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AFL Members with Students and Faculty from Lafayette High School 

 (Williamsburg) gather outside the Governor’s Mansion in Richmond on 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 
 

Dear Friend of Lafayette, 

 

 This has been another active and productive year for the AFL. 

 

 Since our last Gazette in October, the AFL and its members have participated in a plethora of Lafayette-

related events. These have included Yorktown Association Day in October, a book donation event at the Lafayette 

Regional School in Franconia, NH in December, Virginia Lafayette Day in March, a reception honoring Diane 

Windham Shaw in advance of her retirement from Lafayette College in April, and state-mandated Lafayette Days in 

Massachusetts and New Hampshire in May. 

 

 On a personal note, I travelled to Mobile, Alabama in early April where I gave two talks, one of which was 

facilitated by AFL member Al Cleghorn, who was in attendance. This was a milestone for me, as Alabama was the 

24th of the 24 states that Lafayette visited where I have harangued audiences about Lafayette. During my southern trip, 

I also spent two wonderful days in LaGrange, GA where I was hosted by AFL member and Lafayette Alliance leader 

Dr. Richard Ingram. I lectured at two different venues there on a single day. 

 

 This year also saw our peripatetic cartographer/historian Julien Icher make great strides across the eastern half 

of the country, adding 18 states (19 if you include West Virginia, which was not a state until the 1860s) to the six New 

England states that he had mapped in 2017. Julien has been a wonderful ambassador for Lafayette (and the AFL) and 

has generated great interest in our hero with public lectures, press reports, and interviews. He has also started to 

implement the second phase of The Lafayette Trail project which contemplates the installation of Lafayette Trail signs 

in the numerous cities and towns that Lafayette visited during the Farewell Tour. 

 

 2019 is the 195th year since the commencement of the extended victory lap that Lafayette took in 1824 and 

1825. This means that the bicentennial of the Farewell Tour is practically at hand. The AFL Bicentennial Committee, 

co-chaired by Peter Riley and Julien Icher, will be working on a plan to celebrate this milestone with appropriate 

aplomb and grandeur. 

 

 

        Best Regards, 

        Alan R. Hoffman 
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Yorktown Victory Celebration 2018 
By Chuck Schwam 

 

 The Yorktown Victory Celebration in 2019 was a special event for the American Friends of 

Lafayette.  About thirty members attended the annual Yorktown Day Association Dinner.  Approximately 

fifty members attended the many commemorative events the following day.  Many members marched in the 

annual parade and our very own Robert Kelly represented the AFL at the patriotic exercises.   

 

 
Robert Kelly walks beside the AFL flag during  

The 2019 Yorktown Day patriotic exercises. 

 

 

 As usual, the high point of the day was the AFL’s world-famous cocktail party.  The soirée took 

place again at the Hornsby House Inn.   The Bowditch’s spoiled us with delectable food and 

drink.  However, the pièce de résistance was a visit by none other than James Armistead Lafayette!  This 

award-winning interpretation was performed in the newly constructed Hornsby House pavilion by 

Williamsburg’s Stephen Seals.  It was a very emotional performance as Mr. Seals portrayed James 

Armistead Lafayette’s life as a slave, a spy and a free man.  AFL members were moved beyond words. 
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James Armistead Lafayette, portrayed by Stephen Seals 

 

            On October 20, AFL members enjoyed a bus tour of Lafayette-related sites during the 1781 Virginia 

Campaign.  AFL member, professor and archaeologist Alain Outlaw conducted the tour.  Selected Lafayette 

sites including Spencer's Ordinary, Green Spring, Church on the Main, and Redoubt #10.  After the tour we 

lunched at the historic Cole Digges House (circa 1699).   

          Later in the evening, AFL members enjoyed a historic evening honoring Brevet Brigadier General 

Simon Bernard, aide-de-camp to Napoleon, French Engineer, advisor on American Fortifications and 

designer of Fort Monroe.  The evening featured internationally acclaimed interpreter and AFL member Mark 

Schneider as Simon Bernard.  Mr. Schneider again showed off his diverse skills as an interpreter entertaining 

the crowd from the Chamberlin’s Grand Dining Room with breathtaking views of Chesapeake Bay. 

        Once again, we concluded the Yorktown festivities on Sunday morning, at the home of Katherine and 

Robert Kelly.  As always, Katherine provided AFL members with a delicious array of breakfast foods, while 

Robert provided a private tour of Fort Monroe.  It was a glorious morning and a wonderful way for AFL 

members to say, “until next time.”  
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Robert and Katherine Kelly 

 

 

Lafayette Day in Virginia & Governor's Mansion Tour 

by Chuck Schwam 

On February 24, 2015, the Virginia Assembly passed House Joint Resolution No. 797 “Designating 

March 14, in 2015 and in each succeeding year, as a Day of Honor for the Marquis de Lafayette in 

Virginia.”  The American Friends of Lafayette celebrated this event for the fourth year in a row on March 

14th, 2019 at Virginia’s State House in Richmond.   

This year we included a tour of the Governor’s Mansion and a peek at the Lafayette Bedroom where 

our recently donated bust of Lafayette resides.  Lafayette visited both the State House and Governor's 

Mansion on October 28, 1824. 

Another bonus for this year’s Lafayette Day festivities was the attendance of students from Lafayette 

High School (Williamsburg, Virginia).  The AFL donated books to Lafayette High School in 2015, and this 

year Ms. Carrie Collin’s French class shared the Lafayette Day festivities with us. 
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French Teacher Carrie Collins and her French Class from Lafayette High School 

 

Governor Ralph Northam attended the State House ceremony and spoke knowledgeably about 

Lafayette.  Of course, AFL Treasurer Chuck Schwam insisted on presenting Governor Northam with his 

very own AFL pin.   

AFL President Alan Hoffman attended his first Virginia Lafayette Day and spoke eloquently about 

Lafayette to the gathered crowd.  AFL member, Lieutenant Colonel Alain Abad talked about the continued 

friendship between France and the United States including the current military partnership.  Two students 

from Lafayette High School also spoke (in French) about Lafayette’s legacy.   

After the ceremony, AFL members and Lafayette High School Students were treated to an enjoyable 

and educational tour of the State House.  The tour once again was given expertly by Mark Greenough.  Mr. 

Greenough did a magnificent job of mixing humor, history and interesting facts about one of the oldest state 

capitol buildings still in continuous use. 

Our group then walked over to the Executive Mansion. This is the oldest occupied governor's 

mansion in the United States. It has served as the home of Virginia governors and their families since 1813.  
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Of course, the climax of the tour was the Lafayette Bedroom on the second floor.  It was here that Lafayette 

stayed on October 28,1824.  This room is rarely opened to the public and is adorned by portraits of Lafayette 

and a bust donated last year.   

 The day ended with lunch at Meriwether’s which, frankly, could have been the highlight of the day.  

A special French meal was prepared including Coq au Vin, Salade Niçoise, and Crème Brûlée.  Most 

attendees had seconds…and thirds.  Great thanks to Jim Dillard, Jeff Lambert, and Robert Kelly for helping 

me to organize a fantastic event.  
------- 

 

Lafayette College Acquires Copy of Lafayette’s 1792 Arrest Warrant 
by Diane Windham Shaw 

 

 In January, a highly significant new document was purchased by Skillman Library for the Marquis de 

Lafayette Collections at Lafayette College. The original manuscript—one of several probable copies 

distributed throughout France—is dated Paris, August 19, 1792, and is signed by Jean Marie Roland, the 

Minister of the Interior, and countersigned by Georges Jacques Danton, the Minister of Justice. It decrees 

that Lafayette is a traitor for conspiring to overthrow the French Revolution, relieves him as head of the 

French army on the northern border that he commanded, and orders his arrest. The document, falsely 

accusing Lafayette of treason, was in actuality a death sentence for Lafayette by the radical Jacobin faction 

then in control of the Revolution. It set in motion a series of dramatic events, beginning with Lafayette’s 

decision to flee across the Belgian border in an attempt to get to Holland and then sail to England, where he 

hoped to gather his family and go America. Before he left on August 19, 1792, he wrote: “My only 

consolation will be that the sacred cause of liberty and equality, profaned ... by the crimes of a faction, will 

not for long be enslaved.” 

 

 Lafayette would not reach England as he had planned. He was immediately apprehended by the 

Austrians, then at war with France, who took from him the noted sword that is now in Lafayette College’s 

Special Collections. He spent the next five years in Prussian and Austrian prisons, spending his final years in 

Olmütz Prison in what is today the Czech Republic. He was joined there in late 1795 by his wife and two 

daughters, who voluntarily endured captivity with him until all were released in 1797. Out of these 

experiences Lafayette became an advocate of abolishing both solitary confinement and the death penalty, 

two additional causes in a lifetime of supporting human rights. 
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Completing Documentation On The Lafayette Trail 

by Julien Icher 

 

 

 As the Bicentennial of Lafayette’s Farewell tour draws nearer, more steps are being taken as part of 

The Lafayette Trail project to effectively prepare for the upcoming celebration. 

 

 Since commencing at the Consulate General of France in Boston in 2017, The Lafayette Trail has 

generated incredible momentum. In April of 2018, I had the honor, as a member of the French Presidential 

Delegation, of accompanying President Macron of France, for his state visit to Washington, D.C. A grassroots 

movement of friends of Lafayette is now emerging across the nation, of which AFL members have been critical 

players. Thanks to the generous support of so many AFL members, and after a journey of more than 24,000 

miles, more than 800 events during the Farewell Tour have been documented and mapped in more than 320 

American cities and towns across 25 states and Washington D.C. 

 

 The public interest in Lafayette keeps growing at a faster pace every day. Work on an enhanced version 

of the mapping program on www.thelafayettetrail.com is now available, and a new website is just around the 

corner. 

 

           
 

 The program now contains data for all the states visited by Lafayette, and is equipped with enhanced 

functionalities, such as database queries, a wider range of available base maps, and is generally more user-

friendly. 

 Legislative support has been achieved in Massachusetts and New Hampshire recently enacted a 

Lafayette Trail statute.  

http://www.thelafayettetrail.com/
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 Senator Ruth Ward of New Hampshire’s District 8 has sponsored the Lafayette Trail bill for the New 

Hampshire Senate and spearheaded it through the senate process. Amendments were provided to adjust road 

and town names in the language of the bill, based on changes suggested by William Lambert, from the New 

Hampshire Department of Transportation, and Julien Icher, of The Lafayette Trail Inc. The bill was passed by 

the Transportation Committee 5-0 and then by the full senate. 

 

 On April 17th, the House Public Works and Highway Committee voted 14-0 in favor of the bill, thanks 

to the help of the committee chairman, Mr. John Cloutier, from Claremont, one of the towns visited by 

Lafayette. AFL members Alan Hoffman and Julien Icher testified in support of the bill. The House passed the 

bill on May 8th and the Governor signed it on May 20th, New Hampshire Lafayette Day. 

 

 
 

 The Lafayette Trail has also worked with Senator Ruth Ward, Governor Sununu’s team, and the AFL 

to prepare for New Hampshire Lafayette Day on May 20th. We have invited representatives from the 17 towns 

that Lafayette visited. In addition to the signing of the Lafayette Trail bill by Governor Chris Sununu on May 

20th, we dedicated a replacement Lafayette Elm Tree on the State House Lawn. The Consul General of France 

for New England also participated in the ceremonies. 

 

 A lot of progress is being made in North Carolina as well. A bipartisan (yes, bipartisan!) bill has been 

introduced in the house. This bill would appropriate $84,000 for Revolutionary War markers, including 

Lafayette Trail markers. Representative Jon Hardister from Greensboro, NC has been tremendous in pushing 
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the bill. It has been filed in time for the deadline and we are closely monitoring its progress in both houses. 

House bill 984 has been referred to the committee on Appropriations, Transportation. 

 

 
  

I am happy and honored to present the next phase of the Lafayette Trail. Indeed, I am proud to announce 

that The Lafayette Trail has partnered with the William G. Pomeroy Foundation to implement a multi-state 

roadside historical marker program across the 24 states of Lafayette’s Farewell Tour. Funding would be 

provided to the sites selected by the vetting process agreed to between The Lafayette Trail, the William G. 

Pomeroy Foundation, and The American Friends of Lafayette. Marker funding by the William G. Pomeroy 

Foundation would be provided to sites selected by a vetting process agreed to between The Lafayette Trail 

Inc. (A 501(c)(3) charitable foundation that I am forming for the next phase of my work), and the William G. 

Pomeroy Foundation. The markers would feature The Lafayette Trail logo. 

 

 My experience traveling the U.S. overwhelmingly illustrates that the vast majority of the communities 

in the countryside, albeit deeply interested in being part of the conversation, often lack the resources to follow 

through. My plan is to capitalize upon the partnership with the William G. Pomeroy Foundation, and utilize 

the dedication ceremonies of the markers as opportunities to foster a grassroots movement from the ground 

up.  

 

 In order to carry on this exciting endeavor going forward toward 2024, The Lafayette Trail is kicking 

off a major fundraising campaign to operate independently financially. Donations for this next phase will be 

used to enable me to invite localities to apply to Pomeroy Foundation for markers, to coordinate the marker 

application process (a requirement by Pomeroy Foundation that I supervise), to coordinate the content, 

production, and installation of the markers, and to, as stated earlier, travel to marker dedication ceremonies as 

opportunities to foster a continuing a grassroots movement honoring Lafayette, and the friendship between 

America and France.  
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 Lastly, I have conducted more than 30 public lectures since March 2017. I addressed American 

students learning French at Dartmouth College, in Hanover, NH, on the 25th of April, and have lectured at the 

New England Historic Genealogical Society in Boston on May 22nd. I am also scheduled to speak at Andrew 

Jackson’s Hermitage near Nashville, Tennessee on June 2nd. 

 
AFL members Alan Hoffman, Deedy Jensen, and Julien Icher outside 

the Gallery of Representatives Hall at the NH State House 

 

 
Representative John Cloutier presents The Lafayette Trail 

bill to the House of Representatives on May 8, 2019 
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Speech at Lafayette Regional School - AFL Book Donation Ceremony 
by Alan R. Hoffman 

 

 Lafayette Regional School. A name to be proud of. 

 

 Marie-Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de La Fayette, a French nobleman, was the 

best friend this Country ever had. 

 

 As Lin-Manuel Miranda wrote at the beginning of his song “Guns and Ships” in the hit, hip-hop 

musical Hamilton: 

 

 How does a ragtag volunteer army in need of a shower 

 Somehow defeat a global superpower? 

 How do we emerge victorious from the quagmire? 

 Leave the battlefield waving Betsy Ross’ flag higher? 

 Yo. Turns out we have a secret weapon! 

 An immigrant you know and love who’s unafraid to step in! 

 He’s constantly confusin’, confoundin’ the British henchmen 

 Ev’ryone give it up for America’s favorite fighting Frenchman! 

 Lafayette! 

 

 As the song indicates, Lafayette played a major role in the American Revolution, which he joined at 

age 19.  He also supported American interests throughout his life.  For example, during the 1780’s he 

lobbied successfully for opening up French ports to American trade and saved the whaling industry in 

Nantucket by brokering the sale of Nantucket whale oil to light all the street lamps in Paris. The people of 

Nantucket dedicated one day’s milk from every cow on the island to produce a 500 pound cheese which they 

sent to Lafayette in France. 

 

 Lafayette returned to America in 1824 at age 67 and spent 13 months visiting every state, then 24.  

Greeted as a conquering hero throughout the land, this last surviving Major General from the American 

Revolution made an indelible impression on the millions of Americans who came to pay their respects. 

 

In January of 1830, Edward Everett wrote a long review of the book that I translated from the 

French, Lafayette en Amérique en 1824 et 1825, in the North American Review. In the review, he praised the 

book, Lafayette, and his recent tour of America.  About Lafayette’s 13-month visit, he wrote:  “an event, 

taken in all its parts, unparalleled in the history of man.”   

 

 As a result, there are 80 cities, towns and counties named for Lafayette, a certain mountain in New 

Hampshire, many schools, including Lafayette College in PA and this one, a river in Virginia, and a lake in 

Florida.  Numerous streets, squares and parks were named for Lafayette. 
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On October 19, 1824, during Lafayette’s Farewell Tour of America, the people of Franconia met to 

name their mountain after him. According to the November 1, 1824 edition of The Patriot, a Concord 

newspaper: 

 

A procession was formed at 12 o’clock, at Mr. Harris’ Hotel, and escorted by Capt. 

Aldrich’s company of Infantry, in uniform, accompanied by martial music, to the place 

selected. The exercises commenced by singing Old Hundred - then followed an appropriate 

prayer, by the Rev. Mr. Hall, and an address by Grindall Reynolds, Esq.; sketching the most 

prominent events in the life and character of the illustrious hero - to many parts of which the 

old soldiers offered their involuntary responses. At the conclusion of the address, the name 

was pronounced to be - MOUNT LA FAYETTE , which was three times reiterated in a 

general shout by the whole assembly, and cheers by the music, followed by thirteen guns 

from a cannon placed upon the side of the mountain, thereby assenting to its new name - the 

echo of which reverberating through the vale below, together with the singing at the same 

time a piece selected for the occasion, had a pleasing and grand effect. 

 

The procession then re-formed, and returned to the hotel, where they partook of a 

splendid dinner, which was rendered doubly interesting by the presence of twenty-two 

veterans of the Revolution, who were invited to attend the ceremony and dinner; several of 

whom had served under Gen. La Fayette, and who, animated by the occasion, forgot their 

cares and infirmities and remembered only the days of other years, and battles they had 

fought and won. 

 

 To appreciate Lafayette’s incredible popularity in the 19th century, look at the “Pictorial History of 

the United States,” printed in 1846.  Lafayette, not Jefferson, Adams, Madison, Jackson or even Hamilton, 

shares top billing with Washington and Franklin. 

 

 During the “Farewell Tour,” a cottage industry of consumer goods sprung up and numerous painters 

flocked to paint him. There are numerous statutes and monuments to Lafayette.   

 

 Lafayette was also a champion of human rights – a long-time anti-slavery advocate and a supporter 

of revolutions in Europe and South America in furtherance of his goal to advance the ideas and ideals of the 

American Revolution.  He also advocated for expanded suffrage and against solitary confinement and the 

death penalty. 

  

 The story of Lafayette’s role in the American Revolution can begin with the Battles of Lexington and 

Concord and the Battle of Bunker Hill. In his oration on the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Bunker Hill on 

June 17, 1825, Daniel Webster testified to the significance of this great watershed event of our Revolution.    

 

 The battle of Bunker Hill was attended with the most important effects beyond its 

immediate result as a military engagement.  It created at once a state of open, public war … . 

The appeal now lay to the sword, and the only question was, whether the spirit and the 



Newsletter  20  friendsoflafayette.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

resources of the people would hold out, till the object should be accomplished.  Nor were its 

consequences confined to our own country. 

 

 Then he turned to Lafayette, the Nation’s Guest who was on the 10th month of his 13-month Farewell 

Tour of America.  Lafayette – the guest of honor – had helped to lay the cornerstone of the monument and 

was seated in an arm-chair in front of the survivors of the Battle of Bunker Hill, other revolutionary 

veterans, a cordon of exquisitely dressed ladies, and a crowd of 15,000 in an amphitheater constructed for 

the occasion at the foot of the Hill.  Another 30,000 stood at the summit.  Webster continued:  “Information 

of these events, circulating through Europe, at length reached the ears of one who hears me.  He has not 

forgotten the emotion, which the fame of Bunker Hill, and the name of Warren, excited in his youthful 

breast.”  

 

 Confirmation of Webster’s statement about the effect of the early battles of the American Revolution 

on the youthful Lafayette is found in historian Jared Spark’s writings.  This scholar and Washington 

biographer interviewed Lafayette in France in 1828.  Lafayette told him that he was first inspired to join the 

American cause at a dinner given in honor of the Duke of Gloucester, the brother of the English King, 

George III, at camp in Metz, France.  Lafayette was 17 years old and a Captain in the French Army at that 

time.  The Duke, who sided with the Colonists against the policy of George III and his ministers, had 

recently received dispatches from the Colonies, which he shared with his table companions.  Documentary 

evidence places the Duke’s continental tour in August of 1775, two months after the battle of Bunker Hill. 

  

 Sparks quotes Lafayette as follows: “the cause seemed to me just and noble, from the representations 

of the duke himself; and before I left the table the thought came into my head, that I would go to America 

and offer my services to a people who were struggling for freedom and independence.  From that hour I 

could think of nothing but this enterprise, and I resolved to go to Paris to make further inquiries.” 

 

 The rest, as they say, is history. 

 

 Lafayette, then 19 years old, came to America in 1777 and joined the Continental Army as a Major 

General.  He served in the Battle of the Brandywine, part of the British Army’s successful campaign to take 

Philadelphia, where he was wounded.  In 1778, he served at the Battle of Monmouth Courthouse in New 

Jersey and in the Rhode Island Campaign, in which a French Naval Squadron also participated, before 

returning to France, on furlough, in early 1779.   

 

In France, he rejoined the French Army.  Because he was considered the expert on the war in 

America, Lafayette had frequent access to Vergennes and Maurepas, the foreign and prime ministers; and he 

used this access to bombard the ministers with ideas to advance the American cause.  Maurepas groused that 

Lafayette would sell all the furniture at Versailles, the Royal Palace, to help the American cause.  

Specifically, in writing and orally, Lafayette lobbied for a French Expeditionary Force to be based in 

America.   

 



Newsletter  21  friendsoflafayette.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The leading 19th century American biographer of Lafayette, Charlemagne Tower, Jr. wrote this about 

the July 18, 1779 memorandum that Lafayette sent to Vergennes in which he fleshed out his ideas for a 

French Expeditionary Force to be based in America: 

 

 This document is one of great importance in the history of our country, and it had a 

far-reaching influence upon the destinies of the United States.  It represents, beyond doubt, 

[Lafayette’s] greatest service to America.  It was the starting-point of the series of events 

which led up to the surrender of the British army under Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown.  

 Thus it was that in March 1780 Lafayette was dispatched back to America to rejoin the American 

Army and to inform Washington that the French were coming.   

 

 From aboard the frigate Hermione, he wrote Washington on Thursday, April 27, 1780:  “I have 

affairs of the utmost importance that I should communicate to you alone.”  He disembarked from the 

Hermione at Boston on April 28 at Hancock’s Wharf, now Lewis Wharf.  He spent several days in Boston 

before travelling to Morristown, NJ by land where he imparted the news to Washington on May 10 – the 

French Expeditionary Force under General Rochambeau would be dispatched to America’s shores. 

 

Rochambeau arrived with his 5,000-man Army and squadron of ships in July of 1780 at Newport, 

Rhode Island.  In early 1781, Washington dispatched Lafayette to Virginia with 1,200 Continental soldiers 

where Lafayette engaged the British under Lord Cornwallis in the spring and summer, ultimately entrapping 

the 7,000-man British Army at Yorktown.  These operations became known as Lafayette’s “Virginia 

Campaign.”  In the summer of 1781, what is now a National Historic Trail, the Washington Rochambeau 

Revolutionary Route, saw Rochambeau’s and Washington’s Armies join Lafayette’s troops and the French 

West Indian Fleet under Admiral de Grasse, which blockaded the York River and landed 3,000 additional 

French troops, for the siege of Yorktown which culminated in Cornwallis’ surrender.  The Franco-American 

victory at Yorktown ended major combat and led directly to the Treaty of Paris in 1783, which confirmed 

the independence of the United States of America. 

  

 So you see that your school’s namesake, General Lafayette, was the point man for the Franco-

American military campaign that created this great country of ours. 
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Speech at Lafayette Regional School 
by Dorothea Jensen 

 

 As Alan has told you, Lafayette's Farewell Tour of America in 1824-5 was an event unique in our 

history. Today I will talk a bit about how I came to write a novel for young readers about this world-famous 

man, hailed as the Nation's Guest everywhere he went. 

 

 First, I'd like to explain how I learned about Lafayette's Farewell Tour. Believe it or not, it all started 

with the Apache chief, Geronimo, after he had been captured and jailed. Geronimo, if you don't know, was a 

warrior who led his people in attacks against American settlements in the late 1800s. 

 

 In 1997, I went on a tour that involved long rides on a bus. We passed the time by telling stories. I 

told one about how my eighth-grade teacher had met Geronimo as a child, and he had shaken her hand 

through the jail bars. She made a point of shaking hands with all of her students, including me.  I boasted 

that meant I had shaken hands with someone who shook hands with Geronimo.  

 

 Then a voice came from the front of the bus. "Well, I have been kissed by someone who was kissed 

by someone who was kissed by Lafayette!"  Of course, the first thing I did was run up to the elderly woman 

who had said this and ask her to kiss me on the cheek, which she did. Then I peppered her with questions. It 

turned out that as a little girl, her great-grandmother had presented Lafayette with a posy on behalf of her 

town and he had kissed her on the cheek. Or, in old-fashioned terms, he gave her a "buss." 

 

 Now I knew a little about Lafayette because I had already written a historical novel about the 

Revolutionary War, called The Riddle of Penncroft Farm, but I did NOT know that he returned fifty years 

later, toured all 24 of our states, and was mobbed like a rock star. I started reading everything I could find on 

Lafayette, what he did for us in the Revolution, and his Farewell Tour.  

 

 Of course, by far the most exciting thing I learned was that on June 27, 1825, General Lafayette came 

right by my house in Hopkinton, NH! At that point, I decided to write a story with Lafayette and his 

Farewell Tour as the background. 

 

 Now, in order to write historical fiction, an author needs both history and fiction. She needs to find 

out what really happened - in this case Lafayette's Farewell Tour - and she needs to make up a story that fits 

into the history. I needed to figure out what this part could be. 

 

 It wasn't until I started looking into my own family tree - my ancestors who lived here in New 

England two hundred years ago - that I found the story I wanted to write. 

 

 I discovered that at about the time my story is set, I had a great great something grandfather, Peter 

Kendall, who married a girl named Mary Bancroft. They had a child, then a few years later, Mary died. Peter 

then married Mary's younger sister, Rebecca. When I read that, it struck me that it might have been 
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confusing for the child when her aunt suddenly became her mother. Then I thought how much worse it 

would be if that child were an older girl, a teenaged girl, who had been very close to her mother.  

 

 That's where my main character, Clara Hargraves, came from.  She is a very clever, unhappy, 

redheaded teenaged girl living in Hopkinton, NH. She has an older brother, Joss, who gives her a hard time, 

and an older cousin, Hetty, a mean girl who teases her about her red hair. Another person who makes fun of 

her hair is an older boy called Dickon.  (She also has a secret plan to change the color of her hair.) 

 

 We meet Clara on her fourteenth birthday. It also happens to be exactly one year after her father had 

married the older sister of her mother, who had died of tuberculosis only a week before that. To make 

matters worse, her stepmother keeps trying to make Clara behave like a lady. This means she can't do many 

things she loves to do, such as swimming in the pond or riding astride. She wants Clara to stop swimming, 

and to start riding aside: riding sidesaddle.  

 

 This part of A BUSS FROM LAFAYETTE shows Clara's problems. She is at the dinner table with 

her older brother, Joss, her father, and her stepmother, Priscilla. 

 

Joss snickered. “Perhaps he is sniffing for another reason entirely, little sister. Perhaps it is 

time you started taking a bath more often.”  

 

“I do not need to take a bath every single Saturday night when I can jump in the pond to wash 

off any time I like, at least in the summertime.”  

 

Prissy glanced at Father again. “Yes, I have been meaning to speak to you about that, Clara. 

Now that you are a young lady, you must not swim in the pond any longer. It is not seemly.” 

 

 I looked at my stepmother in disbelief. “It is seemly enough, ma’am. I wear my chemise, and 

Joss’s old breeches, if anyone is around, so I am well-covered.”  

 

“That’s another thing. Now that you are fourteen, you are too old to wear Joss’s clothes 

anymore,” she said. 

 

“Not even to ride astride?” 

 

“Especially not to ride astride. You are not to do so any more.” 

 

“Wear the breeches or ride astride?” 

 

“Both.”  

 

“But . . .” 
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Father spoke up. “No ‘buts,’ my girl, you heard your mama. She knows how young ladies must 

behave. If she says you must ride sidesaddle from now on, that is what you must do.” 

 

“Sidesaddle? But that is so silly!” I protested. “I cannot hold on properly with only one knee 

around the horse. It is like riding half a horse!” 

 

Father leaned over and patted my hand. “Nevertheless, daughter, you must use [your mother's] 

sidesaddle whenever you ride." 

 

Something about the way Father said this made my temper flare. “If you insist, Father. But . . . 

but she is not my mother, she is only my aunt! My real mother’s old maid sister!” I jumped from 

my chair and ran from the room, leaving shocked silence behind me. 

 

 Having set up this difficult family situation, then I had to figure out how Clara would learn all about 

Lafayette, without it being too much like a text book, and how she might have met Lafayette when he came 

through Hopkinton. I also had to figure out how this meeting - and maybe a kiss on the cheek, a BUSS on 

her cheek from Lafayette - could change her life in significant ways.  

 

 Clara learns about Lafayette because the people around her keep talking excitedly about him. For 

example, in this scene, a neighbor, Major Weeks, is telling Clara's family about Lafayette's arrival in 

Concord the day before. (Major Weeks was a real person from Hopkinton who was an aide-de-camp for 

Washington during the Revolution.) 

 

. . .Concord [was] filled to the brim with nearly forty thousand people, more than ten times the town’s 

normal population. Two cannons on the hill back of the State House kept firing away, and the church 

bell of Old North Church rang and rang and rang. Ladies and little girls showed up with their arms 

absolutely full of roses to bestow on the Nation’s Guest. . . Then, when the procession with the man 

himself arrived, there was such a frenzy as I have never heard or seen in my entire life. Lafayette rode 

in a barouche drawn by six white horses. . .Then came a musical band, with fifes and drums and 

clarinets. Marching behind them were twenty companies of New Hampshire militia. Twenty! It was 

quite a sight, I tell you." 

 

Father asked, “Were you able to speak to General Lafayette?”  

 

“Yes, of course. In fact, later I had the honor of sitting right next to him at the huge banquet on the State 

House grounds. Over six hundred people sat down to dine.”  

 

And all for this one man, I thought. Then it struck me that this one man was a kind of living link with our 

nation’s history. 

 

 As for her meeting with Lafayette, well, many people wrote about their own personal experiences of 

meeting him that I could use. From one story, I learned that Lafayette often stopped to greet random people 
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he met along his way. One of these was a young girl he saw in the front yard of her home. He ordered the 

carriage to be stopped, chatted with her, and listened to her recite a poem. She also gave him a posy of 

flowers she had picked herself. 

 

 I also learned that the huge number of blossoms given to Lafayette, or thrown into his coach, turned 

out to be a bit of a problem. The carriages in which he rode tended to fill up with them, and he would have to 

find places where they could be thrown away secretly without hurting the feelings of those who had given 

them to him. 

 

 I took these two bits of information and put them to use in the climactic scene of A Buss from 

Lafayette. Clara is cooling down in a brook in the woods near the main road, crying. And then this happens. 

  

After a few minutes, despite my own noisy sobs and the burbling of the brook, I heard something 

new: the creaking and clopping noise of a carriage and a team of horses coming towards 

Brown’s Brook. A large carriage, by the sound of it, and a large team. I sat up in the water to 

peer through the woods toward the road. A six-horse stagecoach soon pulled partway into the 

woods and came to a stop. Perhaps the horses need a drink of water, I thought, puzzled. But 

instead of someone unhitching the team so the horses could drink from the brook, someone 

inside started throwing things out the coach windows. Brightly colored things. Red and yellow 

and white and pink and . . . Why, they are roses! Hundreds of roses! I thought. Those men are 

throwing roses into the woods. What on earth is going on? Just then, I saw a gentleman climb 

down from the carriage and walk towards me. He was a tall man, broad-shouldered, with short 

brown hair and large, expressive eyes. As he walked towards me, he leaned upon a cane. 

Despite his beak of a nose, his was a most pleasing face. It was a face that was strangely 

familiar—and a tiny bit chubby. It was the Nation’s Guest himself!"  

 

 So now you know how Clara learns about Lafayette and how she meets him. If you want to find out 

if she does receive a Buss from Lafayette, however, and just how her encounter with him changes her life, 

you'll just have to read her story. A BUSS FROM LAFAYETTE! 
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From the Littleton Courier, December 12, 2018: “On Wednesday, Dec. 5, two members of American 

Friends of Lafayette spoke at an assembly at Lafayette School, Franconia. Alan Hoffman, responsible for the 

translation of Lafayette in America, and Dorothea Jensen, author of A Buss from Lafayette, among other 

young adult novels, gave a wonderful presentation and answered questions on the school’s namesake. They 

also donated 19 books on Lafayette to the school library, thanked by principal Gordie Johnk.” 
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Lafayette Sighted in Fayetteville, North Carolina 

by Hank Parfitt, President, Lafayette Society 

 

 In the early afternoon of a Sunday, March 3, the Lafayette Society of Fayetteville, NC held its 

Annual Luncheon Social at SkyView on Hay in historic Downtown. The emphasis was on a relaxing, fun 

time for the membership. This may have been facilitated –at least in part –by the availability of the 

“Highsmith Mimosas,” named for their inspiration, Lafayette Society and new AFL member Ann 

Highsmith. The 80 guests in attendance also sampled delicious “small plates” prepared by Aramark, the 

catering service through Methodist University. 

 

 After a very brief business meeting, including the introduction of eight new members, guests were 

delighted when Lafayette made a surprise appearance. In his first public performance, community-theater 

actor Stanley Seay acquitted himself admirably as he spoke in the voice of Lafayette and reminisced about 

his visit to Fayetteville in 1825. He spoke movingly of our town, the first city named for Lafayette, in 1783. 

The Amazing Thiriot Family then entertained with a medley of music by French composers, including some 

pieces that Lafayette probably heard in France. Jacob, their eleven-year-old, wrote an arrangement of 

Gymnopedie by Satie for their instruments that, like the other pieces, held the audience spell-bound. The 

Thiriots also did a reprise of the Turtles’ 1960’s hit “Happy Together.” Many of the AFL members will 

remember their performance of that song from the annual meeting in Fayetteville in 2014. James, whose 

voice has changed since then, adapted the musical score himself. Everyone agreed that he nailed it! 

-- 

AFL Member is Awarded Legion of Honor Medal 
 

 
On November 13, 2018, in Saint-Nazaire, France, AFL member Rudolph Raymond Cini Cusumano  

received the French Legion of Honor Medal.  Mr. Cusumano has done significant research on Lafayette  

and the Battle of Barren Hill.  He is a champion of Franco-American relations and the author of The Mock 

Court Martial of British General Sir William Howe. 
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Diane Windham Shaw:  An Appreciation 

 

 
 

 

On December 18, 2018, Lafayette College celebrated the career of Diane Shaw, retiring 

Director of Special Collections & Archives, at a packed reception in Skillman Library. The 

following are remarks given at the reception by Olga Anna Duhl, Oliver Edwin Williams 

Professor of Languages. 
 

 On behalf of my colleagues and friends, thank you for having invited me to speak on this memorable 

day in the life of the College. I feel honored, privileged, and most humbled by this special opportunity. 

When preparing my remarks, I asked myself an obvious question: what makes Skillman Library’s Special 

Collections and Archives special? The answer was obvious: some 15,000 volumes including the magnificent 

incunabulum known as the Nuremberg Chronicle of 1493, 350 letters signed by Lafayette, a wealth of 

prints, books, and memorabilia commemorating the Marquis’s extensive travels, his military and diplomatic 

activities, including, of course his famous sword, artists’ books, the Christy Girl, modern literature, the 

Asian collection, the recently revealed LGBTQ oral history interviews, alumni artifacts and papers, in sum, a 

diverse body of non-circulating documents confined to an invisible space, carefully preserved and protected 
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by invisible hands. In this sense, the Library’s Special Collections and Archives are nothing but an anti-

library, a hiding place for rare materials, as the famous semiotician, historian, and philosopher Umberto Eco 

would put it. And yet, this mysterious place named Special Collections has been a living horn of plenty for 

many of us thanks to the shining presence of the person whom we are celebrating today: Diane Shaw.  

  

 Diane: Your profound interest in and contagious enthusiasm for books, dedicated teaching, cutting 

edge research, innovative outreach initiatives, to name only a few of the areas of your outstanding 

contributions have left an enduring mark on history of the College. 

 

 Diane Windham Shaw has been the Director of Special Collections since 1985 and College Archivist 

from 1987 to 2017. She holds a Master of Librarianship degree, as well as a B.A. from Emory University, 

where she also spent the first years of her career as an archivist. Since 1985, and particularly after the 

rededication of Skillman Library in 2005, she has been in the forefront of the College’s efforts to promote 

Special Collections as a microcosm of its distinctive liberal arts and engineering programs.  

  

 During my 26 years at the College, I have had the privilege to work closely with Diane on several 

projects, whether teaching-, scholarship- or service-related, be that on French culture and literature, medieval 

and Renaissance civilization, history of the book, comparative literature, the Lafayette Birthday celebration 

held every year since 2007, or a major exhibition project devoted to his pioneer activities in the antislavery 

movement. None of my teaching techniques have generated as much excitement among students as the field 

trips that we have taken regularly to Skillman Library’s Special Collections. Diane’s extensive knowledge of 

its holdings, unique literary insight, her incomparable ability to stimulate the imagination through the 

inspiring stories that she enjoys telling about every object carefully held in her white gloved hands, her 

mellifluous voice will remain imprinted in our memory forever. The legendary story of Pope Joan, a 

scholarly woman who disguised herself as a man, who is said to had been elected Pope ruling from 855 to 

857, only to be discovered when she gave birth to a son during a procession, and whose portrait had been 

defaced in several copies of the Nuremberg Chronicle, including Special Collections’ own; Lafayette’s 

majestic mourning of the “irreparable loss” of his beloved wife, Adrienne, captured in a letter to the 

prominent French intellectual, Madame de Staël; Honoré Daumier’s famous caricature of Lafayette, The 

Nightmare, showing him weighted down by an enormous pear representing King Louis Philippe; the 

unknown connection between the Corsican General Pasquale Paoli and Lafayette revealed in a letter that she 

recently discovered; are only a few examples of the unforgettable stories that Diane has enthusiastically 

shared with us throughout the years.  

  

 One of Diane’s most notable contributions has been her curatorial and scholarly work involving the 

Lafayette College’s extensive collections on the Marquis de Lafayette. For example, she collaborated with 

Mount Vernon on an exhibition commemorating the friendship between Lafayette and George Washington. 

The exhibition, which included many items drawn from Lafayette College’s Special Collections, was on 

view at Mount Vernon, Lafayette College, and the New-York Historical Society between 2006 and 2008. 

Many of us are also familiar with Diane’s lead essay on this filial friendship included in the published 

catalog, A Son and His Adoptive Father: The Marquis de Lafayette and George Washington (Mount Vernon, 

2006). 
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 Diane has been profoundly inspired by Lafayette and his involvement in human rights, including his 

antislavery activities. In 2001, she mounted an exhibition, “Lafayette and Slavery” at Skillman Library. In 

2009, she made presentations on Lafayette and his anti-slavery activities at Boston’s Lafayette Day 

commemoration and at Trenton’s celebration of its 225th anniversary as the Nation’s capital. In 2013, she 

served as editor for a collection of essays published by the American Friends of Lafayette, which included 

her article on Lafayette’s antislavery role. Her recent essay, entitled: “‘Two Youths (Slaves) of Great 

Promise’: The Education of David and Washington McDonogh at Lafayette College, 1838-1844,” included 

in the volume Slavery and the University: Histories and Legacies, edited by Leslie Harris and James 

Campbell (University of Georgia Press, 2019), tells the remarkable story of two enslaved youths who were 

sent to Lafayette College to be educated, soon after the College opened. This is the first edited collection of 

scholarly essays devoted solely to the histories and legacies of this subject on North American campuses and 

in their Atlantic contexts. As we have recently learned, Diane has documented the exceptional story of 

Lafayette’s first African American graduate and America’s first black eye doctor trained at Columbia in 

1847, who was awarded a posthumous medical degree by this institution only in 2018. In a recent talk on 

“The Lafayette-Liberia Connections, 1836-1869,” presented in conjunction with the campus visit of former 

Liberian president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Diane gave valuable insight into Lafayette’s role in educating black 

students in the 1830s and 1840s. 

  

 Beginning in 2014, Diane and I embarked on a fascinating journey devoted to Lafayette and his 

contributions to the antislavery movement of the late 18th and early 19th century. This remarkable 

collaboration culminated with a public exhibition that we co-curated in 2016-2017 at the Grolier Club, New 

York City, a vibrant center for bibliophiles from around the world. We also co-edited a catalog in 

conjunction with the exhibition, which includes essays by prominent American and French Lafayette 

scholars. Throughout our weekly meetings that brought us together for more than a year, the long and 

meticulous process of selection and organization of nearly one hundred exhibition items, the abundant 

correspondence with the essayists, the numerous trips to New York City, the writing of seventy-five-word 

labels, posters, gallery guides, and other promotion material, the symposium, gallery talks, and lectures that 

we presented to professional groups and the general public, Diane stood as an eminent example of boundless 

generosity, grace, understanding, and incomparable patience.  

 

 Through her work on Lafayette, whose name has become the epitome of the Franco-American 

friendship, Diane has also contributed to the vibrant cultural exchange between France and the United States. 

“Lafayette We Are Here” is the web version of an exhibition that she spearheaded, which was on display at 

Skillman Library, between August and December 2007, in honor of the anniversary of the 250th birthday of 

the Marquis de Lafayette. In 2015, Diane was actively involved in the events surrounding the transatlantic 

voyage of the Hermione, the contemporary replica of Lafayette’s warship that brought the news to Gorge 

Washington about France’s offering supporting troops. Thanks to Diane, the Lafayette collection has been 

playing an increasingly prominent role in contemporary scholarship as well, as illustrated most recently by 

Philippe Schneider in his dissertation defended at the Parisian École des Chartes, which examines 

Lafayette’s popularity in the Unites States and France from 1824 to 1834. 

 

http://news.lafayette.edu/2018/10/30/i-had-the-confidence-i-could-do-it/
http://news.lafayette.edu/2018/10/30/i-had-the-confidence-i-could-do-it/
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Numerous awards bring testimony to Diane’s outstanding career. At Lafayette, she has received the 

Administrator of the Year award, as well as the Marquis Distinguished Teaching Award. In 2012, Diane was 

named Chevalier in the Order of Arts and Letters by the French Ministry of Culture and Communication for 

her work with the College’s Marquis de Lafayette collections.  

  

 Not only is Diane a friend of Lafayette and his American friends, of rare books, of libraries and their 

friends. Through her continuing commitment to the preservation, (re)creation, and dissemination of 

knowledge and admirable effort to create a community of learners on campus and beyond, Diane has been “a 

true friend of the cause”, to quote British abolitionist Thomas Clarkson’s declaration made about Lafayette 

in 1842.  

 

 Dear Diane, may today’s celebration be the beginning of an exciting new journey in the company of 

your beloved Bart and William. We wish you a bright and happy retirement, and look forward to seeing you 

on campus for many years to come.  

 

 
Olga Anna Duhl and Diane Windham Shaw 
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Meeting of Three Commanders 
by Chuck Schwam 

It took 238 years for French commander Admiral François Joseph Paul de Grasse to get his due 

recognition. His actions during the Revolutionary War are now noted on a Virginia state highway marker. 

On Sept. 5, 1781, de Grasse gained control of the Chesapeake Bay after defeating a British fleet. Two 

weeks later, de Grasse conferred with the Comte de Rochambeau, commander of the French Expeditionary 

army, and Gen. George Washington.  The three devised a plan that led to the decisive defeat of the British at 

the Battle of Yorktown. 

The Meeting of Three Commanders marker was unveiled during a public ceremony March 6 at 

Lynnhaven Colony Park, with several speakers emphasizing the French fleet’s critical support.  Many AFL 

members attended the ceremony, including French Lieutenant-Colonel Alain Abad who participated in the 

ceremony. 

The Meeting of Three Commanders marker reads: 

Admiral de Grasse, commander of a large French fleet, gained control of the Chesapeake Bay 

after defeating a British fleet off the Virginia Capes on 5 Sept. 1781. Gen. George 

Washington, commander-in-chief of the combined American and French armies, and the 

Comte de Rochambeau, commander of the French expeditionary army, met with de Grasse 

aboard his flagship near here on 18 Sept. The officers planned to entrap the British army at 

Yorktown. As Washington and Rochambeau left, sailors atop the masts of the French ships 

saluted them with running musket fire known as a feu de joie while the flagship fired its 

cannons. The siege of Yorktown began on 28 Sept. The British surrendered on 19 Oct. 

 
French Air Force Gen. André Lanata, who commands NATO Allied Command Transformation, 

shakes hands with Virginia Beach Mayor Bobby Dyer after unveiling the Marker. 



Newsletter  33  friendsoflafayette.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Picpus Ceremony 

Wednesday, June 26th at 11:30am 

by Chuck Schwam 

 

 
 

This year's annual Picpus Ceremony will take place on Wednesday, June 26th at 11:30am.  If you happen to 

be in Paris, this is a wonderful event that should not be missed. 

 

This year’s AFL representative is the Looper Family.  John & Ruthann Looper, along with their 

children, will lay the honorary AFL wreath.  AFL’s participation was once again skillfully coordinated by 

Benoit Guizard.   

 

If you are interested in attending, please RSVP by emailing americanfriendsoflafayette@gmail.com 
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Julien Icher and Friends Push NH Lafayette Trail Legislation 
by Dorothea Jensen, 

author of A Buss from Lafayette, a historical novel for readers aged 10 + 

 

 On February 12, 2019, the New Hampshire Senate Transportation Committee met to consider a bill 

authorizing signs along New Hampshire roads to mark the route taken by Lafayette when he visited the state 

on his Farewell Tour. Nearly all of the New Hampshire members of the American Friends of Lafayette were 

on hand to support this endeavor. (Julien Icher is an honorary New Hampshireman, of course.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFL Members Alan Hoffman, Dorothea Jensen, Julien Icher, and Sarah Gillens. 

(NH AFL Member David Jensen took the picture, so could not be in it.) 

 

 

 This Committee met to decide whether or not to approve Senate Bill 217, sponsored by Senator Ruth 

Ward, for consideration by the full New Hampshire Senate. Testimony in 

support of this bill was given by Julien Icher, Founder and Executive 

Director of The Lafayette Trail project; Sophia Morrow, President of the 

John Stark Society, National Society of the Children of the American 

Revolution; and Alan Hoffman, President of The American Friends of 

Lafayette. 

 

           

    NH Senator Ruth Ward      

         with Julien Icher 
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 Julien, whose unflagging efforts to research and spread 

the word about Lafayette's Farewell Tour spurred the 

consideration of this bill, started out the session. He gave 

some background about the Lafayette Trail project and what 

has so far been accomplished. He also spoke of how this 

project could promote tourism, education, and the friendship 

between France and New Hampshire. 

 

 

          

 

 

 

Julien Icher testifying at the NH 

    Senate Committee Meeting 

 

Next came young Sophia Morrow, whose testimony concluded 

with these stirring words:  "This Act designating the historic route he 

traveled through New Hampshire honors the lasting legacy of the 

Marquis de Lafayette’s critical contributions to American 

Independence, commemorates his historic visit to the Granite State, 

and celebrates the lasting friendship between New Hampshire and 

France." 

 

 Finally, Alan Hoffman spoke about Lafayette's visits to New 

Hampshire. He noted that Lafayette's reception in Concord in June, 

1825, was the occasion during which New Hampshire was referred to 

as "The Granite State" for the very first time.  

      

 After the testimony, the committee voted to approve                  

the bill, which was later passed by the full New Hampshire Senate.           

               

 

 Sophia Morrow   

 

On March 20, the bill was submitted to the New Hampshire House of Representatives Public Works 

and Highways Committee. On April 17, the same cast of characters was assembled, and the House 

Committee voted to recommend the bill’s passage to the full House. The status of this bill can be checked 

through this link  

(type in SB 217):  http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/quick_search.html 

 

                  

http://gencourt.state.nh.us/bill_status/quick_search.html
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Lafayette in Virginia, October 17 to November 23, 1824 
by Barbara Ayers McJoynt 

 

 October 17, 1824 was a beautiful day when Lafayette departed Alexandria on the steamer Petersburg 

with his son George Washington Lafayette, his chronicler August Levasseur, and his valet Bastien, and many 

others like John C. Calhoun, Chief Justice John Marshall, and George Washington Parke Custis. Levasseur 

reported that after a voyage of two hours, a gun salute came from Fort Washington. The accompanying military 

band played a plaintive strain as Mount Vernon came into view and the sight made us kneel. Lafayette was 

last here in 1784 as a guest of George Washington. It was here in 1796 that George Washington Lafayette 

learned of the release of his parents from Olmütz prison. Judge Bushrod Washington, owner of Mount Vernon, 

was on business leave for the Supreme Court, but other family members were present. Lafayette accompanied 

by Parke Custis visited the tomb. Levasseur reported that: "Simple and modest as he was during life, the tomb 

of the citizen-hero is scarcely perceived amid the sombre cypresses by which it is surrounded. The vault had 

an opened wooden door without inscription....Lafayette descended alone into the vault, in a few minutes after 

re-appeared, his eyes overflowing with tears. He took his son and me into the tomb. We knelt near his coffin, 

saluted it with our lips, rising we threw ourselves into the arms of Lafayette and mingled our tears with his." 

 

 

 
 

 Back with those assembled, Parke Custis made a speech. He called Lafayette, "Last of the Generals of 

the Army of Independence." A golden ring with a lock of Martha’s (white) and George Washington’s 

(chestnut) hair strung on a Cincinnati ribbon was presented to the honored guest. They saw the many rooms 

of the mansion; in the hallway hung the key to the Bastille and a sketch of this fortress in Paris that Lafayette 
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sent to Washington. The household items were shabby, in contrast to their last visit, but his "old" bedroom 

was still referred to as the "Lafayette room." They viewed the room where George Washington had died with 

solemnity. The dinner bell rang and the guests assembled for good Southern food, and the peach brandy 

extended an evening of good food with talk and laughter. 

 

 Departing Mount Vernon, the Petersburg met the Potomac from Alexandria and the Richmond from 

Norfolk traveling south to Yorktown for the celebration of "Yorktown Day" on October 19th. It was the 43rd 

anniversary of the surrender of Cornwallis. The Virginia Committee of Arrangements with Army and Navy 

personnel and ladies boarded the Virginia, and the United States met Lafayette at the mouth of the York River 

where our "Guest" transferred from the Petersburg to the Virginia. The Marine Band played "Yankee Doodle," 

drinks were served and the fifteen-gun cannon were heard over the water. Other ships joined, crowds were 

waving, music was playing, flags were flying. The arrival of the "Guest of the Nation" brought total solemnity. 

Then an uproar like no other came from the crowd as Virginia's Governor Pleasants and John Marshall spoke. 

Beautiful horse-drawn carriages decorated for the occasion took the visitors to the once finest home of General 

Thomas Nelson. Scars from the Yorktown Battle were everywhere. Cannon balls were still stuck in the 

masonry of homes. The little village of Yorktown was much as it had been after the battle. Redoubts 9 and 10 

were the same. Tents were placed everywhere. Lafayette spent the night at the Nelson House which had sixty 

Guards of Honor surrounding it. Most guests slept on straw at any shelter available. 

 

 The next day cannon awoke everyone. Washington's tent was placed exactly as it had been during the 

battle. Many Virginians in this area called Lafayette "the Markis" so that name was heard frequently. The 

ceremony continued at Redoubt 10 on "Point of Rock." 

 

 Approximately 10,000 spectators occupied Surrender Field. In the evening a great dinner party was 

held in and near the Nelson House. As darkness descended, crowds gathered at surrender field for a great 

display of fireworks. Candles left by Cornwallis and discovered on that day were lighted over the field. 

Lafayette was given some of these candles to take home to La Grange. On his death ten years later, Bastien 

surrounded Lafayette's bier with these remaining candles. 

 

 Thomas Jefferson had written Lafayette, "We are impatient that the ceremonies at York should be over 

and give you to the embrace of friendship," but there were many celebrations before he would get to 

Monticello. The next morning breakfast was served in Washington's tent. Then the entourage traveled by boat 

twelve miles to Williamsburg. It was late evening so all retired for the night. In the morning, Lafayette walked 

to the College of William and Mary where he was awarded another degree (Doctor of Law). Evening brought 

another banquet at Raleigh Tavern. The building was in a ruinous state, but old friends brought back wonderful 

memories. On the second morning, the crowds journeyed to Jamestown. There awaiting Lafayette with a 64-

gun salute was the Petersburg which took his party down the James River to Norfolk. 

 

 Norfolk contained many emigres from San Domingo. To the delight of "Our Guest" he had occasions 

to speak French. A large banquet was held that evening. Across the river was "a blaze of joy" shining from 

Portsmouth. At a reception the next day, he was saluted by name with those of Washington and Simon Bolivar 
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(a very popular man at this time). He visited Portsmouth and Fortress Monroe, then back to Norfolk before 

departing for Richmond on October 25th. 

 

 Due to heavy rain, a parade and banquet were postponed until the next day. Lafayette's headquarters 

was the Eagle Hotel on Main Street. It was an excellent place for grand reunions of Revolutionary veterans, 

statesmen, dignitaries, and beautiful ladies. The reception and dinner lasted six hours. Fifty-two toasts were 

drunk. The "Guest" fell ill maybe due to drinking a 1757 Malmsey that was served to commemorate the year 

of Lafayette's birth. At the postponed parade, Chief Justice Marshall gave the address entitled "Temple of 

Independence." Lafayette was shown where his statue would be placed in the Capitol. Parties continued, but 

strict orders were issued, "no intoxicated or colored persons admitted." This edict was broken when he 

recognized James Lafayette. James was a colored man who served as a spy during the Yorktown campaign. 

Lafayette had helped him win freedom; James then took "Lafayette" as his surname. Banquets, parades, horse 

racing continued, with children from Harmony Hall Academy honoring the "Guest" with beautifully crafted 

words and songs. Before his departure, "a lovely as a dream ball" was held at the Eagle Hotel for eighteen 

hundred (1800) admirers. 

 

 The next day, October 29th, Lafayette traveled to Petersburg. Though the rain continued, it proved to 

be a day of nostalgia. In 1777 he had lost his carriage and had to resort to horseback on his journey to 

Philadelphia. On May 10, 1781, he shelled the British from a hilltop. It was here the English General Phillips 

died. Our "Guest" requested that the local newspaper be sent back to his family in France. He had desired to 

send one from Richmond, but cancelled after seeing an advertisement for the sale of fifty blacks. He stated, "I 

did not wish my friends and family to see this thing." He returned to Richmond for a large dinner party before 

departing for Monticello. 

 

 Thomas Jefferson had written about the many little towns and settlements Lafayette would visit. He 

met troops at Goochland Court House where he spent the night on November 2nd. Jefferson had sent his own 

landau with four horses and a few hundred locals to accompany him. Our "Guest" had never been to 

Monticello. He enjoyed the lovely country scenery, the winding ascent up "a savage mountain," and well-

wishers. On November 4th, Jefferson, eighty-one years old, ran to greet Lafayette. As they embraced, these 

greetings were exchanged: "God bless you, General" and "Bless you, my dear Jefferson." It had been thirty-

five years since they had last seen each other in France. Many guests who saw the two over the twelve days 

that Lafayette was at Monticello wrote of their physical characteristics. For sure, they truly enjoyed each 

other's company. Lafayette wrote, "At last we are in a place where we can rest." 

 

 Lafayette had found his home at Monticello. Jefferson shared his ideas on style of his home, his vast 

collection of historical artifacts, gadgets, gardens, and art. The "Guest" was interested in Jefferson’s Indian 

museum, his love of natural landscapes, and his method of farming. It was a perfect land of leisure, much like 

La Grange, except for the slave labor. Both men agreed that slavery was an evil enterprise, but Jefferson 

explained that he was too old to change and future generations would take care of it. 

 

 On the next morning, Jefferson drove James Madison and Lafayette to Charlottesville to visit the 

University of Virginia. At the Rotunda appeared a thousand young women waving white handkerchiefs. A 
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banquet for four hundred took place on the upper floor. Toasts were given; the cheers reverberated. On the 

way back to Monticello, the conversation continued about future plans of this great university. 

 

 Jefferson, Lafayette, and his entourage settled into a quiet twelve days. The activities brought back 

memories of La Grange. They answered letters, read, discussed literature, and principles of governments. 

When the twelve days were ended, the bugles were blown at the sad departure. Jefferson waved and waved as 

the "Guest" left with James Madison for Montpelier on November 15th. In the little hamlet of Gordonsville, 

the travelers had a meal. At dusk, Madison's home came into view. Lafayette spent four days with Dolly and 

James. Dolly was a perfect hostess. The first meal was served on a special set of china (which can be seen 

today) that Dolly had bought for the occasion. Lafayette enjoyed the bucolic view, gardens, and fresh flowers 

for the home. 

 

 After four days at Montpelier, on November 19th, the "Guest" with his entourage left for the Capitol 

City. James Madison accompanied them to Fredericksburg. The roads were filled with well-wishers. One 

incident brought back memories: a great crowd was gathered at a crossroads. It was here that Lafayette led a 

forced march down a little road through a forested area from Ripidan to Michunk Creek where Cornwallis had 

planned to seize a powder magazine. Lafayette put his troops between the powder and the enemy. Today, it is 

still called "The Marquis Road." Lafayette disembarked and took a short walk down the road, remembering 

this experience that took place on June 15, 1781. They continued and stopped at the "Wilderness" tavern where 

they were joined by a battalion named Lafayette Cadets and riflemen from Falmouth. They all traveled together 

to Fredericksburg which they reached on November 21st. 

 

 Lafayette knew this lovely town. He had visited Mary Ball Washington, General Washington’s mother, 

in her humble home and garden. There was a grand dinner that night called the Lafayette Ball. The "Guest" 

spent the next day with the Masons, attended church, and visited Kenmore. The following day a parade passed 

Mercer's Apothecary Shop, James Monroe's law office, and Rising Sun Tavern (all can be visited today). 

Throngs lined the streets to wish him a great farewell. In Stafford County, he boarded his boat. The entire 

population of Fredericksburg waved and waved on the banks of the Potomac as he sailed away. 

 

 On November 23, 1824, Lafayette was happily back at Gadsby's Hotel in Washington City. He began 

preparing for his trip across the vast ocean for France and La Grange. However, there were invitations from 

the western and southern states for him to come, and an election for a new president had taken place, leaving 

the outcome in doubt. There were then twenty-four (24) states. Could the “Nation’s Guest” resist visiting each 

of them? 
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Massachusetts Lafayette Day Ceremonies on May 17, 2019 

at the Boston Athenaeum and the Union Club 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Presentation of the Colors by the Ancient 

and Honorable Artillery Company of 

Massachusetts 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Opening remarks by Alan R. Hoffman 
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In his remarks, Consul General Arnaud Mentré 

reminded the audience of the long-standing 

friendship between France and the United States. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Julien Icher, our Union Club luncheon                 Consul General Mentré lays a wreath                                                                                                                

speaker, carries the Tricolor during                                   at the Lafayette Monument. 

         the procession to the Boston Common. 
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The AFL at Mount Vernon’s Birthnight Ball 
by Chuck Schwam 

The American Friends of Lafayette had a significant presence at this year’s Birthnight Ball at Mount 

Vernon.  2019 marked the 72nd annual Birthnight Ball and the AFL had eighteen members in attendance.  

This fundraiser honored the 287th birthday of our founding father, George Washington. This year also 

celebrated Franco-American friendship and the special relationship between Washington and Lafayette; it 

was natural for the AFL to be involved. 

This fundraising event featured a seated dinner, live music, dancing, and a special cake-cutting 

ceremony with General Washington and General Lafayette.  AFL’s own Chuck Schwam was the keynote 

speaker, addressing the gathered about the friendship between Washington and Lafayette. 

The AFL also donated Lafayette-related books and memorabilia for the evening’s silent auction.  The 

highlight of the live auction was when a dinner with Julien Icher fetched $2,500!  It was a very successful 

evening as money was raised for Mount Vernon, and the attendees clearly now appreciate the importance of 

Lafayette’s and France’s involvement in our Revolutionary War. 

 

Chuck Schwam addresses the crowd at Mount Vernon's Birthnight Ball. 
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AFL members pose with General Lafayette (Ben Goldman) and General Washington (Dean Malissa). 
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AFL members Joni Gutierrez, Bonnie Fritz,                                AFL members spreading good cheer 

and Kim Finegan enjoy the cocktail hour. 

 

 
AFL Officers Rob Raffety and Chuck Schwam share a light moment at Mount Vernon's Birthnight Ball. 
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Lafayette Society Continues Partnership with Fayetteville State University 
by Hank Parfitt, President, Lafayette Society 

 

 Fayetteville State University is a member of the University of North Carolina system and an HBCU 

(Historically black college or university). FSU has its roots in Reconstruction immediately following the 

Civil War. The Howard School, named after General O.O. Howard of the Freedmen’s Bureau, was founded 

in Fayetteville in 1867 to educate African Americans. In 1877, it became only the second college in North 

Carolina to be publicly-funded and was renamed the State Colored Normal School. Thirty years later, 

trustees acquired land for a new campus on the north side of Fayetteville and the name was changed again to 

Fayetteville State.   

 

 In February of 2018, as reported in the May issue of this journal, the Lafayette Society of 

Fayetteville, North Carolina partnered with the Black History Club at Fayetteville State to bring Diane Shaw 

on campus to present a lecture on Lafayette and slavery. Later that semester, Lafayette Society leaders met 

with the Black History Club and their faculty advisor Rob Taber, Professor of History. Dr. Taber specializes 

in the study of the Atlantic slave trade and colonial life in the French sugar islands of the Caribbean. That 

group discussed how best to support the club, including a lending library reserved for club members. This 

was approved unanimously at the next Society board meeting. Individual board members immediately 

pledged that they too would donate $250. By the end of the meeting, Dr. Taber had a total of $1500 with 

which to purchase books. 

 

 Dr. Taber selected 75 books for students to choose from for special course assignments, ranging from 

books on the American Revolution and the Age of Revolution in general, to emancipation and civil rights up 

to the modern era. The lending library represents a significant savings for the students, many of whom come 

from low-income families and may be the first in their family to attend college.  Examples of some titles are: 

Death or Liberty: African Americans and Revolutionary America (Douglas R. Edgerton), Lafayette in Two 

Worlds (Lloyd Kramer), Free at Last: A Documentary History or Slavery, Freedom, and the Civil War 

(Berlin and Fields), The Souls of Black Folk (WEB Dubois), and Right to Ride: Streetcar Boycotts and 

African American Citizenship in the Era of Plessy vs. Ferguson (Blair L.M. Kelly).  

 

 On December 14, the lending library was dedicated in a ceremony at the Charles Chesnutt Library on 

campus. The Fayetteville Observer covered the dedication with a front-page article “History Partnership a 

Win-Win” (see photo). Reporter Myron Pitts noted that it “brings together a history club less than two years 

old comprising mostly young African American students, with a society founded…in 1981 and made up of 

mostly older and mostly white Fayetteville locals.”   

 

 The Lafayette Society is enthusiastic about our partnership as a way to honor Lafayette by promoting 

a passion for history and a more complete understanding of freedom in America.  Thanks to Diane Shaw and 

Lafayette College, a light has been shined on Lafayette’s support not only of abolition but also equal rights 

for all mankind. Our partnership with FSU was created in the same spirit. We think that Lafayette would 

have been proud. 
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The Lafayette Society and individual board members donated a total of $1500 for the purchase of 

books on the Age of Revolution, Emancipation, and Civil Rights for a reserve collection at the Charles W. 

Chesnutt Library at Fayetteville State University for members of the Black History Club. Members of the 

club, FSU faculty, and Lafayette Society members are shown at the dedication on December 14.  
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Lecture on the Haitian Revolution Presented in Fayetteville, NC 
 

by Hank Parfitt, President, Lafayette Society of Fayetteville, NC 

 

 

 

“In 1775, slavery was legal everywhere in America. By 1890, it was legal nowhere. Key to this 

dramatic change was the Haitian Revolution of 1789-1804, the most successful rebellion of enslaved 

people in the history of the world.” 

        -Dr. Rob Taber 

 

 The Lafayette Society of Fayetteville, North Carolina and the FSU Black History Scholars 

Association (formerly the Black History Club) co-hosted a presentation on the Haitian Revolution on 

February 6, 2019 by Dr. Rob Taber, an Assistant Professor of history at FSU and Lafayette Society board 

member.  Dr. Taber introduced his audience to the major events, themes, and personalities of the revolution 

in order to highlight the struggles and joys of liberation and reconstruction, and the ways the Haitian 

Revolution influenced the coming of the US Civil War.  

 

 The Haitian Revolution’s effects on the slavery issue and racism in the United States lasted for over a 

century, yet most casual students of history know very little about it.  The success of the rebels in Haiti had 

many consequences – transformation of the Haitian economy, shocked reaction from Europe and the United 

States, diplomatic isolation, tighter restrictions on enslaved peoples on the American continent, and a 

diaspora of refugees, including many to Charleston and New Orleans. Even though the Haitian Revolution 

was influenced by the American Revolution and started less than 10 years after the Treaty of Paris, many 

American newspapers gave it little coverage for fear of encouraging slave rebellions here.  

 

 The lecture was well-attended by over 100 people who came out to the FSU campus in the middle of 

the work week on a Wednesday night to hear a lecture on history!  The diversity of the audience mirrored 

exactly the diversity in our community and their many questions during the Q & A showed just how engaged 

they were. It also revealed an eagerness among many Fayetteville citizens to learn more about our history 

and how the past can help us to understand better the events happening today. 

 

 Dr. Robert Taber is Assistant Professor of History at Fayetteville State University, where he has 

taught courses on US, African American, Latin American, and French history since 2016. A specialist in 

family life in colonial and revolutionary Haiti, Dr. Taber completed his PhD in Latin American History at 

the University of Florida in 2015. He has since published articles and essays on Haiti and co-edited the book 

Free Communities of Color and the Revolutionary Caribbean: Overturning or Turning Back? with Charlton 

Yingling. From August 2003 to February 2004, he lived in Haiti full-time, doing volunteer work. 
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Rochambeau Statue in Yorktown 
by Chuck Schwam 

 
As most of you know, in 2017, members of The American Friends of Lafayette, along with the other 

donors, funded and raised a statue of Lafayette in Yorktown, VA.  Joining the statues of General 

Washington and French Admiral de Grasse, Lafayette stands forever where he rightfully belongs, but…. 

Marshal Jean-Baptiste Donatien de Vimeur, comte de Rochambeau was a French nobleman and 

general who played a major role in helping the Thirteen Colonies win independence during the American 

Revolution.  Without Rochambeau, his troops and expertise, the victory at Yorktown may never have 

happened.   

In 2020 we would like to add Rochambeau as a final piece to this statuary hall of fame.  Of the four 

heroes that could be potentially standing on the Yorktown’s waterfront forever, three of them were born in 

France.  Students and tourists who visit Yorktown will see firsthand who was instrumental in delivering 

victory to the United States.  The absence of Rochambeau needs to be rectified. 

 

Fundraising is going well, and our goal is to unveil the statue on October 18th, 2020 

 

Please consider donating to this project.   

Checks should be made out to: The Rochambeau Statue Fund 

Checks should be mailed to: Chuck Schwam 

                      302 Hart Road 

                      Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
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February 6, 1778: A Significant Milestone to Independence 
 

by Richard Ingram, Lafayette Alliance 

 

 

 

 February 6 deserves at the very least a respectful nod. The United States would not have become the 

United States had that day’s event 241 years ago not happened. 

 

 France and the American colonies were bitter enemies. France owned all the lands bordering the 

colonies, from Canada to the Mississippi River basin. The feud between France and England was deep. The 

likelihood France and the colonies would partner was near nil. 

 

 Almost overnight everything changed. 

 

 France lost the French and Indian War in 1763, a humiliating defeat which required her to forfeit 

Canada and the Louisiana territory east of the Mississippi to England. 

 

 Comte de Vergennes, diplomat of the age, became French Foreign Minister in July, 1774, and 

immediately discussed with Spain the possibility of recognizing American independence and opening ports 

to American shipping. Vergennes wanted to restore the balance of power in Europe, reclaim honor lost in the 

French and Indian War, and capture commerce with two million Americans. 

 

 Vergennes, authorized by King Louis XVI, funneled one million livres to America through a firm 

established for this purpose, Roderigue Hortalez and Company; two months later Spain, prompted by 

Vergennes, contributed another million. Vergennes opened French ports to American shipping, and defied 

Britain’s demand to stop and search French ships for contraband, both openly hostile acts. 

 

 In June, 1776, Richard Henry Lee made the motion, “That these United Colonies are, and of right 

ought to be free and independent states.” The Declaration of Independence followed on July 4, 1776. 

 

 On August 16, 1776, Vergennes proposed to Spain that the two side with America against England. 

Spain was not ready. 

 

 On December 28, 1776, Vergennes promised American commissioners two million livres for the 

cause, the first installment of which was paid January 17, 1777. 

 

 Twice more in early 1777, Vergennes invited Spain to join France and fight on the side of the 

Americans. 

 

 By the close of 1777, France had supplied America with 2 ¼ million pounds of gunpowder. Victory 

at Saratoga, October 17, 1777, was a direct consequence. 
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 On December 3, 1777, Vergennes notified Madrid that France intended to ally with America, with or 

without Spain. 

 On December 6, Louis XVI authorized negotiation for a treaty of alliance with America; the next day 

Vergennes invited the American commissioners to make a formal proposal of alliance. 

 

 On December 11, Vergennes made his final appeal to Spain. The reply on December 31, 1777:  no.  

Spain would supply money. 

 

 Vergennes did not hesitate.  He instructed his minister Conrad Gerard to treat with America, 

beginning January 9, 1778. 

 

 On February 6, 1778, Benjamin Franklin, Silas Deane, Arthur Lee, and Gerard signed not one but 

three treaties. 

 

 The first was a Treaty of Amity and Commerce. 

 

 The second was a Treaty of Alliance. 

 

 The third was a secret treaty allowing Spain the option to join the Alliance. 

 

 The Alliance has no equal in diplomatic annals. An ancient regime steeped in tradition gave an 

upstart equal footing, and even when America defaulted on principal and interest at the start, France did not 

press. 

 

 February 6, 1778, says historian Samuel Flagg Bemis, “brought independence.”  
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The Most Popular Man in America 

by Richard L. Ingram, Lafayette Alliance 

 

     He was the most popular man in America. More than this, he was also the most revered. The month of 

March marks the anniversary of his Farewell Tour across Georgia. General Lafayette was not only 

welcomed; he was celebrated, and wildly. 

 

     Today, popularity comes on the cheap. It is unearned. Social media permits notoriety and visibility, and 

this is all it takes to be famous; but fame does not choose examples to which you would have your children 

aspire. Kim Kardashian is not the ideal model for loyalty, integrity, and courage. 

 

     The largest crowd, ever, showed up to greet him when he arrived at New York City; more even than 

greeted the Beatles on their historic tour in the 1960s. Over 50,000 people lined the harbor and clogged 

streets and lanes just to get a glimpse. 

 

     Mothers, his regard so esteemed in their eyes, asked Lafayette to bless their children. It was as though he 

could in this way install a bolus of the character his life represented. 

 

     Feeble old men endured the wait of receiving lines just to shake his hand and express a word of thanks. 

This treasured moment, his chronicler Levasseur observed, seemed to revitalize, to make the burdens of 

sacrifice worth it for these elders. 

 

     Lafayette held a special place in the hearts of people of color. They would remind him “with tenderness” 

of his efforts “to remove them from the ranks of those whom frightful prejudices still oppress in some 

regions.” Today’s “reconciliation committees” he would have found curious. All men, he would have 

argued, deserve respect and dignity; what is there to discuss? Levasseur, reflecting Lafayette’s thinking, 

considered slavery “truly appalling” and wrote that, it “must necessarily lead Georgia into an embarrassing 

situation one day, if its government does not take measures to diminish it.” Lafayette greeted African-

Americans with a natural, unaffected openness. When, at Yorktown, he called James Armistead his friend; 

there was in it no hint of superiority, no taint of what Carson McCullers called “insolence.” He never, ever 

lost hope that America would remedy its people paradox. The grandeur of America, in his mind, was the 

promise of its creed; but he saw in America, also, the power to face its demons. His confidence in its courage 

to cure its malignancies was sincere. 

 

     “Where is Kayewla? I want to see Kayewla.” This from the enthusiastic Indian who had jumped into the 

midst of Lafayette’s visiting party on the Erie Canal. “Kayewla” was the name Indians gave Lafayette in 

recognition of his courage; “Kayewla” translates to “Great White Warrior.” The Indian introduced himself to 

the General, told him of the high regard in which all Indians held him, and exited with the same drama with 

which he had arrived. In his dealings with Indians there was no guile. They trusted him, something they 

could not say of other whites with whom they dealt. 

 



Newsletter  53  friendsoflafayette.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Georgia leg of Lafayette’s visit began March 19, 1825, at Savannah. “Triumphal arches,” a “fervent 

crowd,” and Governor Troup greeted him, but the jubilee was not limited to large cities. Warrenton, Sparta, 

Milledgeville, and Macon received the Nation’s Guest with all of New York City’s enthusiasm. This year, 

Sparta held a celebration to recreate Lafayette’s entrance to their city. 

 

 

 

 
Owens-Thomas House, Lafayette's Headquarters in Savannah 

 

 

     On March 31, Lafayette crossed the Chattahoochee River at what is “Engineer’s Point,” now at Lawson 

Field, Fort Benning, and into Alabama, at Fort Mitchell, where Creek Indians put on a spectacular display of 

ritual games in his honor. 
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Chattahoochee River where Lafayette crossed into Alabama 

      

Lafayette is about adventure. His story is dense with horseback riding, fencing, and sailing, more 

than enough kinetic energy to launch a theme park. But beyond commerce, Lafayette is about conscience. 

He is about doing the right thing. His story inspires and is in common cause across the ages with the likes of 

Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass. The enemy, often as not, is not ignorance, but absence of the 

undistracted moment to think things through. 

 

    Lafayette matters because he is relevant, and he is relevant because we all need flesh and blood 

reminders that integrity, loyalty, and courage count. We need heroes who have earned their stripes. 
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The Lafayette Fund – an Endowment for the Study of the Age of  

Revolution, Emancipation, and Civil Rights 
 

by Hank Parfitt, President, Lafayette Society of Fayetteville, NC 

 

 

 

 

 The Lafayette Society was founded in 1981 to honor Lafayette by promoting education about his 

important role in the American Revolution and his support for our fledgling democracy after his return to 

France. More recently, the Society has taken on a civic role by promoting within the community his ideals of 

patriotism and generosity and his leadership skills.  

 

 Encouraging a passion for the study of history, however, remains a vital goal. The study of history 

involves an understanding of the inter-relatedness of events and the ability to evaluate the accuracy of 

information.  These skills are also essential in order to understand and cope with current events. They are 

central to becoming a responsible citizen and a leader. 

 

 Black history has become a subspecialty within historical literature, scholarship, and research. Black 

history is, of course, woven into the fabric of all American history. But it is also useful when studied as a 

separate field and rightfully has its own department in many universities. It can provide an entry point into 

historical scholarship for students of color who otherwise may not feel any connection to history as written 

in standard texts.  

 

 For these reasons, the Lafayette Society has started an endowment at Fayetteville State University.  

Fayetteville State is a member of the University of North Carolina system and an HBCU (Historically black 

college or university) and has its roots in Reconstruction immediately following the Civil War.  Proceeds 

from the endowment are intended to encourage the scholarly study of history, including the histories of 

Lafayette, the Age of Revolution, and the Black experience in the Americas from the 1790s through the 

Civil Rights Movement and beyond. Funds will support educational programming to include honoraria, 

facility fees, printed materials, promotion, and whatever else is required to produce a successful educational 

event.  Priority for programming will be given to on-campus and off-campus outreach activities sponsored 

jointly by the Lafayette Society and the Black History Scholars Association (BHSA). The second priority for 

the funds is the purchase of books and other educational materials and the support of educational field trips. 

A third priority is to fund a grant for internships or research projects by FSU students who maintain a GPA 

of not less than 3.0. In all cases, the focus will be on the histories of revolution, emancipation, and the Black 

experience in the Americas.  

 

The Lafayette Fund – an Endowment for the Study of the Age of Revolution, Emancipation, and 

Civil Rights – will be funded over the next 5 years. The Lafayette Society has pledged $2000 per year as an 
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organization while helping raise the remaining amount by individual donations. There is already $5000 in 

the fund and the goal is to reach $10,000 by the end of 2019.  

Donations to the Lafayette Fund may be made through FSU’s development office:  FSU Office of 

Institutional Advancement, 1200 Murchison Road, Fayetteville NC  28301.  
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Spain’s Persistent Opposition to the Independence of the United States 
by Jean-Pierre Cap 

 

 During the past half-century, a growing number of historians have been claiming that Spain played 

an important, even a crucial role in securing the independence of the United States. In recent years this belief 

has become the thesis, defended in a number of works, some passionately. Thomas E. Chávez’s Spain and 

the Independence of the United States: an Intrinsic Gift (Albuquerque, N.M.: Univ. of New Mexico Press, 

2002) is an example of such works. It is so biased that it strays from historical studies. Scholarly works, such 

as Larrie D. Ferreiro’s Brothers at Arms: American Independence and the Men of France and Spain Who 

Saved It (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2016) convey a similar message in a less evident fashion. France and 

Spain are presented together as almost equals in supporting the American cause. They are “joined at the 

hip.” Spain’s activities, allegedly in support of the American cause, are inflated, her shortcomings 

minimized or omitted, while her persistent opposition to American independence is not mentioned. 

Operations strictly in Spain’s interest, such as Bernardo de Gálvez’s capture of British posts along the 

Mississippi or on the coast of the Gulf of Mexico, such as Mobile and Pensacola, the siege of Gibraltar, and 

the capture of Minorca had a very minor effect on the war. In fact, they were not intended or undertaken for 

the purpose of helping the American cause. 

 

 Spain did not merely neglect to become an ally of the United States, which Americans very much 

wanted: Spain categorically and persistently refused to recognize the independence of the United 

States, opposed it and never joined the Franco-American Alliance. 

 

 Spain became an ally of France in order to recover possessions lost to Britain. In the winter of 1779, 

when reviewing the Convention of Aranjuez drafted by the French, Floridablanca, Spain’s principal 

minister, emphatically rejected the articles stipulating that upon joining the war, Spain would recognize the 

independence of the United States and join the Franco-American Alliance. Throughout the war, the French 

foreign minister, Vergennes, and Count Montmorin, France’s ambassador in Madrid, repeatedly tried to 

persuade the Court of Spain to at least recognize the independence of the United States. But they failed even 

though they were persistent on this point, not only because they found it embarrassing that even their ally of 

long standing would not recognize the independence of the United States, but they were concerned that this 

would undermine France’s alliance with the United States—as it did. 

 

 According to Jean-François de Bourgoing, France’s military attaché in Spain and Montmorin’s 

assistant, there was more to the Spaniards’ concern that a successful rebellion by the American Colonies 

might be an inspiration and a precedent for their own colonies. Both the King of Spain, Charles III, and 

Floridablanca, his principal minister, were contemptuous of the Americans. Most importantly, until the end 

of the war, they believed England would succeed in suppressing the rebellion. These last two points are 

seldom taken into account or even mentioned. France was the only country to support the American cause to 

the end not only because Louis XVI and his foreign minister Vergennes believed in it, but so did the people 

of France, especially the Parisians. 
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 Those who insist that somehow Spain was at least an unofficial and helpful ally of the United States 

underscore the fact that Spain helped the Insurgents. Indeed, at Vergennes’ invitation, in the summer of 

1776, like France, Spain readily contributed one million livres for the purpose of purchasing military 

supplies for the Insurgents. Marqués de Grimaldi who was still Spain’s principal minister, believed that it 

was in the interest of both Spain and France to help the Insurgents “to keep the war going” until the 

exhaustion of both belligerents [the Americans and the British]. Floridablanca, who succeeded Grimaldi in 

1777, shared this view and also opposed independence for the United States. In 1778, when Floridablanca 

learned that France had decided to send a powerful squadron to directly and more significantly help the 

Americans, he expressed his disapproval, and Vice-Admiral d’Estaing was not allowed to put into Cádiz as 

he sailed from Toulon to the Atlantic. However, the King of Spain would later claim that the mere presence 

of the Spanish fleet in Cádiz had prevented the British from attempting to intercept d’Estaing in the Atlantic. 

Such faith in the Spanish fleet and the effect of diversion was risible, as is the claim by some historians that 

Spain’s control of the Gulf of Mexico—whatever that meant in reality—made it possible for the French 

expeditionary force to reach Newport in 1780 and for the French fleet to control the Chesapeake in 1781, 

thus making possible the victory at Yorktown. There is no evidence whatsoever that the non-combative 

Spanish navy caused the British navy to modify its plans or postpone any of its operations. 

 

 Spain did not provide significant financial aid to the United States, whether requested by Vergennes 

or John Jay, the American envoy to Spain. Once, at Ambassador Montmorin’s suggestion, together with the 

French the Spanish sent a substantial quantity of uniforms and military supplies captured from the British by 

a combined Spanish and French fleet. Otherwise aid sent by Spain appears to have been greatly exaggerated. 

It was clearly Spain’s policy to minimize aid to the Americans. Floridablanca repeatedly advocated that aid 

to the Americans be minimal—only enough “to keep the war going.” In 1780 he learned that the French 

were planning to send an expeditionary force to General Washington. He immediately attempted to persuade 

Vergennes to send the expeditionary force to the South instead, where it would be helpful to Spanish 

operations in Florida. Had Floridablanca succeeded in persuading Vergennes to change France’s strategy, 

there would have been no victory at Yorktown. 

 

 During his frustrating two-year stay in Madrid, Jay came to realize that Spain neither had the means 

nor the inclination to significantly help the United States. Worst of all, Spain persisted in refusing to 

recognize American independence and even to discuss the generous terms Jay was authorized to offer. Jay 

finally informed Franklin and Congress of Spain’s opposition to the American cause. By the end of the war, 

most Americans had lost the illusions they had about Spain. 

 

 In the fall of 1779, Versailles informed Montmorin in Madrid that Louis XVI and Naval Minister 

Sartine’s goal to increase the number of French ships of the line to 80 for the campaign of 1780 would be 

met. Thus, the numeric disadvantage vis-à-vis the British navy could be overcome as it would be, and the 

help of the Spanish navy would not be necessary. 

 

 Some have written that Spain had simply no interest in American independence. That is a misleading 

understatement. In fact, Spain was strongly opposed to American independence and remained so even after 

Britain had consented to recognize American independence. By the end of 1779, Vergennes’ belief that the 
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Spanish alliance was necessary to win the war was unwarranted. Admiral d’Orvilliers had all but defeated 

British Admiral Keppel at Ushant and Admiral Howe fled d’Estaing twice, rather than fight. In the West 

Indies, d’Estaing had indeed failed to recover St. Lucia, but he did capture Grenada and defeated Admiral 

Byron two days later, while, because of Spain’s ineffective support, France had to abandon the costly 

invasion of Britain. It had become evident also that neither the French nor the British navies of 1780 were 

what they had been in 1763. 

 

 Spain was essentially interested in recovering lost possessions. But Charles III was also eager to 

mediate the conflict between Britain and her colonies because he wanted to substitute “something less” than 

full independence for the United States. During the fourteen-month long negotiations between March 1778 

and June 1779, the King of Spain proposed several options that would have had such a result. First, he 

proposed that Britain withdraw her forces from the colonies and allow the colonies to govern themselves 

during a truce of 25 to 30 years, at the end of which the two parties would determine a definitive status for 

the colonies. Even Britain found this solution unacceptable. Then the Americans and the French found 

autonomy for the colonies within the British Empire unacceptable. Finally, partition of the colonies was 

envisaged: Britain was to keep the southern states and New York, while the other colonies would remain 

independent. When this problematic formula was also rejected rather abruptly by Britain, Charles III offered 

to remain neutral if only Britain ceded Gibraltar to Spain. This would have deprived France of support of the 

Spanish navy, which Vergennes had so doggedly sought, but which by then had become unnecessary.  

 

 Why did the British not accept such a proposal? Having serviced the Spanish navy, the British knew 

it very well as a non-fighting navy, and were contemptuous of it. Vergennes also knew that Spain’s armed 

forces were weak, but he nonetheless believed that they might be useful to France in the event the war were 

to last several more years. He therefore accepted all of Spain’s conditions. France would help Spain recover 

its lost possessions, with the expectation that this would at least weaken Britain. But Spain would not 

participate in efforts to secure the independence of the United States. Yet, throughout the conflict, the French 

tried in vain to change Spain’s position on this last informal stipulation. 

 

 Spain first insisted that France carry out an invasion of England. Spain was willing to contribute as 

many as thirty ships of the line, but no land troops. France had to contribute at least as many ships and 

40,000 land troops. In 1779, the French agreed to meet the Spanish fleet off the Sisargas where the Spanish 

arrived over six weeks late. Thus the most favorable time to carry out naval operations in the Channel was 

wasted. During the “unconscionable” tardiness of the Spanish, a violent epidemic ravaged the French fleet. 

By the time the two fleets were joined, several thousand French sailors had become ill. Consequently the 

operation had to be cancelled. Significantly, the tardiness of the Spanish navy was not caused by bad 

weather, nor could it be attributed to Spanish inefficiency. According to Bourgoing, the Spanish were 

reluctant to go and fight the dreaded British navy. This is documented in the Grand Mémoire and was 

confirmed by ensuing events. 

 

 In December 1779, Spain was alerted that the British would soon resupply Gibraltar. The Spanish 

immediately asked the French to intercept the British convoy in the Atlantic. However, a large part of the 

French fleet had been disarmed while thousands of sailors and civilians were recovering from the epidemici 
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that had caused the cancellation of the invasion of England. Furthermore, the French were about to send 

sixteen of their ships to the West Indies where they were needed to protect allied possessions. They only had 

four combat-ready ships in Brest. They added them to the twenty Spanish ships of the line under Admiral 

Gastón’s command, which had been left in Brest in anticipation of another invasion of England. These 

twenty-four ships were immediately sent after the British convoy escorted by Admiral George Rodney, but 

were unable to catch up with the British in part because of the sluggishness of the Spanish ships. 

 

 In the meantime, on January 8, 1780, Rodney fell into a Spanish convoy of sixteen richly laden 

vessels escorted by seven warships sailing from Caracas. They were all captured by the British. This 

considerable loss was so well concealed from the Spanish public that to this day it is seldom mentioned by 

historians. 

 

 On January 16, 1780, Rodney encountered a Spanish squadron of eleven ships of the line and several 

frigates under Admiral Lángara’s command. Although Lángara had been warned of the arrival of a large 

British force, he had not gotten out of Rodney’s way. Three Spanish ships were destroyed, four were 

captured in excellent condition and only four escaped. According to the British, only one ship had fought 

well. The Spanish people were saddened by Lángara’s defeat, but they had hoped that with the twenty-four 

ships that had just arrived from Brest the British would soon be defeated. However, they were soon 

disappointed to learn that the Spanish high command decided not to intercept the British fleet passing by 

Cádiz with the four Spanish ships it had captured. In numerous cities people protested the cowardice of their 

fleet and the laxity of their government. Floridablanca thought he might have to resign, as had Chief 

Minister Grimaldi after the lamentable defeat of the Spanish army and navy in their attack against Algiers in 

1775. 

 

 Floridablanca was saved by the Minister of the Indies, José de Galvez, who in his report, widely 

circulated throughout Spain and its empire, turned Rodney’s victory and successful resupply of Gibraltar 

into “a dearly paid partial success.”ii  But try as he might, he could not hide from the French that the Spanish 

navy was not a fighting force the French could rely on. Its ineffectiveness against Rodney could not be 

completely concealed. Admiral de Beausset, commander of the four French ships that had accompanied 

Gastón’s twenty from Brest to reinforce Admiral Córdova’s sixteen, observed that the Spanish fleet was not 

only sluggish and poorly maintained, but that the sailors and officers were poorly trained. Consequently they 

had sailing accidents—Spanish ships were bumping into one another. Beausset’s conclusion was that the 

Spanish navy was unlikely to defeat comparable enemy forces or even avoid being captured. 

 

 Beausset gave a copy of his report to Montmorin who promptly shared it with Floridablanca who 

then shared it with the King of Spain in the hope that Charles III would order reforms. But the king was 

pleased with his navy as it was. As reported by Bourgoing in the Grand Mémoire, Floridablanca was 

convinced that the Spanish navy could not operate successfully alone or, as he would say to Montmorin, “do 

anything good without the French navy.” He therefore decided that henceforth France had to provide naval 

support in all Spanish operations. As an incentive, he warned that in the event of another Spanish disaster, 

Spain would immediately seek peace with Britain on the best possible terms. This was the main reason 
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Floridablanca maintained relations with Britain and kept a British diplomat in Madrid with whom he could 

negotiate peace in the case of a catastrophe or defeat.iii 

 

 Beginning with the winter of 1780, Montmorin repeatedly advised Vergennes not to involve Spain in 

any operation. But since Louis XVI and Vergennes had promised to keep Spain informed of all French 

plans, the Spanish were virtually always informed and asked to participate in cruises designed to control the 

English Channel. 

 

 Floridablanca began to implement his new policy of unilateral cooperation with France—i.e. France 

would help Spain. In spite of criticism and opposition in Versailles and contrary to his ambassador in 

Madrid, with few exceptions Vergennes persisted in doing Floridablanca’s bidding until the end of the war 

because of Louis XVI’s promise to his uncle, Charles III. Beausset was ordered to remain in Cádiz with his 

four ships of the line, and soon a squadron under the Bailli de Suffren was sent to help the Spanish with the 

siege of Gibraltar, which had been decided after the January 1780 disaster. From this time onward, French 

naval support was provided in all other Spanish operations as well: Suffren participated in the capture of the 

great British convoy off the Azores, Monteil in the capture of Pensacola, Guichen in that of Minorca, while 

varying numbers of French ships of the line were “incorporated” into the Spanish navy at Cádiz. Spain 

reciprocated by reluctantly consenting to join the French fleet in an annual fruitless cruise in the Channel 

while categorically refusing to participate in any operation to support Americans. 

 

 When in the winter of 1780 Vergennes informed Floridablanca of France’s intention to send an 

expeditionary force to help Washington, the Spanish principal minister was furious that it was not being sent 

to the Carolinas instead so as to help Spanish forces expel the British from the Floridas. Vergennes timidly 

explained that, as d’Estaing’s experience had shown, French ships could not operate safely south of the 

Chesapeake. Furthermore, he wrote that Lafayette had already left with instructions to inform Washington. 

To mollify Floridablanca, Vergennes reassured him about France’s commitment to help Spain recover 

Jamaica. In this case, Vergennes had the great merit not to give in to Floridablanca’s request. 

 

 More than two centuries later, to prove that Spain played an indispensable part in the victory at 

Yorktown—although in absentia, the following claims are being made: 

 

 1. That Spanish authorities “released” 2000 of the 3200 French troops de Grasse brought to 

Yorktown at Rochambeau’s request. The French had promised Spain that 2000 French soldiers would assist 

Spain when called upon to do so. They were not mercenaries in Spain’s service. They remained French 

soldiers under French command. The French governor of Saint-Domingue authorized de Grasse to select the 

troops he wanted from French troops stationed in Saint-Domingue. Since Spain had forbidden its forces to 

participate in any operation in the North American campaign and since not a single Spanish soldier 

participated in it, it is most improper and even risible, to say the least, to attribute to Spain the merit of 

French soldiers who did take part in the campaign.  

 

 2. That Spanish naval forces protected French possessions in the absence of the French fleet. De 

Grasse asked Saavedra, the King of Spain’s travelling plenipotentiary in the Americas, if he could borrow 
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four Spanish ships of the line to take with him to America so that he could leave four French ships to protect 

French possessions in Saint-Domingue during his absence. As the French admiral expected, Saavedra replied 

that no Spanish forces could operate with the Americans because “there would be complications since Spain 

did not have a treaty with them.” He proposed instead that four Spanish ships be sent to Saint-Domingue 

from Havana so that the French admiral might take four more French ships with him to America. The 

admiral gratefully accepted Spain’s offer. 

 

 It turned out however that Admiral Solano in Havana did not execute Saavedra’s order, or his fleet 

refused to obey him, because the four ships promised by Saavedra did not appear in Saint-Domingue until a 

week before de Grasse’s return, and soon returned to Havana. That is the extent to which Spain protected 

French possessions in de Grasse’s absence and thereby “contributed to the victory at Yorktown.” 

 

 3. That Saavedra “drafted the plans” of the Yorktown campaign. This claim is based on an error. 

What Saavedra redrafted was the general plan of the Jamaica campaign, which was to take place the 

following spring. Since the French were expected to contribute more ships and troops than Spain, they 

demanded to be partners rather than merely auxiliaries as they had been in previous campaigns in which they 

helped Spain. This meant that the French expected an equal share of the eventual gains. The King of Spain 

disliked this arrangement and ordered Saavedra to change it at all cost. The king’s excellent diplomat had 

been given broad authority in order to accomplish this difficult assignment. The changes he suggested were 

based on Spanish planners’ notion that Jamaica could be conquered with a much smaller force than 

originally planned. It would consist mostly of Spanish ships and troops, with the French as auxiliaries to be 

called upon only if needed. In this context, de Grasse had to relinquish the appointment as Commander-in-

Chief of the expedition. He was reluctant to do so, but finally did because of the kindness with which 

Saavedra readily offered to help protect French islands during his absence and in obtaining the money 

Rochambeau had requested. Copies of the new plan of the Jamaica attack drafted by Saavedra were signed 

by him and the admiral and sent to Versailles and Madrid. 

 

 4. Spain’s financial assistance to Rochambeau. The recently appointed governor of Saint-

Domingue believed it was not in his power to advance as large a sum as that requested without proper 

authorization from the ministry. When Saavedra learned of de Grasse’s problem, he offered with assurance 

to obtain the funds in Havana. That is why de Grasse immediately assured Rochambeau that he would bring 

the sum requested. In his Journal, Saavedra exaggerated the need he perceived, perhaps to justify his bold 

action. He claimed that, without the money, de Grasse would not be able to undertake his expedition and that 

the entire campaign would be jeopardized. This was false but is apparently the reason some writers have 

claimed that “Spain financed Yorktown!” 

 

 Actually, Rochambeau still had enough money to pay his troops and Washington’s until the end of 

August. The Continentals had not been paid in months and at Point of Elk had refused to embark for 

Yorktown.  

 

 Shortly after, the money expected by Rochambeau arrived from France, the money brought by de 

Grasse was no longer needed—at least for the siege of Yorktown. Fortuitously, Robert Morris, Congress’s 
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Superintendent of Finance who complained he had nothing to administer, succeeded in obtaining for 

Congress the money recently brought by de Grasse. Thus, unwittingly, Spain made its largest and last 

contribution to the American cause. In compliance with the King of Spain’s and his principal minister’s 

intention and orders, Spain had not planned to contribute in any way to the United States at the time.  

 

 The twenty-four investors who had advanced the money to the Royal Treasury in Havana were 

punctually reimbursed, with interest, with tax money brought from Mexico. No one seems to have 

reimbursed Spain. While it is true that for the first two centuries following the War of American 

Independence historians did not pay much attention to Spain’s participation in it, the silence was to Spain’s 

advantage.  

 

 A more detailed and documented treatment of this topic is found in Jean-François de Bourgoing’s 

Grand Mémoire. It is probably the last primary document on the War of American Independence to be 

published. (Jean-François de Bourgoing: Grand Mémoire on the War of American Independence. Edited by 

Jean-Pierre Cap. Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society Press, 2019.) 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
i The epidemic spread to Brittany and neighboring provinces, causing some 175,000 deaths. 
ii José de Gálvez regularly glorified his nephew Bernardo de Gálvez’s deeds along the Mississippi and in the 

Floridas and had him promoted to Field Marshal. 

iii Floridablanca’s policy is not only documented in the Grand Mémoire, but in his correspondence with 

Vergennes and Aranda, Spain’s ambassador in Paris; and Montmorin’s correspondence with Vergennes. 
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The Provenance of the Soil Used in the Interment of Lafayette Paris, France,  

May 22, 1834 

by W. Robert Kelly, Sr., Ph.D. 
 

 

 On July 1, 2015, Jeopardy! host Alex Trebek announced that the first category in the Double Jeopardy! round 

was The Marquis de Lafayette.  Near the end of the round, challenger Alex Irving picked the $2000 clue in the 

Lafayette category which just happened to be the second daily double.  He wagered $5000 on the clue: 

 

Lafayette was buried 
in Paris with soil taken from 

the grounds of this 1775 
battle, the bloodiest of the 

Revolution 
 

Verbally stumbling, contestant Irvine haltingly stated, “Uh, what is…”  “Hurry!” coached Trebek to which Mr. Irvine 

desperately guessed, “Lexington and Concord?”  “No, sorry, wrong,” responded Trebek in his typical deadpan and 

slightly insulting manner.  And of course, we all know that the correct answer is Bunker Hill – or is it?1 There is more 

to the story which is the subject of this essay. 

 

 On February 24, 1824, President James Monroe with the full agreement and consent of the Congress invited 

the Marquis de Lafayette to the United States as an official guest of the nation.  Lafayette’s fame was well established 

during the Revolutionary War, and in 1824 he was the last surviving major general of the conflict. 

 

 Between his arrival on August 15, 1824, and his departure on September 7, 1825, Lafayette visited all 24 

states and was hosted by the major cities of Baltimore, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Richmond, and Washington 

and many smaller cities including Yorktown and my hometown, Norfolk, Virginia.  He also visited Forts Monroe and 

Calhoun (Wool) designed by his friend, French Army engineer Simon Bernard, who Lafayette had recommended to 

President Madison.  He visited former Presidents Adams, Jefferson, Madison; Presidents Monroe and John Quincy 

Adams; and future President Andrew Jackson. 

 
 Lafayette was born on September 6, 1757, and died in Paris on May 20, 1834.  He was interred on May 22nd 

next to his wife (Marie Adrienne Françoise de Noailles, Marquise de La Fayette, 1759 – 1807) in a small private 

Picpus cemetery in the heart of Paris.  The King of France decreed that Lafayette be given a military funeral, but stated 

that it must be private so as not to incite the populace. 

 

 George Washington Lafayette announced his father’s death to America in a letter of May 21, 1834 to the 

Chargé d'affaires of the United States in Paris, Thomas P. Barton, stating in part: 

 

SIR: He who had obtained from Franklin the authority of first drawing his sword in defence 

(sic) of liberty under the American standard in 1776, the adopted son of Washington, the 

                                                 
1 The clues for the complete game for July 1, 2015 can be viewed here: 

   http://j-archive.com/showgame.php?game_id=4949 

http://j-archive.com/showgame.php?game_id=4949
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commander of the American light infantry at Yorktown; he, whom in 1824 and 1825 an entire 

nation honored with a triumph without example in history, my father, general Lafayette, is no 

more! 

 
Barton was chosen by Lafayette’s son to be a pallbearer (see Niles’ Weekly Register, July 26, 1834). 

 

 The statement above that “whom … an entire nation honored with a triumph without example in history” was 

no exaggeration, and is true today almost 200 years later.  Never before or since has America honored and showed 

such an outpouring of love, gratitude, and devotion as it did for General Lafayette in every city and town he visited. 

 

 The official honors paid to Lafayette in death by the United States are contained in Order No. 46 of June 21st, 

1834 issued by President Andrew Jackson under the signature of his Navy Secretary: 

 
In conformity with the accompanying general order from the president of the United States, in 

honor to the memory of gen. LAFAYETTE, you will, on the day following the receipt of this, 

cause twenty-four guns to be fired in quick succession, at daybreak, and one gun every half 

hour thereafter, till sunset; the flags of the several stations will be, during the day, at half mast 

high. All officers of the navy and marine corps will wear crape on the left arm for six months.  

LEVI WOODBURY 
 
Woodbury (1789-1851) was a very famous personage himself (He was not only the 9th Governor of New Hampshire, 

but served in all three branches of government: Secretary of the Treasury, Senator, and an Associate Justice of the 

Supreme Court.). An identical order was received by the Army Department. 

 

 It has been rumored in the Tidewater region of Virginia, and particularly in Williamsburg, that Lafayette was 

buried beneath Virginia soil he collected during his 1824-25 visit.  Indeed, the Frenchman Villanueva (1977) 

describing Lafayette’s interment stated in his book without attribution, "A mound of dirt from Virginia was placed 

upon his grave."  There are several blogs that make the same claim without attribution (e.g., see  

https://pollyvousfrancais.blogspot.com/2007/07/lafayette-we-were-there.html). To Virginians this would seem only 

natural given Lafayette’s affection for and attachment to Virginia, the scene of his cunning maneuvering against Lord 

Cornwallis and a major source of his fame.  Lafayette’s checking of movements of Cornwallis until the arrival of 

troops under Washington and Rochambeau led to America’s greatest military triumph at Yorktown, the last major 

combat of the Revolutionary War. 

 

 The earliest known reference to the funeral earth placed on Lafayette’s coffin is from his personal physician, 

M. Jules Cloquet, M.D., who witnessed his last days and was present at the interment. Almost immediately after 

Lafayette’s death, an American merchant in Paris, Isaiah Townsend of Albany, wrote to Cloquet on May 28, 1834, 

imploring “…you, Sir, to record for him, and for his fellow citizens, the last scene of that glorious existence of which 

you have been a witness, and which possesses in their eyes a degree of interest so intense!” Townsend stated further, 

“I conclude, then, by repeating my entreaty, that you will be kind enough to employ such leisure moments as you can 

spare from your important occupations, in collecting your reminiscences, which must be still fresh,…” See Cloquet 

https://pollyvousfrancais.blogspot.com/2007/07/lafayette-we-were-there.html
https://pollyvousfrancais.blogspot.com/2007/07/lafayette-we-were-there.html
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(1834), pp. iii – vi.  Dr. Cloquet responded with a series of letters that were published in 1835. Cloquet gives the 

details of the funeral service and the burial stating, “After the usual prayers, the earth sent by your 

 

Lafayette death scene as drawn by Dr. Cloquet, attending physician who was present. 

Cloquet was a famous physician and was also a very good artist. From Cloquet (1835). 
 

countrymen from America was mingled with that of France, to encircle and protect all that was left of Lafayette . . .”  

Cloquet also states that there was no eulogy given at the grave site. Thus, it is necessary and fitting to include at the 

end of this document the impressive words of President Jackson on the behalf of himself and the nation which serves 

admirably as an appropriate eulogy. Cloquet does not state the specific provenance of the soil, but his phrase “sent by 

your countrymen from America” is a key piece to the story as discussed later. 

 

 Until recently, the first known reference to the burial soil being from Bunker Hill is from 1844 by Bertrand 

Barère.  In The True Lafayette, Morgan (1919) states the following in the last paragraph of his book describing the 

funeral of Lafayette, page 477: 

 

“From the church the procession crossed the city by the interior 

boulevards to the cemetery of Picpus, where La Fayette 

was buried by the side of Madame de La Fayette, then 

twenty-five years in her grave. According to the 

"Memoirs of Bertrand Barère," vol. iv, p. 236, La 

Fayette had caused to be shipped to France a ton of the 

soil of Bunker Hill to cover his coffin. He felt that he 

belonged to America; and now all Americans feel 

that they owe unending homage to him.” 

 
Bertrand Barère was a member of The Committee of Public Safety, a Freemason, and a journalist who managed to 

escape the guillotine during the French Revolution.  Barère states (1844) in volume 4 of Mémoires de B. Barère: 
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Il a fait venir des États-Unis de l'Amérique un 

tonneau de terre de Bunkers-Hill pour en couvrir 

son cercueil après sa mort. On sait que Bunkers-Hill 

est un lieu célèbre par une victoire des Américains 

sur les Anglais, à laquelle M. de Lafayette a coopéré. 

 

A translation in 1896 by de V. Payen-Payne gives the above as follows: 

He sent a ton of the soil of Bunker's Hill from 

America to cover his coffin after his death. It is 

well known that Bunker's Hill is a place celebrated 

for a victory of the Americans over the English, in 

which M. de La Fayette took part. 

 
Regarding the last phrase, Lafayette arrived in South Carolina June 13, 1777; the battle of Bunker Hill occurred two 

years earlier on June 17, 1775.  There may be a translation problem or Barère may have been referring to the corner-

stone ceremony. 

 

 In 1956, de la Fuye and Babeau published A Life of La Fayette and stated on page 279: 

 

Among the pilgrim's luggage a large and very heavy box had 

been carried on board the frigate. It contained American earth, 

destined for Gilbert's grave. For this soldier of two fatherlands, 

while never denying that which had given him birth, wished 

to rest at last in the bosom of the other, the land of his election, 

the land which had chosen Liberty. 

 

The “heavy box” may still be resting on the bottom of the Ohio River as we shall see.  Then on page 330 they briefly 

describe the burial scene of May 22,1834: 

 

Veterans of the Polish revolutionary struggle bore the coffin to the small Picpus cemetery 

where so many victims of the Revolution were buried. Only his nearest kin and a few friends 

were allowed to enter it. The General had refused to be buried in the Pantheon, and his 

remains rest under a large stone beside Adrienne's. The stone bears no inscription but his 

name and the words Lieutenant-Général membre de la Chambre des Députés.  It had been his 

wish to be buried in the earth which he had brought from America in 1825; it was done, but 

not without provoking some malevolent comments at a later date. 

 

 Unfortunately, Cloquet, de la Fuye, and Babeau do not state the exact provenance of the burial earth.  But 

these authors make it clear that Lafayette brought earth from America to be used at his interment. 
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 It turns out that the use of the Bunker Hill earth was not Lafayette’s original plan.  As Lafayette traveled to 

each state, he collected earth that he intended to use for his burial in France.  A shipwreck on the Ohio River (night of 

May 8, 1825) near the end of his stay resulted in the loss of this earth and could have resulted in a serious loss of life 

including that of Lafayette and his son, George Washington Lafayette. 

 

 With regard to the last phrase, “…provoking some malevolent comments at a later date,” the authors may have 

been referring to a statement of Baron Thiébault. Speare (1919) notes that Thiébault “in referring to Lafayette’s death 

it is interesting to note that this lifelong adherent of Napoleon appeared to have little sympathy with Lafayette's careful 

preparation to be buried in American earth, since he concludes his account of the matter with the words: ‘What a 

bizarre idea this was for a man to remain in France and yet choose to be interred in the soil of America!’ "2 

 

 In a recent publication on Lafayette, Professor John P. Kaminski (2007) of the University of Wisconsin gives 

some details of the funeral of Lafayette.  He mentions the American burial earth unfortunately without attribution.  In 

the last two paragraphs of this small book Professor Kaminski states the following on pages 115-116: 

 

AN AMERICAN BURIAL   

 

Nine years after his return to France Lafayette died in Paris.  He had been ill for about a month after 

being exposed to a drenching rain and a frigid gale that unexpectedly caught Him in an open carriage 

while riding through the Boi de Bologen.  Coming in and out of consciousness, at 4:00 a.m. on May 

20, 1834, he clutched and kissed a locket that contained a picture of his wife.  The case was inscribed 

with Adrienne’s dying words, “Je suis tout à vous.” [“I am all yours.”] He then closed his eyes and 

died. 

 

Both France and the United States went into national mourning.  Worried that a public funeral could 

lead to unrest in the streets that might escalate into an uprising against the monarchy, King Louis-

Phillipp ordered a military funeral for Lafayette with no public allowed.  He was buried in Picpus 

Cemetery next to his wife in soil he had brought back from Bunker Hill in 1825.  This was the 

perfect resting place for Lafayette – in France, but in American soil.  Originally, Lafayette had 

planned his burial in soil brought back from each of the twenty-four states he had visited in 1824-

1825.  Unfortunately, toward the end of his American tour, the steamship Mechanic carrying 

Lafayette, his entourage, and the soil that Lafayette had collected, sunk in the Ohio River.  The next 

best thing, Lafayette thought, was soil from Bunker Hill. 

 

 The next best thing, indeed!  Bunker Hill held a special significance for Lafayette.  During his travel in 

America, Lafayette monitored his itinerary very carefully to ensure that he would be in Boston on June 17, 1825, for 

the “half-century” celebration of the Battle of Bunker Hill.  On June 16th there was a reception of General Lafayette by 

                                                 
2 From Thiébault (1895), page 362, “Sa sépulture est à Picpus, dans un petit cimetière où reposent les restes du duc de Lewis, de la 

famille Genoud et des La Fayette, petit champ d'aristocratie muette où le citoyen des deux mondes ne doit pas être déplacé. C'est 

dans ce lieu qu'il a fait placer douze tonneaux de terre prise sur je ne sais quel champ de bataille de l'Amérique et qu'il a rapportée 

lui-même. Bizarre idée que d'être en France dans delà terre d'Amérique!” 
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the legislature of Massachusetts in which he was introduced by the Governor.  In response to the Governor’s kind and 

thoughtful remarks, Lafayette responded in part by saying: 

 

 “In the long and happy series of visits through the several parts of the Union, 

to which you have been pleased to allude. Bunker Hill has ever been my polar 

star…” 

 

 
Dr. Joseph Warren death scene, Battle of Bunker Hill, June 17, 1775, Charlestown, by John Trumbull (1756-

1843). Painting after 1815–before 1831, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. Lafayette greatly admired Warren. 

An engraving of this painting hung on the wall of his residence in Paris. 

 

 

 
 On June 17th Lafayette heard Daniel Webster, then Massachusetts's 1st district federal representative, deliver 

one his most famous speeches at the dedication. Webster did not speak 
about him, but spoke directly to him. His immortal words are worth repeating. Speaking directly to Lafayette he 

intoned: 

 

Sir, we are assembled to commemorate the establishment of great public principles of liberty, 

and to do honor to the distinguished dead. The occasion is too severe for eulogy of the living. 
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But, Sir, your interesting relation to this country, the peculiar circumstances which surround 

you and surround us, call on me to express the happiness which we derive from your presence 

and aid in this solemn commemoration. 

 

Fortunate, fortunate man! with what measure of devotion will you not thank God for the 

circumstances of your extraordinary life! You are connected with both hemispheres and with 

two generations. Heaven saw fit to ordain, that the electric spark of liberty should be 

conducted, through you, from the New World to the Old; and we, who are now here to 

perform this duty of patriotism, have all of us long ago received it in charge from our fathers 

to cherish your name and your virtues. You will account it an instance of your good fortune, 

Sir, that you crossed the seas to visit us at a time which enables you to be present at this 

solemnity. You now behold the field, the renown of which reached you in the heart of France, 

and caused a thrill in your ardent bosom. You see the lines of the  

 

 
Portrait of Daniel Webster by Francis Alexander in 1835, age 53 years. Webster is 

considered one of the greatest senators and one of the most outstanding orators ever.  

Alexander also painted a portrait of Charles Dickens.  He outsmarted a number of 

artists who were waiting for Dickens’ arrival to America by going by boat to meet 
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him. From this incident Henry Wadsworth Longfellow coined the 

verb Alexandered (i.e., wangled, as in “Someone alexandered his way into a highly 

coveted invitation or position.”)  

 
little redoubt thrown up by the incredible diligence of Prescott; defended, to the last 

extremity, by his lion-hearted valor; and within which the corner-stone of our monument has 

now taken its position. You see where Warren fell, and where Parker, Gardner, McCleary, 

Moore, and other early patriots, fell with him. Those who survived that day, and whose lives 

have been prolonged to the present hour, are now around you. Some of them you have known 

in the trying scenes of the war. Behold! they now stretch forth their feeble arms to embrace 

you. Behold! they raise their trembling voices to invoke the blessing of God on you and yours 

for ever. 

 

Sir, you have assisted us in laying the foundation of this structure. You have heard us 

rehearse, with our feeble commendation, the names of departed patriots. Monuments and 

eulogy belong to the dead. We give them this day to Warren and his associates. On other 

occasions they have been given to your more immediate companions in arms, to Washington, 

to Greene, to Gates, to Sullivan, and to Lincoln. We have become reluctant to grant these, our 

highest and last honors, further. We would gladly hold them yet back from the little remnant 

of that immortal band. Serus in coelum redeas (Late may you return to Heaven).  Illustrious 

as are your merits, yet far, O very far distant be the day, when any inscription shall bear your 

name, or any tongue pronounce its eulogy! 

 
 The shipwreck of the steamship Mechanic on the Ohio River with Lafayette and his entourage on board is well 

documented.  Lloyd (1856) gives a succinct and exciting account of the shipwreck and near drowning of Lafayette in 

his Lloyd’s Steamboat Directory, and Disasters on the Western Waters which is given below in its entirety: 

 

LOSS OF THE STEAMBOAT MECHANIC. 

(WITH GENERAL LAFAYETTE ON BOARD.) 

 

p. 271 

The steamboat Mechanic had been chartered at Nashville for the conveyance of General 

Lafayette and suite to Marietta, Ohio. She departed from the former place on Friday morning, 

May 6th, 1825, having on board, besides her officers and crew, General Lafayette, General 

Carroll and staff. Governor Coles, of Illinois, General O'Fallon, Major Nash, of Missouri, and 

several other gentlemen as passengers.  On the following Sunday, about 12 o'clock, midnight, 

while the steamer was ascending the Ohio, and when near the mouth of Deer Creek, about 

one hundred and twenty-five miles below Louisville, a severe shock was felt by the persons 

on board, and it was soon ascertained that the boat had struck some object under the surface 

of the water. The commander, Capt. Hall, presently announced to the passengers in the cabin 

that the boat had snagged. Capt. Hall then caused the yawl to be made ready to convey 

General Lafayette and the other passengers ashore. In the meanwhile, the General had been 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Wadsworth_Longfellow
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aroused from his slumbers, and was soon prepared to leave the steamer. As the night was very 

dark, and great confusion prevailed  

 

 
Sinking of the Mechanic on the Ohio River, May 8, 1825 from Lloyd (1856), p.271. 

 
 
p. 273 

on board, General Lafayette, while attempting to descend into the yawl, was precipitated into 

the river and would have been drowned but for the assistance of one of the deck hands, whose 

name we have been unable to ascertain. The General, although far advanced in age, was able 

to keep himself above water until help arrived. He lost eight thousand dollars in money, 

besides his carriage, clothing, &c., but finally reached the shore in safety. 

 

While Capt. Hall was devoting all his attention to the preservation of his passengers, his desk, 

containing one thousand three hundred dollars, was lost overboard and was never recovered. 

 
 Exciting? Yes, but it may not be entirely accurate.  There is no mention of the intended burial earth from the 

various states, but that is not unexpected given the potential loss of life and the loss of a good deal of money and 

property.  On board, besides Lafayette’s son George Washington, was his personal secretary (Colonel) Auguste 

Levasseur, constant member of the Lafayette’s personal entourage. Levasseur kept a detailed journal of events during 

Lafayette’s travels in America and also made insightful and incisive commentaries on everything he observed.  He 

published this work in 1829 and it was immediately translated into English and several other languages.  See the 

modern and complete translation by Hoffman (2006). 

  

 Levasseur also gives an exciting and detailed account of the wreck of the steamship which differs from that of 

Lloyd in some of the details. In Levasseur’s account, Lafayette did not fall into the Ohio River, but rather was helped 

with some difficulty into Captain Hall’s boat which was four feet below the deck of the steamship.  Levasseur was 
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standing at the side of the boat when Lafayette was helped into the boat; their combined weight almost caused the boat 

to capsize. Levasseur’s exciting and vivid account is given in Hoffman (2006) on pages 430-435. 

 

 Finally, a most important piece of the puzzle was recently sent to me by Alan Hoffman. It was a three-

paragraph story from the Bunker-Hill Aurora of Saturday, May 16, 1829 which was also carried by Niles’ Register on 

May 23, 1829. The Aurora states in full: 

 

GEN. LAFAYETTE 

A letter was received by the Selectmen of this town, on Thursday, from the agent3 of Gen. Lafayette, 

in New-York, mentioning the receipt of an order for a hogshead of earth from Bunker Hill Battle 

Ground, to be placed over the body of Lafayette, at his decease. It is to be accompanied by a 

certificate, to be signed by three of the eldest veteran soldiers in the town, and shipped to Havre from 

New York or Boston.  

A reply has been forwarded to the Agent, that the request will be implicitly complied with by 

the authorities of this town. The earth will be taken from near the spot where Gen. Warren fell; and 

the earth that drank the blood of Warren, will surround the body of Lafayette. 

It has been thought that Gen. Lafayette, whose fondness for his adopted country is apparent in 

every act and every wish of his heart, would return and end his days with us. This question seems to 

be determined by the above circumstance. 

 
The information in the Bunker-Hill Aurora story above combined with the statement of Cloquet cited earlier, “sent by 

your countrymen from America” is strong evidence that the American soil place on Lafayette grave was indeed from 

the Bunker Hill Battlefield. The mystery and uncertainty concerning the provenance of the burial earth is now over. 

 

 

Postscript 
 

 An unexpected recent source also states that the Lafayette’s burial earth came from Bunker Hill. Laura Bush, a 

librarian and the 43rd First Lady, relates that the Librarian of Congress, James Billington, prior to her visit to Paris, 

requested that she visit La Grange (see pages 400, 401). In the attic of the château there had been found a treasure 

trove of Lafayette papers and artifacts.  The Library of Congress had been involved in digitizing the collection.  She 

also states that on the grounds of La Grange Lafayette had planted trees from every state he had visited during his 

1824-1825 tour. 

 

 To her credit Mrs. Bush clearly understood the historical significance of Lafayette’s contributions to our 

revolution. When French President Nicolas Sarkozy visited the United States in 2007 on the 250th anniversary of 

Lafayette’s birth, President Bush and the First Lady hosted a lunch for the Sarkozys at Mount Vernon where they: 

 

…sat at the table where Lafayette and Washington had once dined to discuss the security of 

the globe.  But unlike George and the marquis, George and Nicolas were banished to Mount 

                                                 
3 The “agent” referred to was William Wood, and the letter was published in the American Friends of 

Lafayette Newsletter by Diane Shaw, No. 88, May 2018, p. 34. 
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Vernon’s greenhouse for lunch.  The Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association, which oversees the 

historic treasure, does not permit food or drink of any kind inside Washington’s home, not 

even for two presidents. 

 
It appears that this restriction was relaxed during the 2108 state visit of French President Emmauel Macron. Presidents 

Macron and Trump and their wives enjoyed dinner inside Washington’s mansion. 

 

 

Conclusions 

 Dr. Cloquet, who was Lafayette’s personal physician and present at his death and burial, stated 

contemporaneously with his interment that burial soil came from America.  The Aurora story from 1829 indicates that 

earth from Bunker-Hill Battlefield was sent to Lafayette well before his “decrease” in 1834. Thus, the provenance of 

the burial earth is well established from a combination of two primary source documents. It is surprising that both the 

Aurora and Niles’ Register articles have been missed by historians and biographers. 

 

 The earliest known reference to Bunker Hill earth prior to this study is from Barère (1844) only 10 years after 

Lafayette’s death. There are numerous subsequent sources that state Lafayette’s coffin was partially covered by earth 

from Bunker Hill.  It could be that none of these sources are independent, but that all may be dependent on Barère.  

There are no known sources that state the burial earth was from Virginia except that of Villanueva (1977) with no 

attribution. 

Kaminski (2007) is the only source that states Lafayette intended to be buried in soil collected from all 24 states 

visited and adds that this soil was lost as a result of the shipwreck on the Ohio River near the end of Lafayette’s visit.  

The Ohio River shipwreck is well documented. He also gives a date of 1825 for receipt of the burial soil. 

 

 If Bush (2007) is correct, that Lafayette brought back saplings from all 24 states visited, it is curious that these 

were not also lost in the Ohio River shipwreck. 

 

 Finally, the Virginia HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 797 Designating March 14, in 2015 and in each 

succeeding year, as a Day of Honor for the Marquis de Lafayette in Virginia. states in part: 

 

“…Lafayette loved America so much that he was buried in Paris under soil from 

Boston’s Bunker Hill…” 

   

 Thus, the Virginia Assembly has now “officially RESOLVED” the provenance of the burial soil.  
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IN MEMORY OF LAFAYETTE. 

ORDER, NO 46. 

Head quarters of the army. 

 

Adjutant general's office, Washington June 21st, 1834. 

The maj. general commanding the army, has received through the war department, the following 

"general orders" from the president of the United States: 

 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

Washington, June 21, 1834. 

Information having been received of the death of general Lafayette, the president considers it due to 

his own feelings, as well as to the character and services of that lamented man, to announce the event to the 

army and navy.  

Lafayette was a citizen of France, but he was the distinguished friend of the United States. In early 

life he embarked in that contest which secured freedom and independence to our country. His services and 

sacrifices constituted a part of our revolutionary history, and his memory will be second only to that of 

Washington in the hearts of the American people. In his own country, and in ours, he was the zealous and 

uniform friend and advocate of rational liberty. Consistent in his principles and conduct, he never, during a 

long life, committed an act, which exposed him to just accusation, or which will expose his memory to 

reproach. Living at a period of great excitement and of moral and political revolutions, engaged in many of 

the important events which fixed the attention of the world, and invited to guide the destinies of France at 

two of the most momentous eras of her history, his political integrity and personal disinterestedness have not 

been called in question. Happy in such a life, he has been happy in his death. He has been taken from the 

theatre of action, with faculties unimpaired, with a reputation unquestioned, and an object of veneration 

wherever civilization and the rights of man have extended; and mourning as we may and must his departure, 

let us rejoice that this associate of Washington has gone, as we humbly hope, to rejoin his illustrious 

commander, in the fullness of days and of honor. He came in his youth lo defend our country. He came in the 

maturity of his age to witness her growth in all the elements of prosperity. And while witnessing these, he 

received those testimonials of national gratitude, which proved how strong was his hold upon the affections 

of the American people.  

One melancholy duty remains to be performed. The last major general of the revolutionary army has 

died. Himself a young and humble participator in the struggles of that period, the president feels called on 

as well by personal as public considerations, to direct that appropriate honors be paid lo the memory of this 

distinguished patriot und soldier. He therefore orders that the same honors be rendered on this occasion at 

the different military and naval stations as were observed upon the decease of Washington, the father of his 

country, and his contemporary in arms.  

In ordering this homage to be paid to the memory of one so eminent in the field, so wise in council, 

so endeared in private life, and so well and favorably known to both hemispheres, the president feels 

assured, that he is anticipating the sentiments not of the army and navy only, but of the whole American 

people. (emphasis added) 

 

ANDREW JACKSON.(Niles Weekly Register, 1834, Vol. 46, p. 325) 
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LAFAYETTE 2026 
by Myriam Wazé 

 

 “Lafayette 2026,” a very important project to study the economic development of the Chavaniac site, has 

begun. The Horwath firm specializing in hotels, tourism and leisure, located in Paris, was chosen last September to 

lead this study and make proposals. 

 

 The date 2026 is very important because it marks the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence of 

America, to which the young Marquis de la Fayette contributed by helping the Insurgents. 

 

 Several scenarios will be considered in order to produce a profitable economic model for Lafayette’s native 

castle, bought by the Americans in 1917 and property of the Haute-Loire Departmental Council since 2009. 

 

 The Departmental Council has already spent 1.1 million Euros to fund work not only in the visitors’ castle, but 

also in the park. The park has the label “Remarkable Garden,” and the castle has been listed on the Inventory of 

Historical Monuments since 1989, but there are still many places needing to be renovated. The castle improvements 

have included roof repairs, joinery, renovation in the courtyard buildings, and creation of two new rooms in the tour 

circuit. The park will have a new rose garden and trees, two of which were donated by the AFL in September 2018 in 

the presence of Chuck Schwam and his wife, Bonnie, who came especially for this event. 

 

 The castle is related to the biographical history of the Marquis de Lafayette but also to that of the American 

financing of an important philanthropic work, welcoming WWI orphans as well as children affected by pre-

tuberculosis until the 1960s. In order to do so, a Preventorium composed of new buildings had been built thanks to the 

American generosity. Later it was managed by a local association (1974) which then yielded it for a symbolic franc to 

another departmental association. Finally, this beautiful set of two houses and huge premises surrounded by a hectare 

of land became the property of a real estate developer in 2017, who sold it to a private owner. 

 

 In this Lafayette 2026 project, all options will be considered: 

  - Preservation of the castle by the department 

  - Sale to a private owner of the castle and its park 

  - Public-private partnership. 

 

 Currently, the economic profitability of the castle is not ensured because of a very insufficient number of 

visitors, 15,000, when more than 100,000 would be necessary. 

 

 Potential functions will be studied such as the development of a hotel, restaurant, contemporary art center, 

artists' residence, or headquarters of an organization. 

 

 Several themes could be developed: 

- The historical character of Lafayette, who in France does not enjoy great popularity as he does in the 

United States, 

- The modernism brought by the Americans in the renovation of the castle, the American way of life 

in the castle with the Moffat family, 

- American Philanthropy: the generous donators who contributed to the welcoming of nearly 25,000 

children through the years,   
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- The humanist ideas of the 18th century: freedom, democracy, etc., 

- Agriculture and Botany. 

 

 The prevailing idea is that, “Culture will be the driving force behind the overall project.” 

 

 The Haute-Loire Department benefits from the following assets: the beauty of the landscape; good organic 

products - meat, cheese, vegetables; famous restaurants, with “starred” chefs such as Regis Marcon and Philippe Brun 

and lots of restaurants with reasonable prices; water sports (canoeing); walks in the forest; famous monuments 

(Romanesque art); plus the international music festival in La Chaise-Dieu. 

 

 The village of Chavaniac has a Botanical Conservatory that lists the oldest varieties of trees such as the apple 

trees planted by Lafayette himself. Since 2018 it has hosted the Plant Festival, which draws over 3,000 visitors. We 

must also note the Regional Park Livradois-Forez is located a few miles from there. However, accommodation and 

difficult access from large cities – a car rental is necessary - remain a handicap to be taken into account. 

 

 The Department will have to synergize in a coherent way all the tourist assets of the area to enhance the 

Chavaniac-Lafayette site. In 2020, the Horwath Cabinet will present the results of its study in order to identify new 

and economically viable prospects for this Lafayette 2026 challenge. 

 
 

 
AFL member Myriam Waze (far left) oversees the tree planting at Chavaniac. 
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Member Spotlight - John Becica 
 I had planned to start by saying that at 6’ 5” I am the tallest member of the AFL, but I find that my 

fellow Lafayette College alum, Jim Hockenberry, beats me by an inch!  At any rate, we can easily be found 

because we both stick out in the crowd at AFL events.   

 

 I am from Ho-Ho-Kus, a small municipality in Bergen County, NJ which, after my parents settled 

there in 1945, became a wealthy “bedroom community” for New York City. I attended Lafayette College in 

Easton, PA, emerging with a Mechanical Engineering degree and membership in the Phi Beta Kappa, & Tau 

Beta Pi 

honor societies. I later switched gears, earning my MBA at Wharton in Philadelphia.  I then commenced a 

career in personal finance from which I am now retired. 

 

 

 So with this background, why history?  It started in the bicentennial year of 1976.  I was invited to 

serve on a committee to write the Revolutionary War history of our community. I attended several meetings 

which, to my surprise, were chaired by a high school senior.  Bottom line: After I researched and wrote 14 

pages, the kid never published anything. Years later I ran a nostalgic reunion for my 8th grade class (I was 

later named the honorary historian of Ho-Ho-Kus Public School) and it got my juices going.  Now the 

internet was available, and my manuscript grew to 50 pages.  In 1998 I 

published “The Revolutionary War in Ho-Ho-Kus.” Along the way I 

became a researcher at the Hermitage, an historic house where 

Washington and Lafayette were entertained in 1778 following the battle 

of Monmouth. A member of the Hermitage History Roundtable, I have 

given presentations about Ho-Ho-Kus history, narrated reenactments of 

“The Siege of Hoppertown,” and spoken about our hero. Recently, I 

have done more research and published a 50-page sequel to my original 

volume. 

 During college, nobody on campus said or thought much about the 

Marquis.  It was a talk given by AFL curator Diane Shaw during my 

30th reunion that sparked my interest in the General and AFL, which I 

immediately joined.  I attended several annual meetings back then, 

including the 2007 celebration at the College honoring the 250th 

birthday of our hero. 

 
 My connections to the College have always been strong. It was there 

that I made my first close friends. I have been active in volunteer 

admissions and alumni work for 40 years.  My alumni activities at the College are too numerous to describe.  

 

 Playing popular piano since age seven, I segued into Theatre Pipe Organ during high school.  A 

member of three local organ societies, I enjoy playing at TPOs in theatres and homes around PA, NJ, and 

NY.  For 17 years I produced the Garden State Theatre Organ Society newsletter, and have revamped their 
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website. I have entertained at the piano for the AFL, during the 2016 meeting afterglow at the Hoffmans’ 

house, and at the 2017 AFL Yorktown Victory Day reception at Hornsby House. 

 
 In 2005 my 88 year-old mother and I left the Ho-Ho-Kus home that my industrious parents had built 

with their own hands 60 years earlier, moving to Easton, near the College. Here I have continued my 

landscaping and gardening, planting over 100 trees, shrubs, and flowers. 

 

 I cared for my mother in our new home until she passed in 2014. Then I resumed attending AFL 

events. Greeting the Hermione in Yorktown, we met a young French student based at William and Mary. 

The next year in Boston I spoke with Julien Icher briefly at breakfast. As the 2016 weekend ended, I invited 

him to stay at my home for the 2017 meeting in Easton. Within 48 hours of hosting Julien, I knew I had met 

an extraordinary young man.  During one of those trips between the Hotel Bethlehem and my home, I 

became Julien’s primary supporter and mentor, and an honorary member of the Icher family. It was during 

this trip too that Julien revealed his love for America and desire to become a citizen when he completes his 

Lafayette Trail project. 

 Since then I have supported him and his parents in every way I can. My cousin Wendy Dockray, a 

professional grant writer, joined me in raising funds for Julien’s exciting endeavor. In addition to AFL 

member donations (Thanks to all who stepped up and matched my challenge gift!), our success included a 

grant from a foundation that I had discovered. As a result of the grant application and Chuck Schwam’s 

business relationship with the foundation’s office, the Trail received a $25,000 grant. When the final budget 

was set to cover the remaining 18 states of the tour – Julien having completed work on the New England 

states in 2017 –  I was privileged to be able to supply a significant proportion of the funds. 

 

 Since Julien’s return to America, I have functioned as his assistant researcher. I suggested that we 

supplement his trail webmap with human interest stories during the tour.  He agreed. I have researched and 

written about 15 “Trail Tales” so far. One, that Julien found, is hilarious. I recounted “The General’s Gaffe” 

at the AFL meeting in Annapolis and had members falling off their chairs with laughter. 

 

 You can’t appreciate the quantity of work and effort that Julien has put into the Trail until you walk a 

bit in his shoes. A New Jersey native, I volunteered to do internet research for the New Jersey/Philadelphia 

part of the tour. My findings took many hours of Googling. When Julien arrived for five days to do his 

“boots on the ground” research, I was prepared.  We recruited a writer from the College to shadow us in 

Morristown, NJ.  I recommend reading the story of our adventure “On the Trail of General Lafayette” at:  

https://magazine.lafayette.edu/spring2019/2019/02/26/on-the-trail-of-general-lafayette/ 

 

 As for the Lafayette College community, even today with a more supportive President, few on 

campus have the foggiest notion about Lafayette the man or the existence of the AFL. In 2016 I started to try 

to fix that.  I wrote a scripted PowerPoint presentation about Lafayette’s life and his role in the American 

Revolution.  It is titled “Lafayette 101, Why We Celebrate the Marquis.” Sponsored by the AFL and Lehigh 

Valley Alumni, I have presented it three times, and will present it again at our reunion in June. I have shared 

it with Georgia AFL member Dr. Richard Ingram who has used parts of it as well. 
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 With Jim Hockenberry’s lead, Phil Schroeder and I are on a quest to get the Marquis better known on 

campus. Phil and Barbara Schroeder, our consummate AFLers, are good friends, and twice a year I visit 

them to enjoy pizza and help execute the mailing of 200 AFL Gazettes. 

 

 So who says retirement is boring? My college work, theatre organ, AFL, Lafayette Trail, Ho-Ho-Kus 

history, and landscaping and gardening, to say nothing of my church volunteering and building projects, 

keep me busy – and I am having a ball! 

 

 I believe that my purpose in this life is to mentor younger people. I did that all through my career, 

and I continue today. In addition to my primary focus on a certain “French connection,” I am honored to be 

currently helping several other young adults as they travel their life’s path. 

 

 To conclude, our young French AFL ambassador is now an honorary member of the Sons of the 

American Revolution. At his urging I have an SAR application pending.  I am eligible through my 

grandmother’s Dutch lineage, back to Reynier Quackenbush, a Revolutionary War Militiaman in Orange 

County, NY. So by the end of the summer I should have another connection to help support the NEXT phase 

(signage) of The Lafayette Trail. 
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Lafayette 101” – Why we 
   Celebrate the Marquis! 

 
 
 
 

                                     Who was this French guy, Lafayette?  
                                     What was his background?  
                                     What did he really look like?  
                                     What motivated him to come to America  
                                            and get involved with our war with Britain? 
                                     What was his impact on the American Revolution?  
                                     Who became his “adopted” father? 
                                     How did he come to be such a celebrity in America? 
                                     Why did he return to America to visit, twice? 
                                     Why was our College named after him?  
 

                   Come and find out! 
Illustrated Lecture by John Becica ’69, American Friends of Lafayette Free and 

Open to the Entire College Community and the Public 
                 REUNION COLLEGE SESSION 
                    Friday, June 7, 2019, 2 PM 
                          Gendebien Lecture Room 
                        (at the top of the stairs)   
                              Skillman Library  
 
                     
          
 
Sponsored by the Lafayette Alumni of the Lehigh Valley 
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Thank You to Sonia Kwon 
by Alan Hoffman 

 

 

 With the increase in revenue generated by the Lafayette Statue and Lafayette Trail campaigns, the 

AFL has entered uncharted territory with regard to its federal tax filing obligations. In the past, the AFL was 

able to meet its obligations by filing a simple form electronically – known as the postcard form by its 

previous incarnation. For our tax filing due on November 15, 2018, we needed to file the 990-EZ, which 

despite its designation, is far from easy to understand, let alone complete. 

 

 Sonia Kwon, my former tax and estates partner at Lynch, Brewer, Hoffman & Fink, LLP in Boston, 

stepped into the breach and offered to assist Chuck and me as a volunteer. Without her great help, this tax 

filing process would have been even more of an ordeal than it turned out to be. On behalf of the AFL, we 

extend to Sonia our sincere gratitude. 

 

 

 

 
 

Sonia Kwon 
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Remembering Normand Ouellette 
by AFL member William P. Dunham, Jr. 

 

 

 The Massachusetts Lafayette Society was honored to declare MA Lafayette Day – May 20, 2019 - as also 

Normand Ouellette Day due to his years of commitment to Lafayette and commitment to French-American programs. 

He was a revered President Emeritus of the Massachusetts Lafayette Society. He was also dedicated to one of our 

themes this year, The Lafayette Trail – mapping the Farewell Tour now on the Web for us all! 

 

 Normand was a co-founder of the present Massachusetts Lafayette Society which originally began in 1935 but 

was reorganized again in 1989.   

 

 In 1935, a law was enacted mandating the Governor of the Commonwealth to issue a proclamation on May 20 

each year declaring that day to be Massachusetts Lafayette Day. May 20, 1834 was the date of Lafayette's death. One 

of the principal functions of the Massachusetts Lafayette Society is to conduct the Massachusetts Lafayette Day 

exercises each year to educate the public about General Lafayette and the role of France in the American Revolution. 

 

 Normand, 88, a Westport, MA resident for the last 50 years, passed away on Saturday, April 6, 2019. He was 

the husband of Lynette M. (Landry) Ouellette. Lynette has also been a key part of the Massachusetts Lafayette 

Society, serving for many years as its Treasurer. She and Normand were a 

team, and we are honored to have her here today. 

 

 Normand was born in Fall River. He went on to work as a Massachusetts 

State Records Liaison Officer responsible for many cities and towns in the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  

 

 Norm was exceptionally community-minded and an energetic promoter of the 

Franco-American culture and community at the local, state, national, and 

international levels.  

 

 Here are some of the highlights of his Franco-American and other charitable 

work: he was president of the New Bedford Richelieu Club; a former governor 

of the International Richelieu Club; a neighborhood commissioner of the Boy 

Scouts of America; he was a past president of the N.E. Fraternal Alliance; 

president of the League of Franco-Americans of New Bedford; and instrumental in the passage of legislation that gave 

rise to the American and Canadian French Cultural Commission of MA. He was a founder and a president of the 

Massachusetts Lafayette Society. 

 

 He was also the recipient of numerous awards and honors including the Horace Viau Award of the Richelieu 

International Club, Officer “Les Palmes Acadamiques” from the French Republic and Ministry of National Education, 

Personality of the Year for the Prevost Alumni Association, and a Recognition Award presented by the Quebec 

Government for his contributions promoting the French language in the United States. 

 

 He will be sorely missed by many people that he touched and organizations that he served. 
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Obituary of Dr. James H. Billington 
by Dr. Colleen J. Shogan 

 

 
 Dr. James H. Billington, the thirteenth Librarian of Congress, died on November 20, 2018 in 

Washington, D.C. He was 89. Billington’s 28-year tenure as the Librarian was punctuated with many 

notable successes, including the creation of the National Book Festival, the John W. Kluge Center for 

Scholars, the Packard campus for film preservation, and the Gershwin Prize for Popular Song. Billington 

also led the way with early digitization of many of the Library’s collections and helped establish the World 

Digital Library, a joint project with UNESCO to feature digitized top treasures from around the world within 

a centralized website. 

 As Librarian of Congress, Dr. Billington acquired a complete copy of Lafayette’s papers, which were 

previously inaccessible at La Grange. Dr. Billington first became aware of the collection when he was 

researching Fire in the Minds of Men, a book about revolutions and the revolutionary spirit that featured 

Lafayette. After years of negotiation in the 1990s, a microfilmed copy of the Lafayette collection was made 

available to the Library of Congress. The papers include a secret code used between Lafayette and George 

Washington and Lafayette’s handwritten account of Yorktown. Billington then served as the only non-

French citizen on the governing board of the foundation that manages La Grange, Lafayette’s château east of 

Paris. 

 Before serving as Librarian of Congress, James Billington taught Russian history at Harvard and 

Princeton Universities. He was the Director of the Woodrow Wilson Center for Scholars, where he founded 

the Kennan Institute for Russian Studies and the Wilson Quarterly. His most revered book was the Icon and 

the Axe, known as one of the most comprehensive surveys of Russian cultural and intellectual history 

published to date. Billington was a Rhodes Scholar, earning his doctorate from Oxford before serving in the 

United States Army. Dr. Billington was an AFL member. 

 On a personal note, it was a pleasure working with James Billington. I had the arduous task of 

drafting remarks and an essay for him, and I fondly remember our spirited meetings about the ideas he 

wanted to highlight. A historian at heart, he was skeptical of the empirical turn of the social sciences, but 

predictably enjoyed intellectual debate on the subject. 

 Survivors include his wife, Marjorie, four children, and twelve grandchildren.  

Dr. Shogan, an AFL member, is Assistant Deputy Librarian, Library Collections and Services Group of the 

Library of Congress. 
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A Remembrance of Bill Hurley 

by Hank Parfitt 

 
Bill and Sandy Hurley 

 Bill Hurley, AFL member and former Mayor of Fayetteville, North Carolina, passed away on 

November 26, 2018 at the age of 85. One of the founding members of Fayetteville’s Lafayette Society, he 

was serving as its vice president at the time of his death. 

 In 2013, when I challenged Lafayette Society members to also become members of the AFL, Bill 

responded enthusiastically. He and his wife Sandy joined that year and attended the annual meeting in 

Philadelphia. Bill also served on the local planning committee for the annual AFL meeting in Fayetteville in 

2014.  

 Bill moved to Fayetteville in 1955, opened his own insurance agency, and became active in the civic 

life of the community. By the end of the 1970s, he decided to do something about the decline of 

Fayetteville’s downtown, which had been following a pattern of urban decay seen in so many American 

cities around that time. So, he ran for Mayor on a platform of cleaning up downtown, a position at odds with 

some of the entrenched, moneyed interests locally.  

 Bill won the mayoral election on his second attempt in 1981 and served for three terms. Under his 

leadership, the city council got in line behind him, passed ordinances that allowed for the removal of seedy 

bars and other nuisances, and started the process of revitalizing downtown. Now, thirty years later, a giant 

construction crane rises above the skyline as a 5-story hotel is being built on top of a 5-story parking deck. 

Next door, a minor league team of the Houston Astros is playing baseball in a brand new $40 million 

stadium, all in the heart of downtown. Bill had a vision for what his beloved city could become long before 

anyone else did. At long last, his efforts are coming to fruition.  

 My wife Diane and I became involved in downtown revitalization in the 1990s, and, as a result, I had 

many opportunities to work with Bill in that capacity and also in the Lafayette Society. He was a mentor to 

me, an advisor, and a staunch supporter. He was always generous with his praise but reluctant to accept any 

himself, deflecting it instead onto those around him.  

 Bill wanted to attend the meeting in Annapolis last year but his health would not permit it. Those of 

you who met him in Philadelphia or in Fayetteville will perhaps remember his way of looking you in the eye 

when he shook your hand and, through word or expression, showing a genuine interest in you and what you 

thought. He was a true gentleman and he had the gift of making you feel important. We are all a little better 

off for having had Bill Hurley pass our way. 

 Hank Parfitt is President of the Lafayette Society of Fayetteville, NC and a Vice President of the 

American Friends of Lafayette. 
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Letters to the Editor 
 

 

 

Dear Chuck & Alan:  

 

What a fantastic Gazette. I not only found events to add to my calendar, but also got an idea for a new book 

out of it, and learned all about my favorite color, Lafayette Blue! 

 

- Stephanie Dray 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Gazettes are astounding.  We get so excited when they arrive.   

- Laura Berish 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Alan, 

 

I received the new Gazette in the mail.  It is great and such an improvement over the old days!  

 

- Robert Crout 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Alan and Chuck, 

What a wonderful edition of the Gazette! I thoroughly enjoyed reading the articles and learned a lot! Thank 

you and all the contributors for your efforts. 

- Bill Poole 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Chuck, 

 

We recently received the printed version of the AFL “newsletter,” which is a masterpiece, and keeps me 

busy for many evenings attempting to get it all read!  It is nothing short of awesome to see how many 

activities and events our group sponsors or participates in!   

 

- Gayle Randol 
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