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The Officers of the American Friends of Lafayette gather in front of the four statues on 

the Riverwalk in Yorktown Virginia. The statues from left to right are General Washington, 

General Lafayette, General Rochambeau (looking shiny and new after being unveiled moments 

before this photo was taken) and Admiral de Grasse. 

 

The Officers from left to right are, Vice President Hank Parfitt, Membership Chair Abbey 

Evans, Treasurer and COO Chuck Schwam, Secretary Bonnie Fritz, President Alan Hoffman, 

and Vice President Robert Kelly. 

 

Please see more about the Rochambeau statue unveiling on page 74. 
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President’s Message 
 

 
 

Dear Friends of Lafayette, 

 

 To some extent, the President’s Message, which I am privileged to write twice each year, 

has become like replaying one’s favorite record. Yet, to be perfectly honest, the AFL has 

continued to thrive as we all navigate our way through these still-challenging times. 

 

 Since June 1, 2021, the AFL has planned and executed an array of both live and virtual 

(Zoom) events to engage, educate, and, we hope, enthrall you, our members. 

 

 In chronological order, there were the Annual Meeting in situ at Yorktown, Virginia, the 

virtual international July 4, 2021 wreath-laying event at Picpus Cemetery, the live September 

event in Newport, Rhode Island to dedicate gravestones at Trinity Church for two French 

officers who perished in 1780, Lloyd Kramer’s wonderful Zoom interview of author Mike 

Duncan whose Lafayette biography appeared on several best-sellers lists, and the dedication of 

the Rochambeau statue on the Yorktown Riverwalk, as well as Yorktown Association Day on 

October 19 which culminated in the AFL’s world-famous cocktail reception at the Hornsby 

House. 

 

 While I may sound like a broken record, great thanks to Chuck Schwam, Treasurer, 

COO, and event-planner extraordinaire for orchestrating these events with flawless precision, 

and to Bonnie Fritz, who not only keeps us on our toes and makes sure we stay on schedule at 

the live events, but has become an incredibly competent Zoom-master for our virtual events. 

Huzzah, huzzah, and huzzah!!! (The exclamation points are in honor of Chuck.) 

 

 I would also like to acknowledge certain other officers and members who have 

contributed to making our live events the great successes that they have been. Specifically, 

Robert Kelly, Abbey Evans, Mark Schneider, Frank Womble, and Bill Cole made major 

contributions to the success of the Annual Meeting in June; Lea Gryk, our Yorktown Association 

representative, and Robert Kelly again provided great help in making the statue dedication and 
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Yorktown Day as spectacular as they turned out to be; and Bill Cole facilitated our William & 

Mary tour and gave a wonderful presentation about the historic Botetourt statue. 

 

 Under Chuck’s leadership, the Farewell Tour Bicentennial Committees in the several 

states have expanded, and planning is ongoing for the anniversary of Lafayette’s final visit to the 

United States to be commemorated in 2024-2025. Also, there is a beautiful Farewell Tour 

Bicentennial scarf available for purchase to benefit the AFL and The Lafayette Trail. It was 

created for the AFL and TLT by Nina Akin, with assistance from AFL member Stephanie Green 

of Washington, D.C. and Chuck Schwam. 

 

 As proof that, as I stated above, the AFL is thriving, I will close with a report on the state 

of our membership. As the federal judge whom I clerked for said after I told him that I had lost 

my first case, even after having done everything right, “The proof is in the pudding,” which is a 

contraction for “The proof of the pudding is in the eating.” 

 

 Here’s the pudding. According to Membership Chair Abbey Evans, the current total of 

AFL members is 452, an all-time high. Moreover, since January 1, 2021, we have enrolled 94 

new members, 58 of them since June 1, 2021. Voilá! 

 

        Best regards, 

        Alan R. Hoffman 
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Lafayette: Symbol of Franco-American Friendship 
by Alan R. Hoffman 

 

 I will discuss the Franco-American relationship from 1776 to the present and explore 

Lafayette’s role in it. My thesis is simple: Since his arrival on the first of his four voyages to 

America, Lafayette has been and continues to be the symbol of Franco-American friendship. 

 

 The relationship between France and the United States began before Lafayette’s arrival in 

1777. It began when Silas Deane, a Connecticut agent of the Continental Congress, sailed to 

France in December 1775 and, with Beaumarchais, became the vehicle for the secret provision of 

loans, arms and supplies to the “Insurgents,” as they were called, by the French. Louis XVI and 

his ministers, led by Foreign Minister comte de Vergennes and First Minister comte de 

Maurepas, were not republicans; nor were they Enlightenment liberals. Their prime motivation 

was revenge for the loss of part of France’s colonial empire in the Seven Years War, the 

American theatre of which we know as the French and Indian War. 

 

 The American insurgency against England, however, also inspired members of the 

aristocracy and others, some of whom were products of the Enlightenment, to volunteer for the 

cause and join the Continental Army. One of those was the Marquis de Lafayette, who in 1777 

was one of the wealthiest men in France, having inherited both his father’s properties and title 

and his mother’s family’s far wealthier estates. He had also married into the powerful Noailles 

family – his wife’s grandfather was a Maréchal de France under Louis XVI, her father, the Duc 

D’Ayen, was a powerful figure in the Army and at Versailles, and her uncle was then Minister to 

England. 

 

 That Lafayette’s departure from France on April 20, 1777 in the face of the opposition of 

his father-in-law, who had secured a lettre de caché to prevent him from going, and probably 

against the wishes of the Government, which was not yet ready to war openly against England, 

was considered a potential propaganda coup by the Americans is shown by a letter from 

Benjamin Franklin and Deane to the Continental Congress that arrived in Philadelphia 

contemporaneously with Lafayette’s arrival there in July of 1777. 

 

 The Marquis de La Fayette, a young nobleman of great family connextions 

[sic] here and great wealth, is gone to America in a ship of his own, accompanied 

by some officers of distinction, in order to serve in our armies. He is exceedingly 

beloved, and everybody’s good wishes attend him; we cannot but hope he may 

meet with such a reception as will make the country and his expedition agreeable 

to him. Those who censure it as imprudent in him do nevertheless applaud his 

spirit, and we are satisfied that the civilities and respect that may be shown him 

will be serviceable to our affairs here, as pleasing not only to his powerful 

relations, and to the Court, but to the whole French nation. He has left a beautiful 

young wife big with child, and for her sake particularly we hope that his bravery 

and ardent desire to distinguish himself will be a little restrained by the General’s 

prudence, so as not to permit his being hazarded much, but on some important 

occasion.1 
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 From the time he arrived in America as a 19-year-old in 1777 until his death 57 years 

later in 1834, Lafayette was the best friend America ever had. His role in the American 

Revolution which included his service in the Battle of Brandywine, where he was wounded in 

the left leg; the Rhode Island Campaign, where he mediated between the comte D’Estaing and 

American General John Sullivan and perhaps saved the Franco-American Alliance which had 

recently been formalized in the 1778 Treaty of Friendship; the Virginia Campaign in 1781, 

where he and his undermanned Army entrapped Lord Cornwallis and his troops at Yorktown; 

and, of course, the siege of Yorktown and the storming of the last redoubts where he commanded 

the American forces with Alexander Hamilton who lead the charge, became the stuff of legend. 

Also legendary was his generosity that included buying and provisioning the ship, which he 

renamed Victoire, that brought him and others, including Baron de Kalb, to America and using 

his own funds to pay for food and clothing for his ragtag troops. 

 

 Less known was his diplomatic role in 1779 and early 1780 when he returned to France 

on furlough, a hero and the expert on the war in America, and lobbied the French ministers 

repeatedly for more money and material, the return of the French Fleet and French land troops. It 

was his persistent pestering of Vergennes and Maurepas, along with Franklin’s diplomatic 

petitioning, that led to their decision to adopt his plan. The result was the comte de 

Rochambeau’s arrival in July of 1780 at Newport, Rhode Island with 5,000 troops and a small 

flotilla; the arrival of the French West Indies Fleet in the Chesapeake in the summer of 1781; the 

joint march to Yorktown by Rochambeau’s and General Washington’s armies over what is now 

known as the Washington Rochambeau Revolutionary Route, a National Historic Trail; and the 

successful siege in the Fall that resulted in Cornwallis’ surrender. 

 

 As Lin-Manuel Miranda wrote at the beginning of his song “Guns and Ships” in the hit, 

hip-hop musical Hamilton: 

 

 How does a ragtag volunteer army in need of a shower 

 Somehow defeat a global superpower? 

 How do we emerge victorious from the quagmire? 

 Leave the battlefield waving Betsy Ross’ flag higher? 

 Yo. Turns out we have a secret weapon! 

 An immigrant you know and love who’s unafraid to step in! 

 He’s constantly confusin’, confoundin’ the British henchmen 

 Ev’ryone give it up for America’s favorite fighting Frenchman! 

 Lafayette! 

 

 Even less known, however, was Lafayette’s role as an unpaid lobbyist for America from 

1785 to 1789. When Lafayette visited Monticello in November of 1824, Thomas Jefferson, who 

had served as America’s Minister to France from 1785 to 1789, took him to the University of 

Virginia for a banquet held in Lafayette’s honor in the Rotunda. During his speech, which the 

81-year-old Jefferson had read for him, the former President adverted to a little-known body of 

work that the Frenchman had performed for the nascent republic. This work included opening up 

numerous ports to American trade on favorable terms, including whale oil, and saving the 

whaling industry of Nantucket, Massachusetts by brokering a contract between the whalers and 

the City of Paris to supply all the street lamps in Paris with American whale oil. The people of 
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that small island were so grateful for Lafayette’s help that they dedicated one-day’s milk from 

every cow on the island to produce a 500-pound cheese that they sent to Lafayette in France. (In 

1950, a children’s book was published about this incident called A Cheese for Lafayette.) In his 

speech, Jefferson said this about the accomplishments of American diplomacy during his tenure 

in France: “I only held the nail, he (Lafayette) drove it.”2 

 

 During the 1790s, when Lafayette was imprisoned in Prussia and later in Olmutz, 

Austria, and, after his release in 1797, when Lafayette was in exile, there was a distinct chill in 

Franco-American relations. The Federalists were repelled by the excesses of the French 

Revolution and refused to honor the 1778 Treaty during the European Wars. France’s failure to 

treat American shipping to England as that of a neutral power led to naval conflict, sometimes 

called the “Quasi War.” In 1799, the USS Constellation fought a French ship named, ironically, 

Insurgente and captured it near Nevis, Hamilton’s birthplace in the West Indies. Hamilton 

wanted to go to war against France with himself as Commander in Chief. President John Adams 

wisely steered the ship of state through these troubled waters and kept America out of war. 

 

 There was conflict over American shipping to belligerents, but not war, during the 

Napoleonic era, which also saw the Louisiana Purchase. During the virulently anti-republican 

Restoration (1815-1830) there were philosophical differences. During the reign of Louis 

Phillippe, who had been in exile in America, and was assisted onto the throne by Lafayette in the 

Revolution of 1830, there were serious issues of state, including France’s failure to follow 

through on its 1831 commitment to pay claims of American shipowners that went back to 

Napoleonic times. Franco-American relations during the Second Empire (1851-1870) were even 

more strained because of Emperor Napoleon III’s pro-Confederacy policies and his disastrous 

Mexican adventure by which he installed a member of the imperial House of Habsburg as 

Emperor, in violation of the Monroe Doctrine. 

 

 Nonetheless, Lafayette continued to serve, especially in his adoptive land America, as a 

symbol of Franco-American friendship. His civic canonization in America occurred during the 

Farewell Tour of 1824 and 1825 when he returned as an elder statesman of 67 and visited all 24 

states and Washington City and was treated as a conquering hero. Auguste Levasseur, his private 

secretary, who wrote an account of the visit which was published in 1829, states that he was 

greeted by plusieurs millions Americans.3 Plusieurs means “several,” which most dictionaries 

say is “three to five.” If we take a conservative estimate, Levasseur was attesting to the fact that 

3,000,000 Americans came to see the General. In light of all the places he visited on his yearlong 

odyssey and the reported crowds – e.g., a Boston newspaper reported that the procession from 

Roxbury to Boston on August 24, 1824 contained 70,000 people – this seems to be a reasonable 

estimate. Thus, over 25% of the total population of 11,750,000 saw Lafayette during his 

triumphant tour. 

 

 The result was that Lafayette’s name was firmly imprinted on the American psyche. 

There are 80 counties, cities, towns, and townships named for Lafayette: Lafayettes, Fayettes, 

Fayettevilles, La Granges, (named for the chateau where Lafayette resided from 1800 to 1834), 

Lafayettevilles, and even a Lagrangeville. There is Mount Lafayette in New Hampshire and 

Lafayette College in Pennsylvania. There is a Lafayette River in southern Virginia and a Lake 

Lafayette in northern Florida. There are countless streets, avenues, roads, and parks named for 
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Lafayette. In the City of Boston alone there are seven different streets named for Lafayette. In 

the five boroughs of New York City there are ten. There are statues or monuments to Lafayette 

in many American cities, large and small. 

 

 

 
Daniel Chester French’s Lafayette Monument, Prospect Park, Brooklyn, New York 

 

 

 Even before the Farewell Tour, Americans named their children for Lafayette or took his 

name for their own. George Washington’s great-nephew was named George “Fayette” 

Washington. A slave who served Lafayette as a spy in Cornwallis’ camp at Yorktown was 

liberated with Lafayette’s help in the 1780s, and James Armistead took the name “James 

Lafayette.” Numerous children who were born during the Farewell Tour of 1824-1825 were 

named “Lafayette.” For example, Lafayette was present in Richmond in 1824 for the baptism of 

General and Governor Thomas Nelson’s granddaughter who became “Virginia Lafayette 

Nelson.” In 1825, Lafayette stopped in Utica, New York on his way to Boston after having 

travelled through all the Southern and Western States. A future American explorer and 

wilderness romantic was born in Utica that year and baptized “Lafayette” Bunnell. The name 

“Lafayette” was passed to later generations. Supreme Court Justice Hugo L. Black was given the 

middle name “Lafayette,” which was the middle name of his father. 
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 A cottage industry of consumer goods arose to honor Lafayette during the Farewell Tour. 

Numerous American artists painted portraits of Lafayette. Why were the American people so 

enraptured by this 67-year-old man who walked with a cane and limped, who wore a hairpiece, 

who had not held civil or military authority since 1792 and then held no public office in France 

or in his adoptive land America? The speeches given in Portsmouth, New Hampshire on 

September 1, 1824 are telling: 

 

The town father who greeted Lafayette said: 

 

Having enjoyed, as we do, the happiness which a free government creates, our 

gratitude comes naturally to those whose courage had obtained it for us. Those 

intrepid men among us who have, at the moment of danger, come to the defense 

of their country, have, without a doubt, rights to our veneration: but it is clear, 

nonetheless, that in fighting for the liberty of their country, they were working to 

assure their own happiness and the future of their children; the particular feeling 

of interest which motivates them does not at all diminish the value of their 

services, but the disinterested zeal which brought you from a foreign land to aid 

the inhabitants of this one stands out in remarkable relief. In us, the love of liberty 

was but a patriotic sentiment; in you, it was the result of a sentiment nobler still, 

the love of the human race.4 

 

According to Levasseur, Lafayette responded: 

 

The approbation of a free, virtuous and enlightened people is the most beautiful 

recompense that one can receive and one which, like true glory, is priceless. This 

recompense is sweeter still because it is accorded to an adopted son… .5 

 

 Levasseur reports that “general applause and unanimous cheering interrupted him and 

proved that this adoption was in all their hearts.”6 

 

 After the fall of the Second Empire in 1870, and the birth of the Third Republic, the two 

great nations were now philosophically aligned, and the reaffirmation of Franco-American 

friendship commenced. The period from 1870 to the early 1950s seems to have been an extended 

second honeymoon in the Franco-American relationship. 

 

 The Statue of Liberty, a symbol of Franco-American connection and friendship, was 

presented to America in 1886 by the French people with the approval of the Republic. The 

background is instructive. I am indebted to my friend, Yasmin Bryon, author of Enlightening the 

World: The Creation of the Statue of Liberty (Cornell University Press, 2010) for enlightening 

me on this wonderful story of Franco-American cooperation. 

 

 At a dinner party at his home in Glatigny near Versailles in 1865, Edouard de Laboulaye, 

historian, author, legal scholar, teacher, and republican, suggested the idea that France and 

America cooperate to built a monument to liberty in America to celebrate the centennial of 

American independence. As one of his guests, the sculptor Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi, recalled 

the conversation, Laboulaye, who had heard Lafayette speak in his youth and was conversant 
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with his extraordinary reception on the Farewell Tour, remarked that America had more 

sympathy for France than any other European nation and that this sentiment was based on the 

community of thoughts and of struggles sustained with common aspirations, specifically the 

struggle for independence. The proof of America’s attitude towards France is that “in the United 

States they hold up to honor the remembrance of the common glories, they love Lafayette and 

his volunteers as they revere the American heroes.”7 

 

 Laboulaye’s dream of a monument in America stalled during the Empire; but under the 

Third Republic, in 1874, he and others formed an organization called the French-American 

Union, which issued a public appeal for funds to the people of France late that year. Those who 

signed this appeal included Laboulaye, and two grandsons of Lafayette, Oscar de Lafayette and 

Jules de Lasteyrie, both of whom were members of the French Senate. 

 

 At the Paris Opera in April 1876, a benefit performance was held of the Liberty Cantata 

written and conducted for the occasion by Charles-François Gounod. Laboulaye made a 

powerful appeal: 

 

 This Liberty will not be the one wearing a red bonnet on her head, a pike 

in her hand, who walks on corpses. It will be the American Liberty, who does not 

hold an incendiary torch, but a beacon which enlightens … One century from now 

America … will celebrate its second Centennial. They will have forgotten us, but 

she will not have forgotten either Washington or La Fayette. This Statue of 

Liberty created in a common effort, will preserve the precious memories which 

are the link between the two nations; it will preserve among future generations, 

like a sacred tradition, the eternal friendship of the United States and France.8 

 

 The appeal was successful. About 100,000 people and many chambers of commerce and 

local authorities subscribed over a five-year period. Moreover, the creation of this monument to 

liberty truly became a joint project as Laboulaye had hoped. Bartholdi’s statue was financed by 

the French people; the Third Republic provided transport to America on a ship of state; the 

American people raised funds for the construction of the pedestal; and the United States provided 

a site on Bedloe’s Island in New York Harbor. 
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French Subscription Agreement with images of Washington, Lafayette, and Rochambeau 
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American Subscription Agreement with images of Washington and Lafayette 

 

 

 The Statue of Liberty was inaugurated on October 28, 1886 during a spectacular 

celebration attended by President Grover Cleveland, his cabinet and senior commanders of the 

Army and Navy. France was represented by the Admiral commanding the French North Atlantic 

Division and numerous other dignitaries. W. Albert LeFaivre, the French Consul General, said in 

his address: “To us, Americans and Frenchmen, liberty is not only a common doctrine; it is also 

a family tree.”9 In the principal address by Chauncey M. Depew, the orator reviewed and 

extolled Lafayette’s life and work both in America and France. He began: “The story of 

[Lafayette’s] life is the history of the time which made possible this statue, and his spirit is the 
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very soul of this celebration.”10 He noted that the “alliance [with France during the Revolution] 

assured our triumph, and Lafayette assured the alliance.”11 He concluded: “the spirit-voices of 

Washington and Lafayette join in the glad acclaim of France and America to Liberty 

Enlightening the World,” the given name of the statue.12 

 

 
Deed of Gift for the Statue of Liberty with images of Washington, Lafayette, and Rochambeau 
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 The American people reciprocated by commissioning an equestrian statue of Lafayette 

and presenting it to France. This statue by Paul Wayland Bartlett was financed by coins collected 

by American school children – that is why it’s called the Children’s Statue – and by a collector’s 

coin produced by the U.S. Mint called “the Lafayette dollar.” On the front, this coin has the 

profiles of Lafayette and Washington and, on the reverse side, an image of the proposed 

equestrian statue. The statue was delivered in 1908 and sat outside the Louvre until the I.M. Pei 

pyramid was constructed in the late 1980s; it was then moved to a new location on the right bank 

of the Seine. The inscription is in both French and English, and the latter reads: “Erected by the 

school children of the United States in grateful memory of Lafayette, statesman, soldier, patriot.” 

A copy of the Children’s Statue stands outside the State House in Hartford, Connecticut. 

 

 
Children’s Statue 
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 During World War I, on September 6, 1915, the anniversaries of both Lafayette’s birth 

and of the first day of the Battle of the Marne in 1914 were celebrated in a number of American 

cities, including New York and Boston. The day was called “Lafayette Day” or “Lafayette-

Marne Day” and the practice continued in some cities into the 1930s. 

 

 
Photos of Lafayette Day, September 6, 1917 in front of the Episcopal 

Cathedral of St. Paul in Boston 
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 Beginning in 1915, American volunteer pilots came to fight for France and were formed 

into what became known as the Lafayette Escadrille, a unit of American fliers under a French 

commander. Other American pilots, members of what was known as the Lafayette Flying Corps, 

were dispersed throughout regular French air squadrons. As Lafayette did for America, these 

men fought for France well before their country’s formal entry into the war in 1917. Jarousse de 

Sillac, an aviation enthusiast in the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, had written a 

memorandum in support of the creation of an all-American squadron within the French air 

service: “It appears to me that there might be great advantages in creating an American squadron. 

The United States would be proud of the fact that certain of her young men, acting as did 

Lafayette, have come to fight for France and civilization. The resulting sentiment of enthusiasm 

could have but one effect: to turn the Americans in the direction of the Allies.”13 De Sillac 

proved to be prophetic. As if on cue, in 1916, Theodore Roosevelt, America’s leading 

cheerleader for joining the Allies in the war against Germany, published an article in Collier’s 

Magazine entitled “Lafayettes of the Air: Young Americans who are flying for France.” The 

exploits of those fearless young Americans, flying what were, in effect, motorized kites made of 

wood, coated linen, and wire, excited the imagination of their countrymen and engendered 

sympathy for France. 

 

 On September 23, 1916, two months after Roosevelt’s article appeared, Kiffin Rockwell, 

24, one of the best known “Lafayettes of the Air,” was shot down and killed over Alsace. A 

leading American poet of his day, Edward Lee Masters, wrote an inspirational poem: “I Pay My 

Debt for Lafayette and Rochambeau, In Memory of Kiffin Rockwell.” 

 

 

Heights could not awe you, 

Depths could not stay you. 

Anguished we saw you, 

Saw Death way-lay you, 

Where the storm flings 

Black clouds to thicken 

Round France’s defender! 

Archangel stricken 

From ramparts of splendor – 

Shattered your wings! … 

 

But Lafayette called you, 

Rochambeau beckoned. 

Duty enthralled you. 

For France you had reckoned 

Her gift and your debt.14 
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 A Lafayette-themed poem, “The Sword of Lafayette,” appeared at about that time. The 

first stanza reads: 

 

It was the time of our despair, 

When lion-hearted Washington – 

That man of patience and of prayer – 

Looked sadly at each rising sun. 

In all the freedom-breeding air, 

Of hope and rescue there was none. 

When lo! – as down from Heaven let, 

There came the sword of Lafayette!15 

 

The last stanza ends: “Forget us Lord if we forget the Sacred Sword of Lafayette.”16 

 

 Upon the arrival of the American Expeditionary Force in Paris in 1917, General Pershing 

visited Lafayette’s Tomb where his aide Colonel Stanton said famously: “Lafayette, we are 

here.”17 On Thanksgiving Day in 1918, shortly after the armistice, General Pershing addressed 

the troops and said: “We are proud to have repaid the debt of gratitude to the land of Lafayette 

and to have lent our aid in saving civilization from destruction.”18 The day after his arrival in 

France in December for the treaty negotiations, President Wilson had a wreath laid at Lafayette’s 

tomb with a card that said: “In memory of the great Lafayette, from a fellow servant of liberty.”19 

In 1919, Wilson named a new national park in Maine “Lafayette National Park.” Unfortunately, 

we lost that one in 1929, when donors, a married couple, offered to double the land of what is 

now Acadia National Park if the name were changed. The donors were British citizens with a 

long memory. 

 

 Throughout the year 1934, there were numerous commemorative events in the United 

States on the centennial of Lafayette’s death. On the anniversary date, May 20, 1934, President 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt addressed a joint session of Congress. He was preceded to the 

podium by the French Ambassador, whose speech included a message from the President of 

France, Albert Lebrun. In the course of his speech, the Ambassador said: 

 

 

 History has indeed united the names of Washington and La Fayette with 

bonds that cannot be severed. A friendship, so rare and so true, grew up between 

La Fayette – youthful and impetuous – and Washington – mature and self-

possessed, and continued to bear fruit long after the deaths of these two great 

leaders. Despite occasional differences of opinion, their intercourse always was 

marked by a spirit of the greatest courtesy and confidence. This friendship 

between these two champions of liberty, based on complete devotion to the same 

ideals, must continue, as in the past, to inspire the American and French Nations, 

not only in the present but in the days to come.20 
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President Roosevelt began his reply as follows: 

 

 A century ago President Andrew Jackson, in communicating the 

melancholy news of the death of La Fayette to the Congress of the United States, 

called it “afflicting intelligence.” And so it was. It made more than one nation 

mourn; none more than our own. The Marquis de La Fayette was referred to in a 

general order to our Army and Navy as “the distinguished friend of the United 

States;” and the Congress, with rare felicity, added to this the phrase “the friend of 

Washington, and the friend of liberty.” 

 

 In this threefold role of friendship we, the people of this Nation, have 

enshrined him in our hearts, and today we cherish his memory above that of any 

citizen of a foreign country. It is as one of our Nation’s peerless heroes that we 

hail him. 

 

 Many generations later, more than two million American boys, backed by 

the solidarity of a great Nation, went to France. Those soldiers and sailors were 

repaying the debt of gratitude we owe to La Fayette and at the same time they 

were seeking to preserve those fundamentals of liberty and democracy to which in 

a previous age he had dedicated his life.21 

 

President Roosevelt’s concluding words were: 

 

 Mr. Ambassador, I trust that you will inform our good friend, the 

President of the French Republic, the Government of France, and through them 

the people of France that on this hundredth anniversary of the death of Gilbert du 

Motier Marquis de La Fayette we, the representatives of the people of the United 

States, have assembled once more to do honor to the friend of America.22 

 

 It should be noted that the French Ambassador, who addressed President Roosevelt and 

was in turn addressed by him at this historic zenith of Franco-American friendship, André de 

Laboulaye, was the grandson of the Statue of Liberty’s guiding light, Edouard de Laboulaye. 
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Franklin Roosevelt at the Joint Session of Congress on May 20, 1934 with the French 

Ambassador at his far left 

 

 

 Shortly after the outbreak of hostilities in Europe with Germany’s invasion of Poland in 

September of 1939, the U.S. Government interned a French ship, Normandie, which had sought 

refuge in New York Harbor. The ship was still in New York on December 12, 1941, five days 

after Pearl Harbor, when the Coast Guard took complete custody of the ship. On December 16, 

1941, an assistant to Colonel William “Wild Bill” Donovan, head of the Office of Strategic 

Services (precursor to the CIA), wrote a memo to his superior: “It would be a swell propaganda 

stunt now that we have taken over the Normandie to rename her the Lafayette. What about it?”23 

This was the second ship that the Navy named for Lafayette – the first had seen service in the 

Civil War. The third was commissioned in 1963. It was the lead ship of the Lafayette-class of 

ballistic missile submarines. The only other foreigner for whom the US Navy has named three 

ships is Admiral comte de Grasse, another hero of the American Revolution. 

 

 And, of course, the role of the United States in liberating France in World War II, 

exemplified by the D-Day invasion of June 6, 1944, is well remembered, as is evidenced by the 

annual joint commemoration on June 6 in France. Not to be underestimated is the assist that 

America gave France in its post-war recovery via the Marshall Plan. 
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 Thereafter, starting in the 1950s and lasting about half a century, there came un froid in 

the Franco-American relationship, but never a breakdown. This part of our common history 

could be subtitled “from De Gaulle to George W. Bush.” From the Suez crisis to the “Force de 

Frappe,” the independent French nuclear force, and France’s withdrawal from NATO’s military 

command, to the Iraq War, Secretary Rumsfield’s derisive characterization of France as part of 

the “Old Europe” and those abominable “Freedom Fries,” the Franco-American relationship was 

strained but not broken. Even during this difficult time, there was frequent and continuing 

cooperation on numerous issues of common interest and concern, including Afghanistan where 

the “Brigade Lafayette” fought alongside American troops. 

 

 Beginning with the election of President Nicolas Sarkozy and continuing with Barack 

Obama’s election, our two great republics commenced their third honeymoon and, as could have 

been predicted, Lafayette has again become the symbol of their friendship. 

 

 When he visited the White House and Mount Vernon in November, 2007, President 

Sarkozy repeatedly referred to Lafayette, the friend of America. At the White House, he told the 

story of the toasts at the birthday dinner that President John Quincy Adams held for Lafayette on 

September 6, 1825, shortly before his departure for France on September 7. Levasseur reports 

this story in his book. In fact, I believe that Sarkozy got the story from Lafayette in America in 

1824 and 1825 as the French Embassy bought a copy of the book in the summer of 2007. 

 

 Towards the end of the meal, the President, departing from diplomatic 

customs that prohibited toasts at his table, got up and made the following toast: 

‘To February 22 and to September 6, birthdays of Washington and Lafayette.’ 

Profoundly moved to see his name thus associated with that of Washington, 

General Lafayette expressed his gratitude to the President, and gave the following 

toast: ‘To July 4, birthday of liberty in the two hemispheres.’24 

 

 In his address to a Joint Session of Congress in the House Chamber, President Sarkozy 

noted that the deliberations of Congress are conducted “under the common gaze of Washington 

and Lafayette,” referring to the monumental portraits on either side of the rostrum.25 The 

“Lafayette” by Ary Scheffer was the artist’s Farewell Tour gift to Congress in 1824, given on 

account of “the national honors which the free people of the United States are at the moment 

bestowing on the friend and companion in arms of your illustrious Washington.”26 Sarkozy 

pointed out that what brought these men together was “their faith in common values, the heritage 

of the Enlightenment, the same love for freedom and justice.” He continued: “At the beginning 

of the 21st Century, we must fight to defend and promote those ideals of freedom and democracy 

that men such as Washington and Lafayette invented together.”27 And he concluded that he was 

representing “[a] France that comes to meet America to renew the pact of friendship and the 

alliance that Washington and Lafayette sealed at Yorktown.” Having met President Sarkozy in 

Washington, John McCain said: “Sarkozy is the first real pro-American [Frenchman] I’ve met 

since Lafayette.”28 

 

 In February 2014, France’s President François Hollande made a state visit to America 

and, again, Lafayette was present at center stage. 
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 On February 10, President Obama took France’s President on a tour of Monticello. While 

at Jefferson’s home, Obama said: “This home represents the bonds that helped lead to the 

American Revolution, helped to influence the French Revolution, figures like Lafayette, who 

played such a central role in our own independence – all this is signified here at Monticello.” 

 

 Hollande replied as follows: “I also wish to confirm that this bond that unites us with 

Jefferson, that these bonds are sustained over time because he represents values and principles. 

Freedom, human dignity, rights – these are the values to which we are continuing to fight around 

the world, the United States and France. We were allies in the time of Jefferson and Lafayette. 

We are still allies today. We were friends in the time of Jefferson and Lafayette, and we will 

remain friends forever.” 

 

 On Tuesday morning, February 11, in his remarks on the White House lawn, Hollande 

reverted to Jefferson and Lafayette: “Today we stand united and we have built a model of 

friendship – a friendship that is the best recipe for a better world, a world such as the one 

dreamed by Thomas Jefferson and Lafayette. It is not just about friendship. It is an alliance 

which will enable us to make this world a safer place, a better place, a more humane place.” 

 

 Finally, in his toast at the State Dinner on Tuesday evening, Hollande returned to 

Lafayette: “France and the United States of America are bound by ties of history – great history 

of French citizens such as Lafayette, who fought alongside the heroes of independence to allow 

your dream of freedom to prevail.” 

 

 President Obama’s parting gift to President Hollande was a table made of hardwood 

including timber from a fallen oak at Mt. Vernon. In a circular chamber at its center was a replica 

of the key to the Bastille that Lafayette sent to Washington in 1790 and that still hangs near the 

front door of Mt. Vernon. 
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President Obama’s gift to President Hollande 

 

 In April of 2018, President Emmanuel Macron of France made a State Visit to the United 

States. Bob Kelly, a long-time AFL member, read all the speeches and toasts made by Presidents 

Trump and Macron, and counted twenty mentions of Lafayette plus two allusions to him. This 

includes one reference to Lafayette made by Vice President Pence. 

 

 As America’s more consultative, more collegial foreign policy takes hold under the 

Biden Administration, we have reason to hope that the new bloom on this 245-year-old rose will 

continue to flourish and that the third honeymoon between America and France should last at 

least as long as the 80-year-long second. 

 

 

 

 Note: 

 This paper was first presented at the Hale-Byrnes House in Newark, Delaware on 

September 5, 2009 at an event sponsored by the Alliance Française of Wilmington. It appeared 

as one of the articles in a 2013 AFL publication entitled Symbol of Two Worlds: Essays on 

Lafayette. Most recently, on April 21, 2021, this paper was presented on a Zoom program 

offered by the NPS W3R National Historic Trail. 
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The Hôtel de Noailles 
by Stephanie Dray and Jan O’Sullivan 

 

 For those wishing to follow in Lafayette’s footsteps when visiting France, a little-known 

destination ought to be the modern day Hȏtel St. James Albany, only a stone’s throw from the 

Tuileries Garden. It is, in fact, the last remnant of Adrienne Lafayette’s childhood home, the 

hôtel de Noailles, where Lafayette and his bride resided in the early days of their marriage – and 

where he plotted his American adventure. 

 

 It is also a place of happy memories for both of us. Stephanie’s visit to this 

underappreciated landmark was part of her research for her novel The Women of Chateau 

Lafayette. 

 

 Jan’s visit was during the summer of 1970 when her family traveled to France. It was the 

era of Europe-on-$5-a-day. The four of us flew to Paris on a 747, a new model of airplane. After 

renting a Renault, my dad drove us to the hotel that had been recommended to us, the Hȏtels St. 

James et d’Albany (as it was called at that time) on the Rue Saint-Honoré. We turned off the 

street into the courtyard of a very grand building. This was unlike any place we had stayed back 

at home. We were shown to a two-room suite that cost 195 francs per night, about $40. After 

unpacking, we ventured back down to the main level and discovered another courtyard. We felt 

that we had been transported in time to 18th century Paris, especially when we noticed a plaque 

right above where we were sitting that commemorated a meeting of Lafayette and Marie 

Antoinette on February 15, 1779. The grandeur of the building had already made an impression, 

but now we had the sensation of walking in the footsteps of history. Also, we were wondering, 

while trying not to jump to conclusions, just what was the relationship between Marie Antoinette 

and Lafayette? 

 

 
Jan (left) with her mother and sister in the courtyard, July 1970 
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The plaque in 1970 when Jan was there……….and when Stephanie took a selfie a few years ago 

 

 

 Lafayette came to Paris at age 11, and his first home was the Palais de Luxembourg. His 

mother already was spending time there, and her parents lived there also. Two years into his 

studies at the Collège du Plessis, his 32-year-old mother became ill and died. Her father died a 

few weeks later. Lafayette’s great-grandfather, the Comte de la Rivière, was still living, and he 

took an interest in Lafayette’s education, deciding it was time to begin his military career. 

Around the same time, his family set to work to find him a mate. 

 

 On Lafayette’s fourteenth birthday, which he celebrated at Chavaniac, he learned that he 

was to marry. His new father-in-law would be Duc d’Ayen, scion of the powerful Noailles 

family–a man with five daughters and no sons. Lafayette’s bride was to be the second eldest: 

Marie Adrienne Françoise, only twelve at the time of their betrothal. Adrienne’s mother 

protested against the match because they were so young, and because she worried that the 

orphaned Lafayette seemed cold and might have his character corrupted by the enormous wealth 

he was set to inherit. Only once the Duchesse was reassured that the marriage would not take 

place for another two years and that the newlyweds would live under her watchful eye in their 

family homes in Paris and Versailles, did she consent to the match.  

 

 At first, Lafayette lived at the Noailles family’s other hôtel de Noailles in Versailles, 

where he learned horsemanship. Over the next couple of years, he got to know his bride-to-be, 

who was not told of this arrangement right away. However, she grew very fond of him and was 

elated when she received the news, following her older sister’s wedding. Lafayette undoubtedly 

spent some time at Adrienne’s family home in Paris - the hôtel de Noailles on the Rue Saint-

Honoré - and what a contrast this home must have made when he thought back to his own 

somewhat impoverished feudal castle in Chavaniac! 
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Château de Chavaniac, from a 19th century engraving 
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 At the height of its splendor, the estate of the hôtel de Noailles was so vast that it was 

said the stables could hold half a regiment of cavalry, and the owner could throw a fox hunting 

party within the walls of the estate. Yet at one end, it was nestled between the Church of St. 

Roch on one side, and the Tuileries Garden on the other. One entered between two Ionic columns 

into an expansive court of honor that was the envy of royalty. The house itself was a veritable 

treasure trove of priceless artwork on display, including works of the old masters like da Vinci, 

Raphael, Rubens, and Rembrandt, as well as contemporary artists like Watteau and Boucher. In 

short, it was a gilded world unto itself, populated by an army of liveried servants, and complete 

with a beautiful garden that has now been covered over by the shops on the Rue de Rivoli.  

 

 

 
Detail of a map of Paris drawn in 1739 showing “H. de Noailles” (underlined in red, at left) 

on the Rue Saint-Honoré and gardens extending behind it to the Tuileries 

 

 

 The wedding was planned for the week after Easter, Monday, April 11, 1774. It was held 

in the chapel of the hôtel de Noailles in Paris. In one source, we learned that the Abbé de Murat, 

who held Lafayette at his baptism in Chavaniac, performed the ceremony. In another, the 

archbishop of Paris is said to have presided, marking how notable this union was. (Note that both 

of these details may be true, given that it was an important religious event.) Adrienne’s family 

far outnumbered Lafayette’s, and the guest list also included many important people from Paris 

and beyond. The dinner menu has a long list of delicacies - it was quite the feast! 
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A second plaque at the Hȏtel St. James Albany with the wedding date 

 

 
Wedding menu, courtesy of Special Collections and College Archives, Skillman Library, 

Lafayette College 
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 The newlyweds remained at the hôtel de Noailles after the wedding. 

 

 If Lafayette’s youthful love letters to his wife are any indication, the marriage was happy, 

though he spent much of his early married years in military training. However, his ambitions 

were frustrated by the new war minister’s policy against entrusting military leadership to young 

and untested noblemen. 

 

 With his future as a soldier very much in doubt, how often did the teenage Lafayette pace 

the tiled halls of the hȏtel de Noailles, staring up at the chandeliers, pondering his options? It’s 

impossible to know, but easy to imagine that in the house of his wife’s family he felt himself to 

be trapped in a gilded cage. Especially when his father-in-law forbade him to take part in the 

American War for Independence. 

 

 Thanks to the work of biographer Laura Auricchio, we know that according to Baron de 

Kalb, Lafayette plotted his American adventure with de Kalb in his own apartments at the hȏtel 

de Noailles in Paris, so it is, of course, an open question as to how surprised his wife and her 

family were – or were not – about his plans. But when he left in early 1777 for a visit to London, 

it would be the last time he would set foot in the hôtel de Noailles until he secured a soldier’s 

leave from the American War. 

 

 On that occasion, fresh from fighting with the Americans, he arrived in Brest on February 

6, 1779 and traveled to Versailles. Because he had gone to America against the king’s wishes, he 

was not allowed to pay his respects to Louis XVI, and he was placed on a sort of house arrest at 

the hôtel de Noailles in Paris, where he could only have visits from relatives. However, he did 

not lack company; the Noailles family was extensive. His confinement did not last that long, 

perhaps a week to ten days, and then he was back to life as a courtier. He was also busy trying to 

arrange for an expeditionary force to America, so he was back and forth between Paris and 

Versailles during the year he was home. 

 

 It is interesting that the plaque on the hôtel de Noailles purports to commemorate a visit 

between Lafayette and Marie Antoinette on February 15, 1779. We could find nothing in the 

literature about such a visit. In the sources we consulted, there was one mention that Lafayette 

and Marie Antoinette had seen each other briefly at Versailles as he was leaving for his house 

arrest. The date on the plaque would have been during that week, and it seems unlikely to us that 

Marie Antoinette, even if she had been in Paris that week, would have defied the king’s order 

banning Lafayette from seeing people not related to him. The other odd thing about the date on 

the plaque is that there is a much more celebrated meeting between the two of them, which 

happened three years later. 

 

 As we know, Lafayette returned to America and was an integral part of the victory at 

Yorktown in October, 1781. He then set sail back to France on the Alliance on Christmas 

morning. After twenty-four days at sea and three days of hard riding, he arrived back in Paris. 
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 Lafayette biographer Louis Gottschalk has a wonderful description of Lafayette and 

Adrienne’s reunion: 

 

 The carriage that bore Lafayette rolled up before the Noailles town house 

in the Faubourg St. Honoré early in the afternoon. A joyous band of market 

women, having learned somehow that he was coming, had gathered at the 

mansion gate. As he stepped out of his carriage, they crowded around him, 

offering branches of laurel. Inside the house he found his two children – “grown 

up so much that I find myself [a] great deal older than I apprehended.” A rapid 

fire of questions revealed that Mme de Lafayette was not at home. She had gone 

to the Hôtel de Ville to attend a banquet given by the king and queen to celebrate 

the birth of their long-awaited son three months earlier. It would probably be 

hours before Their Majesties could decently leave, and no one would presume to 

leave before them. Then it would take hours for the procession of coaches to 

move along the wintry streets in appointed order as the ladies accompanied the 

queen to the chȃteau of La Muette near the Bois de Boulogne. 

 

 The marquis prepared to wait for six or seven hours. Sooner than he could 

have expected, however, a sudden commotion filled the air. The clatter of hoofs 

and carriage wheels upon the paving stones of the Rue St. Honoré revealed that 

the royal procession would pass by his very door. He went to the gate to pay his 

respects to Her Majesty and perhaps to catch a glimpse of his wife. The queen’s 

carriage stopped before the Noailles house, and sitting beside Marie Antoinette 

was his Adrienne! 

 

 The king and queen, when the news of the young husband’s return reached 

the Hôtel de Ville, had tried to induce Adrienne to leave the banquet, knowing, as 

all Paris society knew, how hard the separation had been for the devoted wife. But 

Adrienne remembered her manners and begged only that the cortège should pass 

by the Noailles hôtel on the way to La Muette so that she might see her husband 

as he paid his respects to the queen. Her gracious Majesty immediately called her 

carriage, invited the astonished Adrienne to join her, and followed by a retinue of 

noblewomen who outranked the Lafayettes and should normally have preceded 

Adrienne they had come to where the marquis now stood to salute them. The 

queen spoke affably to him, congratulating him warmly on his victories and safe 

return and then, despite the gentle protests of Adrienne, ordered her to stay with 

her husband. As Adrienne stepped from the royal carriage, a vast crowd that had 

gathered to see the queen and the victor of Yorktown broke into lively applause. 

Trembling and faint with joy, Adrienne fell into her Gilbert’s arms, and he carried 

her into the house. For a long time afterward, Adrienne later confessed, she would 

grow weak whenever her husband entered a room where she was and, afraid to 

become a nuisance to him, would try to restrain her feelings. 

 

 

 Is this the reunion that is celebrated on the plaque, perhaps with the wrong date? We 

can’t say with certainty, but it seems likely. 
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 A bit after the birth of their youngest child Virginie in September 1782, Lafayette and 

Adrienne moved out of the hȏtel de Noailles and into a house they had purchased on the Rue de 

Bourbon. (The Rue de Bourbon is now the Rue de Lille, just on the other side of the Seine, 

running behind the Musėe d’Orsay.) 

 

 Unfortunately, only part of the hȏtel de Noailles still stands today. The main part of the 

mansion was built in 1687 by an uncle of Colbert, the Minister of Finance for Louis XIV. There 

was one other owner before Duc Adrien-Maurice Noailles bought it in 1711. He made 

substantial additions, and the interior was turned into a veritable museum. 

 

 Starting in 1792, the hȏtel was occupied by various revolutionary committees. After that, 

it was a restaurant until 1802, at which time the restaurateur was evicted to make way for 

Charles-François Lebrun, Third Consul under Napoleon. The property was returned to the 

Noailles family in 1814 during the Bourbon Restoration. After two subsequent sales, the 

property was divided into five lots, and parts of the buildings were destroyed around 1830. 

 

 

 
“1830 Ancien hȏtel de Noailles, Rue St Honoré, Pendant la démolition” 

Graphite drawing by François Alexandre Pernot 

Musée Carnavalet, Paris 
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 In 1853, the part that was preserved became a hotel, which changed hands and names 

over the years. On November 14, 1956 it became the Hȏtels St. James et d’Albany. A brochure 

from Jan’s trip in 1970 describes the Hȏtel St. James as being the part that was from the Noailles 

residence and the Hȏtel d’Albany as the charming building through the courtyard that “faces the 

Tuileries and gets all the sun.” 

 

 There have been some minor changes to the name since then. A brochure from 1984 

describes it as “145 rooms residential luxury hotel, with studios, two-rooms or duplex flats.” At 

one time, it was part of the Clarion brand, part of Choice Hotels International. It is currently 

affiliated with one other luxury hotel in the Paris borough of Auteuil. At the time of this writing, 

it is closed for extensive renovations, perhaps in order to reopen before the Paris Olympics in 

2024. (The person we were able to contact in the hotel management said they do not have a 

projected reopening date.) 

 

 
An undated photo from the hotel’s Twitter feed, perhaps from the late 1950s 

 

 

 When the Hȏtel St. James Albany reopens, we are sure that it will continue to do a brisk 

business with tourists, most of whom may have little idea of the historical roots of the place; 

certainly the staff did not play up the Lafayette connection when Stephanie visited, and she had 

to pester them for details. But close one’s eyes and the hustle and bustle on the Parisian street has 

much in common with the clatter Lafayette must have heard when coming of age within these 

storied walls. 
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The lights at the Hȏtel St. James Albany, now closed for renovation, 

will be shining again soon. 

 

 
A lot of ivy has grown in the courtyard since 1970. 
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Hȏtel Saint James Albany entrance on the Rue de Rivoli 

The Rue de Rivoli did not separate the hôtel de Noailles from the Tuileries Garden 

when Lafayette lived there; it was constructed to commemorate Napoleon’s 

victory at the Battle of Rivoli in 1797. 

 

 
The entrance on the Rue Saint-Honoré 
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View from a room in the hotel into the courtyard 
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Lafayette’s World as a Youngster 
by John C. Becica 

 Most recent biographies of our hero speak in general terms about his early life at 

Chavaniac and later in Paris. Wanting to know more about his relatives and the family 

atmosphere in which he was raised, I have researched the lineage of his father and mother. 

 

 Lafayette’s paternal lineage is as follows: 

Grandfather: Edouard François Motier de Lafayette, Marquis de Vissac    

                     November 21,1669 - January 9, 1740 (Age 70) 

Grandmother: Marie Catherine de Suat, Dame de Chavaniac 

                       1690 – April 20, 1772 (Age 82-83) 
 

 Lafayette’s grandparents married on January 9, 1708 when she was about 18 and he 38. 

They had four children spaced out over 21 years. Marie Catherine had lived at Chavaniac since 

1701 when the château was rebuilt after a fire. She brought it into the union with Edouard as part 

of her dowry. After 32 years of marriage, Edouard passed away at age 70. His last three years 

were said to have been spent in agony after a terrible accident. On October 8,1736, he had been 

part of an escort as the King of France returned from a hunt. Riding next to the carriage, 

Edouard’s horse collapsed, taking Edouard with it. He fell, cracking open his head. He then 

lingered with that serious injury for 39 months before succumbing. 

 

 Marie Catherine had also endured the loss of her 

oldest son Jacques Roch 5½ years earlier. Following her 

husband’s death, she was left to run Chavaniac by 

herself, raising her three remaining children Madeleine, 

Charlotte, and Lafayette’s father, Roch Gilbert. Roch 

Gilbert, the youngest, was only age 2 at his brother’s 

death and age 8 at his father’s, so he grew up without a 

major male influence in his life.  Lafayette’s 

grandmother had been running Chavaniac by herself for 

17 years before our hero Lafayette was born when she 

was around age 67. Marie Catherine was known for her 

kindness and generosity, treating the peasants on her 

estate fairly, and being a source of sage advice for the 

locals. Under her management, Chavaniac has been 

described as an island of liberty in a sea of feudal 

oppression. Growing up in this atmosphere would surely 

influence our hero as he formed his philosophy 

concerning the liberty and equality of man.                                    

 

                  

        Portrait considered likely to be of  

        Marie Catherine at a young age. 
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 The descendants of Lafayette’s grandparents included four children. In addition to 

Lafayette’s father, one of them married, and she had a daughter: 

 

Uncle: Jacques Roch Gilbert Motier de Lafayette 

            August 11, 1711 – July 8, 1734 (Age 22) 

 

Aunt #1: Marguerite Madeleine du Motier 

                ?  – 1783 (Unmarried)  

 

Aunt # 2: Louise Charlotte Guérin Motier 

                1720 or 1729 – May 6, 1811 (Age 91 or 82) 

 

               Married in 1755 

               Jacques Guérin de Chavaniac, 

               Baron de Montialoux 

                   ?  – May, 1761 

 

Cousin: (Daughter of Aunt Charlotte and Jacques) 

              Louise Marie Jeanne Catherine Guérin de Chavaniac 

              1754 – 1778 (Age 24 - Died in childbirth) 

              Married on August 25, 1776 

              Auchin d’Abos 

               1756 – 1807 

 

Father: Michel Louis Christophe Roch Gilbert Motier de Lafayette, Marquis de Lafayette 

             August 13, 1732 – August 1, 1759 (Age 26, almost 27) 

             Married on May 22, 1754 

Mother: Marie Louise Julie de la Rivière 

              1737 – April 3, 1770 (Age 32) 

_________________________________________________________ 

 In the next generation, Lafayette had an uncle, two aunts, and his father. His uncle, 

Jacques Roch, was one of a long line of fighting men in the family who died young. During the 

War of Polish Succession, he was fighting the Austrians in Milan, Italy. He carelessly placed an 

Austrian prisoner on his horse behind him without checking the man for weapons. The prisoner 

had a pistol, and shot Jacques Roch in the back, ending his life a month before his 23rd birthday. 

 

 Next in the paternal line to inherit would be Lafayette’s father, Roch Gilbert, who was 

only two years old at the time of his older brother’s death. He would soon become the principal 

surviving male in the family, and would inherit the title “Marquis de Lafayette” at age 8 at his 

father Edouard’s passing. 
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 Aunt Madeleine reportedly did not 

want to leave home and marry. She remained a 

spinster with no marriage arranged for her. 

She contributed to Lafayette’s early 

upbringing devoting all of her affection and 

“extraordinary merit” to his early education at 

Chavaniac. She died after Lafayette had 

achieved fame in America in 1783, the year 

that the Treaty of Paris officially ended the 

American Revolution. At her death, Lafayette 

had returned to France and was about 26 years 

old. 

 

                                                                                     

                                                                    
      
         
            Portrait of Aunt Madeleine     

                                                                     (Dean Collection, Cornell University) 

           

 
          Aunt Charlotte married her husband 

Jacques in 1755 when she was either in her 20s 

or 30s, and she lived into her 80s or 90s. 

(Genealogical sources differ by nine years as to 

her birth year.) During her long life she 

witnessed the French Revolution and the reign of 

Napoleon. 

 

          After six years of marriage, Jacques passed 

away in May of 1761, four years after Lafayette 

was born. He left Charlotte a widow with their                                                     

one child, Marie, who had been born in 1754, 

three years before Lafayette. Shortly thereafter, 

circa 1762, Charlotte and Marie moved back to 

Chavaniac, where starting at age 5 Lafayette 

grew up regarding Marie as a sister. 

 

 

 

Portrait of Lafayette as a young boy holding 

a picture of his cousin Marie. The woman in the 

image has been identified as either Lafayette’s Aunt 

Charlotte or his mother.* (see note at end of article) 
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 On August 25, 1776, when she was about 22, Marie married Achin d’Abos. Two years 

later in 1778 she died in childbirth while Lafayette was in America aiding the Patriots. Lafayette 

later recalled her death as “One of his greatest sorrows.” 

 

 

 

 Roch Gilbert, Lafayette’s father, also 

followed the tradition of Lafayette fighting 

men by dying young. A colonel of grenadiers, 

he had gone off to fight in the Seven Years’ 

War, five years after having been married. He 

left his infant son, and his wife, who was 

pregnant with Lafayette’s sister, at 

Chavaniac. On August 1, 1759 he was killed 

by British artillery fire at the Battle of Minden 

in Northern Germany. The captain leading the 

artillery unit which fired the fatal cannonball 

was William Phillips.  
 
 
 
 
 
                       Portrait of Lafayette’s Father, Michel Louis 

                                                              Christophe Roche Gilbert du Motier de Lafayette                                                                                                                                        

                 (Dean Collection, Cornell University) 

 

 

 Lafayette would relate in his memoirs that 22 years later during the American Revolution 

at Petersburg, Virginia, two of his cannons opened fire on British Headquarters. One shot 

penetrated a house where Phillips lay ill. Lafayette exaggerated this story claiming that his 

cannonball killed Phillips, when in actuality Phillips died of his illness. 

 

 At Roch Gilbert’s death, Lafayette, a month short of turning 2 years old, became the only 

surviving male in the family and inherited the title “Marquis de Lafayette.” It is an interesting 

coincidence that his father at age 2 lost his much older brother (possibly a father figure) in battle, 

and Lafayette at about age 2 lost his father under the same circumstances. The boy had shown 

much interest in his warrior father and uncle during his early years, and his grandmother and 

aunts were more than pleased to feed Lafayette’s curiosity with exaggerated tales of their valor. 

The display of portraits of his soldier ancestors on the walls of Chavaniac spanning hundreds of 

years served to enhance this interest. 

 

 One of Grandmother Marie Catherine’s excellent traits was that she was a canny 

businesswoman expanding the family properties and buying out supervising feudal rights over 

her grandson so that her only surviving male heir owed no allegiance to anyone but the King.  



42 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         A Young Lafayette – 1760s 

 

 With the arrival of Aunt Charlotte and Cousin Marie, when Lafayette was 5, he grew up 

in the company of his doting grandmother, his two aunts, and his cousin. Everyone else on the 

paternal side of his family had passed on. His mother had moved to Paris. Biographers disagree 

as to his life during this period. Some say that Lafayette led an isolated life with his cousin Marie 

and their tutors as his only companions. Others say that he was left to run wild around the estate 

playing war games, mock battles, and military parades with the local peasant boys. (This author 

has not been able to find primary research evidence to support either scenario.) 

 

 At any rate, by age 8, Lafayette recalled that he “longed for glory.” “I remember nothing 

of my childhood more than my fervor for tales of glory and my plans to travel the world in the 

quest of fame,” said he. His chance to start this quest was to tame the Beast of Gévaudan, an 

animal which was wreaking havoc in the area. While he never encountered the supposed hyena 

on his walks, this was the beginning of his wish to gain honor and fame through bravery in 

battle. Learning about various historical military conflicts and war heroes from his tutor, the 

Abbé Fayon, served to enhance these desires. 

 

 Lafayette was fortunate to have been raised by family members. Most children in the 

nobility of that time were farmed out to governesses, nurses, and other outsiders. His mother had 

elected to return to her family in Paris and the social world she knew. On occasion she would 

visit Chavaniac, but Lafayette was not destined to form a strong relationship with her until, when 

he was 11, she took him to be with her in Paris.  
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 Let us now examine the family of our hero’s mother. Lafayette’s maternal lineage is quite 

complicated and is as follows: 

 

Great-Grandfather: Charles Yves Thibault Hyacinthe de la Rivière, Comte de la Rivière 

                                1691 – April 20, 1781 (Age 90) 

                                He had two daughters - one was Lafayette’s grandmother.  

Grandmother: Julie Louise Céleste de la Rivière 

                       1721 – October 7, 1753 (Age 32) 

                       Married in 1735 when she was about age 14 and he age 42 

                       (Lafayette’s grandparents were Rivière cousins.) 

Grandfather: Joseph Yves Thibault Hyacinthe de la Rivière, 

                       Comte de Corlay, Marquis de la Rivière 

                       June 10, 1693 – April 12, 1770 (Age 76) 

                       (At marriage he became the son-in-law of Charles Yves.) 

 
Mother: Marie Louise Julie de la Rivière 

              1737- April 3, 1770 (Age 32) 

 

              Married on May 22, 1754 

Father: Michel Louis Christophe Roch Gilbert Motier de Lafayette, Marquis de Lafayette 

Sister: Second child of Lafayette’s parents 

           Marie Louise Jacqueline du Motier de Lafayette 

           April, 5 1760 - April 1760 (Age 3 Months) 

              

Uncle (mother’s brother): Louis Henri de la Rivière 

                                           1751 – Before 1765 (Before age 14) 

______________________________________________________ 

Grandmother’s sister: Louise Julie Blandine de la Rivière 

                                    December 24, 1730 -  ? 

                                    Married February 17, 1749  

Grandmother’s brother-in-law: Philippe Hugues Lezay-Lusignem, Comte de Lusignem 

                                                  (Baptized) January 14, 1731 -   ? 

 

Second wife of grandmother’s brother-in-law: 

                    Comte de Lusignem remarried in 1768 after Louise Julie Blandine’s death: 

                    Marie Anne Catherine Couraud de la Roche-Chevreux, Comtesse de Lusignem 

                    March 6, 1739 -   ? 

(Note: Lusignem is also found as Lusignan) 

_______________________________________________________ 
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          Pregnant and full of grief after the death of 

her husband, Lafayette’s mother, Marie Louise 

Julie, elected to leave Lafayette at Chavaniac 

with his paternal grandmother and Aunt 

Madeleine and return to Paris to live in the 

family apartments at the Luxembourg Palace – 

going back to the Parisian social scene she knew 

so well.  There, in January of 1760, she gave 

birth to Lafayette’s sister, Marie Louise 

Jacqueline du Motier de Lafayette. The baby girl 

only lived for three months, passing away in 

April of the same year. While Lafayette 

experienced life as an only child, and later as an 

orphaned only child, technically he was not. 

Many of his biographers ignore the existence of 

his short-lived sister, whose death had to be 

another terrible blow for his mother. 

 

 

 

 Portrait of Lafayette’s Mother,  

          Marie Louise Julie de la Rivière 

      (Dean Collection, Cornell University) 

 

 Lafayette’s maternal great-grandfather, Charles Yves, the Comte de la Rivière was a 

decorated military man and had been a member of the Black Musketeers, soldiers of the King’s 

guard. Consequently, Lafayette also had military blood from his maternal side. Charles Yves was 

about 77 years old in 1768 when Lafayette at age 11 was brought to Paris to live with his mother. 

At the time of Lafayette’s birth, Charles Yves had already been a widower for several years. He 

lived a long life passing away in 1781 during the American Revolution. 

 

 His daughter, Julie Louise Céleste, Lafayette’s grandmother, had also passed away 

several years before Lafayette’s birth, making Lafayette’s grandfather Joseph Yves, the Marquis 

de la Rivière, also a widower. Most biographers speak of the Comte de la Rivière and the 

Marquis de la Rivière as being Lafayette’s great-grandfather and grandfather leading one to 

believe that they were father and son. They were not. They were father-in-law and son-in-law, 

and in fact were similar in age, being born two years apart. 

 

 Lafayette’s mother, Marie Louise Julie was the product of the marriage of two Rivière 

cousins: Joseph Yves, the Marquis de la Rivière and Julie Louise Céleste, the daughter of 

Charles Yves. These two married cousins also had a son, Lafayette’s uncle, Louis Henri, who 

had died young and was out of the picture by the time Lafayette arrived in Paris in 1768. 
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          Lafayette’s great-grandfather, Charles 

Yves, the Comte de la Rivière had a second 

daughter in addition to Lafayette’s 

grandmother Julie Louise Céleste. This 

daughter, Louise Julie Blandine de la Rivière, 

had married Philippe Hugues Lezay- 

Lusignem, Comte de Lusignem, on February 

17, 1749. She too had passed away before 

Lafayette arrived in Paris, but in 1768, the 

year of Lafayette’s arrival, the Comte married 

again, to Marie Anne Catherine Couraud de la 

Roche-Chevreux, making her the new 

Comtesse de Lusignem. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                Portrait of Louise Julie Blandine 

 

 

 With the above information, we can now start to paint a picture of family life at the 

Luxembourg Palace apartments of the Rivière family. 

 

 Lafayette’s great-grandfather Charles Yves was generally in residence. His grandfather 

Joseph Yves was not, spending most of his time managing the vast Rivière properties from his 

estate at Keroflais in Brittany. The Comte de Lusignem and his new bride the Comtesse were in 

residence, and in fact it was in their apartments that the whole family lived. In spite of the 

complicated genealogy, Lafayette came to regard them as “Aunt” and “Uncle,” and they looked 

upon him as a dearly beloved “nephew.” If we include Lafayette’s mother, Marie Louise Julie, 

we have a family of five: Great-Grandfather Rivière, Aunt and Uncle Lusignem, Mother Marie 

Louise Julie, and Lafayette. 

 

 Shortly after arriving at age 11, Lafayette was enrolled in the 4-year Collège du Plessis, 

just down the street from the Luxembourg Palace. Many biographies do not make it clear that 

even though it was close to his home, this was a boarding school. Students wore uniforms, and 

only returned home on weekends and holidays. Lafayette’s tutor, the Abbé Fayon, who came 

with him to Paris, had trained him well, and he was placed in advanced classes. Here Lafayette 

studied Latin and Greek, made his first few friends, and started to exhibit traits of leadership, 

excelling in Latin scholarship. 
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          On April 3, 1770, tragedy struck. 

Lafayette’s mother became ill and passed 

away at age 32. Her father, his grandfather 

Joseph Yves, died nine days later at age 76, 

purportedly from grief over the loss of his 

daughter. In the short time since arriving in 

Paris, Lafayette had developed a strong bond 

with his mother, making this loss extremely 

difficult. At age 12½, he was now left with 

his great-grandfather, Charles Yves, and his 

uncle, the Comte de Lusignem, as the only 

male family members in his life. With his 

grandfather Joseph Yves death, and the much 

earlier passing of his mother’s brother Louis 

Henri, he was now the next surviving male in 

family and heir to the Rivière fortune. (Note 

that the Comte de Lusignem had married into 

the family and was not in the paternal 

bloodline.) 

                                                         Marie Louise Julie de la Rivière 

                                                                    Lafayette’s Mother 

 

 Combining his inheritance from the Lafayette family and the Rivière estates in Brittany, 

our young hero was now one of the wealthiest aristocrats in France, and one of the biggest 

targets for an arranged marriage. 

 

 Now the apartments in the Luxembourg Palace seemed emptier that ever for the 

youngster. The Comtesse de Lusignem tried to fill in as a mother figure, but the lonely lad 

missed his grandmother, aunts, and cousin back at Chavaniac. He would, however periodically 

be able to reunite with them when on vacation from school.   

 

 With the death of his son-in-law and granddaughter, Charles Yves took over the major 

responsibility for young Lafayette’s upbringing. Lafayette’s great-grandfather had been captain-

lieutenant and commandant of the Second Company of the King’s Musketeers until his 

retirement in 1766. He wanted to continue the tradition of family members serving in this unit, 

and he was happy to oblige Lafayette’s burning desire to wear a uniform, and to give the lad a 

distraction from the loss of his family members. Arrangements were made for Lafayette to join 

the Musketeers, as had his mother’s brother before him. On April 9, 1771 at age 13½, Lafayette 

was admitted as a Black Musketeer in his great-grandfather’s company. The boy enjoyed the 

ceremonial duty of dressing up for parades and reviews, as well as the time off from his studies 

at the Collège du Plessis, but he still longed for a true command in a fighting unit. 
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 On April 20, 1772, when Lafayette was 14½, his dear grandmother passed away at 

Chavaniac. Lafayette’s family lineage influences were beginning to wane. A proposal by the 

wealthy and influential Jean Paul François de Noailles, the duc d’Ayen, to arrange the marriage 

of Lafayette to his second daughter Adrienne would change the direction of the young Marquis’ 

life forever. 

 

 
Portrait of Lafayette at Age 15 

 

         Just after Lafayette’s 15th birthday, on September 21, 1772, the duc d’Ayen and his wife, 

after quarreling over the tender ages of the potential bride and groom, came to a compromise 

enabling the marriage plans to go forward. Most of Lafayette’s relatives were involved in writing 

the terms of the marriage contract, but once it was signed, Lafayette was moved into the Hôtel de 

Noailles in Versailles, and the major influence in his life became his soon-to-be father-in-law. 

 

          A lieutenancy was procured for Lafayette in the Noailles Dragoons in April 1773. He was 

also enrolled in the Academy of Versailles which offered instruction in comportment and 

manners for children of the nobility at the King’s court. At the time of his wedding to Adrienne 

in April 1774 at age 16, he was promoted to captain in the dragoons as a present from his father-

in-law. 
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      Henriette Ann Louise d’Aguesseau                         Jean-Paul-Francois de Noailles 

              The duchesse d’Ayen                                                 The duc d’Ayen 

                           (Lafayette’s In-Laws, Dean Collection, Cornell University) 

 

 In May of 1775, Lafayette attended his second summer of Noailles regimental exercises 

in the French town of Metz near the German border. 

 

 There he was invited to a life-changing dinner with British Prince William Henry, the 

Duke of Gloucester, the out-of-favor brother of King George III. 

 

 In sympathy with the American rebels, the prince recounted stories of Lexington and 

Concord, Fort Ticonderoga, the formation of a Continental Congress, and tensions around 

Boston. 

 

 This was a watershed moment in Lafayette’s life. Before he left the table, he imagined 

going to America to aid the Patriots in their struggle against the British. 

 

 Lafayette, about to turn 18 in September had now grown from childhood and was 

becoming his own man - and the rest is history. 
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Author’s Notes: 

 

 In preparing this article, I consulted recent biographies by Laura Auricchio, David A. 

Clary, Jason Lane, Harlow Giles Unger, and Mike Duncan (Unpublished, uncorrected page 

proofs). I also consulted Lafayette Comes to America by Louis Gottschalk, copyright 1935. 

 

 Gottschalk, with his careful research, was by far the best source from which to learn 

about the details of Lafayette’s early life. Combining his information with genealogies from the 

internet enabled the writing of my narrative. 

 

 I was disappointed to find discrepancies in all the recent biographies including statements 

that were clearly wrong, particularly regarding Lafayette’s maternal great-grandfather and 

grandfather. 

 

 The series of volumes Lafayette in the Age of the American Revolution, Selected Letters 

and Papers, edited by Stanley Idzerda and other Lafayette scholars, was also consulted. Each 

volume displays the same genealogical family chart. Unfortunately, it too has an error. It shows 

Lafayette’s great-grandfather, the Comte de la Rivière, as the father of Lafayette’s grandfather, 

the Marquis de la Rivière. He was not. They were in-laws. 

 

 It is my hope that the reader will get a clearer picture of Lafayette’s childhood from this 

article - who was present, how they were related, their ages, and how Lafayette had the benefit of 

their influences in his life. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*Regarding the black and white family image shown on the third page of this article: 

 

         I have found this circular family photo in several places. It appears in a biography written 

in 1929 (Brand Whitlock, La Fayette, Vol I, p. 4) which states that the woman pictured with 

Lafayette, and with the painting of his cousin Marie, is his mother. The painting is attributed to a 

great-grandson of Lafayette, M. Francis de Corcelle. 

 

 It appears in another biography written in 1928 (Henry Dwight Sedgwick, Lafayette, p. 

58) which also states that the woman is Lafayette’s mother. Here the painting attribution is to the 

State Street Trust Company in Boston. 

 

 It appears in a recent biography (Harlow Giles Unger, Lafayette, 2003, p. 7) which states 

that the woman is Lafayette’s Aunt Charlotte. Here the painting attribution is to “Collection of 

the Author.” 

 

 It appears online at a Cornell University website. Here the title is finessed as “Lafayette’s 

Family.” There is no attribution. 

https://rmc.library.cornell.edu/lafayette/collection/exhibit/ifam_portrait.htm  

 

 So the mystery remains. Is it Marie Louise Julie or Aunt Charlotte? 

https://rmc.library.cornell.edu/lafayette/collection/exhibit/ifam_portrait.htm


50 
 

AFL Annual Meeting 2021 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

For the second year in a row, I was forced to cancel the AFL annual meeting scheduled 

for West Point, New York due to the pandemic. In 2020, we settled for a “Zoom annual 

meeting,” but I was not going to settle for that in 2021. Maybe West Point could not host us, but 

I knew who could, VIRGINIA. 

 

 We kicked off the weekend on Thursday, June 10 with our Welcome Reception at the 

Riverwalk Restaurant in Yorktown. Eighty AFL members drank French wine and nibbled on 

great food, all the while catching up with fellow “Lafayettists” they had not seen for some time. 

The highlight of the evening was provided by our guest speaker (and AFL member), Michael 

Moore. Mr. Moore is a renowned local historian who lectured on The French Connection in 

Yorktown with a very humorous spin. I will definitely have him in front of you all again soon. 

 

 The next day (Friday, June 11), we held our annual AFL business meeting at The 

Colonial Courthouse in Gloucester. The Colonial Courthouse was built in 1766 and is one of the 

oldest Courthouses in the country still in use. As usual, the meeting was a very lively affair, and 

we did get a great deal accomplished. 

 

After the meeting, we hosted Mark Trapp, author of A Destiny of Undying Greatness: 

Kiffin Rockwell and the Boys Who Remembered Lafayette. Mr. Trapp made a fantastic 

presentation on Kiffin Rockwell and the Lafayette Escadrille. 

 

AFL Vice President (and historian extraordinaire) Robert Kelly then led us on a private 

tour of the Gloucester Museum of History and the surrounding buildings, most of which were 

standing when Lafayette was in the area. We learned a great deal about the importance of 

Gloucester throughout our country’s history. Then many of us were off to Gloucester Brewing 

Company for more social time. 

 

 That evening we held our annual banquet at the swanky and historic Yorktown Freight 

Shed. Dinner had a southern theme as we celebrated the food of Tidewater Virginia. Our keynote 

speaker was none other than Colonial Williamsburg’s historian and interpreter Mark Schneider. 

Mark delved into the complicated relationship between Lafayette and Napoleon. This is a subject 

that we rarely discuss, and everyone listened intently. Mark’s oratorical skills and knowledge of 

the subject made this one of the high points of the weekend. 

 

On Saturday, June 12, we were off to Suffolk, Virginia. AFL member Bill Cole has done 

significant research on Lafayette’s time in this part of Virginia. This research has given birth to a 

travelogue that provided members with a driving tour of Lafayette-related and other historical 

sites. The 45-minute tour ended in Suffolk. 

 

When we arrived in Suffolk, we were provided with an outdoor walking tour of Historic 

Suffolk. This tour was given by distinguished historian Sue Woodward. Ms. Woodward expertly 

guided us to many Lafayette-related sites such as Riddick’s Folly House Museum and the site of 

the Castle Inn.
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As usual, the city of Fayetteville, North 

Carolina was well represented at the AFL 

annual meeting. 

 

 
(L to R) Mackenzie Fowler, Chuck Schwam, 

and Madison Fowler enjoy the annual 

banquet. 

 

 
Authors Deedy Jensen (L) and Libby 

McNamee (R) flank General Lafayette  

(aka Ben Goldman). 

 
Mayor Shannon Glover of Portsmouth, 

Virginia, presents the AFL with a gift to 

commemorate our visit to this historic city. 

 

 

 
Saorla Rafferty finds the Mr. Peanut statue 

in Suffolk, Virginia (which Lafayette visited 

in February 1825, and where Mr. Peanut 

was “born” in 1916). 
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Then we got back into our cars and motored to the historic village of Somerton. Here we 

visited this small town just as Lafayette did during his Farewell Tour. The earliest surviving 

building in Somerton is the former Washington Smith Ordinary, where Lafayette was feted in 

1825. 

 

After having lunch in Suffolk, we drove to Portsmouth, Virginia. There we were given a 

Lafayette-inspired walking tour of Olde Town Portsmouth, led by Mary Veale and the 

Colonials. They showed us places occupied or visited by Lafayette, Cornwallis, Benedict Arnold, 

James (Armistead) Lafayette, Mark Twain, and Andrew Jackson. There was singing, dancing 

and several informative monologues. 

  

 Our last dinner was held at the Historic Hornsby House Inn situated directly across from 

the Yorktown Victory Monument. AFL members were feted with a French-themed dinner and 

entertained by TWO Lafayettes (see page 56). It was a lovely evening under the stars, but we 

were not finished yet! 

 

 On Sunday, June 14, AFL members gathered in Colonial Williamsburg for a guided tour 

led by AFL members Abbey Evans and Mark Schneider. The tour emphasized sites associated 

with Lafayette, Rochambeau, and the French Army’s time there. Abbey and Mark were simply 

fantastic as we learned about the one-time capital of Virginia and how the French lived there. 

  

  Our farewell lunch was held at Shields Tavern in Williamsburg. Shields Tavern first 

opened in 1745, shortly after the Capitol building was completed. There we dined on 18th century 

inspired food and said our goodbyes. 

 

Many thanks to Abbey Evans, Bill Cole, Lea Gryk, Mark Schneider, Frank Womble, 

Alan Hoffman, Robert Kelly, and Bob Kelly for helping me provide you with what could have 

been our best AFL meeting ever. Putting this meeting together at the last moment was quite 

challenging, but the smiles on AFL members’ faces made it certainly worth the effort. It is my 

sincere hope that West Point is ready for us in 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 
Farewell Dinner at the Hornsby House Inn  

AFL members gather in Williamsburg for a 

wonderful tour given by Mark Schneider. 
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Vice President Robert Kelly addresses 

membership at the annual AFL business 

meeting in the Colonial Courthouse as 

Chuck Schwam and Alan Hoffman look on. 

 

 

 

 
Mark Schneider (L) talks to our group about 

the cemetery plaque near the Governor’s 

Palace at Colonial Williamsburg while the 

Dillards look on intently. 

 

 
Bill Cole looking sharp and making 

a point at the AFL annual Banquet 

 

 
Janice and Richard Ingram (Left)  

enjoying the company of Diane Parfitt. 
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Lafayette’s Rice Cake 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

 I first was introduced to Lafayette’s Rice Cake at my first AFL annual meeting in 

Newport, Rhode Island (June 2009). I walked into the welcome reception as AFL members were 

being serenaded by Carmino Ravosa on the keyboard and being served a delicious cake made by 

his wife, Claire Ravosa. Carmino was singing about Lafayette and Claire was serving one of 

Lafayette’s favorite desserts. I was in heaven!!! 
 

 Carmino’s musical talents were legendary at AFL meetings, before and after that day in 

Newport, until his untimely passing in 2015. But Claire’s tradition continues as she serves 

Lafayette’s Rice Cake at every AFL annual meeting. Claire has been sharing her baking talents 

with us for all these years, so when she told me that she would be unable to attend our June 

meeting in Yorktown, I was scrambling. I needed to find the recipe and a baker fast. 
 

 Once again, Claire had the answer. She decided that she would again bake Lafayette’s 

Rice Cake for the eighty attendees expected at the meeting. Then she would ask someone passing 

through New York on their way to Virginia to pick up the delectable dessert. We found just the 

people for the job. 
 

 Alan and Marilyn Hoffman met Claire and her daughter Gina at a rest area off the 

Hutchinson River Parkway outside of New York City. The cakes were delivered along with 

several bottle of madeira (another Lafayette favorite). The Hoffmans delivered the cakes safely 

in time for the reception at our Thursday evening gathering, and a tradition was preserved. 
 

 
Claire Ravosa and Alan Hoffman 

at the handoff outside of New York City 
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On October 22, 2021, author and AFL member Bruce Mowday was scheduled to talk 

about his recent book Lafayette at Brandywine at Hershey’s Mill Golf Club as part of the club’s 

speakers series. He wanted to serve something Lafayette would have eaten at the event. I told 

him about Lafayette’s Rice Cake, and Claire provided Bruce with the recipe who in turn gave it 

to the club. The dessert was served to the over 100 attendees. It was a hit! Everyone loved it. 

Since the event, Bruce has been asked by many for the recipe. 

Claire is truly one of the most generous members the AFL has ever known. Not only with 

her recipe or her baking talents, but financially as well. As an example, Claire’s donation to the 

Rochambeau statue was the largest donation made by any individual. 

Now you too can make Lafayette’s Rice Cake (see recipe below). I won’t be asking you 

to bake the cake for our meeting at West Point (June 2022), as Claire will surely volunteer yet 

again. Let the tradition continue! 
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Two Lafayettes!! 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

       Mark Schneider played a major role at 

the AFL meeting in June. He was our banquet 

keynote speaker Friday night (6/11) and led a 

wonderful tour of Williamsburg on Sunday 

(6/13). What I did not plan for Mark to do is to 

don his uniform and portray Lafayette. He’s done 

that for us many times and it never disappoints, 

but I had something else up my sleeve. 

 

       I received a call from Ben Goldman in 

May asking if he could come to Williamsburg on 

Sunday to see Mark’s Tour. I indicated that we’d 

be honored to have him, but suggested that he 

come Saturday night for our special dinner at the 

Hornsby House Inn. 

 

      As you probably know, Ben also portrays 

Lafayette, and I’ve had him perform at several 

AFL functions as well. But what you don’t know 

is that these two “Lafayettes” had never met. So, 

I asked Ben to bring his uniform and portray 

Lafayette at our dinner. 

 
 

This caused quite a stir at the dinner party (as I hoped it would). Two Lafayettes in one 

room? Dueling Lafayettes? It was a big hit, as both addressed the AFL members with good 

cheer. Everyone enjoyed taking pictures with and talking to our two Lafayettes. 

 

  
        (L to R) Mark, John Becica, and Ben                (L to R) Mark, David Bowditch, and Ben

 (L to R) Ben, Chuck Schwam, and Mark 
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Virtual Picpus Ceremony on July 4th 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

 Led by Bonnie Fritz’s incredible “Zoom-Master” skills, the American Friends of 

Lafayette held a multi-national virtual July 4th event this past summer. Over 100 attendees 

enjoyed this morning Zoom program which coordinated presenters from six different locations 

around the globe. 

 

From Maryland, Chuck Schwam was the master of ceremonies for this once-in-a-lifetime 

experience. Presenters included Alan Hoffman from New Hampshire who discussed the 

legendary visit of General Pershing to Picpus Cemetery on July 4, 1917, and Augie Huber from 

Kansas who shared his personal experiences attending numerous flag-changing ceremonies at 

Picpus over the years. 

 

From Château de Lafayette in Chavaniac, France, Myriam Wazé presented a lovely talk 

about Lafayette from inside the castle. She was surrounded by citizens of Chavaniac along with 

the mayor himself. 

 

Since the annual flag-changing ceremony at Picpus Cemetery is managed by the Sons of 

the American Revolution in France, it was fitting to have François Guittard say a few words at 

our virtual “ceremony.” Mr. Guittard is the Secrétaire Général at SAR France and spoke about 

the history of Picpus. 

 

It was great to see Benoit Guizard live from Belle-Île, France. The pandemic has kept 

Benoit from his annual visit to the United States, consequently seeing our friend and AFL board 

member “live” was a real treat. As you might know, Benoit has served as our liaison for the 

annual flag-changing ceremony at Picpus Cemetery. Not only did Benoit share some wonderful 

thoughts, but he also planned a very special moment for us. 

 

Benoit had recruited friend and Parisian, Béatrice Slovacchia. It would be Béatrice who 

would lay a ceremonial wreath at Picpus Cemetery. The American Friends of Lafayette has been 

laying a wreath at Lafayette’s grave for many years, and the pandemic was not going to stop us. 

With the help of Jean-Jacques Faugeron, curator of the Picpus Cemetery, the AFL adorned 

Lafayette’s grave with flowers once again. 

 

       
Béatrice Slovacchia & Jean-Jacques Faugeron at Picpus            Myriam Wazé at Chavaniac
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July 4, 1917: Picpus Cemetery, Paris 
by Alan R. Hoffman 

 

 

 The when and the where are clear. It took place on July 4, 1917 at Picpus Cemetery in 

Paris. But what about the who and the what? Who said those memorable words? Was it General 

John J. Pershing or his aide-de-camp Colonel Charles E. Stanton? What words were actually 

spoken on that occasion? Was it “Lafayette, we are here!” or “Lafayette, nous voilà!” or even 

Lafayette, nous voici!”? 

 

 July 4, 1917 was not the first time that General Pershing visited Picpus Cemetery. I am 

grateful to our friend and member Pierre Antoine de Chambrun for pointing out that Pershing 

had visited Picpus in June, shortly after his arrival in France. According to a book written by his 

grandfather, the Marquis de Chambrun, this visit occurred on June 14. In his memoir – My 

Experiences in the World War – General Pershing sets out a diary entry dated June 16, 1917 

which reads in part, referring to the day before as “yesterday:” 

 

 In company with the Marquis de Chambrun and his brother, Colonel de 

Chambrun, descendants of Lafayette, drove to Picpus Cemetery and placed a 

wreath on Lafayette’s tomb.1 

 

 
From right to left: General Pershing, Colonel de Chambrun, the Marquis de Chambrun, 

and Colonel Stanton 
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 According to General Pershing, the July 4 ceremony at Picpus came about this way: 

 

 The French wished to honor our Independence Day, and suggested that 

some of our troops should participate with theirs in its appropriate observance. 

The people of Paris had not yet seen any American troops and the authorities 

felt also that their actual appearance on the streets would have a good effect on 

French morale. A battalion of the 16th Infantry was brought from St. Nazaire 

for the occasion.2 

 

 After a ceremony held in the Court of Honor at Les Invalides, the troops marched to 

Picpus Cemetery. 

 

 This first appearance of American combat troops in Paris brought forth 

joyful acclaim from the people. On the march to Lafayette’s tomb at Picpus 

Cemetery the battalion was joined by a great crowd, many women forcing their 

way into the ranks and swinging along arm in arm with the men. With wreaths 

about their necks and bouquets in their hats and rifles, the column looked like a 

moving flower garden.3 

 

 According to Pershing, he had been asked to speak but “had designated Colonel C. E. 

Stanton, of my staff, an old army friend of mine and somewhat of an orator, to speak in my 

place.”4 

 

 Pershing continues: 

 

 It was on this occasion and upon this spot that utterance was given to an 

expression that could have been born only of inspiration, one that will live long 

in history—“Lafayette, we are here!” Many have attributed this striking 

utterance to me and I have often wished that it could have been mine. But I 

have no recollection of saying anything so splendid. I am sure that those words 

were spoken by Colonel Stanton and to him must go the credit for coining so 

happy and felicitous a phrase.5 

 

 In his memoir, Pershing recounts that both the French Defense Minister, Paul Painlevé, 

and the American Ambassador, William G. Sharp, urged him to speak, “so I was ushered to the 

stand and spoke entirely extemporaneously.”6 His speaking after Colonel Stanton on that iconic 

day likely spawned the confusion as to who spoke those magical words. 

 

 Colonel Stanton’s speech is presented in full in Chapter 3 of an unpublished manuscript 

by Albert Hatton Gilmer, a Lafayette College professor and member of the American Friends of 

Lafayette. This chapter was published in issue No. 86 of the Gazette of the American Friends of 

Lafayette with the permission of Lafayette College. 

 

 As Gilmer points out, Colonel Stanton’s speech was delivered from his original 

manuscript that had been read and approved by General Pershing in advance.7 
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Last page of Colonel Stanton’s manuscript with General Pershing’s initials under his “OK” 
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 The speech began as follows: 

 

 I regret I cannot speak to the good people of France in the beautiful 

language of their own fair country. 

 

 The fact cannot be forgotten that your nation was our friend when 

America was struggling for existence, when a handful of brave and patriotic 

people were determined to uphold the rights their Creator gave them – that 

France in the person of Lafayette came to our aid in words and deed. It would 

be ingratitude not to remember this, and America defaults no obligations.8 

 

 Stanton concluded: 

 

 America has joined forces with the allied powers, and what we have of 

blood and treasure are yours. Therefore, it is with loving pride that we drape 

the colors in tribute of respect to this citizen of your great Republic, and here 

and now, in the shadow of the illustrious dead, we pledge our heart and our 

honor in carrying this war to a successful issue. 

 

La Fayette, we are here!9 

 

 In his manuscript, Professor Gilmer writes: 

 

 As may be learned from the opening sentences of Colonel Stanton’s 

speech, he did not try to speak in French, but confined himself to English. In 

some way, however, the meaning of the salutation in the last four words found 

an immediate response from the crowd. Of course all Americans present at 

once caught the fine feeling and the full import of the words as they fell from 

the lips of the soldiers drawn up to erect at salute before uttering them. French 

citizens who understood English words immediately translated their meaning 

into their own language. It was almost as though a bomb had been hurled into 

the cemetery and had exploded. 

 

 Among the Americans who were at the cemetery was a New England 

woman, an artist from Boston, Miss Clara Greenleaf Perry. In relating her 

experience she said: “I was not far from Colonel Stanton as he spoke and when 

he said: ‘Lafayette, we are here!’ I was thrilled. The words came like an 

electric shock. I felt distinctly a quivering of my whole body as though it had 

been suddenly struck by some powerful force. It was just like a lightning 

stroke. Many people turned and gazed in amazement at one another for a 

moment and then burst into applause. I went home and recorded my 

impressions in a diary kept by me. I am sure Colonel Stanton spoke the words 

entirely in English.”10 
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 Gilmer concludes with this: 

 

 The well remembered phrase soon made its way throughout France. It 

crossed the trenches and “No Man’s Land” into French territory occupied by 

the Germans. A member of an American artillery section, Professor William 

N. Brigance, of the faculty of Wabash College, Crawfordsville, Indiana, has 

told me how he found the words current among the subject French people freed 

by the Allied victory in 1918. In writing of the expression he said: “This short 

sentence became the password of ‘rapprochement’ between France and her 

new American ally. To the Americans at home it sounded like a soldier’s talk. 

To the French it touched off a Gallic imagination. To those on French soil 

overrun by Germany – and to whom it quickly filtered through the German 

lines – it brought a new hope and promise. Through the phrase the French 

learned that the Americans had arrived.”11 

 

 
Pershing’s Picpus Cemetery Speech, image courtesy of Special Collections 

and College Archives, Skillman Library, Lafayette College 
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Editor’s Note 

 This article is based on the Zoom presentation by Alan Hoffman during the ceremonies at 

Picpus Cemetery on July 4, 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Pershing, John J. My Experiences in the World War, Frederick A. Stokes Company, New York (1931), Vol. I, p. 

62. 
2 Ibid., Vol. I, p. 91. 
3 Ibid., Vol. I, p. 92. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid., Vol. I, p. 93. 
6 Ibid. 
7 “Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette,” No. 86, p. 34. 
8 Ibid., No. 86, pp. 34-35. 
9 Ibid., No. 86, p. 36. 
10 Ibid., No. 86, p. 36-37. 
11 Ibid., No. 86, p. 39. 
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Wining and Dining 

July 4th on L’Hermione 
by Joyce Good 

 
 Postponed due to Covid, the long-awaited evening on L’Hermione finally happened on 

the Fourth of July weekend this year. During the day we paraded in period costume through the 

Corderie Royale with a special guided tour. Come nightfall we wined and dined and danced on 

L’Hermione but this time in evening attire. I decided to go a step further and wear a wig like 

Marie-Antoinette with a ship in my hair…but not just any ship… 

     L’Hermione of course!!! 

 

 

  
                Joyce Good and Kris Arnold                    Joyce Good on L’Hermione (and in her wig) 

                prepare to board L’Hermione.  
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French and US Military Remember 

the Siege of Yorktown 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

On July 7, 2021, French Air and Space Force Chief of Staff General Philippe Lavigne 

and US Air Force Chief of Staff General Charles Brown participated in a wreath laying 

ceremony honoring French and American forces who fought in Yorktown during the last major 

battle of the American War of Independence.   

 

The ceremony included four F-22 Raptors from the 1st Fighter Wing, Langley Air Force 

Base, and four French Air Force Rafale fighters from Escadron de Chasse 2/4 La Fayette 

(Fighter Squadron Lafayette) performing a fly-over of the Monument of Victory and Alliance. 

The Escadron de Chasse 2/4 La Fayette is a squadron currently stationed at BA 113 Saint-Dizier 

– Robinson Air Base. The squadron has a long history dating back to the First World War, and 

has seen service in the Second World War, the French Indochina War, and in Algeria. It is now a 

nuclear strike squadron. 

 

General Brown said that he was "grateful and humble to be here with you today as we lay 

a wreath at Yorktown to commemorate our past, present, and future alliance." He added, "As we 

honor this momentous event in the timeline of America's history, we must also consider how to 

continue to achieve improved interoperability with our allies and partners so that we can fly, 

fight, and win together". 

 

 
French Air and Space Force Chief of Staff General Philippe Lavigne, center,  

and United States Air Force Chief of Staff General Charles Brown, right,  

salute after placing a wreath in front of the Yorktown Victory Monument. 
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 French General Lavigne said, "Let's keep on winning together as a team with a common 

desire, a common vision to get prepared for the future battle space that will be more complex, 

more contested and likely to expand across regions worldwide." The French Air and Space Force 

visited JB Langley-Eustis as they were returning to France from their recent participation in 

southwest Pacific exercises. 

 

 
U.S. Air Force F-22 Raptors and French Air and Space Force Rafales 

 perform a flyover at the Battle of Yorktown Victory Monument 

wreath-laying ceremony in Yorktown, Virginia, July 7, 2021.  
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Two French Soldiers in Newport 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

 On September 10, 2021, two markers were unveiled in the cemetery at Trinity Church in 

Newport, Rhode Island (See Gazette #94 – page 49 for more details). The ceremony took place 

on a lovely late summer day, orchestrated by the National Park Service’s very own Johnny 

Carawan. AFL members Chuck Schwam and Thierry Chaunu participated in and helped 

organize this very special ceremony. 
 

 
Members of Le Regiment Bourbonnais stand in front of the new grave 

 markers surrounded by wreaths. Inscribed on the new grave markers: 

Maj. Pierre du Rousseau, Chevalier de Fayolle, Aide to Lafayette, 8th June 1780 ⸱ Age 34; and 

Lt. Augustin Benjamin Lavilmarais, French Frigate L’Hermione, 22nd July 1780 ⸱ Age 37. 
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Arnaud Mentré (L), Consul General of 

France in Boston, and Johnny Carawan 

(R), Trail Administrator for the NPS 

Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary 

Route National Historic Trail 

Administrator 

Thierry Chaunu, President, 

American Society of Le Souvenir 

Français, Inc. 

 

Emcee: Chuck Schwam 

 

Keynote Speaker: Arnaud Mentré, 

Consul General of France in 

Boston 
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Chuck and Thierry admire the new 

markers with the French Veteran’s 

Color Guard. 

Colonel Aymeric Tardieu de 

Maleissye, French Army, French 

National Liaison Representative to 

NATO, SACT (Supreme Allied 

Commander Transformation), and 

members of the Newport Artillery 

Company, who provided a 21-gun 

salute 
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Address of Colonel Aymeric Tardieu de Maleissye 

 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

 I am very honoured as the representative of the French armed forces to NATO's 

Command in Norfolk, to have the opportunity to address you and to honour the memory of two 

French officers who died more than 240 years ago on this beautiful land of America. 

Major Pierre du Rousseau, Chevalier de Fayolle and Lieutenant de la Villemarais have 

unfortunately left almost no trace in history. The research I did while preparing this speech was 

in vain. Both died too soon and left no memories for their families. So not much is known about 

them. 

 

 As I cannot elaborate on their services, I propose to share with you some thoughts on 

what could have been their motivations to come and serve in America. I will therefore make 

assumptions, and please consider them as such. In no way do I claim to be a historian. This is not 

my specialty. 

 

 These reflections that I am going to share with you are personal. I will express them first 

as an officer, as were the Chevalier de Fayolle and Lieutenant de la Villemarais, but also as a 
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member of one of those old French families who have provided officers to the King of France 

and then to the Republic for several centuries without interruption. For these two reasons, I feel 

myself close to these two officers that we are honouring today. 

 

 One of my ancestors, bearing my family name, François Tardieu de Maleissye was in 

1781 also engaged in the American War aboard several French ships, including La Couronne. He 

is my great uncle, some generations back. On his return to France, several years later, he fought 

against the French Revolution. Then, refusing to serve under the usurper Napoleon, he put 

himself in the service of Empress Catherine of Russia who awarded him the rank of Navy 

Captain. He contributed to the creation of the Russian Black Sea fleet. From the American 

Revolution to the service of autocratic Tsarist Russia, we can say that his career was not very 

linear... 

 

 And since I evoke this family memory, let me also share a little anecdote. My great-uncle 

had a brother who is now buried with his wife a few meters to the right of Lafayette in the 

cemetery of Picpus in Paris. His father and his mother, who are my great-grandparents, and two 

of his sisters are buried a few meters to the left of Lafayette. But they are not in a family grave. 

They are in the mass grave of Picpus, among the guillotined of the French Revolution. They are 

there with several of Lafayette's in-laws, the Noailles family, including his mother-in-law. 

 

 My family even shares with Lafayette’s in-laws the sad privilege of being the most 

represented in the Picpus pit. As you can see, in his tomb, the Marquis de la Fayette is framed 

left and right and closely watched by my ancestors! 

 

 This family digression is to show you that the motivations of the Chevalier de Fayolle 

and the Lieutenant de la Villemarais are of particular interest to me because they resonate in my 

own family history. 

 

 What led these two officers to serve in America? 

 

 Both were probably from the west of France as their names seem to suggest. Fayolle was 

a knight, so he was part of the small nobility. He was probably not rich. We can assume the same 

social origins for the lieutenant de la Villemarais. Their names are not well known. Both were to 

be "gentilhommes," that is, "gentlemen." 

 

 America undoubtedly exerted a great attraction in the imagination of these two officers. 

Were they Freemasons? This is possible because membership in Freemasonry was frequent 

among officers of the time. Were they, like Lafayette, sensitive to the cause of American 

independence and the new ideas it carried? We can also assume it, in particular for the Chevalier 

de Fayolle who, contrary to Lieutenant de la Villemarais, may have volunteered to serve in 

America and may have been chosen by Lafayette whose attachment to the American cause is 

well known. But this is not certain. They were above all officers of King Louis XVI, whom they 

served loyally. 

 

 In 1780, they engaged in the American War without knowing that their country, France, 

would also experience major upheavals in a short time, with the beginnings of the French 
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Revolution already being prepared. They belonged to those families who, like mine, were to be 

caught up in the revolutionary turmoil, between loyalty to the king and loyalty to the new ideas 

whose force of attraction and possible excesses would soon be tested. 

 

 They died too soon, and could not take part on one side or the other in the great European 

battles that followed American independence. They died too soon for the great adventure of the 

new world of which the United States was the vanguard and of which Europe would feel the 

breath its of ideals. 

 

 We will not know their motivation. Was it adventure? Or the ideal of freedom? Or the 

desire to fight against the English? Or simply the service of the king as professional officers who 

had been ordered to go to the Americas? We will not know. Maybe it was all these reasons at 

once. All we know is that they died for a noble and beautiful cause, and that they were, with 

Lafayette, among the founders of Franco-American friendship. 

 

 And for this, we French must be grateful to them. For this reason, we are particularly 

happy, proud, and honored to have been able to gather and pray in Newport at the place of their 

deaths. 

 

 Long live France and long live the United States of America. 

 

 Thank you. 

 

 

Editor’s Note 

 

 Colonel Maleissye, Colonel-OF5, FRAARMY NLR-FRA, Headquarters Supreme Allied 

Commander Transformation, gave this address aboard the schooner Adirondack II in Newport 

Harbor on September 10, 2021. 
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Lloyd Kramer Interviews Mike Duncan  
by Chuck Schwam 

 

 

     
           Mike Duncan at Picpus Cemetery                         Lloyd Kramer at UNC Chapel Hill 

 

When AFL member Lloyd Kramer contacted us about the possibility of presenting Mike 

Duncan to the American Friends of Lafayette via Zoom, we jumped at the chance. That’s 

because Mike Duncan, one of the foremost history podcasters in the world (over 100 million 

downloads!!) and a New York Times bestselling author, has turned his attention to Lafayette. His 

new book, Hero of Two Worlds: The Marquis de Lafayette in the Age of Revolution, was released 

in August. 

 

 So, on September 22, 2021, the AFL hosted its largest Zoom audience ever, about 200 

attendees. And who better to interview Mr. Duncan than Lloyd Kramer himself? A Professor of 

History at UNC Chapel Hill and Director of Carolina Public Humanities, Professor Kramer had 

developed a personal relationship with Mr. Duncan. Their rapport was palpable as the two men 

discussed Lafayette’s legacy. 

 

 Mike Duncan proved to be a very relaxed guest. His knowledge of Lafayette’s life was 

impressive, and his opinions of our hero thought-provoking. After an hour of dialogue with 

Professor Kramer, Mr. Duncan entertained questions from our AFL attendees, and he handled 

them all with thorough answers and some lighthearted commentary. 

 This was a real coup for the AFL as we were able to host a celebrity like Mike Duncan 

only a month after his book about Lafayette was released. Thank you, Lloyd Kramer, for making 

this unforgettable event happen.
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Rochambeau Completes the Statuary Hall of Fame 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

 I was prepared. I’d been working on the project for many years. I was in control of 

everything except the weather. I started looking at the ten-day forecast in Yorktown. It indicated 

that on October 18, the day I was to finally unveil the statue of Rochambeau on the Yorktown 

Riverwalk, the forecast was sunny and 70° F. The weather held. It was perfect. 

 

 It was a glorious day for Franco-American Friendship. General George Washington is 

now surrounded by his three most influential allies in Yorktown. As visitors to Yorktown will 

now learn, all three of those men were French. 

 

 We did more than raise a statue of Rochambeau on October 18. We educated the public 

as well. New signage tells the story of the victory there and the involvement of these four heroes. 

 

 I’ve been working on both the Lafayette and Rochambeau statues since 2016, but I did 

not accomplish this alone. I can’t list all of the individuals who helped, but you know who you 

are, and you know that I appreciate your assistance very much. 

 

 

 
On the Yorktown Riverwalk (L to R): Washington, Lafayette, Rochambeau (new), and de Grasse
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Chuck Schwam coordinated and emceed the 

event. Chuck also raised the necessary funds for 

the statue, worked closely with the artist on 

design, and organized the installation with York 

County officials. 

 

 
Hundreds of folks flocked to the Yorktown 

Riverwalk to witness the unveiling of the 

Rochambeau statue. 

 

 
National SAR Color Guard 

 
As always, Bonnie Fritz was making sure 

everyone was well taken care of. 

 

 
AFL member Ernest Sutton spoke at the 

unveiling ceremony representing the SAR who 

made the second-largest donation to the statue. 

 

 
Two Presidents enjoying the unveiling: 

Larry Abell (W3R-US) and Alan Hoffman (AFL) 
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Following the unveiling ceremony, attendees 

enjoyed a luncheon at the elegant and 

historic Yorktown Freight Shed. 

 

 
Enjoying the festivities from left to right are 

Colonel Aymeric Tardieu de Maleissye,  

Dr. Robert Selig, Chuck Schwam,  

Lieutenant-Colonel Alan Abad, 

and Thierry Chaunu. 

 

 
The newly added informational sign is 

situated near the statues and elaborates on 

the importance of the four men. 

 
Chuck Schwam unveils the statue. 

 

 
Former Honorary Consul of France in 

Virginia, Nicole Yancey helped with French 

protocols and policies during the entire 

statue process. 
 

 
Rochambeau descendant Nathalie de 

Gouberville watched the ceremony from 

France via a live video feed and addressed 

the luncheon guests via Zoom. 
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How Does General Rochambeau Say Merci? 
by Ernest and Janet Sutton 

 

 

 When General Rochambeau and the French Expeditionary Force landed in Newport, 

Rhode Island on July 11, 1780, he wasn’t greeted with an overly enthusiastic welcome. After a 

three-year occupation, the British had vacated Newport seven months earlier in November 1779, 

leaving the town in shambles. Houses in Newport numbered about eleven hundred before the 

British laid waste to about four hundred of them. Initially, many of the Newporters viewed the 

French arrival as just another occupying military force rather that as allies who came to support 

their fight for independence. It was up to Rochambeau to change this attitude toward the French. 

 

 Using silver instead of Continental Dollars, Rochambeau needed to rebuild most of the 

town for winter quarters which included a new pavilion with a dance floor, called the “French 

Hall.” As a military training oriented general, Rochambeau wrote that since his men could not 

march in the winter due to the heavy snow, they might as well dance. The young ladies of 

Newport and the surrounding towns were most agreeable to the plan. Rochambeau maintained 

strict discipline with his men to prevent conflicts with the locals. By the time Rochambeau 

departed to New York and then to Yorktown, he and his army had won over the hearts of the 

Americans. In his memoirs he wrote, “Not a man left camp, not a cabbage has been stolen, not a 

complaint has been heard.” Peace was maintained in Newport throughout the encampment. 

 

 A treasured possession of the Newport Historical Society is an engraved silver serving 

spoon with the Rochambeau Coat of Arms. He presented this to Lieutenant Governor Jabez 

Bowen in 1780 as a way of saying “merci” for the generous hospitality that he had been given 

and for his introduction to Rhode Island society. Before becoming Lieutenant Governor, Bowen 

was a colonel in the First Regiment of the Providence County Militia. Not only was he a 

politician, he was a major shipper out of Newport. At the time Newport and its shipping business 

was the New England hub of the slave, molasses, and rum trades, then later the China trade in 

opium. 

 

 In 1970 the Newport Historical Society entered into an agreement with Gorham 

Manufacturing Company of Providence, Rhode Island to produce a silver-plated reproduction of 

this 12 ¼ inch serving spoon to show how Rochambeau said “merci” to his host. 
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Portrait of Jabez Bowen, Rhode Island Lieutenant Governor from May 1778-May 1780 and May 

1781-May 1786. By John Singleton Copley - http://nyarc-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com 

Bowen, a personal friend of General Rochambeau, introduced him to Rhode Island Society. 
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Handle of engraved serving spoon presented to 

 Rhode Island Lieutenant Governor Bowen by General Rochambeau 

Newport Historical Society, Newport, Rhode Island 
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Rochambeau’s Coat of Arms on reverse side of his silver serving spoon presented to Lieutenant 

Governor Bowen: Motto, “Vivre En Preux, Y Mourir” (To live and die valiantly) 
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 On another occasion in 1780, Rochambeau presented a red cloak to Faith Trumbull, wife 

of Connecticut Governor Jonathan Trumbull, for her generous hospitality shown to his officers 

and him. She later gave this cloak to Washington’s troops during a clothes collection at a church 

service. It was later cut up into small strips for marking ranks in the army. Faith died shortly 

afterward in September 1780. 

 

 A full-circle double-lined wool cloak with a hood usually requires 7-9 yards of fabric. 

Since French officers and soldiers did not wear red cloaks, it’s interesting to speculate where 

Rochambeau obtained such a large amount of fabric. The journal of Claude Blanchard, chief 

commissary to Rochambeau, may shed some light on this. In preparation for the Expeditionary 

Force coming to America, he brought trade goods for the native Americans, especially red wool 

fabric. 

 

 Although the Continental Army didn’t use Oneida Indians after the arrival of the French, 

the French Army continued to use these auxiliaries. According to Blanchard, Rochambeau had a 

contingent of at least fifty Oneida warriors with his army at the siege of Yorktown. Blanchard’s 

journal provides many colorful details on participants not found elsewhere. 

 

 
“A Lady’s Gift” depicting Faith Trumbull - painted by artist David R. Wagner for the 

 Washington-Rochambeau Revolutionary Route (W3R) National Historic Trail 
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DAR Medal of Faith Trumbull donating her red cloak 

Image on coin taken from Green, H. C. and Green M. W., Pioneer Mothers of America, 

 Volume 3 (Putnam & Sons, 1912) p. 297 

 

 

 

 These two stories illustrate two examples of how, after arriving in Newport, Rhode 

Island, General Rochambeau would say “merci” to his hosts and how he started to cultivate 

friendships with influential leaders in America to induce them to fully accept the French Army in 

America.. 
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On to Yorktown: The Encampment of Rochambeau 

at Annapolis, Maryland, 

Monument to French Soldiers and Sailors 
by Ernest and Janet Sutton 

 

 

During the annual meeting of the American Friends of Lafayette at Annapolis, Maryland 

on June 7-10, 2018, President Alan Hoffman accompanied by Lindsey Morrison and Jeff 

Finegan, laid a living wreath at the French Monument dedicated to the unknown French soldiers 

and sailors buried there at present-day St. John’s College chartered under its present name in 

1784. At the time of the encampment, it was known as King William’s School. 

 

It was the first known tomb to an Unknown Soldier anywhere in the world. Its dedication 

on April 10, 1911 was attended by thousands including President William Howard Taft and the 

French Ambassador Jean J. Jusserand. The monument was erected by the General Society, Sons 

of the Revolution. It is granite with a bronze bas relief of an allegorical female figure 

representing sorrowful memory created by the Baltimore sculptor J. Maxwell Miller.  

 

 Rochambeau’s Expeditionary Force took several routes south to Yorktown. Most of the 

Infantry rested for three days in Baltimore, where some of them boarded transports for the trip to 

Williamsburg, Virginia. The remainder went south to Annapolis, and boarded transports there for 

the trip to Williamsburg. The naval transports were provided by Admiral de Grasse. 

 At the successful conclusion of the siege of Yorktown, all the French hospital and burial 

records were sent back to France. It’s quite possible that the names of the French soldiers and 

sailors buried in Annapolis will become known in the future.  

 The monument is located on the St. John’s College campus at 60 College Avenue, 

Annapolis, Maryland 21401. Entrance is on King George Street. It sits on a cliff overlooking the 

Hodson Boathouse and College Creek inlet which flows into the Severn River.  
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Wreath laying at French Monument as St. John’s College, Annapolis Maryland 

Photo by E. L. Sutton 
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The shield on the French Monument reads: 

A Tribute of  

GRATITUDE 

to the brave soldiers and sailors of 

FRANCE 

buried here 

who gave their lives in the struggle for  

AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE 

The memory of theirs deeds will endure forever 

1781 – 1783 
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The lower right corner of the bas relief reads: 

“Here rests a sailor of France.” 
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The French Commanders at Yorktown: 

A Postal History 
by Ernest and Janet Sutton 

 

 
 

 This stamp, depicting Rochambeau, Washington, and de Grasse, was issued by the USPS 

for the 150th Anniversary of the siege of Yorktown (Scott #703). 

 

  
  

 This commemorative post card (Scott # UX84) was postmarked on its First Day of Issue, 

July 11, 1980, at the Newport, Rhode Island Post Office. On July 12, 1980, La Poste, the French 

postal service, issued its commemorative stamp to honor this event. In a special salute, it was 

affixed to this postcard and postmarked by the French in First Day of Issue ceremonies on board 

the French Missile Destroyer FLE Suffren in Newport Harbor. This marks the first time any 

French stamp has ever been issued outside of France or its territories. 
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 On the left is a French stamp (Yvert # 1727) honoring Admiral de Grasse and his victory 

at the Battle of the Capes over British Admiral Graves on September 5, 1781. This was the most 

decisive French naval victory of the 18th century. In the lower left is his flagship Ville de Paris 

firing a broadside. His ship is flying the flag of the House of Bourbon on the stamp. He would 

not be flying this flag. As a Lieutenant général des Armées navales he would be flying his own 

flag since the King, Louis XVI, was not on board. De Grasse was the same rank equivalent as 

Generals Washington and Rochambeau. In 1792 this rank was changed to vice admiral. Also, the 

American flag is flying, indicating the Franco-American Alliance. 

 

 On the right is a French stamp (Yvert # 2094) honoring the landing of General 

Rochambeau on July 11, 1780. The flag carried by the soldier is Count Arthur Dillon’s 

Regimental flag. Dillon was second in command in the Duc de Luzon’s Legion. He did not 

command one of the five main regiments of the French Army. Initially Rochambeau and General 

M. de Beville, quartermaster general of the army, went ashore to reconnoiter a position, but 

found almost no one to speak with and no American troops. The Baron de Vioménil did not think 

it prudent to leave the commander alone on land. He disembarked one of his grenadier 

companies from the Bourbonnais Regiment to be Rochambeau’s guard and would have carried a 

different regimental flag. Rochambeau also had his own commander’s flag and did not use the 

House of Bourbon flag. 
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 This is a commemorative cachet canceled on March 6, 1931 to mark the 150th 

Anniversary of the second meeting of Generals Washington and Rochambeau which lasted a 

week at Newport, Rhode Island. Note the commemorative stamp used (Scott #690) is that of 

Count Casimir Pulaski, a Polish nobleman, who has been called the father of the American 

cavalry. 
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The Rochambeau Bicentennial Button: 

Fastened to American History 
by Ernest and Janet Sutton 

 

 

 In several past issues of the Gazette, excellent articles have been written concerning 

commemorative buttons made for Lafayette’s Guest of the Nation tour of 1824-25. During the 

United States Bicentennial, the Waterbury Button Company, Waterbury, Connecticut issued a set 

of blazer buttons to honor the French Alliance and General Rochambeau. These buttons are still 

available today in eight different finishes. The gold finish is shown below. 

 

 

 
Rochambeau Bicentennial Button, Pattern 16726, 

Waterbury Button Company, Waterbury, Connecticut 

The button features an inverted fleur-de-lis center with the words Rochambeau 1781-1976. 

 

 

 When the War of 1812 halted the supply of military uniform buttons from England, 

Aaron Benedict founded the Waterbury Button Co. in Waterbury, Connecticut. Billions of 

buttons later, the company continues to fashionably fasten the clothing of the U.S. armed 

forces—and provides buttons for many colleges, including Lafayette College, which are often 

used as blazer buttons by alumni.
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Rochambeau™ Oysters: Dining with Martha Washington 
by Ernest and Janet Sutton 

 

 On the march to Yorktown in 1781, General George Washington spent several days at 

Mount Vernon, the first time since the start of the war six years earlier that he had been back 

home. He invited General Rochambeau and several other officers to join him. In the journals of 

Rochambeau and his officers, all commented on the fine dining and graciousness of their hostess, 

Martha Washington. Ice cream and oysters were among Martha’s favorites. Her hand-written 

receipts (recipe) book has eleven oyster recipes. 

 

 In Colonial times, oysters were plentiful, cheap, and a favorite dish. New York City 

exported pickled oysters throughout the colonies. Over a hundred years later, in 1890, 20 million 

bushels of oysters a year were harvested in the Chesapeake Bay. And nearly two hundred years 

later, in 2001, the Chesapeake Bay oyster population yielded only 48,000 bushels per year. 

Today oysters are neither plentiful nor cheap. 

 

         
                Martha Washington’s                                     AFL Member E.L. Sutton enjoying 

            hand-written receipts book                                  a peck of Rochambeau™ Oysters 

  Photo: Pennsylvania Historical Society                       at Yorktown - Photo: J.A. Sutton 

  

 In 2001, the Rappahannock River Oyster Company in Topping, Virginia developed an 

off-bottom oyster farm at the mouth of the York River. Of the five types of oysters in North 

America, the native Crassostrea virginica, the eastern oyster, was selected for cultivation. An 

oyster takes its flavor from the surrounding water with salinity being the biggest factor; it takes 

its size and texture from the water temperature. The name selected for this new trademarked 

oyster was Rochambeau™, after the French General who was instrumental in the Franco-

American victory at Yorktown. 

  

 Rochambeau™ oysters are the quintessential bay oyster. The Chesapeake Bay’s median 

salt range gives the oysters a merroir of perfect balance between sweet and mildly briny with a 

clean, crisp finish. Its mild salinity is in the range of 16-22 ppt (parts per thousand). After 

shucking, an oyster is best slurped in its own liquor straight from the open shell. Every October 

19, toast the victory at Yorktown with the American Friends of Lafayette while slurping 

Rochambeau™ oysters! 
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French Cemetery in Yorktown Update 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

 
AFL members gathered again at the French Cemetery in Yorktown on October 17 to 

 spruce up the hallowed ground in preparation for the annual ceremony there on October 19. 

The gardeners were (from left to right): Alain Abad, Lori Adkins, Nathalie Abad, Bob Kelly, Lea 

Gryk, Nicole Yancey, Katherine Kelly, Robert Kelly, Bill Cole, Chuck Schwam, and Bonnie Fritz. 
 

 
On October 17, AFL members were hard at work in preparation for the annual ceremomy there. 

               
NPS’s Karen Fix works on restoring the plaque.       The cemetery looked perfect for October 19.
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Yorktown Victory Celebration 2021 
by Chuck Schwam 

  

 
US Air Force Bugler prepares to play Taps and Aux Morts at the French Cemetery. 

The ceremony was attended by over fifty members of the American Friends of Lafayette. 

  

 The AFL kicked off its three-day gathering on Sunday, October 17 with a tour of Historic 

Trinity Church (circa 1828) in Portsmouth, Virginia. We all enjoyed the sights and history of this 

magnificent church including the graveyard, where Colonel Bernard Magnien of Luneville 

France rests. Colonel Magnien was an aide to Lafayette during the Revolutionary War; he also 

fought for the American cause in the War of 1812. He was a prominent citizen in Portsmouth 

until his death in 1819. After the tour, some of us walked to see the replica of “Lafayette’s Arch” 

and a plaque commemorating his visit to Portsmouth in 1825. 

 

 Then we convened at Trinity Church’s Fellowship Hall where we enjoyed a delicious 

buffet dinner provided by a local chef. While dining on a French-inspired meal, AFL members 

were entertained on stage by Mary Veale and the Colonials. This performing troupe sang sweet 

and “salty” songs, as well as tunes written specifically about Lafayette for our group.  

 

 We also were given a brief talk by Dr. Robert B. Albertson, who is a direct descendant of 

Pedro Peter Francisco, a friend and comrade in arms of Lafayette’s. Dr. Albertson provided a 

wealth of information, and he lives in the house where Lafayette was entertained on October 25, 

1824 in Portsmouth.  
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 On Monday, October 18, we all attended the Rochambeau Statue unveiling. (See page 74 

for details.) Later that afternoon, a small ceremony attended by AFL members took place at the 

Tomb of an Unknown Revolutionary War Patriot. As you might remember, this tomb was 

dedicated in June 2016 by AFL Member Alain Outlaw. AFL member Jeff Lambert, co-founder 

of the American Revolution Consortium for Civil Education, oversaw the ceremony. 

 

 The highlight of the brief ceremony was the laying of a wreath of 11 white roses on the 

unknown soldier’s tomb, which is located at the Church on the Main. The “Never Forget 

Bouquet,” with its 11 white roses and baby’s breath, symbolizes the 11th hour of the 11th day of 

the 11th month in 1921 when the Arlington Unknown Tomb was dedicated. World War I ended 

with the surrender of Germany, also at the 11th hour, the 11th day, the 11th month in 1918. 

 

   Tuesday, October 19 marked the 240th anniversary of the surrender at Yorktown. The day 

started (as it always does) at the French Cemetery. The ceremony at the French Cemetery is a 

not-to-be-missed opportunity to honor the French soldiers who died for our independence. The 

AFL has taken over the upkeep of this hallowed ground, and we did the fallen soldiers proud. 

 

  We then set out to the ceremony at the French Memorial. This ceremony also honors the 

French Soldiers with their names inscribed on the memorial itself. AFL member Lieutenant-

Colonel Alain Abad organized and emceed this event.  

   

 
AFL Member and French Army Lieutenant-Colonel Alain Abad organized and emceed the 

ceremony at the French Monument with a large French Military presence. 

  

 Our next stop was the American Revolution Museum in Yorktown. There, the museum’s 

Interpretive Program Manager, Homer Lanier, had prepared an artillery demonstration for us that 

was informative, fun, and deafening. 
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 The next event of the day was the ceremony at the Yorktown Victory and Alliance 

Monument. As a result of COVID protocols, most of the American Friends of Lafayette watched 

the proceedings from the front lawn of the Hornsby House Inn. Coffee and pastries were served 

on a beautiful autumn morning. The highlight of the ceremony was the speech given by François 

Penguilly, the Consul General of France in Washington.  

  

 Then we were off to the Swem Library at William & Mary where Jay Gaidmore (Director 

of Special Collections) rolled out the red carpet for us. We ate lunch and then were provided a 

“behind the scenes" exhibit of Lafayette-related materials. We had exclusive views of Lafayette-

related letters, maps, and manuscripts. AFL member Bill Cole gave us an enlightening and 

entertaining talk on Virginia Governor Lord Botetourt as we gathered around Governor 

Botetourt’s original statue (circa 1770s). 

  

 The day ended with the World-Famous AFL Cocktail Party at the at the historic and 

magnificent Hornsby House Inn. This was the culinary and social event of the season. AFL 

member and author Bruce Mowday presented his book Lafayette at Brandywine: The Making of  

an American Hero. 

  

   
A moment of silence at the French Cemetery 

 

 

 

 
François Penguilly, the Consul General of 

France in Washington, speaks at the Yorktown 

Victory Monument Ceremony. 

AFL member Rex Cowan from Florida 

enjoys the victory ceremony. 

 

AFL member Jay Ruggeri, all the way from 

Lafayette, Colorado, stands with General 

Lafayette and George Washington. 
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     Artillery demonstration at the museum 

  
               View from the Hornsby House Inn  

 

      
     Mary Veale and the Colonials perform.              Author Bruce Mowday speaks about his 

                                                                                      new book at the cocktail reception. 

  
     The Tomb of an Unknown 

 
 

            Revolutionary War Patriot    Jeff Lambert at Tomb   
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Yorktown’s 240th Anniversary Event 

Highlights Today’s Need for 

United States/France Friendship 
French officer warns of dangerous world situation 

by Bruce Mowday 

 

 One brief, vivid and unforgettable comment, at least one that should not be forgotten, was 

boldly stated during the many solemn ceremonies and carefully crafted speeches during last 

week’s 240th anniversary of the surrender of British forces under General Charles Cornwallis to 

General George Washington at Yorktown. 

 

 While at a ceremony at the French Memorial on October 19, a French military officer 

told the gathering that, in today’s dangerous and unstable world, we must retain our staunch and 

long-lasting friendships. Alerting those in attendance about today’s perils during his historical 

speech made a profound impact on many in the audience. 

 

 
Ceremony at the French Memorial, Yorktown 

 

 The main focus of the two days of ceremonies was the British surrender, thus effectively 

ending major fighting during the American Revolution. The United States desperately needed 

France as an ally in our fight for independence. Without the French aid, freedom would not have 

been won at that time. France supplied much needed supplies and soldiers. The French navy 

neutralized the vaunted British navy. 
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 Members of the American Friends of Lafayette and other groups gathered in the morning 

of October 19 near Surrender Field to remember fifty unidentified French soldiers who died at 

Yorktown and were buried there. A procession of vehicles then made its way to the French 

Memorial where the French officer reminded all that our freedoms are not guaranteed and are at 

risk.           

Chuck Schwam at the French gravesite near Surrender Field, Yorktown 

 

 

 

 

 

 About the Author 

 

 Bruce Mowday is the author of 

Lafayette at Brandywine, which was just 

released in October. Chuck Schwam wrote 

the forward, and many other AFL members 

assisted Bruce in the research and editing. 
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Flat Lafayette 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

 
Bruce Mowday and Patti Maclay with Flat Lafayette at the Hornsby House 

 Those of you who attended the Yorktown Celebration in October were undoubtedly 

curious about “what is Patti Maclay carrying around?” It was none other than Flat Lafayette.  

Everyone eventually knew Flat Lafayette very well as he was everywhere! Patti took him to 

dinner, to the ceremonies and to all the sites in Yorktown. AFL members and the paparazzi 

enjoyed his company very much. 

 
 

                  
       Steve Woolf with Flat Lafayette                       Flat Lafayette at the French Cemetery
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 Lafayette Bicentennial Committee Update 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

 

 First and foremost, I want to apologize to the committee members whom I’ve yet to 

contact regarding the 2024-2025 Farewell Tour Bicentennial. There are over 150 committee 

members, and I promise to contact you in the very near future. The annual meeting, the 

Rochambeau statue, the Yorktown Celebration, and this issue of the Gazette has kept me very 

busy (not to mention my “real” job). 

 

 With that said, the Bicentennial Committee efforts have been moving forward on many 

fronts. The New York City Committee is a veritable who's who of historians and authors. This 

committee is chaired by Stephen Parahus, and the plan is for there to be one event (of some sort 

or another) on all 32 dates Lafayette was in New York in 1824-25. Of course, it will be this 

committee that kicks off the entire 13-month bicentennial celebration. 

 

 The Brandywine Committee has also been very active. They have met in person or 

virtually several times and have big plans for this important stop. Chaired by AFL member and 

author Bruce Mowday, this committee, like some of the others, has members who are not AFL 

members (for now!!). 

 

 Sue Knepper has done a wonderful job connecting with the White House on behalf of the 

Bicentennial Committee. The hope is to hold an event there on October 13, 2024. Sue has been 

communicating directly with Jill Biden’s social secretary, and I’m confident that her 

determination alone will get us a White House event. Sue has been tapping into Dr. Biden’s 

interest in teaching and will be including educating school children at the forefront of our event 

there. 

 

 Libby McNamee and I have been working with James Madison’s Montpelier, and they 

have agreed to hold an event there on November 15, 2024. This is exactly 200 years after 

Lafayette was there himself. Lafayette visited our fourth president twice during the tour and 

corresponded with him often. The folks at Montpelier are very excited to celebrate the 

bicentennial of Lafayette’s visit. 
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 AFL Vice President Robert Kelly is chairing our Williamsburg and Southeastern Virginia 

Committee. This committee has also been very active and has some great ideas for the 

celebration of Lafayette’s bicentennial there. I’ve seen their emails flying back and forth, and 

I’m very excited about their plans.

      

 

 

                                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             AFL Board Member Benoit Guizard (L) 

AFL member Sue Knepper is working on        and Augie Huber (R) at Picpus, October 

a bicentennial event at the White House.          5, 2021. Augie is helping to plan a  

                                                                   bicentennial event in St. Louis.                       

 

 The Maryland Committee has met once (virtually), and I was honored to attend. This 

committee has big plans for Baltimore, Annapolis, and Havre de Grace as well. Several years 

ago, I held an event in Frederick, Maryland in the home that Lafayette stayed at in 1824. I have 

once again contacted the owner of this magnificent home, and she has agreed to hold an event 

there on December 29, 2024. Two hundred years earlier, Lafayette was entertained by local 

Masons in this very house. 

 

 Marge Loscalzo, Bruno Vaes, and Michelle Hamilton (Manager at Mary Washington 

House) have been working on Fredericksburg, Virginia. This was also a stop where Masons 

played a prominent role in welcoming Lafayette. Bruno’s familiarity with Freemasonry, 

Michelle’s knowledge of Fredericksburg, and Marge’s passion for the project make them a 

formidable team. 

 

 Although Lafayette’s time in Ohio was brief, this state is an important part of the 

Bicentennial. The same can be said for Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana. Citizens of these states 

might not be as familiar with Lafayette as those in states on the eastern seaboard. I’ve worked 

hard to find committee members to cover these states with great success. Having bicentennial 

events in these states fits perfectly within the mission of the AFL. 

 

 There are many other individuals researching and planning on how to make 2024-25 very 

special. Lafayette’s Bicentennial is going to be a boon for the AFL and a wonderful experience 

for all Americans. If you’ve signed up to be a bicentennial committee member, thank you. If I 

haven’t contacted you regarding a game-plan or event ideas, I promise to do so very soon.
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 I will also keep you posted on the travel aspect of the bicentennial project. Peter Reilly 

and I have interviewed a few travel agencies that are interested in promoting segments of the 

tour. This will be an opportunity to follow Lafayette’s footsteps with the hotel and transportation 

logistics already arranged. 

 

 As many of you know, we’ve been selling a scarf with proceeds earmarked for the 

bicentennial efforts of the AFL and The Lafayette Trail. This 100% silk scarf measures 40'' x 40'' 

and sells for $65. We sold all 150 scarfs from our first order, and they should be delivered to the 

folks who bought them towards the end of November. We will most likely place another order in 

early 2022 for those who want one (or more). 

 

 My favorite thing about the scarf is the image of Lafayette and Adrienne in two of the 

corners, which allows you to showcase our two heroes when worn. The scarf was created by 

designer Nina Akins with help from AFL member Stephanie Green and yours truly. The design 

honors some of the personalities and organizations essential to Lafayette throughout his life, 

including George Washington, the Society of the Cincinnati, and the frigate L’Hermione, which 

carried Lafayette from France to Boston in 1780. The names of most of the cities and towns 

visited by Lafayette during his Farewell Tour are featured on the borders of the scarf. Of course, 

Alan Hoffman vetted the scarf for historical accuracy. 

 

 Now we are considering the sale of the scarf in gift shops (e.g. Mount Vernon). I’ll keep 

AFL members posted on the next order we place. I look forward to seeing all the ladies at West 

Point (June 9-12) wearing these wonderful scarfs. Next up, neck ties for men. 

 

        
  AFL member Stephanie Green models                      100% silk scarf measuring 40'' x 40''   

   the scarf with Gilbert and Adrienne  

            prominently displayed. 
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The Lafayette Trail Markers: 

Tiny New Hampshire Rules (at Present)! 
by Dorothea Jensen 

 

 Three more Lafayette Trail markers have been unveiled recently in my small state of 

New Hampshire: Bradford, Suncook, and Portsmouth. Added to those in Claremont, Cornish, 

Derry, Greenland, Hopkinton (my own town), and Newport, New Hampshire, this brings our 

total to nine—not bad out of a total of 43 installed nationwide so far! According to Julien Icher, 

this means we currently have more markers in place than any other state. (And we still have 

several more sites in mind.) Hooray, at least for now.  

 

 The Bradford marker was dedicated on September 25 in front of a crowd of over 60 

people as part of an entire day celebrating the history of the town. I represented the Trail, as 

Julien was attending another unveiling. The marker’s cover was removed by the sons and widow 

of a local man, Nate Herrick, who wrote a kids’ book about Lafayette’s visit to Bradford entitled 

General Lafayette Stood Here. Various dignitaries spoke, including State Senator Ruth Ward, 

and New Hampshire Representatives Tony Kaplan and Rod Pimentel, who presented an official 

New Hampshire State Proclamation about Lafayette’s visit. 

 

The Herrick family unveiling the marker                       The Bradford, NH marker           

 

 On October 1, Julien and I attended two unveilings. The first was in Suncook, New 

Hampshire, where Lafayette visited Major Caleb Stark, son of General John Stark, the 

commander at the Battle of Bennington. (He was also the guy who coined what became our state 

motto, “Live free or die.”) At this ceremony, as at the other two, costumed members of the New 

Hampshire Sons of the American Revolution served as the color guard. Here and at Bradford, 

they fired a musket salute.  
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           The Lafayette Trail Board member                   NH Sons of the Revolution 

   Dorothea Jensen and President Julien Icher               firing a salute at Suncook, NH 

            with the Suncook, NH marker   

 

 That afternoon, Julien and I travelled to Portsmouth, New Hampshire, where Lafayette 

made a whirlwind visit a year before he came elsewhere in NH. The city’s mayor, Rick 

Becksted, and AFL President, Alan Hoffman, spoke at the ceremony. (I provided the 

“commercial,” asking for donations to The Lafayette Trail.) 

 

 
             

            NH SAR               Portsmouth Mayor Rick Becksted       TLT President    AFL President 

         Color Guard               Mayor Becksted’s Dog                     Julien Icher        Alan Hoffman 
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 It was a pleasure for me to assist in dedicating these markers, which will permanently 

remind all passersby of Major General Lafayette’s great contribution to our struggle for 

Independence.  

 

 Meanwhile, I challenge AFLers in other Farewell Tour states to beat tiny New 

Hampshire’s impressive marker total!  

 

 

 

 

About the Author 

 

Dorothea Jensen is an AFL Member, The Lafayette Trail Board Member, and author of A Buss 

from Lafayette and Liberty-Loving Lafayette: How “America’s Favorite Fighting Frenchman” 

Helped Win Our Independence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Image of the interactive map of New Hampshire from thelafayettetrail.org 
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Mike Duncan’s Best-Selling Hero of Two Worlds 
by Alan R. Hoffman 

 

 Listen up, Lin-Manuel Miranda. Yo! 

 

 What happens when a great story teller spends three 

years studying and learning all he can about a historical 

figure whose lengthy, eventful life was filled with a 

plethora of remarkable stories? You get Hero of Two 

Worlds: The Marquis de Lafayette in the Age of Revolution 

by Mike Duncan.   

 

 Duncan, a renowned podcaster and 

conversationalist, has a flair for words and writes in an 

accessible, conversational style suited to attracting a wide 

audience and introducing them to Lafayette. He often 

captures a thought in a catchy, engaging manner. For 

example, he describes the site of the Assembly of Notables 

this way: “They gathered in the Hall des Ménus-Plaisirs du 

Roi, a large building just down the street from the royal 

palace, principally used as a storage warehouse for 

backdrops, scenery and props used in royal festivities. If the 

Notables hoped to avoid the perception that they were mere 

props for the king, they were meeting in the wrong place.” 

 

 As Lin-Manuel Miranda brilliantly captures Alexander Hamilton’s life in the first few 

words of Hamilton: “How does a bastard, orphan, son of a whore and a Scotsman, dropped in the 

middle of a forgotten spot in the Caribbean by providence, impoverished, in squalor, grow up to 

be a hero and scholar?... by working a lot harder, by being a lot smarter, by being a self-starter.” 

Duncan captures Franklin in Paris in 1779 this way: “The self-made entrepreneur, turned natural 

scientist, turned Enlightenment philosopher, turned rebel leader, now played the part of the rustic 

sage.” 

 

 Such passages as these are quite simply a joy to read. However, Duncan’s effort to 

engage and entrance the reader doesn’t always work and sometimes leads to exaggeration, as in 

his description of Marie Antoinette’s antipathy to Lafayette. Surely, his statement that “Marie 

Antoinette hated Lafayette’s guts more than every radical in Paris put together” is overblown. 

 

 As to substance, Duncan provides a fast-paced and generally convincing portrait of his 

subject. He emphasizes how Lafayette’s classical education as a pre-teen – his study of Greece 

and the Roman Republic – and his early association with Freemasonry and his Enlightened 

fellow Masons, initially in camp at Metz in 1775, prepared him to be sympathetic to the 

American Insurgency. However, Duncan shows as well that Lafayette did not arrive at age 

nineteen in South Carolina in June 1777 as the fully formed apostle of human rights that he 

would subsequently become. 
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 As to Lafayette’s anti-slavery advocacy, Duncan surfaces correspondence in 1777 that 

reflects an insensitivity to the plight of enslaved persons. He also relates that Edward Brice, a 

Marylander who sailed with Lafayette from France on the Victoire, purchased a slave for 

Lafayette’s use. Duncan correctly points to Lafayette’s famous February 1783 letter to 

Washington in which he proposed that they buy a plantation in America and gradually free the 

slaves as the first documentation of Lafayette’s embrace of broader human-rights concerns. By 

1784, as Duncan notes, Lafayette was telling James Madison as they travelled together in upstate 

New York that the manumission of the slaves “was one of his three hobbyhorses.” Duncan posits 

the influence of John Laurens as a major cause of Lafayette’s evolution, but does not offer proof 

of this assertion. 

 

 Duncan overlooks a likely more important influence – Lafayette’s experience with 

African American slaves who had joined the Continental Army. During the Rhode Island 

campaign, the 1st Rhode Island Regiment, composed of enslaved Blacks and Native Americans, 

whom the State had promised to free if they enrolled in the Continental Army and stayed the 

course until the end of the war, fought bravely in the retreat from Aquidneck Island in 

Portsmouth on August 29, 1778. Although Lafayette was not present for this engagement –

General Sullivan had ordered him to ride to Boston to confer with his countryman, the Count 

d’Estaing – he no doubt learned of their bravery. 

 

 Lafayette was placed in charge of the defense of the Rhode Island mainland from an 

anticipated British counterattack, and the 1st Rhode Island Regiment served under his command 

throughout September. A remnant of this regiment, now combined with the 2nd Rhode Island, 

came under Lafayette’s command again, as the Rhode Island Regiment, in September and 

October 1781, where they helped to dig the trenches during the siege of Yorktown. 

 

 In April 1825 in New Orleans during the Farewell Tour, Lafayette asked to meet with a 

unit of free Blacks who had fought with Jackson at the Battle of New Orleans in January 1815. 

Duncan quotes Lafayette’s speech before he shook each soldier’s hand as follows: “I have often 

during the War of Independence seen African blood shed with honor in our ranks for the cause of 

the United States.” Also, Duncan makes a brief reference to Lafayette’s double agent, James 

Armistead. However, he appears to underestimate the impact of Lafayette’s personal association 

with enslaved African Americans who fought for American freedom on Lafayette’s commitment 

to the anti-slavery cause. 

 

 Whatever the precise wellsprings of Lafayette’s conversion to the anti-slavery cause, he 

was fully committed as of 1786. He and Adrienne had purchased the Cayenne plantation and 

commenced his experiment in gradual abolitionism. He wrote John Adams: “Whatever be the 

complexion of the enslaved, it does not in my opinion, alter the complexion of the crime which 

the enslaver commits, a crime much blacker than any African face…” Not only was Lafayette 

“all in” on the liberation of his “black brethren” as he described them, but he had also adopted 

the betterment of the oppressed and downtrodden generally as his “hobbyhorse.” Duncan puts it 

well: “In the five years since the end of the American War of Independence, Lafayette fully 

transitioned from adventurous soldier to liberal benefactor of mankind.” 
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 Duncan’s experience with and enthusiasm for revolutions, the subject of his long-running 

podcast, comes through in his chapters on the American Revolution and the two French 

Revolutions, which are arresting. In each, making effective use of Lafayette’s own words and 

those of his contemporaries, he gives Lafayette his due, but his admiration for the General is not 

uncritical. As to Lafayette’s role in the American Revolution, he applauds Lafayette’s role as a 

lobbyist for the American cause in France in 1779-1780, which resulted in the launching of a 

fleet with the French Expeditionary Force in 1780, and his role in mediating between France and 

the Americans. He also credits his performance in the Virginia Campaign and at Yorktown, in 

which Lafayette displayed the maturity of a senior commander. Duncan’s criticism is mild, 

focusing on his youthful impetuosity and his misguided effort to browbeat Rochambeau when 

they met at Newport in July 1780. 

 

 As to the run up to the French Revolution and its early stages, Duncan documents 

Lafayette’s important roles, starting with his provocative and courageous conduct at the 

Assembly of Notables in 1787. There, he stunningly attacked the spending habits of the royals 

and called for a National Assembly to decide the future of France. He also successfully pleaded 

for religious and civil rights to be extended to French protestants, the Huguenots. Lafayette’s 

successes continued in the early stages of the Revolution, where in his various capacities 

Lafayette advocated for what he would later call “the Program of 1789,” a constitutional 

monarchy in which human rights were protected and the people exercised real authority through 

an elected legislative assembly. 

 

 Duncan cites Lafayette’s role as Vice President of the National Assembly, his authorship 

of the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen, and his support for what Duncan 

characterizes as an “anti-feudal bender” in August 1789. He rightfully concentrates on 

Lafayette’s important role as Commanding General of the Parisian National Guard in 

maintaining order in Paris. Lafayette believed that order was a prerequisite for liberty. Lafayette 

was largely successful in this regard, at least until July 14, 1790, the first anniversary of the 

storming of the Bastille, when he stage-managed a huge public oath-swearing ceremony on the 

Champ de Mars in Paris, called the Fête de la Fédération. On that occasion, designed to 

demonstrate and promote national unity, Lafayette, Louis XVI, and hundreds of thousands of 

national guardsmen from all over France swore an oath to the nation, the laws, and the king. 

Following the great twentieth-century Lafayette biographer Louis Gottschalk, Duncan called this 

chapter of his book “the Zenith of His Influence.” 

 

 But as Duncan unsparingly relates, it was all downhill from there, both for the French 

Revolution and Lafayette’s reputation, at least in France. In this regard, the author points to a 

number of actions that Lafayette took, which contributed to leaving the Program of 1789 in 

tatters and Lafayette’s reputation in ruin. 

 

 These events included Lafayette’s response to the brutal suppression of the mutiny of 

troops at Nancy in August 1790, his response to the king’s flight to Varennes in May 1791, and 

the so-called Massacre at the Champ de Mars in August of that year. As to the first, Lafayette 

publicly congratulated the Marquis de Bouillé, his cousin who had suppressed the mutiny and 

executed its leaders, “as the savior of public affairs.” As to the royal family’s escape from their 

perceived imprisonment in the Tuileries, Lafayette, whether naively or duplicitously, initially 



109 
 

 

stated that the King had been kidnapped. As Duncan points out, this cover story was debunked 

almost immediately after damning documents that Louis XVI had left behind were discovered in 

the Tuileries. 

 

 The coup de grâce and the nadir of Lafayette’s role in this first French Revolution took 

place on the same spot as its zenith, just over a year after the Fête de la Fédération. As Duncan 

points out, many of the facts are still unknown, but some are reasonably clear. The mob that 

gathered there was riotous and completely out of control and was, at a minimum, hurling rocks 

and other objects at the national guardsmen under Lafayette’s command. The civil authority in 

the person of Mayor Jean Silvain Bailly had arrived and declared martial law. As Duncan notes, 

it is plausible to believe both Lafayette and Bailly who said that the first shots were fired by the 

crowd. At some point, the guardsmen opened fire, and some unknown number of rioters were 

killed, perhaps fifty. While the provocations the soldiers encountered seem to have been 

considerably greater than those faced by British regulars in Boston in front of the State House in 

1770 and national guardsmen at Kent State exactly 200 years later, nonetheless, the loss of life 

was likely avoidable. 

 

 Lafayette denied that he had given an order to fire. Whether Bailly did, or whether the 

guardsmen reacted to extreme provocations on their own, Lafayette as commanding general no 

doubt bore some responsibility. Duncan writes: “He was in charge that day. He was to blame.” 

Regardless, the Jacobins and their press agents – as they had been trying to do for over a year – 

used the Champ de Mars “Massacre” to destroy Lafayette’s good name. 

 

 As to the July Revolution in 1830, Duncan briskly describes Lafayette’s important role 

when he joined the workers and students at the barricades and took over the defenses, reprising 

his role as National Guard Commander. As to the politics of the situation and Lafayette’s support 

for the installation of Louis Philippe as “King of the French,” and what Lafayette believed would 

be a constitutional monarchy surrounded by republican institutions, Duncan is forgiving. As 

Duncan notes, there were good and sufficient reasons for Lafayette’s choice. The European 

monarchies might not have permitted France to become a republic at that time. Moreover, 

France’s experience under the First Republic had been disastrous. 

 

 Perhaps a more astute and calculating politician than Lafayette was would have exacted 

specific written commitments from the Duc d’Orléans to adhere to what Lafayette later called the 

“Program of the Hôtel de Ville.” However, when Louis Philippe betrayed those principles, 

Lafayette broke with him and went into the opposition. Duncan concludes: “Just as he once 

criticized the ancien régime, the Jacobin Republic, the Consulate, the Empire, and the 

Restoration, it was the story of a lifelong commitment to the simple principles of liberty he 

picked up in America as a teenager, and still defended as an old man in France.” 

 

 Like many biographies, this one contains some historical hiccups, mostly on peripheral 

matters. For example, Duncan writes that Washington regifted to Andrew Jackson pistols that 

were a gift from Lafayette to him. Not so. At Washington’s death in 1799, the guns were 

inherited by William Augustine Washington, a nephew, whose son-in-law presented them to 

Jackson during the 1824 presidential campaign. Also, the author purportedly quotes from John 

Quincy Adams’ September 6, 1825 birthday dinner toast to Lafayette. However, the quoted 
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language was from President Adams’ emotional farewell address to Lafayette on the following 

day. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 Duncan’s book displays a few bothersome grammatical quirks, which may have resulted 

from his conversational, breezy, accessible style. There is a definite aversion to the word “that,” 

and the editors seem to have eschewed the use of the past perfect “had,” sometimes in the same 

sentence. For example, in regard to Lafayette’s communications with General Rochambeau in 

July 1780, Duncan writes, “Lafayette recognized instantly he screwed up,” in lieu of “Lafayette 

recognized instantly that he had screwed up.” At times, these grammatical shortcuts can lead to a 

lack of clarity. 

 

 As the Joe E. Brown character in the iconic final scene of the movie Some Like It Hot 

says after he learns that his fiancée, played by Jack Lemon masquerading as a woman to avoid a 

Mafia hit, is a man, “Nobody’s perfect.” Yes, nobody is perfect, not even the great Lafayette, as 

Duncan deftly displays. But throughout his long and eventful life, Lafayette mostly got things 

right and earned the descriptors of an Enlightenment hero, a promoter of national revolutions to 

bring people power to bear on communal life, and a human rights advocate and crusader. Duncan 

portrays all this and admires Lafayette even as he includes his warts. Indeed, no person of his 

time, or perhaps of any age, got so many things right so often for as long as Lafayette did, and 

nobody was so consistent in furthering the principles that he espoused early in his career, despite 

the vicissitudes that he endured in his long and fruitful life. 

 

 As John Quincy Adams intoned in his December 31, 1834 eulogy of Lafayette before a 

joint session of Congress, 

 

 Pronounce him one of the first men of his age, and you have yet not done 

him justice … turn back your eyes upon the records of time; summon from the 

creation of the world to this day the mighty dead of every age and of every clime 

– and where, among the race of merely mortal men, shall one be found, who, as 

the benefactor of his kind, shall claim to take precedence of Lafayette? 

 

 Titling his last chapter “A Tower Amid the Waters,” Duncan concludes his fine 

biography with Samuel Morse’s July 4, 1832 toast to Lafayette, which emphasizes the hero’s 

constancy, one of is most salient and admirable traits. 

 

 …He is a tower amid the waters, his foundation is upon a rock, he moves 

not with the ebb and flow of the stream. The storm may gather, the waters may 

rise and even dash above his head, or they may subside at his feet … still he 

stands unmoved. We know his sight and his bearings, and with the fullest 

confidence we point to where he stood six and fifty years ago. He stands there 

now. The winds have swept by him, the waves have dashed around him, the 

snows of winter have lighted upon him, but still he is there. I ask you, therefore 

… to drink with me in honor of General Lafayette. 
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The Grand Mémoire
Suspenseful Drama during the War of American Independence 

by Jean-Pierre Cap 

 

 
 

 The Grand Mémoire1was written in Spain during the War of American Independence by 

the French diplomat Jean-François de Bourgoing (1748-1811) when he was serving in Madrid 

from 1777 to 1783 as military attaché of France and assistant to the French ambassador Armand-

Marc comte de Montmorin Saint-Hérem (1745-1792). The Grand Mémoire disappeared during 

the French Revolution and remained lost until the 1980s when it reappeared in Paris. Bourgoing 

had lent it in 1784 to Montmorin’s successor, Ambassador Paul François de Quelem de la 

Vauguyon (1746-1828). Bourgoing died in 1811 having not recovered his manuscript. 

  

 Having lain on a humid surface for about two centuries, the first 23 cahiers or notebooks 

of the Grand Mémoire were so damaged that they were discarded. The 58 remaining pertain to 

the War of American Independence and peripheral events. In typed format, the manuscript 

amounts to nearly 1000 pages. It is one of the most important French documents pertaining to the 
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War of American Independence. It is also the only major document on Franco-Spanish relations 

during the War of American Independence by one of its best-informed participants. It contains 

information recorded at the time or near the time the events occurred. The facts reported 

contribute to a better understanding of how the Franco-Spanish alliance functioned, considering 

that each country had different interests and goals. France wanted to secure the independence of 

the United States whereas Spain opposed it and participated in the war against England only to 

recover lost possessions. There is also important information on Franco-American relations as 

well as on several European countries. 

 

 Spain was not playing the same ideological tune as France partly because the 

Enlightenment had not had nearly as much impact on Spain as it had on France where much of 

the social and intellectual elite enthusiastically supported the American Insurgents. Many French 

officers volunteered to fight for the American ideals. Only one young Spanish wanted to 

volunteer, probably inspired by Lafayette, but did not go beyond Paris. 

 

 
Jean-François de Bourgoing 

 

 Spaniards claimed that they could not ally with the Americans because they were 

concerned that, if American insurgents were successful in securing their independence and 

separated from their mother country, Spanish colonists would imitate them. They feared that the 

American example would cause the dissolution of the Spanish empire. Contrary to what some 

recent historians have written, Spain was strongly and consistently opposed to the 

independence of the United States during the entire war. Throughout the Grand Mémoire, 

numerous passages attest to this fact. The King of Spain, Carlos III (1759-1788), and his 

principal minister, Florida Blanca (1778-1808), made it clear that Spain would remain an ally of 

France in the war against England but would not support American independence. Florida 

Blanca, like his predecessor Jeronimo Grimaldi (1763-1778), was willing to provide minimal 

assistance to the American colonists “so as to keep the war going” between England and the 

United States in order for the belligerents to exhaust themselves, for both were considered 

dangerous for Spain and its empire. 
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 Bourgoing noted in a number of circumstances that the king of Spain and Florida Blanca 

firmly expressed their opposition to the independence of the United States. In the interest of 

peace, several times Spain proposed “something less” than the full independence France had 

promised to help the United States obtain.  

 

 The Grand Mémoire is not merely about secret communications between statesmen, 

plans and actions between friendly countries, and speculations about the intentions of enemies. 

Throughout, the Grand Mémoire has a dramatic quality. The reader has the privilege to privately 

follow the unfolding of dramas. Will the French ambassador succeed persuading the king of 

Spain and his minister to join France in the war against England? Neither Vergennes nor 

Ambassador Montmorin realized that the Spaniards considered this possibility to be a godsend to 

recover lost possessions. The Spaniards were stalling so as to extort from France the most 

favorable conditions possible. Before and after entering the war, Spain conducted unilateral 

negotiations with England to put pressure on France in order to obtain military assistance. Will 

the alliance survive? One wonders.  

 

 At first the Americans believed they could defend their independence by themselves. But 

after Saratoga, their ardor decreased and was replaced in Congress by political quarrels and a 

desire for peace. Between Saratoga and Yorktown, four years elapsed during which American 

forces did not engage often in decisive battles. Vergennes feared that the conflict might end in a 

mitigation unfavorable to the United States. The reader wonders whether the independence of the 

United States will survive. 

 

 In all circumstances, Spain refused to participate with France in activities likely to help 

the Americans militarily. Spain’s recovery of posts along the Mississippi, even the capture of 

Pensacola and Minorca — with considerable French participation — and the siege of Gibraltar 

were not intended to help secure American independence and did not in a significant way. Spain 

refused to play any role whatsoever in the decisive battle of Yorktown. All recent claims to the 

contrary are unsupportable. Even after England had resigned itself to recognize the independence 

of the United States, Spain continued to refuse to do so.  

 

 Lafayette, who had come to Spain in 1783, invited by Vice-Admiral d’Estaing to be 

second in command in the planned Jamaica expedition, went to Madrid on his own initiative and 

succeeded to persuade Carlos III and Florida Blanca to finally recognize the independence of the 

United States and receive the American representative William Carmichael. The king of Spain 

and his minister assured Lafayette that they would send an ambassador to Philadelphia, but 

several months elapsed before Spain formally recognized the independence of the United States. 

 

 Louis XVI was not only “the virtuous king.” He was also able to impose his exemplary 

integrity and loyalty in France’s diplomatic relations, especially those with the United States and 

Spain, then Holland and even with England. This astonished American representatives who were 

unable to remain on such a level of loyalty. Contrary to already common diplomatic practice, 

Spain negotiated secretly with the enemy without informing its ally France. 

 



114 
 

 

 By compelling France to fight first for its interests, Spain diverted France from its 

interest. This policy dangerously extended the war. Informed about this by their diplomats in 

Madrid, the Court of France knew that at any moment Spain could exit the war. All England had 

to do was to return Gibraltar to Spain. But the British believed that Spain’s neutrality did not 

justify the transfer of the “Rock.” By then it had become evident that the Spanish navy, on which 

Vergennes had counted so much, had demonstrated its ineffectiveness during the failed attempt 

to invade England, as well as the defeat it suffered against Admiral Rodney and its repeated 

refusals to intercept British-escorted convoys headed for Gibraltar. Conversing with the French 

diplomats, Florida Blanca often lamented the worthlessness of the Spanish navy. Several times 

Montmorin urged Vergennes to cease depending on Spanish forces as he believed that they were 

counterproductive. However, Vergennes continued to support Spain in all its initiatives, to lend 

ships, and to involve the Spanish fleet in fruitless joint cruises to the Channel because the king 

had promised his uncle, Charles III, to treat him as a faithful ally. Such loyalty may have been 

carried too far. 

 

 In the Grand Mémoire, one can follow Louis XVI and Vergennes’ far-reaching foreign 

policy whose purpose was not merely to take revenge. The military wanted to isolate England. 

These goals were achieved. What the king and his minister strived for was the establishment of 

principles such as freedom of navigation. They also attempted to prevent territorial expansion by 

condemning the cannibalization of weakened countries such as Poland. Thus, in the Grand 

Mémoire, it is possible not only to follow Franco-Spanish, Franco-American and Hispano-

American relations, but French diplomacy in general. 

 

 Having lost most of their first colonial empire in the Seven Years War (1756-1763) and 

not feeling economically worse for it, the French did not seek to recover the colonies the British 

had taken from them. The possession of colonies was costly and hazardous. The recovery of lost 

colonies was Spain’s obsession.  

 

 Louis XVI and Vergennes were not merely interested in weakening a powerful and 

“arrogant” England. To the leaders of the country of the Enlightenment, more attractive was the 

idea of establishing “an eternal” friendship with the most dynamic, innovative, and promising 

country in the New World. When Louis XVI announced to his council that France would help 

the United States secure their independence, he added: rien de plus (nothing more). This meant 

that France’s involvement would not be a war of conquest. 

 

 Such generosity was so rare that many American leaders remained “deeply suspicious” of 

the French. It took years for American patriots to appreciate the essential help France had given 

their country at a time of great need. Gratitude was then expressed to one French hero when he 

was heartily welcomed in 1824-25. Louis XVI and Vergennes’ dream was realized in later years 

and still endures. 

 
1The Grand Mémoire, edited by the author, was published by the American Philosophical Society Press, 

Philadelphia, 2019, 2 vols., 1101 pages. 
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A Destiny of Undying Greatness: Kiffin Rockwell and 

the Boys Who Remembered Lafayette 
by Mark M. Trapp 

 

 Editor’s Note: This article is reprinted from doughboy.org with the author’s permission. 

Mark Trapp was the keynote speaker at the AFL’s annual meeting at Yorktown in June, 2021.  

 

 
The so-called 'tragic' photo, as it shows four American pilots, each of whom died for France 

before America entered the War. From left to right, James McConnell, Kiffin Rockwell, their 

French captain Georges Thénault, Norman Prince, and Victor Chapman 

 

 

 Most Americans with a passing knowledge of history know of General Pershing’s July 4, 

1917, march through Paris with the newly arrived American troops to the tomb of Lafayette 

where, on behalf of America, Pershing’s aide Colonel Charles Stanton uttered the famous words 

“Lafayette, we are here.” But too many are unaware of the actions and sacrifices of Kiffin 

Rockwell and other American boys dating back to the outset of the Great War more than two and 

a half years before Pershing’s arrival. 

 

 My own knowledge came about more by happenstance than anything else when, in the 

Fall of 1997, I began law school at Washington and Lee University School of Law in Lexington, 
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Virginia. On my first day, I took a walk around campus to familiarize myself with my new 

surroundings. Upon entering Lee Chapel, I came across a small plaque honoring a W&L 

alumnus by the name of “Kiffin Yates Rockwell” who, the plaque indicated, had been “killed in 

aerial combat” in France in September 1916. Because my wife was eight and a half months 

pregnant with our first child, baby names were at the front of our minds, and I believed I had just 

come across the coolest name ever. But what was the bearer of that name doing in France in 

1916, in aerial combat, no less? Like many Americans, I knew next to nothing about World War 

One, but I knew that we had not entered the war until 1917. 

 

 During the next few years, I tried to learn more about this boy named Kiffin, and of how 

he came to be fighting and dying in France during the time that the United States was officially 

neutral and President Woodrow Wilson was campaigning for re-election using the slogan “he 

kept us out of war.” Through sporadic research over the years, I learned the basic outlines of a 

remarkable story: long before their own country entered the conflict that would redefine the 

world, a handful of young American men ignored President Wilson’s declared neutrality and 

risked their lives fighting on the side of France and, as they saw it, civilization itself. 

 

 Initially fighting in the trenches, many of these idealistic volunteers eventually took to the 

skies as part of the first generation of fighter pilots. A good number of these boys, many from 

some of the wealthiest and most privileged families in America, willingly sacrificed everything 

to repay what they saw as a debt owed by their nation based on the heroic actions and support of 

the Marquis de Lafayette and France when America was engaged in its struggle for 

independence from Britain. Kiffin Rockwell was one of these boys, and with his brother Paul in 

early August of 1914, he was likely the very first volunteer to leave America’s shores to defend 

France. 

 

 While many history buffs are familiar with the broad outlines of the story of the Lafayette 

Escadrille, as the all-American flying squadron fighting for France would eventually be called, I 

was amazed to learn of the noble sacrifices made by these boys who had everything to lose. But 

as a practicing attorney with young children and a very busy life, my interest in the story never 

advanced beyond a general desire to know more. 

 

 That all changed when, in 2014, my son was born on the exact 100-year anniversary of 

the day that Kiffin and Paul Rockwell enlisted in the French Foreign Legion in Paris. We named 

our little boy Kiffin and, my interest in the story rekindled, I began five years of research and 

writing that truly changed my life. Working at nights, on weekends, and during my daily 

commute to downtown Chicago where I still practice as an attorney, I began to uncover the 

details of the remarkable story of “the boys who remembered Lafayette,” as I began to think of 

them. 

 

 As I unearthed the letters, journals and contemporary accounts of these boys, I was struck 

by their noble courage in the face of what most of the boys bluntly acknowledged would likely 

lead to their death, repaying the sacrifice of Lafayette. Piecing together the individual accounts 

of these boys, I began to realize what a remarkable story I had on my hands, a story that deserved 

to be told, a story of which all Americans could justly be proud. 
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 Indeed, it became clear to me that this handful of boys had helped galvanize their 

“neutral” countrymen to action – as the world’s first fighter pilots, the boys were lionized in both 

the Paris and American press and their influence played a real and important role in America’s 

eventual decision to enter the struggle for civilization on the side of its long-time ally France. 

 

 A good number of the boys, including Kiffin, proved the strength of their convictions by 

dying for France. In fact, Kiffin Rockwell lies buried in a small French town near the Swiss 

border, under the flags of both France and America. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Destiny-Undying-Greatness-Remembered-Lafayette/dp/1733171223/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=kiffin+rockwell&qid=1614290752&sr=8-2
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 My exhaustive efforts – one reviewer stated that “the amount of research this all-

inclusive work reflects is astounding” – allowed me to write a detailed and fully integrated 

account of these idealistic boys in both the Foreign Legion and aviation, including their 

tremendous impact back home, most notably during the presidential election of 1916. Finally, on 

my son’s fifth birthday, A Destiny of Undying Greatness: Kiffin Rockwell and the Boys Who 

Remembered Lafayette was published, prompting popular historian Marc Wortman to write that 

Kiffin Rockwell “finally has the thoughtful and richly detailed biography that his short but full 

life deserves.” 

 

 Researching and writing this book opened up an entire new world to me, as I grasped the 

enormity of the conflict in which civilization itself was at stake. I learned of the almost 

unbelievable sacrifice of France and gained a newfound respect for the French people. 

 

 But most of all, I learned the true story of some remarkable American boys, and of how 

the principled actions of a few individuals can influence the tide of world events. Following 

President Wilson’s belated declaration of war, more than one million American soldiers would 

cross the Atlantic to help save France. All of them followed in the footsteps of Kiffin Rockwell. 

 

 Every American should know and be proud of “the boys who remembered Lafayette.” 

Undying Greatness tells their remarkable story and provides an additional perspective on our 

country’s entry and participation in the Great War. I hope it also reminds readers of the debt we 

Americans owe to Lafayette and France for our own liberty and of how an individual acting on 

principle can make his own destiny. 

 

 

 

 

 
Chicago lawyer Mark M. Trapp published A Destiny 

of Undying Greatness: Kiffin Rockwell and the Boys 

Who Remembered Lafayette in 2019. Played out 

against the almost unfathomable carnage of the war, 

the sinking of the Lusitania, and the election of 1916, 

his book sheds new light on the unforgettable true 

account of Kiffin Rockwell and the “boys who 

remembered Lafayette.” Undying Greatness is 

available from Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and other 

major book sellers, or 

through www.undyinggreatness.com. 

 

https://www.undyinggreatness.com/
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Lafayette Sighting: 1421 A.D. 
by Alan R. Hoffman 

 

 With thanks to Pierre-Antoine de Chambrun, we are able to report this Lafayette sighting. 

 

 The Battle of Baugé was fought between the English and a Franco-Scots army 600 years 

ago in Baugé, located in western France, east of Angers in what is now known as the Maine-et-

Loire département. 

 

 

 
The Battle of Baugé, illustration from a 15th century manuscript 

 

 

 The English Army was led by King Henry V’s brother Thomas, the Duke of Clarence, 

while the allied army was led by John Stewart, Earl of Buchan, and Gilbert Motier de La Fayette, 

Marshal of France. The Franco-Scots army prevailed, inflicting over 1,000 casualties on the 

English. The Duke of Clarence, the heir to the English throne, perished in the engagement, which 

was part of the Hundred Years’ War. La Fayette also famously fought with Joan of Arc during 

the relief of the Siege of Orléans and at the Battle of Patay in 1429. 
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Plaque in le Vieil-Baugé, now part of Baugé-en-Anjou, commemorating the battle 
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Lafayette Sighting – George Sand’s Mauprat 
by Peter Reilly 

 

 

 
George Sand 
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 Amantine Lucile Aurore Dupin (1804-1876) is better known by her nom de plume 

George Sand. The French novelist was one of the most popular writers in Europe during her 

lifetime. She was also noted for her outrageous behavior - wearing men’s clothing, smoking, 

having affairs, insisting on the equality of the sexes. 

 

 I became interested in Sand as a result of my obsession with Margaret Fuller, American 

first-wave feminist icon, whose Woman in the Nineteenth Century, published in 1845, made her 

an international celebrity. Fuller toured Europe with a couple who were immersed in social 

reform movements. They did not approve of her visiting a scandalous woman like George Sand, 

but that did not stop her. 

 

 At any rate, I resolved to read some of Sand’s work. In translation of course - nom de 

plume and “Vive Lafayette” are pretty much the extent of my French. More or less at random, I 

selected Mauprat, published in 1834, 
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 It is mainly a love story, but also a coming-of-age story, a mystery, and a courtroom 

drama. The narrator seeks out this old man whose family has an interesting past. Most of the 

narration is by the old man Mauprat. There are no dates in the book but you can tell Mauprat’s 

lifespan is very close to Lafayette’s, 1757-1834. 

 

 One of the main themes is Mauprat improving his moral character so he can be worthy of 

the woman he loves. She is pretty demanding in that regard. Mauprat lost his parents at a very 

young age and was mostly raised by uncles who were very bad people of an aristocratic 

background. There was a reign of terror in the territory where they predominated.  

 

 He is rescued by a great-uncle who adopts him as his male heir. At one point they decide 

to move the family to Paris for a while. This is where I got the first clue as to chronology. 

 

 In order to give you some idea of the workings of my mind at this period it 

will suffice to mention that the War of Independence was breaking out in 

America; that Voltaire was receiving his apotheosis in Paris; that Franklin, the 

prophet of a new political religion, was sowing the seed of liberty in the very 

heart of the Court of France; while Lafayette was secretly preparing his 

romantic expedition. 

 

 I was pleased with that Lafayette sighting, but there is more. Mauprat’s project of self-

improvement is not progressing well enough to impress his beloved, and being around her is 

driving him crazy. So he has to do something to get away. And that is where it goes from good to 

great. 

 

 I passed the remainder of the day shut up in my room. All through the 

night I walked up and down in violent agitation. I made no effort to sleep. I will 

not tell you the thoughts that passed through my mind; they were not unworthy of 

an honest man. At daybreak I was at Lafayette's house. He procured me the 

necessary papers for leaving France. He told me to go and await him in Spain, 

whence he was going to sail for the United States. 

 

 Mauprat’s adventures in America are only a small part of the book. Nonetheless, they 

constitute an important part of his development. 

 

 I’m sure there are other members of the AFL who are more literary than I and might be 

able to expand on the use of Lafayette’s expedition as a literary trope. I will be reading more 

George Sand, and I will let you know if I run into Lafayette again.



124 
 

 

Lafayette Sighting: Old Timers’ Day at the Polo Grounds, 

Home of the New York Giants 
by Alan R. Hoffman 

 

 

 In 1910, the English author and humorist P. G. Wodehouse published a short story called 

“The Pitcher and the Plutocrat.” The plot revolves around Clarence, the son of a wealthy New 

York aristocrat, who is actually forced to join the work force after college when his father, “Old 

Man Van Puyster,” loses most of the family fortune. 

 

 When his father tells him that he will be obliged to work, Clarence says, “Well, of course, 

mind you, fellows do work. I met a man at the club only yesterday who knew a fellow who had 

met a man whose cousin worked.” 

 

 Clarence’s chosen field was the ball field, and he joined the New York Giants as a 

pitcher. He changed his name to Brown to protect his family’s reputation. 

 

 Clarence had joined a team in decline. “It had been assumed that as little new blood 

would be forthcoming as in other years, and that the fate of Our City would rest, as usual, on the 

shoulders of the white-haired veterans who were boys with Lafayette.” I guess every day was 

Old Timers’ Day at the Polo Grounds. 

 

 Of course, Clarence Van Puyster turns the team around, and overcoming a few speed 

bumps along the way, like a severe case of the mumps, he leads the Giants to victory, gets the 

girl, and restores his fortune. 

 

 

 

 
The Polo Grounds as it would have looked in 1910 
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Lafayette Sighting: Final Jeopardy! 
by Jan O’Sullivan 

 

 Probably every Gazette reader knows the correct question to this Final Jeopardy! answer 

from the show that aired on Monday, October 18, 2021 in the category “Names on the Map:” 

 

 
 

 However, Adam George, “a law clerk from Brooklyn,” was the only contestant to get it 

right. The other two contestants guessed, “Who is Gary?” 

 

 
 

 I noticed that Adam seemed confident of his answer as he was writing it, and I reached 

out to him on social media to see how he knew about our favorite hero. We had a delightful 

exchange, and Adam said: 

 

 I had read a John Adams biography that had discussed Lafayette’s tour of 

the US, so I knew he had done that. Additionally, I’m a native Hoosier (from 

Indianapolis), so I knew (and loved!) Lafayette. 

 

 Adam played the game very well, and with an all-in wager on Final Jeopardy! he doubled 

the amount he had accumulated during the game, but the returning champion could not be 

caught, so it was a sixth win for Jonathan Fisher, who had secured his place in the next 

Tournament of Champions in the prior match. Adam said that competing on Jeopardy! was a lot 

of fun, even if he didn’t get the win. I think Adam is a winner; it’s hard to make it through the 

Jeopardy! audition process, and I hope he is even fonder of Lafayette now!
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Lafayette Letter 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

The American Revolution Institute of the Society of the Cincinnati in Washington D.C. 

recently acquired a letter of Lafayette’s that relates to four original members of the Society of the 

Cincinnati in the last years of their lives. Lafayette, of course, was a founding member of the 

Société des Cincinnati de France.   
 

Dated December 8, 1828, the letter is addressed to Nicholas Fish, an original member of 

the New York branch of the Society who maintained a lifelong correspondence with Lafayette. 

In the letter, Lafayette wrote from La Grange: “Here is another loss among our Revolutionary 

Brothers in Arms. The Excellent Thomas Pinckney has joined the far greater part of us who have 

left this world.” Thomas Pinckney of South Carolina was, at the time of his death in 1828, the 

president general of the Society of the Cincinnati.  
 

Also mentioned is the former president of the United States James Monroe, who was a 

member of the Virginia Society: “I am doubly grieved to hear my intimate friend Mr. Monroe 

Had a dangerous fall from His Horse and finds himself in pecuniary circumstances still more 

deplorable than I Had apprehended….”  President Monroe eventually recovered from the fall. 

Of course it was his invitation that had led to Lafayette’s return in 1824. 
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New Performance Venue in Fayetteville’s 

Cross Creek Park 
by Hank Parfitt 

 

 North Carolina’s official Lafayette Birthday Celebration was hosted by the Lafayette 

Society in Fayetteville on the weekend after Labor Day, as it has been every year since 2007. 

Scaled back this year because of the late summer surge in COVID cases, it was a resounding 

success nonetheless. A French music concert by “Gail Morfesis and Friends” in the sanctuary of 

the historic Hay Street United Methodist Church was splendid, with performances by some of 

the area’s best professional musicians and vocalists in a venue with nearly perfect acoustics. It 

was a COVID-safe event with safe distancing and masks all around. 

 

 
Members of the Claude Bolling Project perform during the French Music concert. 

Photo by Hank Parfitt 

 

 On Sunday, September 12, Fayetteville’s elected officials, the Camp Flintlock Fife and 

Drum, and actor Stan Seay as Lafayette himself helped dedicate Lafayette Plaza East, a brick 

performance stage on the half-circle behind the Lafayette statue in downtown’s Cross Creek 

Park. Together with the gently sloping hillside opposite for lawn chairs and blankets, Lafayette 

Plaza East creates an outdoor amphitheater for concerts, outdoor theater, dance demonstrations, 

and historical re-enactors. The Lafayette Society raised the necessary funds and worked closely 

with the City/County Parks and Recreation Department in its construction. 
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Drone view of Lafayette Plaza in Cross Creek Park in Downtown Fayetteville. 

The half-circle behind Lafayette’s statue is the newly constructed performance area.  

 Photo by Cramer Gallimore Photography 

 

 As Lafayette Society President Hank Parfitt remarked, “Cross Creek Park has always 

been a beautiful green space, but now it is also functional! It is an ideal place for celebration, 

recreation, and yes, even quiet meditation, right here Downtown, in the heart of our city. And 

pardon my pride when I say that now it is even more beautiful than before.” Vice President Bud 

Lafferty commended the organization’s Lafayette Park Committee and brought the Parks and 

Recreation’s Anthony Ramsey up to the stage to be recognized for his hard work.  

 

 Mayor Mitch Colvin thanked the Lafayette Society for their contribution and noted the 

unique connection between Fayetteville and Lafayette, the French nobleman who served under 

George Washington during the American Revolution and soon after became an outspoken 

opponent of slavery and oppression. As Mayor Colvin said, “I am so proud of the history here in 

the city of Fayetteville; the foundation was an inclusive vision by this gentleman, our namesake, 

who believed that all men are truly created equal. Today, we are one of the most diverse cities in 

America…because we were off to a good start by General Lafayette.” 
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 County Commissioner Vice-chairman Glenn Adams began his remarks with a “Vive 

Lafayette” to the delight of the audience. He too thanked the Lafayette Society for their 

contribution and said he looked forward to seeing “crowds of people enjoying the space.” City 

Councilwoman Shakeyla Ingram said that the new addition will “help us reach the goal of 

making Fayetteville a highly desirable place to live, work, and recreate.” 

 

 
Elected officials, Lafayette Society officers, Scout Troop 740G, 

and Lafayette himself help cut the ribbon at Lafayette Plaza East. 

Photo by Arleen Fields 

 

 

 The mission of the Lafayette Society is to “promote awareness of the many contributions 

to America’s freedom by the Marquis de Lafayette…and to honor him for his generosity, 

patriotism, leadership, opposition to slavery and oppression, and support of human rights for all.” 

It is a civic as well as an historical organization and supports activities within the community 

consistent with Lafayette’s ideals. It has enjoyed a close relationship with the American Friends 

of Lafayette for years and many members are also members of the AFL. Visit 

www.lafayettesociety.org for articles and photographs from past events. Membership in the 

Lafayette Society is open to anyone interested in helping us fulfill our mission.

http://www.lafayettesociety.org/
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The AFL Welcomes Nicole Farmer Hurd  

Newly Installed President of Lafayette College 
by John C. Becica ‘69 

(Parts of this article and the photos are taken from the Lafayette College website.) 

 

 
 

 

 On Friday October 1, 2021, the Lafayette College community celebrated the inauguration 

of Nicole Farmer Hurd as its 18th President. Nicole steps into the role as the second female in the 

College’s history to hold the office, following the eight-year term of Alison Byerly. 

 

 A native of Los Angeles, Nicole holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of Notre 

Dame, a master’s degree from Georgetown University, and a Doctorate in Religious Studies 

from the University of Virginia. Her husband, Bill, is passionate about supporting student 

athletes. The couple first met at Georgetown where Bill worked in the Athletics Department, and 

he continued in that field at UVA. Their daughter, Monica, is currently a sophomore there, and 

their son Matthew is a first-year student at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. (Lloyd 

Kramer are you reading this?) Two loving golden retrievers, Sunshine and Sadie, round out the 

family and, when present at a college gathering, seem to always steal the show! 
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 Nicole’s path to the presidency of a college is quite unique. While working at UVA, she 

came up with the idea of what eventually became the College Advising Corps. A summary of her 

many accomplishments is listed below: 

 

University of Virginia 

 

• Founded UVA’s College Guide Program, the precursor to the College Advising Corps 

 

• Worked with successful Rhodes, Marshall, Mitchell, Fulbright, and Truman scholar 

candidates 

 

College Advising Corps 

 

• Created, scaled, and led a $53 million nonprofit organization that has become the largest 

college-access program in the country, helping more than 525,000 low-income, 

underrepresented, and first-generation students enroll in college 

 

• Led national staff and consortium of 31 university partners that supported 803 advisers in 

795 high schools across 17 states 

 

• Secured more than $90 million in philanthropic gifts, including four $10 million-plus 

investments 

 

• Recruited a board of directors that includes a former White House chief of staff, a former 

president of New York University, a former chancellor of the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill, and the chairman of Bloomberg L.P. 

 

Why Lafayette? 

 

 When asked why she was immediately attracted to the College during the interview 

process, Nicole responded as follows: 

 

 “The first word that comes to mind when I think of Lafayette is 

‘community.’ I am so inspired by, and I am honored to join, this 

special community. Whether it is the students, faculty, staff, alumni, 

or trustees, I have been taken by the love and commitment that 

radiates from all of its members. It is this commitment that has built 

an incredible institution, and it is the passion for the community that 

will propel Lafayette into its exciting next chapter. 

 

 “I am also taken by the combination of liberal arts and engineering 

that create a distinctive environment. What better place to develop 

both passion and an understanding of systems? At Lafayette, we can 

ask hard questions, be brave, develop relationships, learn, and grow. 

I think of education as the process that ignites sparks of potential into 
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fireworks. When I think of Lafayette, I get excited for what we can accomplish together in 

service of the community, our neighbors, the nation, and the world. 

 

 “I believe we are most powerful and most authentic when our hands, our heads, and our 

hearts are in alignment. I am happy to say my head, heart, and hands are all in Easton right now, 

and so that is the joy of this new chapter.” 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 I first met Nicole at a garden party at the President’s house on Sunday, September 12, 

2021. The event was sponsored by the Lafayette Alumni of the Lehigh Valley, the home chapter 

of the College Alumni Association. I am a past President of the group and the current Secretary. 

 

 There, on a beautiful afternoon we met and greeted Nicole, Bill, Sunshine, and Sadie. I 

had been deputized by the AFL and by the Lafayette Trail to welcome Nicole to our respective 

communities, and I presented her with AFL and Lafayette Trail pins. 

 

 I was impressed by her enthusiasm, and by how much she seemed to know about our 

hero. I later found out that she is good friends with Daveed Diggs - actor, writer, rapper, and 

producer who originated the dual roles of the Marquis de Lafayette and Thomas Jefferson in the 

musical Hamilton, and who has served on the board of Nicole’s College Advising Corps. 

 

 We welcome Nicole to the College, The AFL, and The Lafayette Trail communities! 
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Introducing Thomas Lannon  

New Director of Special Collections and College Archives at  

Lafayette College 
by John C. Becica, ‘69 

(Parts of this article and the photo are taken from the Lafayette College website.) 

 

 

 

 Thomas Lannon has stepped into the role as Director of Special Collections & College 

Archives at Lafayette College’s David Bishop Skillman Library, the position held by AFL 

Archivist Diane Windham Shaw prior to her retirement.  Thomas and his wife both come to the 

College from the New York Public Library, where he was curator of manuscripts and archives. 

 Having grown up in a small town in New Hampshire, Thomas made his undergraduate 

library a haven of discovery as he read stacks of old periodicals. “From Art & Theory to October 

to DownBeat, I could read about a range of topics,” he says. 

 The importance of a liberal arts education is part of what attracted him to a college 

setting, where he can tap into a range of interests from art to state history, film studies to 

football, and the American Friends of Lafayette to radical feminist theory. Special Collections 

seems to be a place where materials, history, and knowledge once lost or forgotten reappear as 

evidence in new narratives about a shared past. “Special Collections is like the lab for 

humanities, much like engineers or biologists have a lab space,” he says. “What we do here helps 

make informed citizens who share the values of a liberal arts education and seek to advance our 

cultural heritage.” 
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 He mentions the musical Hamilton as an example that made history exciting. “Not 

because it was reverent to it, but because it blended fact with artistry and interpretation,” he says. 

“Special Collections lives in that same space.”  

 “Consider the Marquis holdings,” says Thomas. “Lafayette was the ideal citizen, a great 

figure who upheld traditions while at the same time running up against them, both preserving 

history and advocating for change. This should be the work of our collection and our institution.” 

   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 I have met with Thomas several times and am encouraged by his willingness to promote 

our hero. We welcome him as he learns about the vast Marquis de Lafayette AFL collection at 

the College. He has already established the Friends of Skillman Library Fellowships to provide 

students with hands-on learning opportunities intended to build research skills and understanding 

of archives, rare books, and special collections. The first potential project on his list of 

fellowship suggestions is Marquis de Lafayette for the 21st Century, with the charge 

“Contribute research for exhibitions related to Gilbert du Motier de La Fayette, and consider how 

Lafayette related items can inform contemporary conversations in politics, the concept of 

revolution, and the establishment of more equitable societies.” 
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Lafayette: Soldier, Husband, Father 
by Mark Holland 

 

 Farewell, farewell, dear heart. Give a thousand kisses to our darling 

Anastasie, and kiss our other child for me. Oh, happy they to have you there to 

see. Must it always be, dear heart, that I to whom you give such happiness must 

always make you sad by absence? Forgive me: the pain I feel is punishment 

enough. . . . At this moment I feel I love you more than I could have believed 

possible.1 

- Lafayette to his wife Adrienne, aboard the Hermione on his return to America, 

March 13, 1780 

  

We have had mail brought to us twice and have been permitted to write 

twice. Both mail calls brought me letters from you Arline and I could have wept 

with joy & relief to hear from you & that you were still of a mind to be Mrs. G. 

Montgomery one of these days. I’m being as careful as I can be so as to get back 

to you, but there are times when its [sic] just up to the good Lord whether you get 

it or you don’t.  

 My darling, I love you more than life itself, I’ve realized that many times 

these last 3 weeks when I thought I was going to be killed & always the regret of 

missing seeing & marrying you was topmost in my mind at the time. I think I can 

say my love for you has been pretty well tested. Goodbye for a while.2 

- Capt. George Montgomery, 82nd Airborne 

June 26, 1944 

France, World War II 

 

  

When someone typically thinks of Lafayette, they tend to think of words like hero, 

revolutionary, Frenchman, and General. How many would think of him in a more down-to-earth 

way? To imagine him simply as a husband or as a father? What about when you combine those 

things with his being a man barely out of his teens going off to war for the first time? If you look 

past all the honors and titles, Lafayette was a young soldier off to war in 1777, leaving behind his 

beloved wife Adrienne, who was pregnant, and his daughter Henriette. While he was gone, 

Anastasie was born and Henriette died. He returned to France in 1779, and left for America again 

in 1780, just a few months after his son George Washington Lafayette had been born. 

 

 The heart of a soldier, husband, and father never changes no matter the time period; this 

is shown in the comparisons between Lafayette’s letter and the letter from World War II. I too, 

can connect deeply to Lafayette and his feelings during war. Much like Lafayette who came to 

the American colonies when he was 19 to fight, I also joined when I was young. At 17 years old, 
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I joined the United States Army with a heart full of passion and patriotic ideals and would go on 

to serve just shy of ten years. During these ten years, I experienced combat tours that brought the 

realities of war alive for me, and hurricane Katrina relief duty which gave me firsthand 

experience in utter destruction and loss. Through it all, my heart always ached for home, for the 

ones I loved. While I knew I had a job to do, they were always on my mind. We wanted to keep 

present the feelings of safety, love, and security that our loved ones brought us, but we also 

strove to keep our families at a distance from the pain we were experiencing. If you notice, like 

most caring husbands tend to do, Lafayette strives to protect Adrienne from the whole truth of 

his battle wound to help lessen her worries and fears. This internal struggle is clearly evident in 

Lafayette’s letters, one dated just after the Battle of Brandywine and another about a month later 

where the guilt seemed to have gotten the best of him. 

 

 

I send you a few lines, dear heart, by some French officers, my friends, who came 

here with me but have not obtained positions and are returning to France. I shall begin by 

telling you that I am well, because I must end by telling you that we fought in earnest 

yesterday, and we were not the victors. Our Americans, after holding firm for a 

considerable time, were finally routed. While I was trying to rally them, the English 

honored me with a musket shot, which wounded me slightly in the leg. But the wound is 

nothing, dear heart; the ball hit neither bone nor nerve, and all I have to do for it to heal is 

to lie on my back for a while – which puts me in very bad humor. I hope, dear heart, that 

you will not worry; on the contrary, you should be even less worried than before, because 

I shall now be out of action for some time. I intended to take good care of myself; you 

may be sure of that, dear heart.3 

 

- Letter to Adrienne, Philadelphia, September 12, 1777 

 

 

 I wrote to you, dear heart, on the twelfth of September; the twelfth is the 

day after the eleventh. About that particular eleventh, I have a tale to tell you. To 

put the best face on it, I could tell you that mature reflection had induced me to 

remain in my bed for several weeks, sheltered from all danger. But I must admit 

that I was invited to stay there because of a very slight wound in the leg. I do not 

know how I received it; in truth, I did not expose myself to enemy fire. It was my 

first battle, so you see how rare battles are. It is the last of this campaign, or at 

least the last big battle, it appears. . . . But we were speaking of my wound; the 

ball passed through the flesh and touched neither bone nor nerve. The surgeons 

are astonished by the rate at which it heals; they are in ecstasy every time they 

dress it, and maintain that it is the most beautiful thing in the world. I myself find 

it very foul, very tedious, and rather painful; there is no accounting for tastes. . . . 

Do not be concerned, dear heart, about the care of my wound. All the physicians 

in America are paying close attention to me. I have a friend who has spoken to 

them in such a way that I can be assured of the best care. That friend is General 

Washington.4 

- Letter to Adrienne, Bethlehem, October 1, 1777 
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 Even in the darkness of war, there is love to be found - love for family, love for a wife 

and children - a light within that darkness. While Lafayette’s heart was on fire for the 

Revolution, the deepest parts of his heart ached for his beloved. From the moment he left France 

in 1777, Lafayette was always thinking about Adrienne. It seems simply leaving to come to 

America took everything he had, ripping him to emotional pieces. You’ll read in a portion of his 

letter to Adrienne on his first journey to America, that Lafayette is racked with guilt and is 

desperate to show his love for her. Even with all those emotions, Lafayette, as all husbands must 

do, knew that regardless of the circumstances, he still must check in with his wife to let her know 

he was okay! 

 

 

 I am writing to you from very far away, dear heart, and to this cruel 

separation is added the still more dreadful uncertainty of the time when I shall 

hear from you. I hope, however, that it will be soon. Among the many reasons 

that make me want to arrive at my destination, none make me more impatient than 

that. So many fears and so many worries are added to the intense grief of leaving 

everything that is most dear to me. How did you take my second departure? Did 

you love me less because of it? Have you forgiven me? Have you thought that in 

any case I would have been separated from you, wandering in Italy and leading a 

life without glory, amidst the people most hostile to my projects and my way of 

thinking? All these reflections did not prevent me from experiencing a terrible 

emotion during the awful moments when we left the shore. Your grief, that of my 

friends, (your pregnancy,) Henriette – all came to my mind with a terrifying 

vividness. It was then that I could find no more excuses for myself. If you knew 

everything that I have suffered, dear heart, during the sad days I passed in flight 

from everything that I love in the world! Must I add to this the unhappiness of 

learning that you do not forgive me? In truth, my dear, that would be too much to 

bear. But I am telling you nothing about myself, about my health, and I know that 

such details interest you.5 

- Letter to Adrienne from aboard la Victoire, May 30, 1777 

 

 While Lafayette’s heart pulled him towards home and Adrienne, honor and duty kept him 

in America, fighting for the cause of freedom. Lafayette had a deep sense of honor and duty, one 

that almost rivaled his devotion and love for Adrienne and his family. In the same letter written 

aboard la Victoire in June of 1777, Lafayette attempts to explain his reasoning, what fighting for 

this cause means to him, but explains at the same time that it doesn’t trump his love for her. 

 

 

 As the defender of that liberty which I idolize, freer than anyone else, 

coming as a friend to offer my services to this most interesting republic, I bring 

there only my sincerity and my goodwill, and no personal ambition or selfish 

interest. In striving for my own glory, I work for their happiness. I trust that, for 

my sake, you will become a good American. Besides, it is a sentiment made for 
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virtuous hearts. The welfare of America is intimately connected with the 

happiness of all mankind; she will become the respectable and safe asylum of 

virtue, tolerance, equality, and a peaceful liberty. . . . Farewell, my dear, I cannot 

continue because night is falling, and I have forbidden all lights on my vessel for 

several days now. See how careful I am. Farewell, then, if my fingers are guided a 

bit by my heart, I do not need to see clearly to tell you that I love you, and that I 

shall love you all my life.6 

- Letter to Adrienne from aboard la Victoire, June 7, 1777 

 

 That love, that fire in a soldier’s heart, whether it’s the 18th, 19th, or 20th century or the 

present day, never changes. As a soldier myself, I saw that fire in many of my friends when they 

received letters from home, and when they told stories of their wives and their children. It 

brought hope to their eyes in the midst of the chaos and death of war. Even for those of us who 

were young and without wives and children, hearing their stories and seeing their fire brought us 

warmth as well. Some would say that because Lafayette put the American cause ahead of 

Adrienne that perhaps his love for her wasn’t as pure or deep as some say, but I beg to differ. I 

believe it was because of his love for her that he was able to continue on fighting. Many who 

fight do not do so because they hate what is in front of them, they fight because they love what is 

behind them or whom they are standing in front of. 

 

 Unfortunately, it wasn’t until recently that I started seeing this wonderful trait in 

Lafayette. For me, the more I studied Lafayette, the more he became a relatable historical hero. 

We share so many priorities and values - his desire to serve a greater purpose, his views as an 

abolitionist, on women’s rights, on freedom of religion - I saw myself in him. But then, as time 

has gone on, and I became a father and my relationship with my wife grew stronger, I started 

seeing certain things in a new light. One of those was how I viewed my “heroes.” That’s when I 

started noticing how deeply Lafayette cared for his wife and children. How wonderful of a man 

he truly was beyond being a revolutionary war hero. During the Farewell Tour, from Baltimore, 

he wrote this to his children in France: 

 

All the pleasures of my journey will not prevent my enjoying, more than ever, that 

of going back to the farm at La Grange to see my dear daughters and my dear sons. You 

can guess that at these brilliant fêtes and charming balls, I always regret not to be able to 

bring my granddaughters to them.7 

 

- Letter from Lafayette to his children at La Grange, October 1824 

 

 

 
1 André Maurois, Adrienne: The Life of the Marquise de La Fayette (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 

1961), p. 85. 
2 Andrew Carroll, War Letters: Extraordinary Correspondance from American Wars (New York: Washington 

Square Press, 2001), pp. 244-245. 
3 Stanley J. Idzerda, Editor, Lafayette in the Age of the American Revolution: Selected Letters and Papers, 1776-

1790 (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1977), Vol. I, p. 108. 
4 Idzerda, Vol. I, pp. 114, 116. 
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5 Idzerda, Vol. I, p. 56. 
6 Idzerda, Vol. I, pp. 58-59. 
7 Marian Klamkin, The Return of Lafayette 1824-1825 (New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1975), pp. 91-92. 
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The Witness Tree at Old Point Comfort 
by Frank Womble 

 

 “General Lafayette, shall we review the troops? They stand ready awaiting your arrival 

and would be honored by your presence.” Colonel Abraham Eustis, the Fortress Monroe post 

commander, was eager to show off his command to such an important guest. “Avec plaisir, 

colonel. Please lead the way,” replied Lafayette with a smile. Reviewing troop formations 

inevitably brought to mind his glory days in a Continental Army uniform. He had gladly shared 

the dangers of combat in the American Revolutionary War with his mentor and paternal friend 

George Washington, and had recently been welcomed back to his adopted country with open 

arms as a hero. 

The Algernon Oak, with Quarters 1 visible in the background 



141 
 

 

 

 Monday, October 25, 1824 dawned clear and promised to be a beautiful fall day. The two 

men had spent a pleasant evening at Quarters 1 the night before. The garrison’s officers and local 

dignitaries had come to meet the last surviving major general of the American Revolution and 

stayed to enjoy a cotillion in honor of the Nation’s Guest. Colonel Eustis was widely envied, 

having had the privilege of personally hosting Lafayette in his quarters overnight. Lafayette’s 

itinerary for this day included an inspection visit to the nearby fortifications at Fort Calhoun, 

followed by a return to Norfolk, so time was of the essence. 

 

 The two men walked the short distance to the newly-leveled parade field in the center of 

the fort. Fortress Monroe was still under construction and would not be completed for another 

ten years. Expertly designed by Lafayette’s countryman Simon Bernard,1 it was the largest 

masonry fort in the United States. Its massive scale, even in an unfinished state, was remarkable. 

The grounds had been hurriedly cleaned up for this special occasion. 

 

 
The Fort Monroe Parade Ground with a live oak tree and the Lincoln Gun in the foreground 

Photo courtesy of Robert Kelly 

 

 Eleven companies of artillerymen,2 comprising the entire garrison, snapped to attention at 

the arrival of the reviewing party. The two men slowly passed along the front of the formation. 

Lafayette was delighted by their uniforms and deportment. He did not seem to notice these were 

the same soldiers he had reviewed in Yorktown only a few days earlier. They had force-marched 

back to the fort in order to beat his arrival there.3 

 



142 
 

 

 As they reached the end of the formation and turned to go back to Quarters 1, Lafayette’s 

feet crunched a dense carpet of acorns. He looked up and saw a massive tree with three large 

conjoined trunks and an enormous broad crown. “C’est magnifique!” he murmured. “It is quite 

similar to the large oaks at La Grange, but all the leaves are still green! What is it?” 

 

 “That’s a southern live oak, General” replied Colonel Eustis. “Its leaves remain green 

year-round. They are common in our Deep South states, but the warmth of the Gulf Stream 

moderates the climate just enough for them to grow here. We often use the wood for 

shipbuilding. The famous USS Constitution, “Old Ironsides,” was built partially from this nearly 

impenetrable wood, as the crew of HMS Guerrière learned the hard way.”4 Colonel Eustis 

served in the War of 1812 and recalled the historic battle between the two ships with a grim look 

of satisfaction. 

 

 Lafayette was speechless. He gazed at the enormous tree, lost in thought. They soon 

resumed their walk back to continue his visit. He departed later that day and continued on his 

triumphal tour of the country for another ten and a half months. He finally arrived home to La 

Grange in October 1825 in time to see his own oak trees change color and drop their leaves. He 

would not visit Fortress Monroe or the United States again. 

 

 The impressive tree that Lafayette saw is the Algernon Oak. It was named for Fort 

Algernon, a temporary stockade first erected on the site in 1609. Core analysis indicates it 

probably sprouted in 1540.5 Already a sturdy 67-year-old sapling when the Jamestown settlers 

explored the area in 1607, the tree that Lafayette beheld was a mature behemoth of 284 years. 

The witness tree is now 481 years old, a state champion of its species.6 

 

 Six human lifetimes have passed since the day it poked a first slender green shoot above 

ground. The sun has risen and set on Old Point Comfort more than 175,000 times. Nearly a 

thousand generations of grey squirrels have made their homes in its branches and feasted on the 

tons of acorns it has dropped. Since the first recorded storm in 1635, dozens of hurricanes, 

tropical storms, and nor’easters have swept up the Atlantic seaboard7 and sometimes flooded Old 

Point Comfort, but none has seriously affected the Algernon Oak. 

 

 The post is the historic home of the Army’s original Artillery School of Practice.8 

Artillerymen from every era of the United States Army – from the days of horse-drawn muzzle-

loading black powder cannons, through the coast artillery period, to modern mechanized 

howitzers trained on the post – lived in nearby barracks, stood in formation on the parade field, 

walked guard posts, and met their sweethearts at night under the canopy of the ancient oak tree. 

 

 Although the fortress has undergone many changes, there is still significant physical 

evidence of its 19th-century past. The ten-foot-thick stone walls of what is known today as the 

historic fort are an enduring testimony to Bernard’s engineering expertise. The 1802 lighthouse, 

the oldest structure on the post, greeted Lafayette’s arrival at the nearby Engineer Wharf and 

remains an active aid to navigation. Quarters 1 still stands, its “Lafayette Room” where the 

General spent the night carefully preserved. 
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US Army Engineer drawing, c. 1820, showing what Quarters 1 

 would have looked like when Lafayette saw it in 1824 

 

 The old fort is much quieter now. The massive 20th-century coast artillery guns and anti-

aircraft guns that shook the nearby town of Phoebus with their blasts were removed by 1950 

without ever firing a shot in anger.9 Empty concrete emplacements bear mute witness to where 

they once stood. Only a few small three-inch guns remain, silently standing guard over the 

navigation channel between the Chesapeake Bay and Hampton Roads. The last soldiers departed 

in 2011 when the U. S. Army Training and Doctrine Command was relocated to nearby Fort 

Eustis, named in honor of Lafayette’s host that day. The post was decommissioned and declared 

a national monument, ending a 400-year tradition.10 Old Glory still flies proudly atop the 

parapet’s Flagstaff Bastion, displaying more than twice as many stars in its vivid blue canton 

since Lafayette’s famous return visit to the country whose creation he helped ensure. 

 

 Nearly two centuries have passed since Lafayette reviewed the troops. The parade 

ground, bare dirt on that historic day, is now carpeted with grass, although part of it was 

sacrificed years ago for a parking lot. Live oaks still stand around its periphery. One can easily 

envision a bicentennial reenactment of that visit featuring soldiers from Fort Eustis. The 

Algernon Oak, the last living witness to Lafayette’s visit, will be there, silently observing the 

ceremony and casting its shade over the edge of the field. It simply endures, just as it always has, 

coping with the vagaries of nature and defying the forces of change. 

 

About the Author 

 AFL member Frank Womble is a retired Army artillery officer. After leaving active duty, 

he worked at Fort Monroe as a defense contractor for several years in an office building on the 

edge of the parade ground, only a few yards from the Algernon Oak. This is a work of historical 

fiction which is based on the known facts of Lafayette’s visit to Fortress Monroe. 
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Fort Monroe Quarters 1 today 

Photo courtesy of Robert Kelly 

 

 
1 Bernard, formerly a French brigadier general of engineers and aide to Napoleon, was banished from France after 

Napoleon’s defeat at Waterloo in 1815. He emigrated to the United States in 1816, where he was later 

commissioned as a brigadier general in the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers. Although Bernard is best known for 

designing Fort Monroe, he also designed Forts Wool, Adams, Hamilton, Macon, and Morgan, and taught at the U. S. 

Military Academy at West Point. Todd A. Shallat, “American Gibraltars: Army Engineers and the Quest for a 

Scientific Defense of the Nation, 1815-1860,” Army History, Winter 2008. 
2 Companies E and F, 1st Artillery; Companies D, G, and H, 2nd Artillery; Companies D, F, and G, 3rd Artillery; and 

Companies C, D, and I, 4th Artillery. Richard P. Weinert, Jr., and Colonel Robert Arthur, Defender of the 

Chesapeake: The Story of Fort Monroe (Shippensburg, PA: White Mane Publishing, 1989): 321. 
3 David A. Clary, Adopted Son: Washington, Lafayette and the Friendship That Saved the Revolution (New York: 

Bantam Dell, 2007): 444. 
4 The two ships exchanged broadsides at extreme close range during their famous battle on August 19, 1812. HMS 

Guerrière, dismasted and crippled, surrendered to USS Constitution, which was only slightly damaged. Naval 

History and Heritage Command, “Engagement with HMS Guerrière, 1812,” 

https://www.history.navy.mil/research/library/online-reading-room/title-list-alphabetically/u/uss-constitutions-

battle-record0/engagement-with-hms-guerriere.html 
5 Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, “Virginia BIG Trees,” 

http://bigtree.cnre.vt.edu/detail.cfm?AutofieldforPrimaryKey=718 
6 Ibid. 
7 National Weather Service, “The Hurricane History of Central and Eastern Virginia,” 

https://www.weather.gov/media/akq/miscNEWS/hurricanehistory.pdf 
8 Weinert and Arthur, 35, 47-51. 
9 Ibid., 299-300. 
10 The White House, Office of the Press Secretary, “Presidential Proclamation -- Establishment of the Fort Monroe 

National Monument,” November 1, 2011, https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-

office/2011/11/01/presidential-proclamation-establishment-fort-monroe-national-monument 
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Member Profile - Joshua Neiderhiser 
 

 
Joshua Neiderhiser and Lafayette in front of the Gates House, York, Pennsylvania 

 

 Born in the cradle of American liberty, Philadelphia, to an agnostic Lutheran minister and 

an elementary school teacher, I was introduced to two things from the jump: independent 

thought, much to my mother’s chagrin, and history. Growing up I had a love/hate relationship 

with history. I loved the stories and the characters and could see how everything built towards 

something, but hated the deification of those same stories and characters.  

 

 I came to York, Pennsylvania for employment after passing the bar exam. I’ve greatly 

enjoyed the rich historical community in this area, despite its tendency to rely, and focus on, 

myth rather than fact – in particular, the focus on Lafayette’s toast to General Washington at 

Horatio Gates’ headquarters in January 1778 as having averted the elevation of General Gates to 

commander in chief and ended the so-called Conway Cabal. This toast, for which Lafayette’s 

memoir appears to be the only source, surely did not have the huge impact that the city of York 

claims for it. York has a statue outside of the Gates House and a painting in their history center 

commemorating this overblown moment. I will neither confirm nor deny being asked to leave a 

tour of the Gates House for pointing this out. 
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 My interest - my wife would say obsession - with Lafayette came about due to another 

interest - my family would say obsession - with lists and rankings. As I was born and raised in 

the Philadelphia area, the American Revolution was like a second language to me. Because of 

this I always felt that I should have a favorite figure so, in case I ever got famous and was asked 

“who is my favorite historic figure?”, I would have an answer. I’ve never been one to follow the 

crowd, so the “usual” suspects like Washington, Adams, Franklin, and Jefferson were out. I tried 

characters like Nathaniel Greene and Francis Marion out as well, even going so far as to try 

defending Benedict Arnold. But no one seemed “just right.”  

 

 Finally, a random trip to Brandywine led to my hearing about General Lafayette, and this 

led to hours of research and reading up on the man I came to love. It was not his bravery, his 

leadership, or his accomplishments that drew me to Lafayette. Rather, Lafayette was the type of 

person we wish our business and political leaders to be. He was born into the aristocracy and 

could have breezed through life on his family’s name and money. Rather, he dedicated his life 

and fortune to the cause of liberty throughout the world. Contrast that with the wealthy and our 

leaders today who use their positions to add to their wealth, and their wealth to play with gigantic 

toys. Additionally, his idealism never wavered, and matches much of my own. The fact that he 

made mistakes makes him even more attractive as a role model. If I am remembered as half the 

person Lafayette was, I will consider my life to have been well spent. 

 

About the Author 

 

 Joshua Neiderhiser was born in Philadelphia and raised in Downingtown, a near suburb 

of the City of Brotherly Love. He has resided in York, Pennsylvania since 2004. He achieved 

B.A.s in Political Science and History at Shippensburg University in Shippensburg, 

Pennsylvania, and his J.D. at the Thomas Jefferson School of Law in San Diego, California, 

where he also received a certificate in Law and Social Justice. He recently achieved an M.A. in 

American History from Norwich University in Northfield, Vermont. Joshua works as Assistant 

Conflict Counsel (indigent criminal defense) in York, Pennsylvania. 
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AFL Gazette Distribution 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

The distribution of the AFL Gazette is a laborious job that requires brains and brawn. As 

the Gazette grew (now consistently over 100 pages) and as the AFL grew, brawn certainly 

became a more important element of the job. Stuffing hundreds of Gazettes into envelopes, 

addressing them, and lugging them to the post office is a thankless, albeit essential, assignment. 

For many years, the AFL Gazette was distrinuted by Phil and Barbara Schroeder, with the 

help of John Becica. They would have distribution “parties” to make sure that all AFL members 

received their treasured Gazette. Their devotion to the task was remarkable, but after many years 

of service, it was time for the Shroeders to retire from Gazette distribution duty. 

The Shroeders’ retirement left us searching for replacements to perform this important 

job. We did not have to wait long before Alan Hoffman recruited fellow Granite Staters David 

and Deedy Jensen, along with Sarah Gillens, to distribute Gazette N°94. Of course, they had to 

throw their own distribution party and flawlessly mailed almost three hundred Gazettes. 

As you are enjoying this issue of Gazette N°95, please take a minute to ponder the hard 

work it took to get the print edition into your hands. Paper cuts from stuffing, sore backs from 

lifting, and strained eyes from reading hundreds of addresses will not deter us. The AFL is 

committed to sending you hard copies of this world-renowned newsletter. 

Great thanks to Phil Schroeder, Barbara Schroeder, and John Becica for their past, 

impeccable distribution services. Gratitude to our new distribution team as well. Their 

commitment to deliver is exceptional and appreciated. 

 

         
    Deedy Jensen (L) with Sarah Gillens (R)                   David Jensen (L) and Alan Hoffman (R) 
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Finding a Nontraditional Use for Gazette No. 93 
by Michèle Rzewnicki 

 

 Imagine yourself five inches tall, switching on the lamp, settling into your armchair, 

perching your feet on the foot stool and gazing through the window at Chavaniac. 

 

 
 

 Over the years, and after building and decorating six dollhouses, I've acquired 

hundreds of tiny things like one-inch mirrors, marbles, swatches of cloth and such, out of which I 

began creating miniature scenes and rooms. The first was a living room all ready for Christmas 

morning. When I needed wood to make a bookcase under the stairs, I deconstructed a decorative, 

unfinished birdhouse that cost one dollar. And then I had tiny planks of wood for shelves. Since 

then, I've purchased nothing except glue, and I relish fabricating with only found objects. One 

house's roof shingles are from a motorcycle's blown inner tube. Pipe comes from bendable 

straws; stones and bricks hail from cardboard or foam egg cartons. 
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 After I enjoyed reading the 93rd issue of the AFL Gazette, I wondered what I could do 

with it. Although I was reared never to write in, or dog ear the pages of, a book, and still don't, I 

made the audacious decision to memorialize some of the articles published in November 2020. 

 

 The scene's construction involved gluing the pages of text to thin cardboard and deciding 

what I wanted to make. The armchair was the first and only item for a couple months. I simply 

didn't know what I wanted to create. After rereading articles and looking at the pictures, it 

seemed obvious that I should highlight Lafayette's abolitionist viewpoint and allow us to view 

the beautiful château at Chavaniac through the window. 
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 While I was more focused on form and function, sometimes the words fell enticingly in 

just the right spot. The armchair pillow's "Revolution's tougher" was an interesting stroke of 

luck. Perhaps if I practice with this medium, I will learn to use the words to better effect. 

 

 There are six non-AFL Gazette items in the little Lafayette Library, but only two are 

visible. While you study the picture, I'll mention the others. Thin cardboard throughout. The base 

of the chair involves small pieces of foam (for lightweight height) and I used thin packaging 

foam for the cushion, seatback, and arms to make them soft. The whole display is on a thin disc 

of wood whose origin I can't recall. The lamppost is a toothpick wrapped in words. Did you find 

the other two, which are visible? The fine wire suspends the curtains. The faux pearl-tipped 

straight pin serves as a light bulb. 

 

 Diane and Hank Parfitt's City Center Gallery & Books in Fayetteville, North Carolina is 

the owner of the little library. If you are interested in seeing more of my work, it's on Instagram 

under Rzewnick. Perhaps I can make you something. 

 

 
The bottom of the scene, signed by Michèle 
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In Memoriam – Chris Gross 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

 
 

 Chris Gross passed away on August 25th, 2021, at age 83. He is survived by his wife of 

fifty-nine years, Katie Faith Woodcock Gross; his daughter, Alice Faith Gross Cook (Randolph); 

and his grandchildren, Madeline Faith Cook and Cameron Louis Cook. 

 

 Chris was born in Charlotte, North Carolina in 1937 to Gus George Gross and Josephine 

Elish Gross. He was the third of four siblings and spent his formative years in Wilmington, North 

Carolina, where he attended New Hanover High School. He graduated from North Carolina State 

University in 1962 with an undergraduate degree in Nuclear Engineering. 

 

 After earning his engineering degree, NASA's Langley Research Center recruited Chris 

as a researcher. There, he was a valued employee, receiving many awards, commendations, and 

patents. During his tenure at NASA, Chris received a Master's in Physics from the College of 

William and Mary. 

 

 In 1979, Chris left NASA to become a founding partner of Pressure Systems Inc. This 

company manufactured commercial instrumentation based on his NASA inventions and patents. 

In 1989, Chris sold his interest in PSI and enjoyed six years of retirement before joining 

Measurement Specialties, Inc. in 1995, where he shared his talents until 2010. 

 

 Chris enjoyed the rich character of both Yorktown and Colonial Williamsburg and 

supported preserving the history of those special places. He was especially proud of being a 

member of the American Friends of Lafayette. Chris designed his home as an homage to the 

Wythe House in Colonial Williamsburg and spent many hours cultivating his extensive English 

boxwood gardens that were inspired by the colonial gardens in Williamsburg. 

 

 Chris will be forever remembered by those who knew him for his warm sense of humor 

and considerable generosity. Chris made significant donations to both the Lafayette Statue in 

Yorktown and The Lafayette Trail.
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In Memoriam 

Ronald Anthony Panaggio, Sr. 
by Alan R. Hoffman 

 

 
 

 

 Ron Panaggio passed away peacefully at age 84 on Tuesday, May 18, 2021. 

  

 He leaves behind his wife of 63 years, Vivian; his son, Ronald Anthony Panaggio, Jr. and 

wife Melissa; daughters, Lisa Sechler and husband James, Suzette Thomas and husband Andrew, 

and Nancy Panaggio. He had twelve grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 

  

 Born in Newport, Rhode Island, Ron married his high school sweetheart, Vivian Wright, 

in 1958. They eventually moved to Chantilly, Virginia where they raised their four children. Ron 

worked as a manager in finance and accounting in both the private and public sectors throughout 

his career. 

  

 An avid consumer of news and politics, he could often be found behind the pages of his 

beloved newspaper. He loved and passionately followed college basketball. 

  

 Ron was proud of his Italian-American heritage and had the opportunity to travel to his 

ancestral homeland and connect with his extended family there. 

  

 As loyal and dedicated members of the American Friends of Lafayette, Ron and Vivian 

traveled to much of the East Coast to attend the AFL’s annual meetings. Indeed, they, along with 

Ron’s two brothers Leonard and Patrick and their wives, provided a core nucleus to our 

organization for many years. Ron served for a time as Secretary of the AFL.
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In Memoriam - Jeffrey Sinclair 
by Connor Harrison 

 

 

Major Jeffrey Bruce Sinclair of Lorton, Virginia, was born June 2, 1944 in Summit, New 

Jersey, and passed away on August 25, 2021 at INOVA Fairfax Hospital. The cause of death was 

pulmonary fibrosis. He spent most of his youth in Germany and Holland where his father was 

stationed with the US Air Force, and he attended the Quaker boarding school in the Netherlands. 

As an alumnus of Moses Lake High School in Washington state, Major Sinclair earned his BA 

from Eastern Washington University and his MS from UCLA. He joined the US Marine Corps in 

1965 as a CH-46 helicopter pilot and was rescued before capture after being shot down in 

Vietnam.  

Major Sinclair received the Presidential Service Badge while serving as senior pilot on 

Marine One under President Jimmy Carter. In September 1978 he transported President Carter, 

President Sadat of Egypt, and Prime Minister Begin of Israel during the Camp David Summit, 

and in October 1979 he transported Pope John Paul II on the Pope’s US visit. Major Sinclair 

concluded his Marine career as an Acquisition Management Officer, earning an honorable 

discharge in 1987.  

During his retirement from the Marine Corps, Major Sinclair worked in program and test 

management for DCS, SAIC, and Leidos. He participated in many projects during his career as a 

defense contractor, most notably Hellfire and JDAM.  

Memberships included George Washington’s Mount Vernon, the American Friends of 

Lafayette, and the Commemorative Air Force. He is survived by his son, Brendan Sinclair of 

Santa Rosa, California and his wife, Connor Harrison of Lorton, Virginia. Interment will be at 

Arlington National Cemetery at a later date.
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Coming Soon! 

The Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette 
No. 96                              friendsoflafayette.org                        May 2022 

The Adrienne Issue 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Behind every great man is a great woman. That is certainly the case for Adrienne Lafayette. Frankly, we 

do not spend enough time discussing this saintly woman - a woman who certainly deserves more credit than she 

gets. That’s about to change: 2022 will be the year of Adrienne!!! 
 

            Our next issue of the Gazette we will be focusing on Lafayette’s better half. If you would like to write 

an article regarding Adrienne, please share your idea with me at americanfriendsoflafayette@gmail.com. Please 

don’t hesitate as we are looking for content from you. 
 

  We will also focus on Adrienne at our annual meeting at West Point (June 2022). If you know someone 

that would like to speak or present at the annual meeting regarding Adrienne, please let me know at 

americanfriendsoflafayette@gmail.com. 
 

 Thank you, Chuck Schwam – Publisher & Event Planner 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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Letters to the Gazette 
 

 

A lot of great work! Thank you ALL, especially Chuck, Alan, et al. for bringing the excellent 

Niles Register to light! - Thomas C. Walton 

 

 

I only realize now that you sent the Gazette six hours ago, and am a bit upset at myself, 

because...it means I only have a few hours left this Sunday to read it from A to Z! It is an 

incredible edition. - Thierry Chaunu 

 

 

Thank you for the latest issue of the Gazette. It’s terrific!! - Bill Poole 

 

 

Congratulations for your excellent Gazette N°94. It truly gives access to many American Friends 

of Lafayette as well as to his ideas and accomplishments. - Pierre Antoine de Chambrun  

 

 

Another fabulous edition!!! Merci beaucoup!! - Albert Oberst 

 

 

FÉLICITATIONS! - Gerard Charpentier 

 

 

Really looking forward to reading it with careful attention. Thank you so much for your hard 

work on this. - Stephanie Dray 

 

 

I received my copy of the marvelous Gazette. You all are amazing, and the proof is in the 

magazine! - Rosemary Bowes 

 

 

I love the member profiles! As a teacher, Lisa Guadagno's story of finding Lafayette in seventh-

grade history, and never letting go, was a highlight. Thanks for all your efforts with the Gazette. 

- Richard P. Binzel 

 

You continue to do great things with the newsletter. I particularly enjoyed the diary account of 

Lafayette’s stop in North Carolina. - Dr. Robert Crout 

 

 

Congrats on another great edition of The Gazette. Lots of info. – Andrew Golbert 

 



 
 

 

 
                      Photo courtesy Lafayette College 
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