South Carolina coast, Lafayette, de Kalb, Brice, the mate of 

la Victoire and seven oarsmen rowed upriver and were entertained at the summer home of Major 
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Benjamin Huger. Later, the remainder of the ship’s party traveled by sea on la Victoire to 

Charleston, while the group with Lafayette traveled by land. After its passengers had 

disembarked, la Victoire struck a sandbar while exiting the Charleston harbor and was wrecked. 

After a hard 900-mile overland journey, Lafayette and his fellow travelers finally arrived at the 

Colonial Capital of Philadelphia. 

 

      The story of the Marquis being initially rejected by a Congress disgusted with being 

bombarded by egotistical French mercenaries is well known, as is Lafayette’s final acceptance as 

a Major General in the Continental Army. 

 

      When it became apparent that almost none of his other shipmates would be accepted as 

Continental Army officers, Lafayette, at his own expense, arranged for four of the youngest 

travelers to remain in America with him as his aides-de-camp. They were: 

 

      Jean-Joseph Sourbader de Gimat 

      Louis-Sainte-Ange Chevalier Morel de la Colombe 

      Captaine du Chesnoy (A skillful draftsman and Topographical Engineer) 

      Edmund Brice (Already back in his homeland) 

 

      Gimat and Colombe would be with Lafayette at Brandywine, assisting him off the field 

after his flesh wound in the leg. Around the time of the “Conway Cabal” effort by General 

Horatio Gates and General Thomas Conway to unseat Washington as Commander of the 

Continental Army, both Gimat and Colombe would leave Lafayette’s service and became officers 

leading men in their own right. Both would participate in the final battle of the war at Yorktown. 

Colombe would later be aide-de-camp to Lafayette during the French Revolution. 

      

      There was one exception to Congress’ rejections of the Frenchmen who had traveled 

aboard la Victoire, however. De Bedaulx, an individual that Lafayette described as Dutch, was 

made a Captain in the Continental Army by a brevet Act of Congress. 

 

      At being rejected for the Major General position that he had been promised by Deane, de 

Kalb went ballistic. He wrote a scathing letter to Congress complaining about Deane and 

demanding monetary reimbursement for the cost of coming to America, as well as to return home 

to France. Deane had greatly overstepped his bounds. He had been sent to France to recruit just 

four engineers for the Continental Army, and instead had made grand promises for which he had 

no authority. In reply to de Kalb, de Mauroy, and others, Congress passed a resolution 

disavowing Deane’s appointments, but thanking the men for their efforts in coming to America, 

and defraying their expenses: 

 

     Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to the baron de Kalb and 

the viscount de Mauroy, with the officers who accompany them, for their zeal 

in passing over to America to offer their service to these United States, and that 

their expences to this Continent and on their return to France be paid. 

 

      De Kalb divided the money among his compatriots. Delesser, De Valfort, de Kalb, and 

Dubuysson all set out from Philadelphia on December 15, 1777 to return to France. On the way, 



59 
 

The Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette 

a messenger overtook them with a letter informing de Kalb that Congress had reconsidered, and 

made him a Major General on September 15. With the de Broglie plot unattainable, de Kalb 

decided to accept the commission. He made Chevalier Dubuysson his aide-de-camp, and both 

remained in America. Delesser and De Valfort continued on and returned to France. Arriving 

back in France, De Valfort would eventually become head of École Militaire, and would be one 

of those who taught student Napoleon Bonaparte. 

 

     De Kalb was placed on Washington’s staff, assisting Baron von Steuben in shaping the 

Continental Army into a well-drilled machine at Valley Forge. He participated in the Battle of 

Monmouth, and was later sent to the southern theater of the war. There, at the Battle of Camden, 

South Carolina, he was second in command to General Horatio Gates and led a Maryland 

Division composed of troops from Maryland and Delaware. As opposed to his success at the 

Battle of Saratoga, Gates was a complete failure in managing this engagement against British 

General Cornwallis. The battle took place on August 16, 1780. While Gates retreated, Baron de 

Kalb fought on, having his horse shot out from under him. While on the ground he was shot 

several times and savagely bayonetted by the British with aide Dubuysson trying to protect him. 

Baron de Kalb was said to have received eleven wounds, and he expired three days later on 

August 19, 1780 at age 59. He was buried near the hospital where he had been taken. 

 

 
Death of Baron de Kalb at the Battle of Camden, South Carolina 

 

 

  During Lafayette’s 1824-1825 Triumphal Tour of America, the Nation’s Guest presided 

at the reinterment of de Kalb at a substantial marble and granite monument in front of the 

Presbyterian Church in Camden. 
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Baron de Kalb Monument in front of Bethesda Presbyterian Church, Camden, South Carolina 

 

      Upon being rejected by Congress, the rest of Lafayette’s la Victoire party – De Fayols, 

De Franval, Dubois-Martin, De Vrigny, Candon, and De Mauroy took the compensation from 

Congress divvied up by de Kalb and sailed back to France as a group. Thus, including Delesser 

and de Valfort, eight of the thirteen French officers who arrived on la Victoire with Lafayette 

and de Kalb were sent back to France. 

 

As for the servants and others which author Louis Gottschalk identified in his 1935 book, 

Lafayette Comes to America: 

             Camos & Moteau    (Lafayette’s 2 Servants) 

             Argé or Rogé           (de Kalb’s Servant) 

             Redon & Lefas        (Possibly the Ship’s Surgeon & Ship’s Cook) 

no additional information has been found. 

 

_______________________________________ 
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How a 2021 Pilgrimage to the Bunker Hill Monument 

Morphed into a Celebration of Lafayette’s Farewell 

Tour of the United States 
by John S. Lynch 

 

Yorktown, Virginia, annually celebrates Yorktown Day on October 19, the day in 1781 

when Lord Cornwallis surrendered his British army to the combined forces of the United States 

and France. It is an important event for me because my qualifying ancestor for the Sons of the 

American Revolution was a Virginia militia officer who served under Major General Lafayette 

during the “wild goose chase” phase of the 1781 Southern Campaign in Virginia. He later 

participated as a militia company commander during the siege of Yorktown. I live on the 

Virginia Peninsula and normally attend the event. But I was in Boston on Yorktown Day 2021, 

and so I determined to make a pilgrimage to the Bunker Hill Monument on Breed’s Hill. I did so 

to commemorate both the 1775 Siege of Boston and the 1781 Siege of Yorktown. 

 

I began my trek from the Boston Common with three objectives: the Bunker Hill 

Monument, the USS Constitution (“Old Ironsides”) at the Charlestown Navy Yard, and the Old 

North Church of Paul Revere’s Midnight Ride fame. Lafayette and his Farewell Tour were not 

part of the plan. The church was the first stop. . . and it was here (figuratively speaking) that the 

Marquis’ shade winked at me. A brass plaque in the church caught my attention and drew my 

gaze to a marble bust of General Washington. The Bunker Hill Monument located on Breed’s 

Hill was next, and while the National Park Service museum was closed that day, the park itself 

was open. Here I learned that Lafayette placed the corner stone for the monument on June 17, 

1825. Was this a nudge from the General? Old Ironsides was my final stop. There is a plaque on 

the vessel listing its commanders. One name stood out for me because it is that of a living SAR 

compatriot and an American Friends of Lafayette member, Chris Melhuish. 

 

              
Commemorative plaque and bust of George Washington in Old North Church, Boston. This is the bust of 

Washington seen by Lafayette in 1824. (Author’s photos) 
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The Bunker Hill Monument on October 19, 2021. The obelisk is hollow and one can climb stairs to an 

observation deck at the top. It is similar in many respects to the Washington Monument in Washington, 

D.C. (Author’s photo) 

 

The next day, I visited the New England Historical and Genealogical Society (NEHGS) 

to research the Breed family of Charlestown, the former owners of Breed’s Hill. I wanted to 

learn more about them because Mary Breed “of Charlestown” (1792-1867) was the second wife 

of Captain John Shaw, USN (1773-1823), an ancestor for whom I am named. The two were 

married in Charlestown on October 13, 1820.1 Captain Shaw was a widower (his first wife, 

Elizabeth Palmer, died in New Orleans in 1814) with two daughters from his first marriage.2 

Elizabeth Shaw was 19 years old and Virginia Shaw was about ten years old at the time of John 

Shaw’s marriage to the 28-year-old Mary Breed. The research was successful with the highlight 

being the knowledge that Mary Breed inherited Breed’s Hill from her grandfather.3 I was 

previously unaware of Mary Breed’s direct ownership of the land. She eventually auctioned the 

property which was purchased by the Bunker Hill Monument Association in 1823.4 Upon 
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returning home to Virginia, I began searching through a photographic copy of a letter book 

containing letters written by Mary B. Shaw between 1822 and 1848. I found five letters 

mentioning Lafayette’s 1824-1825 visits to New England. 

 

The first letter found relating to Lafayette was written by Mary B. Shaw from Groton, 

Massachusetts, on April 12, 1825 to Mrs. Kidd of Philadelphia.5 

 

There is now a (vacation) of five weeks which Virginia (passes) here 

much against her inclination as she had many invitations from her companions 

to visit Boston which I thought best be refused. I have promised her she shall 

see La Fayette on his next visit in (June) did [sic] you see this distinguished 

foreigner during his stay in Philadelphia? If so then please tell me if he looks 

like Capt. Shaw. Very many persons have noticed a striking resemblance. I am 

very desirous of seeing him myself but do not like to be placed in a crowd for 

that purpose. Yet I fear when the opportunity is forever lost to me that it will 

be a subject of regret. 

 

 
Mary Breed Shaw, Groton, Massachusetts, April 12, 1825 letter to Mrs. Robert Kidd. “La 

Fayette” is found in the third paragraph, sixth line, fourth word from the right. (Author’s photo) 
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This letter was impactful because of its pathos and the all too human self-debate whether 

or not to endure something disagreeable in order to achieve a desired goal. School girl Virginia 

Shaw was a vivacious and willful 15-year-old when Mary Breed Shaw wrote the letter. 

Virginia’s now-married older sister, Elizabeth (Shaw) Gregory, was 24 years old. Mary lost her 

husband 17 months prior to the date of this letter, and she was writing to the woman in whose 

house Captain Shaw died. Indeed, Shaw’s large public funeral began at the Kidds’ house in 

Philadelphia and ended at Christ Church in that city.6 He is buried near other early senior naval 

officers and a stone’s throw or two from Benjamin Franklin’s grave. Captain Shaw knew the 

Kidds well, with a friendship that likely began in the 1790s. Robert Kidd is mentioned in Captain 

Shaw’s October 5, 1812 will, written in New Orleans (probably as a precaution if Shaw was 

killed in combat against the British during the War of 1812): “. . .as regards my landed property 

out of the State of Louisiana, I appoint as executor my said wife, and Mr. Robert Kidd, of the 

City of Philadelphia, Merchant, my good and approved friend.”7 Was Mary Breed hoping to see 

a glimpse of her deceased husband in Lafayette’s living physiognomy?  

 

 
Captain John Shaw (1773-1823), aged between 35 

-38 years old when painted. Shaw was born in 

Ireland, emigrated to the United States and arrived 

in New York on December 31, 1790. He soon 

moved to Philadelphia where he married his first 

wife, Elizabeth Palmer, in 1798. He joined the 

United States Navy as a lieutenant in 1798 after 

years of experience as an officer aboard merchant 

ships. He achieved captain’s rank in 1807. His 

command assignments following this promotion 

include the Norfolk Naval Yard 1808-1810, New 

Orleans Naval Station 1810-1814, Atlantic Naval 

Squadron 1814-1815, Mediterranean Squadron 

1815-1819, and the Boston Navy Yard 1819-1823.8 

The painting depicts Shaw in a US Navy captain’s 

dress uniform as prescribed by the US Navy’s 1802 

uniform regulations. The Navy updated its uniform 

regulations in 1812 and changed the cut of the coat 

lapels and reduced the amount of gold trim on a 

captain’s dress uniform coat.9,10 This suggests 

Captain Shaw had his portrait painted in Norfolk, 

Virginia soon after his promotion. It is also 

possible he waited several years and sat for the 

portrait in New Orleans. Of note is the very nice 

painting of John Shaw found on the Wikipedia page 

for Commodore John Shaw; sadly, this depicts an 

eponymously named merchant and not the 

Commodore. The provenance for the painting, as 

found in the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art’s webpage, states the sitter gave the painting to his 

daughter, who is named in the provenance and who is not one of Commodore John Shaw’s daughters. 

(Photograph from Naval History and Heritage Command. 

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/research-guides/z-files/zb-files/zb-files-s/shaw-john.html) 
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Lafayette in 1822. Portrait painted by Ary 

Sheffer (1795-1858). Lafayette was about 65 

years old at the time of this sitting. (National 

Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution; gift 

of the John Hay Whitney Collection 

https://npg.si.edu/object/npg_NPG.82.150) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By June 4, 1825, Mary had decided to endure the crowds and bring both of her 

stepdaughters with her to see the “distinguished foreigner.” Three of her letters shed some light 

on the logistics and coordination of personal and business needs involved in the visit. Two of 

them were directed to her lawyer (Elias Phinney of Charlestown) and one to her son-in-law 

(Lieutenant Francis Hoyt Gregory, USN) about the timing of his wife’s (her stepdaughter 

Elizabeth’s) arrival in Boston.11,12,13 

 

 MBS letter written from Groton, Mass, June 4, 1825 to E. Phinney, Esq. 

Charlestown: “. . . I have determined on going to Boston this month for the 

purpose of (obtaining) (a) (view) of Gen. La. Fayette.” 

 

 MBS letter written from Groton, Mass, June 12, 1825 to E. Phinney, Esq. 

Charlestown: “I shall probably be in Boston on Wednesday (  ?  ) + [sic] shall 

be much gratified to see you when convenient. I shall stop at Mrs. (? Fasett’s) 

on Peach Street.” 

 

MBS letter written from Groton, Mass, June 12, 1825 to Lt. F.H. Gregory 

USN, Brooklyn, NY: “I am going to Boston next week for the purpose of 

obtaining one look of La Fayette. I shall probably go on the 15th + [sic] return 

the 19th or 20th. I wish Mrs. Gregory might arrive about that time. She would 

find me at Mrs. (? Fasett’s).” 
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Elizabeth (Shaw) Gregory (1801-1873). This 

portrait was created circa 1821. Elizabeth 

Shaw was about 20 years old when she sat 

for the artist. She married Lieutenant 

Francis Hoyt Gregory, USN, around this 

time as the portrait is entitled “Mrs. Francis 

H. Gregory (Elizabeth Shaw)”. Elizabeth 

was the eldest of John and Elizabeth 

(Palmer) Shaw’s two children. She was 

likely born in Philadelphia and later moved 

to Norfolk, Virginia in 1808 and then New 

Orleans in 1810. Her sister, Virginia, was 

born circa 1810. Elizabeth was 13 years old 

when her mother died from an “unusually 

severe” illness in New Orleans in 1814.14,15 

Young Elizabeth’s father was away on duty 

in Washington, D.C. closing out his 

accounts as Commander, New Orleans 

Naval Station and preparing to take 

command of the USS United States and of 

the Atlantic Naval Squadron based in New 

Haven, Connecticut (then blockaded by the 

British). Elizabeth and her four-year-old 

sister, Virginia Shaw, were soon taken to 

Philadelphia. There they lived for the next four years while their father was away on sea duty (1815-

1818) commanding the Navy’s Mediterranean Squadron. Captain Shaw left the Squadron after obtaining 

“. . . permission to visit his family in Philadelphia, from which he had been absent, on duty, upwards of 

four years.”16 Where the two girls lived, and with whom, during their father’s long absence is a mystery. 

Very little is known about Elizabeth (Palmer) Shaw and her family, but it is possible her daughters stayed 

with their grandparents or an aunt or uncle. The girls may have been part of the Kidd household during 

this period. The Shaws and the Kidds certainly had a strong relationship over at least two and a half 

decades as indicated by Shaw’s 1812 will, his staying at the Kidd’s residence during the last weeks of his 

life, and a number of Mary B. Shaw’s letters to the Kidds. These letters, written after 1820, asked for help 

and advice about taking care of Virginia because the Kidds knew the girl well. (Photograph from Frick 

Digital Collections, Find a Grave Memorial ID 18742465. Mrs. Francis H. Gregory (Elizabeth Shaw), 

1821. Artist Anonymous, American School, Connecticut, 1801-1850. Frick Digital Collections. Find a 

Grave, database and images; image added by Tim Nichols on July 7, 2021.) 
 

 

A NEHGS article succinctly summarized the laying of the Bunker Hill Monument’s 

cornerstone:17 

 

On June 17, 1825, Lafayette began his second New England tour by laying 

the cornerstone of the Bunker Hill Monument – exactly 50 years after the 

battle was fought. He was surrounded by ‘such a civic and military display as 

is seldom seen among men.’ 
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Daniel Webster gave a rousing speech for the occasion. A grand two-mile 

long procession marched from the Boston Common, and with the 40 survivors 

of the battle following in eight carriages. 

 

Lafayette then laid the cornerstone at the monument with the help of some 

masons. The platform held a thousand ladies. Then 4,000 people sang odes, 

gave toasts and ate an enormous dinner. 

 

What a sight the three Shaw ladies must have seen. One hopes they were standing on the 

platform with the other 997 women during the ceremony and that Mary Shaw could herself judge 

if there were any similarities between Lafayette and Captain Shaw. 

 

The fifth letter I found touched upon US Navy preparations to convey Lafayette to the 

United States and the competition between naval officers for duty aboard that ship.18 

 

MBS letter written from Groton, Massachusetts June 18, 1824 to Lt. Francis H. 

Gregory, US Navy, Brooklyn, NY: 

 

I congratulate Mrs. Gregory on the prospect of your remaining at home, 

but I (believe) by the papers that the N. Carolina 74 is ordered to be ready for 

sea in three months + [sic] that it is supposed she is to be ordered to France to 

(convoy/convey) the Marquis to this country. Have you relinquished the 

expectation of being numbered among the officers destined for that service? 

 

Lafayette declined passage to the United States aboard a naval ship. He instead embarked 

upon the merchant ship Cadmus bound for New York. The United States did convince him to 

sail back to France aboard the newly launched USS Brandywine. The 36-year-old Lt. Gregory 

was the ship’s first lieutenant and so achieved his dream of escorting Lafayette. One of the 

midshipmen under Gregory’s command during the cruise was 24-year-old William Francis 

Lynch, of Norfolk, Virginia.19 Midshipman Lynch was in Philadelphia when he requested to be 

assigned to the Brandywine in a July 24, 1825 letter to the Navy; he soon received orders, dated 

August 9, 1825, to go to Washington and report for duty aboard the frigate. Lynch arrived at his 

new assignment by September 7, 1825.20 The Brandywine set sail on September 9, 1825 and 

crossed the Atlantic in 24 days, arriving in Le Havre, France in early October. Lynch was back in 

the United States by May 1828, when he received his promotion to lieutenant.21 The lieutenant’s 

uniform was brand new when he married Virginia Shaw in June 1828 in New Haven, 

Connecticut. Francis Gregory was also wearing a new uniform as a navy commander (promoted 

April 28, 1828).22 He and Elizabeth likely attended the wedding. How did Midshipman Lynch 

meet Virginia Shaw? Perhaps Lt. Lynch’s new brother-in-law and former shipmate on the 

Brandywine’s 1825 Lafayette cruise was the matchmaker. 
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Francis Hoyt Gregory (1789-1866). Gregory was an admiral and about 73 years old when this 

photograph was taken by the renowned photographic pioneer Mathew Brady. Very early in his 

career Gregory was assigned to the New Orleans Naval Station by 1811 during Captain Shaw’s 

tenure there. Gregory participated in successful anti-piracy operations during his New Orleans 

assignment. He later served on Lake Ontario – and there became a prisoner of war in August 

1814. After his release from prison, Gregory joined the Mediterranean Squadron and served in 

it between 1815-1821 (the first three of those years under Commodore Shaw’s command). In 

1824, he was involved in making the USS Brandywine fit for sea in order to take Lafayette back 

to France and was the Brandywine’s first lieutenant when it sailed to France in 1825. By 1852 

he commanded the Boston Naval Yard and retired from that position in 1856. He was later 

recalled to duty during the American Civil War and achieved admiral’s rank in 1862. He 

retired a second time after the war. He died about 16 months after the end of hostilities. 

(Mathew Brady. Portrait of Rear Adm. Francis H. Gregory, officer of the Federal Navy. Digital 

ID: (digital file from original neg.) cwpb 05730 Library of Congress Prints and Photographs 

Division Washington, D.C. 20540. https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cwpb.05730) 
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William Francis Lynch (1801 – 1865). This photograph shows Lynch wearing a US Navy 

commander’s uniform. It was taken sometime within a six-month period between September 5, 

1849, when Lynch was promoted to commander, and March 2, 1850, when he was promoted to 

captain. Early in his career, Lynch gained experience fighting pirates in the Caribbean, serving 

in anti-slavery patrols off of Africa, surveying the coast of Florida, surveying the coast of 

Brazil, learning about steamships aboard the USS Fulton, and participating in the naval war 

against Mexico in 1846-1847. Lieutenant Lynch made his mark when he proposed a US Navy 

expedition to the Middle East in order to explore the Jordan River and the Dead Sea. It was 

accepted. Lynch departed the United States from New York on Friday, November 13, 1847 and 

returned on December 9, 1848, arriving at Norfolk, Virginia. The exploration was successful 

and was the first to scientifically explore the region; one result was the finding that the Dead 

Sea was below sea level. He later led a US Navy effort to explore the coast of West Africa 

(October 1852 – May 1853). Captain Lynch resigned from the US Navy on April 21, 1861 in 

order to join the Confederacy. He died in Baltimore, Maryland in October 1865; he was 64 

years old. (Portrait of Captain William Francis Lynch, Naval Historical Center, Photographic 

Section Collection. https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/research-guides/z-files/zb-

files/zb-files-l/lynch-william-f.html) 
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In 1924, one hundred years after the start of Lafayette’s grand tour, a national executive 

member of the American Legion proposed building a monument to French soldiers and sailors 

who gave their lives for the American cause during the Revolution; it was to be placed at the 

Yorktown battlefield.23,24,25 This American Legionnaire was Colonel Junius F. Lynch MD, 

grandson of William and Virginia (Shaw) Lynch. Colonel Lynch spent eighteen months with the 

American Expeditionary Force, serving three months in the trenches as an attached officer with 

the 42nd Division. He also served as the Divisional Surgeon for the 32nd Division before it was 

broken up in France, as commander of Camp Hospital 30 at the US Army Air Service base in St. 

Maixant, France, and later, as chief, surgical services, at Base Hospital 57, Paris, France. Dr. 

Lynch sailed to France aboard the SS Washington in 1918. A few days out from Le Havre, his 

convoy encountered a suspected enemy submarine. Several US Navy destroyers, including the 

USS Shaw (DD-68), later arrived to escort the convoy to port.26 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Legion Memorial’s bronze 

metal tablet was made by the Norfolk 

Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Virginia. The 

bronze was from the battleship USS New 

York (flagship of the US Navy’s battleship 

division in the North Sea during World 

War I).27 (Author’s photo) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American Legion Memorial (above) was dedicated at Yorktown on Yorktown Day in 

1927. It was part of the commemoration of the 10th Anniversary of US forces going to France to 

fight in World War I. The dedication was an exceptional event with some similarities to 

Lafayette’s visit to Yorktown and Williamsburg in 1824, as evidenced by newspaper 

reporting.28,29 Colonel Lynch was a very experienced military physician and a keen historian.30 

He was well aware of the symbolism of the dates and purpose associated with the American 

Legion’s memorial. “Lafayette we are here!” truly resonated with Dr. Lynch. While his 
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grandfather William F. Lynch died two months prior to Colonel Lynch’s own birth, he must have 

heard stories from his father and, perhaps, his grandmother Virginia (who lived with her son in 

her later years) about Midshipman William Lynch’s voyage with Lafayette. How coincidental 

was the timing of the 1924 proposal for the memorial? Did Colonel Lynch discreetly inject a bit 

of family history with Lafayette into the memorial proposal? 

 

Little did I know when I started walking towards the Bunker Hill Monument from the 

Boston Common that I was essentially following Lafayette’s own journey on June 17, 1825. 

Finding Lafayette-related hints and clues during the course of my day eventually led to the 

discovery of family letters discussing Lafayette and his Farewell Tour. These cumulative 

“Lafayette sightings” related to the Tour eclipsed the original reason for my visit to Bunker Hill 

in honor of the 1781 victory at Yorktown. It will be interesting to see what happens during the 

celebrations associated with the Bicentennial of Lafayette’s Farewell Tour in 2024-2025. 
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AFL Life Member Enoch Woodhouse 

Honored by Yale 

 
 

Editor’s Note 

 

 Enoch (“Woody”) Woodhouse is a Life Member of the AFL and Vice President 

Emeritus. He and I were acquaintances from our respective Boston law practices when on May 

20, 2006, Massachusetts Lafayette Day, I noticed him at the ceremonies at the State House. On 

the walk down Park Street to Tremont Street and the Lafayette Monument, where a wreath 

would be laid, Woody said, “Alan, you’ve got to join the AFL.” My reply was likely, “What’s 

the AFL?” 

 

 I would like to thank the Yale Alumni Magazine, the author – retired Boston Globe 

columnist and author Alex Beam – and photographer Mark Ostow for graciously consenting to 

allow the Gazette to reprint this article. Since the article appeared, Woody was recognized, again, 

with murals at Terminal C in Logan Airport. Therefore, he may greet you when you fly into 

Boston. Here is a link to an article about the unveilings: https://www.boston.com/news/local-

news/2022/10/04/tuskegee-airman-mural-logan-airport-woody-woodhouse-ii/  

 

 Both the AFL and the Massachusetts Lafayette Society are delighted that Woody is 

getting the recognition that he deserves. We are proud that he is a member of our organizations. 

https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2022/10/04/tuskegee-airman-mural-logan-airport-woody-woodhouse-ii/
https://www.boston.com/news/local-news/2022/10/04/tuskegee-airman-mural-logan-airport-woody-woodhouse-ii/
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J. & R. Clews, after Samuel Maverick. The Landing of Lafayette at Castle Garden. 1825-30. 

Ceramic Platter. David Bishop Skillman Library, Lafayette College. 
 

The Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette 
 

Publisher: Chuck Schwam 
 

Editor: Alan Hoffman 
 

Associate Editor: Jan O’Sullivan 

  

Distributed by: 

Sarah Gillens, Dorothea Jensen, David Jensen 
 

www.friendsoflafayette.org 


