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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
Dear Friend of Lafayette, 

 

In reviewing the articles in this edition of the Gazette, it dawned on me that in 2018 five states celebrated 

Lafayette Days. 

 

 The procession started in March with Virginia’s state-mandated Lafayette Day which was reported in the last 

Gazette. It continued in May with Massachusetts Lafayette Day, also mandated by state law, and at Lafayette Hill, PA 

where long-time member Rudy Cusumano’s speech was read by a member of the Pennsylvania House of 

Representatives. 

 

 In perusing Rudy’s speech, I recalled that the Battle of Barren Hill (now Lafayette Hill) took place on the 

same date, May 20, on which Lafayette died 56 years later. Massachusetts Lafayette Day, May 20, commemorates his 

passing in 1834. 

 

 The procession of Lafayette Days continued with two more that commemorated his birth on September 6, 

1757. Celebrations were held in Fayetteville, North Carolina under the leadership of Hank Parfitt and the Lafayette 

Society and in Lagrange, Georgia.  In Georgia, Dr. Richard Ingram and the Lafayette Alliance had recently been 

instrumental in obtaining a statute establishing Georgia’s Lafayette Day. 

 

 This parade of commemorations raises the question of a National Lafayette Day in honor of the forgotten 

founder, or as Lin-Manuel Miranda calls him in the hit musical Hamilton, “America’s favorite fighting Frenchman.” 

Although I may have been dismissive of the idea in the past, this proliferation of state Lafayette Days leads me to 

wonder: cur non? 

 

 Please note Peter Reilly’s article about laying the groundwork for the Bicentennial of Lafayette’s Farewell 

Tour and the commemorative events on Labor Day weekend at Charlton, Massachusetts and at Old Sturbridge Village. 

Consider getting involved with planning an event at a historical society near you. 

 

 Our peripatetic cartographer, Julien Icher, is at it again. Supported by a fund raised by the AFL under the 

leadership of member John Becica, Julien has now visited Lafayette stops in New York City and state, Maryland, 

Virginia, Western Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana, Missouri and Illinois. You may find some of his work 

reflected in updates to the website: thelafayettetrail.com 

 

 Just weeks ago, Chuck Schwam, our treasurer, event planner, and minister plenipotentiary to our oldest ally, 

travelled to France with Bonnie Fritz. He reports in this issue on some of his activities, including the planting of trees 

at Chavaniac.  Benoit Guizard reports on their meeting with Chambrun Foundation Director Jeannine de Cardaillac.   

 

 Finally, I want to express my gratitude to recent AFL member, Jan O’Sullivan who has assisted me in editing 

this 89th edition of the Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette. 

 

       Alan R. Hoffman 



Newsletter  4  friendsoflafayette.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Annual Meeting in Savannah - Save the Date 
 

 

From June 6 to June 9, 2019, the AFL will hold its annual meeting in Savannah, Georgia. 

 

 Our meeting hotel is the Hilton Garden Inn at the Savannah Airport. This means that you may avoid the 

expense of a rental vehicle. Bus transportation will be available for all visits to places of interest. 

 

 On Thursday evening, we will gather at the hotel for our meet and greet. We will have a number of short 

presentations and prolonged conviviality. 

 

 Friday, June 7th, will be our first sightseeing day. It will begin at the historic Owens-Thomas House which 

serves as Lafayette’s headquarters for his 1825 visit to Savannah. Lafayette addressed the people of Savannah from the 

side balcony. 

 

 After lunch, we will tour a number of sites in old Savannah which are associated with Lafayette, including 

Greene Square, where Lafayette assisted in the Masonic ceremony at which the cornerstone was laid for the monument 

to General Nathaniel Greene, Lafayette’s good friend who moved from Rhode Island to the environs of Savannah after 

the American Revolution and lived, until his untimely death in 1786, on a plantation awarded to him by the State of 

Georgia. We are exploring a visit to the Georgia Historical Society in the afternoon. Our banquet will follow on Friday 

evening. 

 

 On Saturday morning, we will travel to Edisto Island where Lafayette made a pit stop as he traveled by 

steamship from Charleston to Savannah. Edisto houses a museum, a historic African-American Church, and the 

Seabrook Plantation where Lafayette was fêted and a baby girl baptized, Carolina Lafayette Seabrook. On our return 

we will likely stop at Beaufort, South Carolina, which Lafayette also did. 

 

 Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday morning before a final kick-off luncheon. 

 

 The pleasure of your company is requested! 
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Lafayette Balcony, Owens-Thomas House 

 

 

Seabrook Plantation 
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2018 AFL Annual Meeting 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

Annapolis, Maryland can boast something most cities in the United States can't.  Annapolis is one of 

the few American cities Lafayette visited on all four of his stays...1777-79, 1780-81, 1784 and 1824-25.  

Consequently, Annapolis was a natural spot for the American Friends of Lafayette to gather for their 2018 

annual meeting. 

Unlike most recent annual meetings, this extended weekend was a "bus-free" get-together with all 

historic attractions within a five-block radius of our 18th century hotel, The Maryland Inn.  We walked all 

around Annapolis for three days of historical study and fun. 

Our welcome reception was held on Thursday, June 7th in the Maryland Inn Ballroom, and AFL 

members enjoyed short presentations by two local historians.  After providing a walking tour of Annapolis 

earlier that afternoon, Glenn Campbell (Senior Historian of Historic Annapolis) lectured on Lafayette’s 

several visits to the Maryland State Capitol (and onetime capitol of the United States).  Then Chris Kintzel, 

the Maryland State Archives Curator & Collections Manager, outlined what AFL members would see on 

their private tour of the Maryland State House the next day. 

The welcome reception is always an enjoyable event as many AFLers see each other for the first time 

in a year or more.  Reconnecting with friends while eating Claire Ravosa’s Lafayette Cake is a fantastic way 

to start the weekend. 

The next morning, AFL members walked across the street for their private tour of the Maryland State 

House.  Rich in history, the Maryland State House is the oldest U.S. state capitol in continuous legislative 

use, dating to 1772.  There were several important artistic masterpieces on display including their prize 

possession of Charles Willson Peale’s 1784 painting of Washington, Lafayette, and Tilghman at Yorktown.  

 

           Hank and Diane Parfitt pose with  

             George Washington at the Maryland State House 

                (with a pesky “photo-bomber”). 
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We then walked a few blocks to the William Paca House where we were again received by the 

Senior Historian of Historic Annapolis, Glenn Campbell.  We toured the mansion and listened to Mr. 

Campbell’s detailed history of this special place while eating lunch.  We were also fortunate to tour the 

neighboring James Brice house which is undergoing an elaborate restoration.  AFL members wore hard hats 

as they saw the preservation of this historic building up close and in detail. 

The next stop was St. John’s College, one of the oldest institutions of higher learning in the United 

States.  St. John's traces its origins to 1696 and received a college charter under its present name in 1784.  

Members toured McDowell Hall where Lafayette was feted in 1824.  We then laid a wreath at the French 

Memorial a short distance away. 

 
President Alan Hoffman oversees the wreath laying by Lindsey Morrison and Jeff Finegan at the 

French Memorial at St. John’s College. 

  

Friday evening, the AFL Annual Banquet was held in another 18th century building, the Governor 

Calvert House.  The weather was perfect as guests sipped cocktails and nibbled on hors d'oeuvres outside on 

the patio.  Dinner was French-inspired, and the entertainment was provided by Anne and Ridley Enslow.  

Dressed in historically accurate clothing, the Enslows performed an 18th century concert with some songs 

specific to Lafayette.  Using original instruments like the hammered dulcimer, jaw harp, mountain and 

pennywhistle, they sang in harmony and told stories of the times that gave rise to the music. 

Saturday morning started with breakfast and the annual AFL business meeting.  This once again was 

a lively affair overseen by President Alan Hoffman with AFL speakers including Almut Spalding, Alan 

Cleghorn, Diane Shaw, Chuck Schwam, and Robert Kelly.  New AFL member and Relations Manager of the 

American Battlefield Trust, Lindsey Morrison provided a report on their purchase of land at the Yorktown 

Battlefield.  This purchase encompasses the area dominated by French soldiers during the battle and will 

ensure that it stays a historical site safe from development. 

The meeting adjourned, and the touring resumed.  Our next site was the Hammond-Harwood House, 

another 18th century mansion visited by Lafayette.  The Hammond-Harwood House is an Anglo-Palladian 

mansion that features some of the best woodcarving and plasterwork in America.  Then we were off to Ogle 
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Hall where Lafayette was honored with a ball during his 1824 visit to Annapolis.  It was there that AFL 

members enjoyed lunch in the expansive back yard. 

After lunch, we walked across the street to the historic Naval Academy.  Although Lafayette never 

visited the academy, a trip to Annapolis is not complete without visiting United States Naval Academy.  We 

were given a fabulous tour of the U.S. Naval Academy Museum located in Preble Hall.  A unique aspect of 

the tour was the miniature model ships made by French prisoners of war from bones saved from their meals.  

Then we visited the crypt of John Paul Jones, and we were able to find a Lafayette connection after all.   

Our farewell dinner that evening was an intimate affair held at the Treaty of Paris Restaurant in the 

very building where the U.S. Congress ratified the restaurant’s namesake.  Low ceilings provided a historic 

feel as AFL members dined on Maryland’s famous crab cakes. 

 

             David & Rene Bowditch with Jerry & Irene Meekins on the schooner Liberté 

 

As the AFL event planner, I had one more event planned, and for many it was the pièce de 

résistance.  Fifty AFL members boarded the schooner Liberté for a sail around the Chesapeake Bay.  Seeing 

Annapolis from a water perspective was breathtaking.  The weather was perfect, and the seas were calm.  A 

delicious breakfast accompanied Captain Chris Tietje’s expertise at the helm and his informative lecture.  

Although not Lafayette-related, this Sunday-morning cruise was a fabulous way to end our 2018 annual 

meeting. 

 
 

“First Mate” Bill Cole on the schooner Liberté 

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/pi%C3%A8ce#Dutch
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/de#Dutch
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/r%C3%A9sistance#Dutch
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Our First Annual Meeting: Annapolis 
by Ann Highsmith and Dan McInnis 

 

 We had been told that the AFL annual meetings were fun, so for the first time we signed up to go to 

the annual meeting in Annapolis, MD in June 2018. 

 DAN: I didn’t know what to expect, but I felt very welcomed by the group. I enjoyed meeting many 

of the AFL members from around the country.  The tours, which included the Maryland State House, some 

of Annapolis’ earliest homes, and the US Naval Museum, were well planned and the docents were very 

knowledgeable about their venues.  It was great to park my car for the weekend and be able to walk to the 

historic sites from one of three historic inns where the AFL guests stayed. History indeed comes alive when 

one visits the places which Lafayette himself visited. Attending this meeting deepened my appreciation for 

those who believe in and have worked to preserve our country’s most historic sites. 

 ANN: I fell in love with Annapolis. It has so much charm, and the harbor draws people outside. It 

was the perfect venue for my first annual meeting of the AFL. We saw many historic buildings and homes, 

but I was most impressed with the Maryland State House; it truly is one of the most beautiful State Houses 

in the country. I was happy to learn that it was in this State House where General George Washington 

tendered his resignation as Commander of the Continental Army, thus accomplishing a peaceful transfer of 

power, one of the foundations of   our democracy.  As a new member of the AFL, I now share with other 

members a love and great appreciation for our country’s beginning and for the early patriots who made it all 

possible. 

 

Ann and Dan Highsmith are seated with Marge Loscalzo from Wilmington, VA at the Saturday evening dinner. 
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North Carolina’s Official Celebration of Lafayette’s Birthday Held in Fayetteville on 

September 7-8 
by Hank Parfitt, President, Lafayette Society 

 

 In 2007, the year of the 250th anniversary of Lafayette’s birth, Fayetteville was recognized by the 

United States House and Senate as “the place where North Carolina celebrates the birthday of the Marquis 

de Lafayette.” (Congressional Record, August 2, 2007) Fayetteville has designated the weekend after Labor 

Day for the Lafayette Birthday Celebration, which fell on September 7-8 this year.  

 

 The celebration started with “Arias and Artifacts” at Methodist University on Friday evening 

September 7. Dr. Lloyd Kramer, former Dean Smith Chair of the history department at UNC-Chapel Hill, 

gave a brief talk on Lafayette and the Polish Revolution. For the “arias” part of the evening, Dr. Gail 

Morfesis assembled some amazing musical talent, including professional musicians as well as a couple of 

very gifted students. They performed music written exclusively by French composers, except for a piece by 

Chopin as a tribute to Poland! 

 

 On Saturday September 8, a free birthday cake and ice cream party was held at the Museum of the 

Cape Fear’s Festival of Yesteryear at “Camp Lafayette” – a grouping of tents set up by Boy Scouts from 

troops in the Lafayette District and manned by Lafayette Society volunteers. Camp Lafayette included an 

“education tent” with panels about Lafayette and Fayetteville in 1825, a 6-foot tall Lafayette banner with a 

listing of reasons why he was so important to America’s early history, and line drawings of Lafayette for the 

children to color. Jeffrey Finegan, author of a series on George Washington for young readers, came down 

from New Jersey to sign his books, including a new one on Lafayette and Washington. A photo opportunity 

with a lightweight portable Lafayette cut-out was also hugely popular. 

 

 Later on Saturday, City Center Gallery & Books in downtown Fayetteville hosted “Lafayette Artists 

and Authors.” Caroline Merino, a popular local artist, unveiled her unique painting of the Fayetteville 

Market House on a replica of the 1825 Lafayette Map. Jeffrey Finegan did another book signing, and visitors 

could also browse what is undeniably eastern North Carolina’s largest selection of books on Lafayette.  

 

 The celebration finished up Saturday night with a free wine-tasting experience at downtown 

Fayetteville’s premier watering hole, The Wine Café.  “Party like you’re in Paris!”  has become the grand 

finale of the summer social circuit! Small plates of French cheeses were served and guests were entertained 

by the “Amazing Thiriot Family,” a talented troupe of young performers on violins and saxophone. (AFL 

members who attended the annual meeting in Fayetteville in 2014 may remember their truly awesome 

rendition of the Turtles “Happy Together.”) The Thiriots also performed a couple of pieces by the late 

Carmino Ravosa with the encouragement of his wife Claire, an AFL member.  

 

 It all added up to a delightful weekend of history and fun. AFL members are invited to learn more 

about our annual celebration and other Lafayette Society activities at www.lafayettesociety.org.  

       

 

 

http://www.lafayettesociety.org/
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On Friday evening September 7, some of the Lafayette collectibles in Davis Memorial Library at Methodist 

University were on display for “Arias and Artifacts.”  One of their newest acquisitions – Lafayette’s draft of 

a letter to the Polish Committee in Paris – was unveiled.  Arleen Fields, archives librarian at Methodist, 

invited UNC Professor Dr. Lloyd Kramer (left) to speak on Lafayette and the Polish Revolution. Interim 

President Dean Crisp (right), welcomed Dr. Kramer. Refreshments included polish sausage! Later, over 100 

guests attended a lively concert of music written by French composers.  

 
AFL members Jeffrey and Kim Finegan drove down from New Jersey to participate in the annual Lafayette 

Birthday Celebration. The Lafayette Society provided Jeff with his own tent at “Camp Lafayette” at the 

Festival of Yesteryear, an official birthday event at the Museum of the Cape Fear.  Jeff’s energy and 

enthusiasm was quite impressive and he engaged innumerable festival-goers during the day. His series of 

books on General Washington, especially his latest in which Lafayette is the narrator, was a big seller there 

and later at a meet-and-greet at City Center Gallery & Books. Congratulations to Jeff and thanks for helping 

the Lafayette Society fulfill its education mission!  
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The Lafayette cut-out was a big hit as a “photo-op” with young and old alike at the Festival of Yesteryear at 

the Museum of the Cape Fear. Panels in the “education tent” (in background) provided information about 

Lafayette and his visit to Fayetteville in 1825.  

 
Justin Toyer, who performs with a local theater group in Fayetteville, was recruited to portray Lafayette at 

the Festival of Yesteryear.  He did attract a lot of attention and drew many children and their families to 

“Camp Lafayette” and the educational displays. Here he poses with a couple of young fans who learned 

about Lafayette for the first time.  

 
Popular artist Caroline Merino was on hand for a meet-and-greet at City Center Gallery & Books to talk 

about her newest work, a painting of Fayetteville’s Market House superimposed on a digital copy of the 

1825 “Lafayette Map” of Fayetteville. Framed and unframed copies of this version of the Market House are 

now on sale at City Center. Caroline also painted a number of small canvases of the Eifel Tower, French 

poodles, and fleur-de-lis for the birthday celebration. 
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Massachusetts’s Lafayette Day  

 
On May 18, 2018, the Massachusetts Lafayette Society celebrated Massachusetts Lafayette Day at the 

Boston Athenaeum, the Lafayette Monument on the Boston Common, and at the Union Club. The keynote 

speaker, Anthony J. Bajdek, spoke about Kosciusko as the Patron Saint of West Point. 
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Lafayette Day Celebration 

May 20, 2018: the Battle of Barren Hill 
by Roy Cini Cusumano 

 

     The day of celebration is about the greatest war in all of world history fought 240 years ago.  It was the 

first successful major step in the birth of American democracy which is still spreading to many other 

countries worldwide since July 4, 1776. Barren Hill is located in Whitemarsh Township, Pennsylvania. It 

was renamed Lafayette Hill on March 5, 1883 in honor of a foreign volunteer who joined as a courageous 

champion of the American system of a democratic government favoring social equality for all its citizens, 

not just a few. 

 

     This is the only truthful exposition describing how General the Marquis de Lafayette used guerilla style 

warfare that began at the Saint Peter Lutheran Church cemetery on Church Street on May 20, 1778. 

Lafayette’s technique of combat caused a catastrophic defeat for the British commander who carefully 

planned four goals to end the war on this date with his almost 20,000 elite British and German warriors 

against General Lafayette who had only 2,250 troops and 50 Oneida Indian scouts. The goals were:    

 

   Step 1:  Capturing this foreign volunteer and his armed forces at Barren Hill, 

Step 2:  Then quickly invading Valley Forge with his fifteen powerful Howitzer cannons to force             

the surrender of General Washington,  

Step 3:  Putting a tragic end to the American Revolution with the prosecution of General    

Washington and ending his life by a firing squad,  

      Step 4:  Sending the “boy general” Lafayette back to French King Louis XVI in disgrace.   

       

     Gilbert Motier the Marquis de Lafayette was born one of the wealthiest persons in France. As an orphan 

who lost his father in a battle during the Seven Years War when he was only two years old, the child lived in 

a beautiful chateau mansion in the country. When he turned thirteen, his mother sent him to attend a private 

school in Paris. The youngster toured and admired his beautiful neighborhood, but the more he observed 

other sections of the city, the more he found neighborhoods damaged by crowding, poverty, and run-down 

housing.  Children were poorly clothed and fed. He learned that the price of food such as bread was so 

expensive he felt that something should be done by the King of France who had the power but not the 

passion to help the poor. Sadly, wealthy citizens became wealthier, poor citizens became poorer. His nation 

was heading toward a revolution at the same time the American colonies were heading toward their 

revolution. As a teenager, he joined the French army and became a cavalier for the king. Then he heard that 

there was a rebel patriot leader named George Washington who became the commanding officer of the 

American Continental Army. America was organizing to declare its independence from Great Britain which 

was also governed by a monarchy. While doing research, he got hold of a copy of the Declaration of 

Independence and was deeply moved as he read the following written by Thomas Jefferson:  

 

We hold these truths to be self evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 

Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 

Happiness. That to secure these rights Governments are instituted among Men deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed, that whenever any Form of government becomes 

destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it and institute new 
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Government laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form as to 

them shall seem most likely to affect their Safety and Happiness. 

 

      This was Lafayette’s clarion call to action. He was impressed with the advantages of change in his 

government such as thoughts of abolishing dirty run-down housing, runaway inflation, and all forms of 

criminal behavior by replacing the corrupt monarchy of his nation with the same political and social 

foundations expressed in the Declaration. He wasted no time. The Marquis secretly joined the American 

army. He wanted to observe and learn how he could rebel against his nation to end the French monarchy 

with the same results General Washington planned to end the British monarchy.  He became a major general, 

the youngest and one of the brightest combat leaders in the American colonial army. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

      His conduct at Whitemarsh Township, Pennsylvania has become the greatest example of his willingness 

to sacrifice his life for the greatest cause. On the 18th of May 1778 General Washington sent Lafayette on a 

mission to determine whether British General William Howe planned to invade him and his army at Valley 

Forge and end the war with a British victory for King George III, or would the British commander evacuate 

his army from Philadelphia and move on to occupy New York. The teenage volunteer would be dangerously 

outnumbered with command of only 2,200 troops and 50 Oneida Indian scouts if they were discovered.   

General Washington had no more than 3,000 troops for his defense. The British and Germans had almost 

20,000! But this was Sir William’s secret. Washington thought there were only 10,000 stationed in 

Philadelphia.  

 

 

               General Howe was scheduled to leave for London on May 23 to appear before the House of Commons to 

explain why after three years as commander he failed to end the Revolutionary War with a victory for the 

king. He remembered attending the court martial of British Admiral John Byng in 1759 who was defeated in 

a naval battle against the French navy during the Seven Years’ War. Because the French won the 

engagement with the destruction of the British navy, Admiral Byng as commander faced a firing squad 

because he did not do his utmost to win the battle. Sir William could face the same fate. After three years as 
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commander of the British army, he had failed do his utmost to win the campaign against George Washington 

and the rebellious colonies. But now he had the chance to save himself from prosecution. He planned to 

capture the twenty-year-old French volunteer officer at Barren Hill and move on to Valley Forge only a 

dozen miles away and capture General George Washington. Sir William had the manpower and firepower 

supported by the fifteen Howitzer cannons. This incredible power included almost 20,000 elite, battle-tested 

troops. They were more than enough to conquer Valley Forge. 

 

               One spy was a counter-agent who immediately reported to Sir William that the twenty-year-old “boy” 

General Lafayette was encamped at two places. One was on Ridge Pike and the other was two miles away 

across from the cemetery of Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church on Church Street, Barren Hill. This was his 

permanent camp only a dozen miles away from Sir William and his army at Philadelphia. 

 

               General Howe could not believe his luck! Now he could end the three-year war with a victory for King 

George III! The leaders of the revolution would be tried and punished according to British law. And the 

thirteen colonies would remain in British hands as commonwealths like Canada and New Zealand. And 

General William Howe would become England’s greatest hero. He and four other generals—all five were 

among the ablest and most experienced tacticians on both sides of the War for Independence—planned a 

brilliant strategy to trap and capture the Marquis and end the Revolutionary War on May 20, 1778. 

 

    On the late evening of May 19, British and German troops began their maneuver with 8,000 of them led 

by General James Grant. They marched twenty miles in a wide flanking movement from 4th and Market 

Streets in Philadelphia toward Old York Road and on to Whitemarsh Township. The troops cut off 

Lafayette’s rear escape route at Butler Pike. The next morning on the 20th of May, 4,000 troops commanded 

by General Charles Grey marched along Germantown Pike, then on to Chestnut Hill and cut off Lafayette’s 

left flank and 4,000 troops led by Generals Howe, Von Knyphausen, and Clinton proceeded along Ridge 

Pike from Roxborough and cut off Lafayette’s right flank and frontal positions. They advanced toward the 

cemetery of Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church on Church Street to close the trap. 

 

    On the afternoon of May 20, a surprised Lafayette saw that he and his entire detachment were completely 

surrounded by the five generals and their awesome forces poised for a final strike. A cry of panic went up 

among some of his men, but with the instinct of a born tactician and the coolness of an unruffled Super Bowl 

quarterback, the young lion gathered several hundred picked troops at the churchyard of Saint Peter’s 

Lutheran Church, reversed his front and marched them against the British army of General Grant to his rear. 

General Lafayette led the charge with soldiers and Indians hiding behind wild-growing scrubby vegetation 

supporting the assault while yelling loudly, swinging tomahawks, using bows, arrows, and spears guerilla-

style, starting from the churchyard of Saint Peter’s Lutheran Church. A confused British General James 

Grant halted his advance and gathered his officers for an assessment of this bold counterattack. This was the 

hesitation Lafayette needed. He retrieved his men from this feint and followed behind the soldiers from the 

main encampment area. They navigated down a pathway parallel to present-day Lafayette Pike towards 

Conshohocken and across the Schuylkill River at Matson’s Ford to the safety of the high ground in present-

day West Conshohocken. General Grant tried to cut him off during the flight to the Ford, but General 

Lafayette and his warriors had escaped on the safe side of the river.  Unfortunately, six Oneidas and three 

American soldiers were killed during the crossing. These heroes are buried at the cemetery of Saint Peter’s 

Lutheran Church where tourists are welcome to visit. An American flag waves at each burial site. 
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    General Charles Grey resumed his maneuver and believed he had Lafayette trapped at the churchyard. By 

the time he moved in for the snare, Lafayette was gone! He had outfoxed the generals and their formidable 

army.  Howe’s forces—once keyed up and confidently poised for a quick, devastating blow—were reduced 

to a weary and disappointed array of soldiers.  Realizing that the “boy” as they called him had pulled off one 

of the most spectacular escapes in the annals of military history, they marched back to Philadelphia 

disappointed without even a single prisoner. 

 

     The enemy was weary and frustrated. Sir William knew he could not attack Valley Forge because he had 

not enough military provisions such as a stock of food, and he needed to rest his exhausted army. General 

Grant was tied up at Matson’s Ford too far away. They all returned to Philadelphia without their quarry. In 

fact, the British and German armies marched out of Philadelphia on June 18 toward New York, and 

Washington’s army marched into the capital city on June 19. Lafayette had accomplished his mission. Sir 

William, however, advised his army never to discuss the failed mission to capture Lafayette and Washington 

and to put an end to the American Revolution. Nor did he ever make a report about his casualties either dead 

or wounded during Lafayette’s counterattack beyond the cemetery. In other words, the Battle of Barren Hill 

never existed! Indeed, he was concerned that the embarrassment would threaten his life at a court martial, 

like Admiral Byng. His code of secrecy about the entire Barren Hill event lasted for 219 years until a retired 

high school teacher of American history at the Methaction High School named Roy Cini Cusumano was the 

first historian worldwide ever to expose the secret of the truth about General William Howe’s failure to win 

the war. It was a contradiction of his denial before members of the House of Commons at London when he 

claimed it was an absurd idea to invade Valley Forge, when in reality he had tried but failed. It was first 

described in the historian’s essay published on the front page of the Norristown Times Herald on October 1, 

1997. 

 

      Never in the annals of military history worldwide has a battle like this one been recorded. In fact, it has 

also has been the most accurate and comprehensive research report about Barren Hill ever published. And in 
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no other time in world history of more than three thousand years of warfare that included military 

commanders Ramses II, Julius Caesar, Alexander the Great, Hannibal, and Napoleon was there equalled the 

victory, not only by a military leader named General George Washington, but also by a twenty-year-old 

foreign volunteer who feigned a counter-attack to his rear, using not conventional methods of warfare, but 

guerilla tactics which contributed to his battlefield victories during the rest of the war. 

 

     But Lafayette’s contributions do not end with this battle. The British under a new commander, General 

Lord Cornwallis, quickly concentrated on a southern strategy to end the war. It was an effective strategy that 

threatened the American plan for a democratic government. General Lafayette believed that General 

Washington was on the verge of finally losing the Revolutionary War unless some plan could save him. 

 

    Wasting no time, he asked Congress for leave to return to France. His plan was to recruit a French army 

and navy. It took him almost a year to convince the King of France and his Ministers to send General 

Washington 5,500 crack French troops, badly needed loans to pay for Washington’s forces, and a navy of 20 

battleships to fight the British navy. It worked! In July 1780, French commanding general the Count de 

Rochambeau landed on American soil with his troops; Admiral De Grasse arrived with his navy from the 

Caribbean in August 1781 for the final sea battle of the war. The British could not escape by land nor could 

they escape by sea. After ten days of bombardment by French and American cannons, General Cornwallis 

surrendered at Yorktown, Virginia. And General Washington won the greatest battle ever fought by mankind 

to overthrow a despotic monarchy on October 19, 1781. John Adams admitted this fact as reported in his 

biography, written by prize-winning historian David McCullough, that without the help of the French army 

and navy, General Washington could not have won the war at Yorktown. 

 

      Lafayette returned to France and in 1789 began work on “The Declaration of the Rights of Man” which 

he proposed on July 11, 1789. Thomas Jefferson was with him in Paris to advise him how to write the final 

draft.  Lafayette read it on the floor of the National Assembly in Paris. Adopted on August 26, 1789, his 

Declaration was the opening document that over time convinced the French government to accept American-

style democracy as we know it today. Lafayette’s dream came true. The American influence never 

disappeared. It has been spreading to many other nations throughout all seven continents. It was indeed 

worth risking his life in every battle as a volunteer serving under his adoptive father General Washington.  

Even the British and German systems of government today have accepted American-style democracy. And it 

all began on May 20, 1778 here at Whitemarsh Township and ended at Conshohocken, Pennsylvania not far 

away from Lafayette Pike.  

 

Editor’s note:  The speech was read in Mr. Cusumano's absence in Lafayette Hill, PA before a packed house 

on May 29, 2018 by Whitemarsh Township representative Kate M. Harper.  Rudy Cusumano is a long-time 

AFL member who now resides in France and is the author of The Mock Court Martial of British General Sir 

William Howe. 

 

 

 

 

 



Newsletter  19  friendsoflafayette.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lafayette Day in Georgia 
by Richard L. Ingram, Lafayette Alliance 

 

Plumes of musket fire launched Lafayette Day in LaGrange, Georgia, Thursday morning, September 

6, 2018, and Thomas Jefferson concluded the day sabering the birthday cake, its smokeless candles 

nonetheless triggering fire alarms and summoning fire trucks. 

The LaGrange Community Band numbering nearly twenty-five opened with the national anthems of 

France and the United States.  Mayor Jim Thornton gave welcoming comments, followed by Lafayette 

Alliance member Sandy Lee and the reading of Governor Nathan Deal’s Lafayette Day Proclamation 

establishing every September 6 as Georgia’s day to celebrate Lafayette.  Alliance members Kathryn 

Mathews and George Henry made the case for why Lafayette matters and the difference he makes.  Kathryn 

Miner, representing the office of the French Cultural Attaché at Atlanta, spoke to the longstanding friendship 

between France and the United States.  The ceremony was capped by wreath-laying and a musket salute by 

the Sons of the American Revolution. 

The evening’s banquet was curated by renowned Chef Jamie Keating, with Champagne 

accompanying appetizers and wine for the main event.  Lafayette sent his regards and his regrets.  He could 

not attend and recommended instead his good friend Thomas Jefferson.  Mr. Jefferson said things of 

Lafayette which perhaps modesty would have prevented Lafayette from saying about himself.  Mr. Jefferson 

also attended the wine-tasting event the following night.  He christened the evening by sabering the 

Champagne.      
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Lafayette Trivia 
 

Question:  Did you miss the opening of Fort Fayette in Pittsburgh? 

 

by Ernest & Janet Sutton 

 

 

 In case you missed the opening of Fort Fayette in Pittsburgh, here is a full report of the festivity in 

the Saturday, June 2, 1792, issue of The New-York Journal, & Patriotic Register under the dateline: 

American Occurrences, Pittsburgh May 19th:   
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American Occurrences (front page) June 2, 1792 issue 

The New-York Journal, & Patriotic Register  

 

 

 

 The fort began last winter at this place stands on the Alleghany river, within 100 yards 

of the bank, on a beautiful rising ground, about one quarter of a mile higher up than the old 

garrison of Fort Pitt.  It is completely stockaded in, and one range of barracks built, a 

block house in one of the angles finished, and the remainder in forwardness.  Capt. Hughes 

of the 2nd United States Regiment, commands the fort, which, last Saturday, the 12th of 

May, was named ‘Fort Fayette.’  The ceremonial was as follows:  About 2 o’clock, the 

America flag of fifteen stripes was hoisted on a staff of 92 feet in height.  The company 

assembled, consisting of the principal gentlemen of the town, were invited to a cold 

collation, and a glass of wine; At the first toast, two pieces of ordnance were discharged, 

old double fortified twelve pounders, brought to the place originally by the French, then 

acquired by the British, and from them by us---at these discharges the fort received its 

name---then a treble discharge in honor of the President of the United States, and fifteen 

rounds for the fifteen states. 

 Thursday last a detachment of troops arrived here from the lower parts of this of this 

state under the command of Captain Edward Butler. 
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In the area known today as the Golden Triangle of Pittsburgh, the outline of Fort 

 Duquesne can be seen within Fort Pitt at the point in the foreground. 

Fort Fayette was located near the 3rd bridge on the left at 9th Street. 

 

 

 
Fort Fayette line drawing. 

 (Library & Archives, Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh) 
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            Following the American Revolutionary War, hostilities continued between the Northwest Indian 

Confederation, often called “The Hessians of the West,” and the Americans in the Ohio country. After three 

failed campaigns in 1784, 1790, and 1791, to stabilize the Ohio country, President George Washington 

approved a new fort near the former location of Fort Duquesne and later Fort Pitt at the junction of the 

Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers forming the Ohio River where Pittsburgh is located today.   With a 

festive opening, the fort was commissioned on May 12, 1792, as “Fort Fayette” at 9th street.  

The fort served as a supply center for Fort McIntosh located downstream on the Ohio River near 

modern day Beaver, Pennsylvania during the Northwest Indian War, aka Little Turtle’s War.  Eventually 

General “Mad” Anthony Wayne, a colleague of General Lafayette, was named commander of the Legion of 

the United States.  Initially recruited in Pittsburgh, the Legion remained cantoned at Fort Fayette from June 

1792 to November 1792 before final training 22 miles downstream at Legionville.  His campaign started 

April 23, 1793 and concluded with the defeat of the Northwest Indian Confederation at the Battle of Fallen 

Timbers near present day Toledo, Ohio, on August 20, 1794.  

Later the fort was a staging area for the Corps of Discovery under Captains Lewis and Clark in 1803. 

Then again during the War of 1812, the fort served as a supply base for Commodore “Don’t Give Up the 

Ship!” Oliver Hazard Perry and supported his final victory over the British on Lake Erie with the USS 

Niagara, on September 12, 1813. 

 

Question 1 of 2:  Why was Fort Fayette decommissioned in 1814? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lafayette Trivia Question 2:  Lafayette in Color? 

 

School bus yellow.   Fire engine red.  Avocado green.  Harvest gold. These phrases describing color 

immediately bring a vision of a particular shade, hue, taste, and even mood.   Colors, like clothes and hair 

styles, go in and out of fashion.   “Turkey Red” was popular in the 19th century, when as the first colorfast 

dye, it arrived from the country of Turkey.  “Nile Green” was a favorite color during the prohibition years of 

the Roaring 20’s, when all things Egyptian were fashionable after the discovery by British archaeologist 

Howard Carter of the intact tomb of the 18th Dynasty Pharaoh Tutankhamun (King Tut) in November 1922.    

 

In 1780, Lafayette returned to American on the frigate Hermione bringing news that King Louis XVI 

was sending a French Army “Expédition particulière,” under the command of General Rochambeau, to 

America.  Seventy days after leaving Brest, France, his flagship Duc de Bourgogne dropped anchor July 11, 

1780, in Newport Harbor, Rhode Island.  To honor our French Alliance, General Washington used the blue 

and white Royal Colors of France.  He directed that the Continental Army’s cannons be painted in light blue 

and that the army tricorn hat be decorated with a white ribbon sewed around its upper edge.  These French 

Royal Colors not only honored our alliance but reminded every American soldier that France was by their 

side fighting for our independence.  On October 19, 1781, General Cornwallis surrendered his British and 

German troops to the Allied American and French troops at the siege of Yorktown.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolutionary_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_McIntosh_(Pennsylvania)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ohio_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Wayne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Fallen_Timbers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Fallen_Timbers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lewis_and_Clark_Expedition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commodore_(USN)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Hazard_Perry


Newsletter  24  friendsoflafayette.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Valley Forge Artillery Park with cannons painted in the French Royal Color of light blue 

 

 
Continental Army Tricorn trimmed in The French Royal Color of White  

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=nXr01iI7&id=6F02236A7962390A0269E67298101AAEE8218533&thid=OIP.nXr01iI7k7TtWXoU0Tt2MQHaEP&mediaurl=http://renoutfitters.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/tricorne.jpg&exph=258&expw=450&q=tricorne&simid=608008496178136847&selectedIndex=20&qpvt=tricorne
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Infantryman from Rochambeau’s Army wearing a black-ribbon trimmed tricorn 

with a Triple Alliance cockade:  White (France), Black (America) and Red (Spain). 

The Continental Army Tricorn used a black cockade, then later a Union Cockade of black and white 

recognizing our alliance with France.   

 

 

Question 2 of 2: What color is historically associated with the Marquis de Lafayette? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWERS ON PAGE 80-83 
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Sowing The Seeds For The Bicentennial Of Lafayette’s Farewell Tour Today 
by Peter Reilly 

 

Why should anybody want to have an event that commemorates the way that people commemorated 

something? Someone involved in public history told me that our project to celebrate the bicentennial of 

Lafayette’s Farewell Tour 1824-1825 seemed kind of meta - a memory of memory.  That might be fair, but 

the Farewell Tour has historic significance in its own right as perhaps the event that marks the transition 

from the Founding generation to those who spent their entire lives as citizens of the United States of 

America. 

 

That PC Stuff 

 

And of course, there is the notion that celebrating those people who tolerated slavery, oppression of 

women and injustice to the indigenous people is altogether inappropriate in our enlightened era.   

 

There is nothing new about that sentiment.  William Lloyd Garrison did a ceremonial burning of the 

Constitution in 1854 because of its sanctioning of slavery, and Frederick Douglas in 1852 invited to do a 

Fourth of July speech congratulated the audience on achieving their independence and asked why that should 

mean anything at all to a black man. 

 

Here is the only answer I have to our contemporaries making those sorts of objections when the 

subject of honoring the Founders arises.  The notion that governments are established to secure the inherent 

rights of people to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness and that they derive their just powers from the 

consent of the governed might have had some history as a philosophical abstraction, but having practical 

statesmen actually organize a society around those principles was an extraordinary breakthrough. 

 

From 2018, we can look at what they did not address - slavery and racism being high on the list.  

Clearly their perception of who constituted “the people” was too narrow.  But we must not congratulate 

ourselves for that perception; we see further because we stand on their shoulders. 

 

So the bicentennial is a thing and when the antifa protesters show up we should all shake hands with 

them for continuing the great traditions. 

 

The Ball Is Rolling - Let’s Keep It Rolling 

 

The bicentennial project will not work unless we stage many warm-up events over the next several 

years.  Last Labor Day Weekend (September 1 and September 2, 2018), we held the first two: a community 

event at the Rider Tavern in Charlton, MA, where Lafayette stopped on his way back from Boston to New 

York in September 1824, and a reenactment of a generic Worcester County 1824 stop at Old Sturbridge 

Village. 

 

Both types of events have merit, but the reenactment is not something that is easily replicated.  Old 

Sturbridge Village was probably the ideal place.  It portrays a small town around 1840, which is about as 

close as you are going to get.  There are many reenactors of all sorts floating around.  When it comes to the 
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Civil War, don’t get them started.  You will find multiple reenactment groups for particular regiments, 

however circa 1824 Massachusetts militia, though, maybe not so much.  We had it at OSV. 

 

Arranging the OSV event fell heavily on Alan Hoffman with support from myself in hounding them 

and Dorothea (Deedy) Jensen in scripting.  It was mainly a matter of us convincing them that we had a good 

Lafayette in Ben Goldman.  OSV took it from there with Alan giving an introductory speech in the meeting 

house. 

 

So if you have an organization that replicates an early 19th century town in your neighborhood, let’s 

go call on them, but I don’t think there are too many of those floating around.  What I want you to do is start 

lighting the spark for events like the one we held in Charlton. 

 

Your Local Historical Society 

 

I think the Charlton event can provide a model for us to promote.  The essence of the Charlton event 

was not to have an authentic recreation of Lafayette’s greeting in 1824 at the still extant Rider Tavern.  

Rather it was to create a celebration of Lafayette that captures the spirit of the 1824/25 Tour.  It might seem 

a little hokey, but the conceit was that Lafayette had taken a wrong turn on the Stafford Turnpike and 

wandered into the 21st Century. 

 

Aspects of the 1824-1825 tour were to fill Lafayette in on how well we had done since he helped us 

achieve independence, to express the debt we felt to him, and to honor our own veterans and the special 

relationship between the United States and France.  We managed to work all that in and more. 

 

I think the Charlton event incorporated the elements of one of Lafayette’s brief stops.  While waiting 

for Lafayette to arrive, the crowd received instruction on the importance of Lafayette and the appropriate 

way to greet him.  That was handled by former President of the Charlton Historical Society Frank Morrill, 

Alan Hoffman, Chuck Schwam and Deedy Jensen. 

 

Lafayette’s approach was signalled with a musket shot.  He was escorted by Sons of the American 

Revolution color guard which fired a musket salute.  Reenactors of French soldiers were standing guard.  

There was an invocation and speeches by a state senator and a state representative.  Julien Icher also greeted 

Lafayette. 

 

Lafayette was individually introduced to several World War II veterans who were seated in the front 

row.  Then members of various community organizations came forward to greet Lafayette.  I think the 

Colonial Craftsmen, a Masonic group took the cake.  They had a letter from the Grand Master inviting 

Lafayette to rededicate the Bunker Hill Monument.  They still have Lafayette’s apron. 

 

There were closing words, Lafayette spoke about the friendship of the United States and France, and 

we finished up with La Marseillaise. 
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Didn’t Build That 

 

I ended up getting a lot of credit for this event from both the Charlton Historical Society, which was 

very pleased with the number of visitors to the Rider Tavern, and the American Friends of Lafayette.  I’m 

willing to take some of it, but it is mainly the credit for thinking of it.  The actual execution reminds me a bit 

of Elizabeth Warren’s famous “You didn’t build that” phrase where she points out to entrepreneurs that the 

infrastructure that exists that allows them to create businesses didn’t just happen and needs their support.  

The elements to create Lafayette events are there waiting for you, and in creating the event you will be 

supporting them.   

 

I’m going to give you a pretty complete accounting of the thinking, effort and money that went into 

the project. I think it is something that many AFL members could pull off.  There is effort and some stress 

involved, but at least in my case no hard work.  I worried a lot, but other than that did not have to do 

anything that I did not enjoy. 

 

The Venues 

 

Lafayette stopped at four places in my immediate neighborhood in 1824.  I decided that Worcester, a 

major city, was too much to start with.  Worcester was crisscrossed by Lafayette (late summer 1824 on his 

way back to New York City from Boston and late spring 1825 on the way to dedicate Bunker Hill.  I’m 

going to start working on Worcester in June 2019 soon). 

 

There is a marker in Leicester.  I was hoping to get something going with the Episcopal Church and 

the Leicester Historical Society, but did not quite connect. 

 

That left Sturbridge and Charlton.  As noted, Sturbridge was relatively easy.  They do events like the 

Lafayette reception almost every day.  And it happened that our event coincided with their militia weekend, 

which was really a stroke of luck.  Alan, however, dealt with getting our Lafayette in place and other details.  

Deedy Jensen also met with them to work on scripting. 

 

Rider Tavern ended up being what I focused my energy on. 

 

Recruiting The Venue 

 

We already had a relationship with Charlton Historical Society thanks to Julien Icher, who featured 

Rider Tavern in his accounts of the Lafayette Trail.  I met with the board of Charlton Historical Society and 

got them to commit to an event including a time.  I joined the Charlton Historical Society.  Also recognizing 

that there would be some absolutely necessary expenses of them putting on the event, I made a donation of 

$500.  I knew that would cover a police officer directing traffic and some other random stuff. 

 

I think that having a proposed format might have made things a little easier.  So now you do, too. 
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Charlton Historical Society Comes Through 

 

A local historical society will tend to have people who are pretty well connected locally,  at least that 

is the way it is in a small New England town.  Frank Morrill, former President of the Charlton Historical 

Society, took care of getting the State Senator and the State Representative to the event.  He also handled the 

Police Department - getting a paid detail officer on the scene for traffic control and arranging for permission 

for the discharge of black powder weapons.  

 

The historical society kicked into high gear in the weeks before the event. They arranged for the free 

printing of a program, something I had despaired of, an adequate number of chairs for the people who really 

needed to be sitting down,  the mowing of the militia field across the road from the Rider Tavern, and my 

number one worry - a handicapped access porta-potty.  They kept telling me that the three bathrooms in the 

Rider Tavern would be sufficient, but, given the projected average age of the crowd, bathrooms were my 

number one concern. 

 

The most impressive thing they came through with was the World War II veterans.  I thought that I 

had achieved a lot by tracking down a single World War II veteran to interact with Lafayette.  They came up 

with five more, including a recipient of the Legion of Honor.  I had leaned on the VFW, which made a great 

contribution to the event; but what I had forgotten was that not all, or even most, of the World War II 

veterans joined the VFW. 

 

According to Frank Morrill who has been with CHS for over forty years, the September 1 Lafayette 

event was the most action he has ever seen at Rider Tavern.  I think that if you are trying to recruit a venue, 

Frank will be a really good reference. 

 

Willing To Take No For An Answer 

 

I believed that in order to make the event work, there had to be enough participants.  So I asked more 

than were needed and it worked out.  I was turned down by our Congressman, Senators, and the Governor 

(Although the Governor’s office did send us a citation).  I was a little disappointed by the National Guard 

(There is a special form to be filled out to request military participation).  I was not able to get through to the 

Massachusetts Society of Cincinnati. 

 

I struck out with the Scouts.  Feedback I received was that it was because of the September 1 date.  

The only school-related group I went for was a JROTC unit and had no luck there. 

 

What we ended up with was quite ample though to make a full event.  I kept checking in with the 

groups to make sure they were on board, and a couple of times they checked in with me. 

 

A last minute burst of recruiting that paid off was wandering around the “Redcoats and Rebels” 

weekend at Old Sturbridge Village. Pretty spontaneously, half a dozen reenactors of French regiments of the 

American Revolution showed up at our event.  They ended up standing guard. 
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The Crisis-Better Lucky Than Good 

 

I was sure that there was going to be something and there was.  Rider Tavern has a great sound 

system, but we were doing an outdoor event across the street.  Somebody thought that there would be a way 

to connect to the sound system and have the speakers in the windows (or something like that).  A week 

before the event, it was determined that this would not work. 

 

So I went online and found Worcester Sound & Light.  For $850 we had a sound truck which 

provided all the music (they had the tunes that we needed in their library) and amplification for the speakers. 

As far as I could tell, everybody loved the sound truck. 

 

I covered that too.  So all in for not much more than the cost of attending a Lafayette weekend, I got 

to throw my own.  Of course the AFL covered the cost of Lafayette (Ben Goldman). 

 

No Rehearsal 

 

Frank, Alan, Deedy, the CHS board and I were able to finalize the program at a meeting a couple of 

weeks before.  None of the groups attended the meeting, although some checked in. 

 

So I was worried on Saturday.  I was really pleased at the work CHS had done when I saw the 

podium and the chairs.  By 2:00 PM or so most of the Sons of the American Revolution were there in 

uniforms with muskets and we worked out the logistics of where Lafayette would be hiding, so to speak, and 

how the escort and announcing musket shot would be handled.  Did everything go as planned?  Well who’s 

gonna know? 

 

If you can arrange for a rehearsal, that would be great, but it might not be possible. 

 

From Here 

 

I would estimate that the minimum lead time you need starting from scratch is four months. I am 

aiming for these Massachusetts towns: Northampton, the Brookfields, Ware, Worcester and Bunker Hill in 

June.  It would be something if I got all of them, but two would be great.  If anybody can join me in those, I 

would greatly appreciate your help. 

 

Here are some other targets, 2019 is an odd numbered year so we will go with 1825 Farewell Tour 

dates. 

 

February-March - North Carolina 

March - South Carolina, Georgia 

March April - Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri Illinois 

May - Tennessee, Indiana, Kentucky, Ohio, Virginia, Pennsylvania 

June - New York (Buffalo to Albany- Note Julien has worked this route), Massachusetts, Maine, 

New Hampshire, Vermont 

July - New Jersey, Delaware, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia 
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August- Mount Vernon 

September- DC 

 

Please call me and we can work with Alan and Julien to identify venues that you can pitch to get the 

ball rolling. 

 

I think we will need more Lafayettes. I’m sure there are those that would differ, but I think that local 

amateur actors can be recruited and scripted. 

 

The Film Crew 

 

I managed to get Interlock Media to professionally film the Charlton event.  I believe that the 

resulting product - available soon - will help us pitch other groups. I don’t think that is a necessary expense 

for every event. 

 

 

 
General View of Chartlton Event with Chuck, Alan, Julien, Deedy, and Lafayette 
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Setting the Scene 
by Alan R. Hoffman 

 

On the invitation of Congress and President James Monroe, General Lafayette sailed from Le Havre, 

France on the American merchant ship Cadmus in July 1824 for the United States of America, his adoptive 

country. Although he had last visited these shores in 1784 after the Treaty of Paris formally ended the 

American Revolution which he had shared the glory of winning on the battlefield, this visit – 40 years later – 

produced a fervid outpouring of affection from the American people for the last surviving Major General of 

their Revolution. During his 13-month “Farewell Tour,” he visited all 24 states, where he was celebrated and 

honored on an almost daily basis. There were parades of militia and children, festivals, banquets, speeches, 

balls, triumphal arches built in his honor, dedications of public monuments – he helped to lay the 

cornerstone of the Bunker Hill Monument in Charlestown, Massachusetts in June 1825 – and “meet and 

greets” with the people who came to pay their respects to and to touch the “Nation’s Guest” as he was 

commonly called during his extended visit.  

 

Who was Lafayette? Why did his visit generate the outpouring of emotion that it did? Gilbert du 

Motier de Lafayette was born to an aristocratic family on September 6, 1757 in the Auvergne region of 

France. He came from a long line of military figures: an ancestor fought in the Crusades, another fought with 

Joan of Arc against the British, and his father had been killed by the British in the Seven Years’ War in 

1759. Having received a classical education and being inspired by our Revolution and its republican ideals, 

Lafayette obtained a commission in the Continental Army from Silas Deane, America’s representative in 

Paris, in late 1776. In April 1777, not yet 20 years old, Lafayette sailed for America on a ship purchased and 

provisioned with his own funds. Commissioned as a major general, he met Washington in Philadelphia in 

the summer of 1777 and joined his ragtag troops in Pennsylvania. 

 

 In his earliest involvement in the Revolutionary War, Lafayette displayed prudent judgment in war 

councils and courage on the battlefield, and he quickly became a dear friend and trusted confidant of 

Washington. In September 1777 shortly after his 20th birthday, he was wounded at the Battle of the 

Brandywine, Pennsylvania, where he impressed his American comrades with his personal courage and 

sangfroid. These qualities led Washington to petition Congress to grant Lafayette command of a division in 

the Continental Army, and Congress authorized the command in December 1777. Washington also relied on 

Lafayette’s diplomatic skills. In the summer of 1778, during the Rhode Island campaign, Lafayette mediated 

a “truce” between feuding allies, after New Hampshire’s General John Sullivan accused General-Vice 

Admiral Charles-Henri, Count d’Estaing, who had arrived with a French naval squadron, with leaving the 

scene of an invasion.  

 

During a lull in the War, Lafayette returned to France in early 1779 to lobby King Louis XVI and his 

ministers for more material aid, loans, French troops, and the return of the French fleet to the United States. 

The French Ministry eventually approved his plan, and Lafayette returned to America in 1780. He was 

followed by General Rochambeau and 5,000 French troops, who arrived in Newport, Rhode Island with a 

small naval squadron in July 1780. In April 1781, Lafayette brought the 1,200 continental troops under his 

command to Virginia. In his famous “Virginia Campaign,” he began a lasting friendship with Thomas 

Jefferson, removed the stores of munitions from Richmond just before the arrival of British forces, and 

harassed Cornwallis’ superior forces in a war of skirmishes until, at long last, major help arrived in 
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September 1781. At this time Lafayette was joined by Washington and the troops under his command, 

French forces under General Rochambeau, and the French West Indian fleet, having arrived with additional 

French troops. Together they defeated the British Army at Yorktown and effectively ended the shooting war.  

 

Now, 43 years after Yorktown and 40 years after his last visit to the United States, Lafayette, “Hero 

of Yorktown,” was returning to his adoptive land. The interim period had not been so kind to him. One of 

the leaders of the early phases of the French Revolution – co-author of the French Declaration of the Rights 

of Man and Citizen and head of the National Guard in Paris – Lafayette was forced into exile by the radicals 

and imprisoned in Prussia and in Olmutz, Austria from 1792 to 1797. His freedom won by Napoleon, he 

lived as a gentleman farmer at La Grange, his wife’s family’s chateau east of Paris. After participating in the 

legislative assembly during the 100 days of Napoleon’s return in 1815, he was in and out of French politics 

as one of the Liberals elected to the Chamber of Deputies during the Bourbon Restoration and supported 

revolutions at home in France and in Greece and Poland. In early 1824, as the Government of France 

became more ultraroyalist, Lafayette and most of his Liberal colleagues in the Chamber lost their seats and 

he was distinctly “out.”  

 

 
 

Thus, President Monroe’s 1824 invitation came at a propitious moment, and Lafayette accepted it 

readily and sailed for America. His was a party of four: the General; his son, George Washington Lafayette; 

his private secretary, Auguste Levasseur; and his valet, Bastien. Levasseur, a young French officer who had 

been involved in conspiratorial activities against the Crown in the early 1820s, was engaged to send 

dispatches to Lafayette’s Liberal friends in France. It was hoped that the publication of these dispatches 

showing the success of the American experiment would revive the Liberals’ political prospects. Levasseur 

also kept a journal of the trip and published it in 1829 under the title Lafayette in America in 1824 and 1825.  

 

Why did the “Nation’s Guest” engender such a great outpouring of love and admiration during his 

visit? There were a number of reasons. The time was right. It was the “Era of Good Feelings,” James 

Monroe’s mostly successful Presidency.  It was a time of great optimism and pride in the successes that the 

liberated American Colonies had achieved, particularly in the North and the West. As Levasseur described 
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it, there was tremendous pride in population growth along with the growth of manufacturing, agriculture, 

commerce, the arts and sciences, and the spread of public education. It was thought that the republican 

institutions that the Revolution ushered in were the most important cause of the great progress that America 

had made. Thus, there was an intense feeling of gratitude towards the military and political leaders who had 

won the Republic. Moreover, preparations for America’s Jubilee, the 50th Anniversary of Jefferson’s 

Declaration of Independence, had commenced.  

 

At this time of retrospection and celebration, enter General Lafayette who had risked his life, his 

fortune, and his sacred honor and spilled his blood at Brandywine for America’s cause. Unlike the great 

living American leaders whose early brilliance had been dimmed by controversial political careers – John 

Adams, Jefferson and Madison all fall into this category – Lafayette burst on the American scene with his 

reputation largely intact and unsullied. As reflected in many of the welcoming speeches addressed to 

Lafayette, Americans were aware of the vicissitudes of Lafayette’s long career – his role in the French 

Revolution, his imprisonment in the imperial dungeon at Olmutz and his more recent support for European 

and South American revolutions – and they viewed Lafayette’s actions sympathetically and with approval. 

Thus, his 1824–1825 visit became a renewal of his love affair with the American people.  

 

Just prior to a five-month trip he made to America in 1784, which was also marked by displays of the 

American people’s great affection for him, Lafayette wrote a letter to John Adams who questioned why he 

was going.  He could as easily have written this letter about his 1824-1825 visit:  

 

As to my going to America, I first went to join the Revolution  

and not for the war… which in support of the Rights of Mankind had become necessary. Now 

I am going for the people,  

and my motives are, that I love them, and they love me….  

How could I refrain from visiting a Nation whose [sic] I am an adoptive son, and where I 

have experienced so many marks of affection and confidence? ¹ 
 

Lafayette in America covers the General’s 13-month marathon tour through each of the 24 States. 

From the time of his arrival at New York Harbor and the spectacular reception that he received in New York 

City in August 1824 to his departure from Washington City in September 1825 and the farewell address of 

President John Quincy Adams, Levasseur chronicles Lafayette’s pilgrimage and the ecstatic response of the 

American people to his noble persona. The speeches were moving, affectionate tributes to this great adoptive 

American and to the country that he had helped to found. The parades, the banquets, the balls, and the 

triumphal arches all attested to his unmitigated popularity. However, the anecdotes are most telling: for 

example, the near riot in Newburgh, New York after the people learned that Lafayette would have to depart 

without joining in the festivities that they had prepared for him due to the delay caused by his ship’s running 

aground earlier in the day.  As Mrs. Jensen, our next speaker, will describe, Lafayette truly loved the 

American people and they loved him. 

 

 

 
1. Idzerda, Stanley J., ed., Lafayette in the Age of the American Revolution: Selected Letters and Papers, 1776-1790 

(Ithaca, New York, Cornell University Press, 1977-1983), V, p. 214 
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Greeting the Nation's Guest 
by Dorothea (Deedy) Jensen 

 

 
 
 First of all, in case you are wondering why I am dressed like this, let me explain that this is an 

approximation of what a lady might have worn to catch a glimpse of General Lafayette in 1824. The other 

ladies here today are wearing costumes from the 18th century, when the American Revolution took place. 

My dress represents the style of the early 19th century: the time of Lafayette's Farewell Tour. 

 

 Before talking about how the "Nation's Guest" was greeted, however, I want to explain how I learned 

about the Farewell Tour.  I like to think it was a little like young Lafayette's dinner with George III's brother, 

the Duke of Gloucester, who totally disagreed with the king about the American "rebellion." It was this 

conversation which first inspired Lafayette to join our efforts for independence.   

 

 Inspired by a little musical called Hamilton as well as by Longfellow's "Midnight Ride of Paul 

Revere", I couldn't resist putting this key experience into rhyme.  
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 So, listen up, my children, and I'll do my best to tell 

 How a teenaged French aristocrat served all of us so well. 

 Without his help, we might have lost our fight for liberty 

 And we'd still be speaking English like the Brit autocracy.  

 Young Lafayette had dinner with the Brit King’s Bro       

 Who told him the Americans were “good to go.” 

 And as soon as he found out just how we strived for liberty 

 A flame was set alight inside the young marquis. 

 

 Indeed, Lafayette himself said in his memoirs, “When I first heard of [the colonists’] quarrel, my 

heart was enlisted, and I thought only of joining my colors to those of the revolutionaries.”  

 

 On a much smaller scale, I had just such an epiphanous moment myself about Lafayette's Farewell 

Tour. And, believe it or not, it all started with the Apache chief, Geronimo. 

 

 In 1997, I went on a Jane Austen tour in England. This involved long rides on a bus, and we 

entertained each other with stories to pass the time. I told one about my teacher who had met Geronimo as a 

child and he had shaken her hand through the jail bars. For the rest of her life—and she lived to be 105 years 

old—she made a point of shaking hands with all of her students, including me. So right there on that tour 

bus, I boasted that I had shaken hands with someone who shook hands with Geronimo.  

 

 Then a voice came from the front of the bus. "Well, I have been kissed by someone who was kissed 

by someone who was kissed by Lafayette!"  

 

 Of course, the first thing I did was run up to the elderly woman who had said this and ask her to kiss 

me, pointing to my cheek and saying, "Right here, Rita!" After she kissed me, I peppered her with questions. 

It turned out that as a little girl, her great-grandmother had presented Lafayette with a posy on behalf of her 

town, Northampton, Massachusetts, and he had kissed her on the cheek. Or, in old-fashioned terms, he gave 

her a "buss." 

 

 Now I already knew a little about Lafayette because I had written another historical novel for Middle 

Graders/Young Adults about the Revolutionary War, called The Riddle of Penncroft Farm. Because of this, I 

knew some of what he did to help us, but I did NOT know that he returned fifty years after the war began 

and toured all 24 of our states. 

 

 Thus, in 1997 I started researching and reading everything I could find on Lafayette and his Farewell 

Tour. Of course, by far the most exciting thing I learned was that in June, 1825, General Lafayette came 

right by my house! (I like to believe that there might still be Lafayette molecules floating around near my 

home, just as there might be some floating around here, near the Rider Tavern.)  

 

 Because of this, I decided to write a story for Middle Graders and Young Adults about a clever, but 

troubled, teenaged girl living in my town, Hopkinton, NH, who meets Lafayette when he comes through on 

his farewell tour in June, 1825. This meeting—and the buss on her cheek that Lafayette gives her—changes 
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her life in significant ways. Called A Buss from Lafayette, this book for young readers was not released until 

nineteen years after I first heard about the Farewell Tour! 

 

 Before I go on, I would like to sum up the general tone of what happened when he arrived in towns 

by quoting just one bit from the Massachusetts Spy newspaper about Lafayette's reception in Worcester. 

Here's what the newspaper reported: "He was received with a general burst of joy from a large number of 

our citizens." A general burst of joy. What a wonderful phrase! But why was there such a "burst of joy?" 

 

 Most important, he was a living link with the most significant moment in our history: the American 

Revolution. He was a good friend to George Washington, who had died twenty-five years earlier, as well as 

to Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson, and many other Founding Fathers.  He had also been a most 

humane commander who was much loved by his troops.  

 

 Now, remember that at the time of Lafayette's Farewell Tour, the oldest generation still had personal 

memories of the Revolution, and their children—middle-aged by then — had heard their stories, but perhaps 

the grandchildren did not know that much about Lafayette or the Revolutionary War. In fact, apparently 

when President Monroe invited Lafayette to tour as the Guest of the Nation, it was not only to honor him, or 

to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the beginning of the Revolutionary War. Perhaps another purpose was to 

expose a new generation of Americans to the "Spirit of 1776." Like Hamilton is doing today.  

 

 So how did towns greet this "Nation's Guest?" Here's a short description from my historical novel for 

Middle Graders and Young Adults, A Buss from Lafayette, based on eyewitness accounts published at the 

time.  

 

. . .Concord [was] filled to the brim with nearly forty thousand people, more 

than ten times the town’s normal population. Two cannons on the hill back of 

the State House kept firing away, and the church bell of Old North Church rang 

and rang and rang. Ladies and little girls showed up with their arms absolutely 

full of roses to bestow on the Nation’s Guest. . .Then, when the procession with 

the man himself arrived, there was such a frenzy as I have never heard or seen 

in my entire life! Lafayette arrived in a barouche drawn by six white horses, 

followed by a stagecoach carrying his son, and his secretary 

. . .Then came a musical band, with fifes and drums and clarinets. Marching 

behind them were twenty companies of New Hampshire militia. Twenty! It was 

quite a sight, I tell you. 

 

 Many, many towns had parades such as these, and in the larger towns they were even more elaborate, 

with cavalry, marshals, and what the newspapers called "cavalcades" of carriages filled with "important" 

citizens and Revolutionary War veterans from that area. 

  

 Indeed, these veterans of the Revolution usually had a huge emotional impact where ever Lafayette 

went. Here's what happened in Worcester, a scene doubtless repeated in all 24 states.  
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The gray-headed soldiers of the Revolution, in their impatience to salute their 

old comrade in arms. . .pressed up to the coach as it passed along, and extended 

their arms to embrace the object of their affection. . . It was a scene never to be 

forgotten, and many an eye was wet with tears. 

 

 Of course, the general's visit was greeted by much more than tearful remembrances: there were 

plenty of joyful sights and events as well. The towns where he visited were decorated to welcome him with 

arches, evergreens, flags, and celebratory banners. There were gala balls held, which Ladies attended in their 

best finery, wearing ribbons or gloves imprinted with Lafayette's face.  Countless other souvenirs, such as 

dishes, fans, and even fabric, all emblazoned with images of the general, were sold on a grand scale.  

 

 Just as here at the Rider tavern, there were dinners and banquets held, some small, some very large, 

such as the 4,000 who banqueted after the dedication of the Bunker Hill Memorial. (To which, by the way, 

no ladies were invited, although some were allowed to attend the dedication itself.)  

 

 There were endless reception lines, poems read, plays staged, oratorios performed, and songs sung. 

Many of these were written to honor Lafayette and his service to America. (We Granite Staters are 

particularly happy about this, because in one of these songs New Hampshire was called "the Granite State" 

for the very first time!)  

 

 Children, like my friend Rita's great-grandmother, waved flags, strewed flowers, fluttered 

handkerchiefs, and presented posies. Today we don't have any of these things to celebrate Lafayette's arrival. 

What we do have are our voices. 

 

 Keep in mind that the last time that the Nation's Guest arrived here at the Rider Tavern, or anywhere 

else on his tour, mobs of people cheered him wildly. It seems to me that rather than the flowery speeches of 

the officials, this was the most important part of Lafayette's visit.   

 

 This cheering is going to be your role, people. Let's practice a bit to make sure we are ready to 

receive him with the proper "burst of joy!" Hurrah for Lafayette! Hurrah for the Nation's Guest! 

 

 

 

 

 
A Buss from Lafayette, by Dorothea Jensen, is available in print, e-book, and audiobook editions, and has a 

complete teacher's guide. More information can be found at www.abussfromlafayette.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.abussfromlafayette.com/
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The Westward Expansion of the Lafayette Trail 

Celebrating Lafayette in the American Frontier 
 

By Julien Icher 

 

As the Executive Director of The Lafayette Trail, I have resumed my travels across the United States, 

capitalizing on the momentum generated by my participation in the State Visit of French President Emmanuel 

Macron to Washington D.C. Since July 1st, research has been carried out in a number of other states, namely 

New York, Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Missouri, Illinois, Indiana, Virginia and West Virginia. Most of them 

were added to the mapping program, and large efforts have been undertaken to promote the trail to the local 

organizations in charge of historical preservation for their communities.  

Applications were submitted to the William G. Pomeroy Foundation to obtain funding for roadside 

markers in partnership with the Whitehall Historical Society, the town of Saratoga in New York State and the 

National Park Service. 

 On September 27, 2018, the Massachusetts House of Representatives acted favorably on the Bill S. 

2265, which the State Senate had already engrossed. The bill aims to memorialize the footsteps of General 

Lafayette across the Berkshires by requiring the Massachusetts Department of Transportation to erect and 

maintain suitable road markers. Similar actions are being taken in New Hampshire, New York, Kentucky, 

Pennsylvania and Virginia. 

The first three months have been mostly dedicated to the Western journey of Lafayette from St. Louis, 

MO to upstate New York, plus the Hudson Valley portion of his tour from New York City to Albany and Troy 

(September 1824). 

The solidarity of the American Union is the result of a war of Independence at the end of which freedom 

was secured from the British Empire. Eastern states such as Virginia, New York and Massachusetts are home 

to some of the major shrines where the nation was forged. Unlike their eastern counterparts, the newer Western 

states added to the Union in the 1810s and 1820s do not possess Revolutionary War shrines on their soil. 

Consequently, the allegiance to the star-spangled banner and the contribution to the American fabric are 

expressed via different avenues emphasizing how liberty (as a philosophical idea) leads to freedom (English 

word encompassing spatial dynamics that forge a political solidarity based on the idea of liberty). During 

Lafayette’s Tour, the newer Western states, in particular Kentucky, Illinois and Ohio, would set themselves 

apart by picking their own state as an instance of the results of free government. Consistent with the rationale 

of Manifest Destiny, states were being charted as a balance of forces resulting from American freedom, 

therefore fulfilling the promises of the Westward expansion and that of the frontier spirit. 

Using the spread of liberty as the only driving force accounting for the institutions of government in 

what was then the frontier is a marker of the mid-West celebrations of Lafayette’s visit. More than anywhere 

else, liberty was put forward as the main argument accounting for how countrymen are governed in this part 

of the Union. The search for liberty leads to free government and the land that comes with it, freedom, as 

opposed to the despotic regimes governing European kingdoms. It is a repeating theme in addresses given to 

Lafayette in Kentucky as well as in Cincinnati, such as the welcoming address delivered by Joseph S. Benham 

in Cincinnati on May 19th, 1825 afternoon. 
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St. Louis, MO 

Arriving from Louisiana aboard the steamboat Natchez, Lafayette’s vessel first anchored off the 

Carondelet Wharf on April 28th, as it was decided to wait until the next morning before making an entrance 

to the city of St. Louis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Downtown St. Louis has been torn down in the 1930s. The space was later on handed over to the 

federal government. Today, no building remains that Lafayette would have seen. The Indian Mound that 

Lafayette was shown was torn down after the Civil War.  Main, Second and Third streets were done away 

with. The area was used to build the iconic Arch chanting the significance of the Westward expansion. While 

in St. Louis, Lafayette visited prominent citizens including Governor Clark and was entertained at the house 

of Pierre Chouteau, one of the first settlers in the area. He then left the city and proceeded down the Mississippi 

River to Kaskaskia, Illinois. 

Southern Illinois (Kaskaskia and Shawneetown) 

 

In the late 19th century, the Mississippi River shifted eastward to a 

new channel, taking over the narrower and shallower flow of the Kaskaskia 

River. In doing so, it widened the river bed and flooded the area including 

parts of Old Kaskaskia, which Lafayette would have seen. Consequently, 

most of the evidence accounting for Lafayette’s time went hither and yon 

although some contemporary artifacts, including maps, are helpful to shed 

some light on the urban grid of old Kaskaskia at the time of Lafayette’s visit.  

For instance, the photo on the right depicts the dress worn by the daughter of 

Pierre Menard at the ball given in honor of Lafayette in Kaskaskia. 



Newsletter  41  friendsoflafayette.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After visiting Kaskaskia, Lafayette proceeded to Nashville to see 

Andrew Jackson. Returning north, he stopped in Shawneetown on the way 

up the Ohio to Louisville, KY. Shawneetown also suffered from similar 

flooding of the Ohio River. A levee was built to prevent flooding from 

happening in present-day Old Shawneetown. Rawlings’ Hotel, which 

Lafayette visited, still stands by the waterfront, safely nested beyond a 

modern levee. 

 Inside modern Shawneetown’s courthouse is a mural painting 

depicting Shawneetown’s economical life granted by the institutions of free 

government, which are represented by the courthouse in the background. 

Mural painted in 1941 by an artist by the name of Ledyard 

From right to left are depicted agricultural practices, shipping, and manufacturing activities. African-

Americans are shown laboring while a group of Native-Americans is also depicted participating to the life of 

the community. The gentleman looking at the social life of the group from the fore of the vessel anchoring off 

the wharf is General Lafayette, admiring the results of free government, attended by what seems to be an 

elected official, a prominent lady and a military officer.  

 

The Shipwreck of the Mechanic 
On his way from Nashville to Louisville, L’Artizan, also known 

as the Mechanic, the vessel carrying the Nation’s Guest sunk in the 

bosom of the Ohio River. Being rescued on the Kentucky shore near 

Hawesville, Lafayette eventually spent the night on the Kentucky Shore 

and was across the river the following morning near present-day 

Cannelton, where a shrine known as Lafayette Spring now memorializes 

the event. One can see yet another instance of the relentless efforts of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution to memorialize significant events 

in American history, as a DAR plaque can be found on this site today.  

 

Commonwealth of Kentucky 

Resuming his journey past the shipwreck on the Ohio River, 

Lafayette got off the steamboat Paragon at the Portland, KY public 
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wharf, which has since been incorporated into Louisville, KY. From there, he proceeded to downtown 

Louisville, Frankfort, Lexington and Covington, before visiting Cincinnati. 

Upon his departure from Cincinnati, Lafayette made a quick stop in Maysville, where he was received 

on the Fish Street Landing and was entertained at the house of Maurice Langhorne. A mural representing the 

landing was realized in 1998 as part of the Maysville Floodwall Project. 

 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

It is no accident that the people of Losantiville renamed their 

city Cincinnati (the plural form implying that the city is home to 

many Cincinnatus). This action taps into the myth of Cincinnatus, 

the roman fighter who returned to his private life after military 

achievements. It also is a direct connection with George 

Washington and his decision to stand down as a General, therefore 

making the U.S. a democracy and not a tyranny. By calling their 

city Cincinnati, the people of Losantiville celebrate their 

Americanness, their attachment to democracy and root the origins 

of their city in the ideals of the Revolutionary War, while paying 

tribute to their first president. 

Lafayette spent two days in Cincinnati on May 19th and 20th, 

1825. He crossed into Ohio from Covington, KY after having been 

entertained at the house of William Southgate. After having been 

received at the public landing, Lafayette was taken to the Cincinnati 

Hotel, where a ball would be given in his honor later that day. 

Lafayette visited the Old Court House, the Western Museum, the 

Masonic Temple and stayed overnight at the house of Mr. Febiger 

on Vine Street. 
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Western Pennsylvania and New York State 

Lafayette proceeded to Western Pennsylvania and Upstate New 

York, on his way back to Massachusetts to lay the cornerstone of the Bunker 

Hill Monument on June 17th, 1825. He sailed up the Ohio River through 

Gallipolis and Marietta to present-day Wheeling, West Virginia and 

proceeded eastward to Uniontown along the National Road. A wonderful 

artifact that I came across is now kept at Fort Ligonier Museum, in Western 

Pennsylvania. The Washington-Lafayette Pistols were given to George 

Washington by General Lafayette during the Revolutionary War. Upon 

George Washington’s death, they were bequeathed to William Robinson, 

son-in-law of Washington’s nephew. Robinson presented the pistols to 

Andrew Jackson in 1824. During Lafayette’s tour, Jackson showed the 

pistols to Lafayette and his retinue at the Hermitage. Jackson bequeathed the 

pistols to George Washington Lafayette in 1845 and they remained within 

the Lafayette family until they were sold in 1958. The National Rifle 

Association awarded its fourth Gold National Treasure Award to the pistols 

and conducted significant research for the occasion, which was published in 

The American Rifleman.  

From Uniontown, Lafayette proceeded to Pittsburgh and Erie, 

where he was entertained at the house of early settler Judah Colt. Leaving 

Erie, Lafayette proceeded to Dunkirk and Buffalo, NY, on his way to 

Boston, alternating between inland routes and sailing on the Erie Canal. 

The 11 PM anchor of Erie News Now had prepared a story on The Lafayette 

Trail in partnership with our team and with the Erie County Historical 

Society. 

In the 1930s, a federal program known as Works Progress 

Administration (WPA) was put in place by the Roosevelt administration to foster the economy and create jobs 

for American workers. As part of this program, USPS offices mushroomed across the land. Some of them 

were decorated with mural paintings depicting significant events in American history. Across my journey to  

Lafayette meets Gallatin at Friendship Hill, May 27, 1825 

Harry Leigh-Ross, 1939, Masontown’s USPS Post Office  
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the mid-West, I have identified three of them providing instances of how deeply enshrined Lafayette is in the American 

national memory. They are in Shawneetown, IL; Masontown, PA and Washington, PA. Each of them represents the 67-

year-old Lafayette during his Farewell Tour, therefore providing evidence that the 1824 tour is the watershed moment 

used to enshrine Lafayette’s contribution to American Independence as a lasting item in the national memory.  

Lafayette’s visit, painting visible at the Pioneer Grille, 

The George Washington Hotel, Washington, Pennsylvania 

As The Lafayette Trail keeps gaining traction, I cannot help but to thank the 

DAR for their outstanding contribution toward increasing mutual understanding 

between France and the United States, through their many endeavors of interest for our 

bilateral relationship. I would like to extend my most sincere gratitude to the New York 

DAR and to the Kentucky DAR for their unwavering support. Thank you also to the 

General Arthur Saint-Clair Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution for 

awarding me their Good Citizenship Medal, to the Pennsylvania SAR the Kentucky 

SAR and the Governor Isaac Shelby Chapter of the SAR, which awarded me honorary 

membership to their group and expressed a profound interest in working together to 

memorialize the footsteps of 

General Lafayette in the Louisville 

area. Consistent with the 

welcoming addresses and 

ceremonies tendered by their 

brothers to General Lafayette, the masons from the Lexington 

Lodge No. 1 provided The Lafayette Trail with the opportunity to 

give a full report to many important actors involved in historical 

preservation in Kentucky. On one of my last days in the Blue Grass 

State, the Governor of Kentucky bestowed upon me the honors of 

the Kentucky Colonels, officially given by State Senator Tom 

Buford from Kentucky State District 22. I offered to partner with 

the Senator to bring forth a similar piece of legislation as the one 

that was recently adopted in Massachusetts. Overall, no fewer than 

8 articles were published in many newspapers, including in The 

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, The Erie Times, The Meadville Tribune, The Herald-Standard and The Eagle Times. The 

Southern states stretching from Louisiana to North Carolina will be investigated once data has been processed for the 

westernmost portion of The Lafayette Trail. We are continually looking for funding as the trail expands, and we are 

interested in exploring partnerships for permanent markers along the trail. 
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AFL Outreach: Hale-Byrnes House: 

A must visit for Lafayette, Washington, and Revolutionary War enthusiasts    
 

by W. Robert Kelly, Historian 

Casemate Museum 

                    Fort Monroe Authority  

 
 On September 1, 2018, I was invited to attend and speak at a party.  This was not just any party; this 

was a gathering to celebrate the 20th birthday of Marquis de Lafayette and to commemorate a “Council of 

War” that both took place on September 6, 1777.  Located in Stanton, Delaware, just outside of Newark is 

the Hale-Byrnes House.  The Delaware state historical marker in front of the well-preserved, imposing 

masonry home reads:  

George Washington’s “General Staff Headquarters” on September 6, 1777.  Here 

Generals Washington, Lafayette, Wayne, Maxwell, Sullivan, and Greene planned defense of 

Wilmington.  House built circa 1750 by Samuel Hale.  Owner 1776 – Daniel Byrnes – a 

miller and preacher.  Restored by Delaware Society for Preservation of Antiquities.  Donated 

to State in 1971. 

 

 

 

The Delaware Society for the Preservation of Antiquities operates the Hale-Byrnes House 

today.  The Lafayette birthday commemoration evening is just one example of the wide array of 

educational programming offered throughout the year.  This year’s Lafayette birthday event was 

hosted directly behind the home along the tranquil banks of the Christiana River. After a wonderful 

potluck dinner and 18th century period entertainment, I spoke for 45-minutes about Lafayette’s return 

to Tidewater Virginia in 1824 focusing mainly on his time at Fort Monroe.  

I will include a few highlights of my lecture below: 
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Lafayette spent eight days in the Tidewater of Virginia, October 18-25, 1824 one of his longer 

stays in a single geographical area.  After visiting Yorktown, Jamestown, Williamsburg and 

Norfolk, General Lafayette arrived at Fort Monroe on Sunday October 24, 1824. The Norfolk and 

Portsmouth Herald {October 27, 1824} which covered his visit extensively stated, "…the general 

left here {Norfolk} on Sunday afternoon for a visit to Fortress Monroe where he was received with 

highest military honors.”  The General was escorted throughout Fort Monroe by Colonel 

Abraham Eustis, the commanding officer. Later in the evening, Colonel Eustis received Lafayette 

at Quarters No. 1 where he partook of a “handsome cotillion party and spent the evening.”  The 

next morning he received the troops and officers of Fort Monroe and after taking breakfast with 

Colonel Eustis visited the adjacent fortifications of Castle Calhoun (Fort Wool).  

Captain Rufus Baker, an army engineer at Fort Monroe, described Lafayette’s visit in a letter to 

his mother penned just a few days after his visit:   

Gen Lafayette visited our post and stayed all night with us – reviewed our Regiments and 

eat and drank, and then eat and drank again_In fact Mother, He eats like an Alderman 

and always has a keen appetite for duplicate dinners suppers and breakfasts and I am told 

the he considers York River Oysters that fill a tumbler- as mere vegetables. 

Garrisoned only fifteen months prior to Lafayette’s visit, Fort Monroe was still under 

construction. According to 1824 U.S. Army Engineer drawings, the water battery on the east side 

of the Fort had been completed and the majority of the stone walls erected. However, the moat 

remained incomplete, the brick-faced casemates unfinished, only a handful of permanent 

buildings completed, and plans for a hospital only recently finalized. The parade ground had been 

leveled and graded on October 6, 1824, only two weeks prior to his visit.   

Lafayette would have had more than a passing interest in the engineering of the fortifications at 

Fort Monroe and Castle Calhoun.  President Madison had appointed French born engineer 

Simon Bernard to design Fort Monroe and Castle Calhoun on the personal recommendation of 

Lafayette.  In a letter to President Madison on November 11, 1815, Lafayette concluded, “I am so 

sensible of the value of Genl. Bernard that I will feel highly happy to hear his proposal has 
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obtained your approbation.”  One year later on November 16, 1816, Bernard was appointed 

assistant engineer with the rank and pay of brigadier general of United States Army engineers.  

Bernard would eventually design some of the United States’ most important and impressive 

fortifications including Forts Monroe, Adams, Hamilton, Macon, and Morgan.  Bernard’s service 

to America and his fortifications are a standing testament to Lafayette’s sphere of influence in the 

defense and preservation of American freedom.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

It was an honor and humbling experience to visit and speak at a home that has such significant 

connections to the Revolutionary War and to Washington and Lafayette in particular.  AFL member Kim 

Burdick serves as Resident Manager of the Hale-Byrnes House and was the perfect host, providing a tour of 

the wonderfully preserved interior of the home.  If you are ever in the Newark, Delaware area, I encourage 

you to visit the Hale-Byrnes House.  It will be an experience you will never forget. 

The Hale-Byrnes House is located 606 Stanton-Christiana Rd, Newark, Delaware 19713.  Since it is 

an all-volunteer organization, consider contacting the home prior to your visit to ensure it is open.  For more 

information, including hours and contact information, please visit 

http://www.halebyrnes.org/newsflash.html. 

 

 

http://www.halebyrnes.org/newsflash.html
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                  LAFAYETTE RETURNS HOME 

                             by Barbara Ayers McJoynt 

 

The huge crowd gathered at the newly named Lafayette Square in front of the White House where the 

"Guest of the Nation" is preparing to depart for France. He has been a guest of the nation now for three 

hundred and eighty days. He has visited all twenty-four states of the United States. He has made himself 

visible to over ten million citizens. From August 1 to September 7, 1825, he has been a guest in the White 

House of a President he knows well, John Quincy Adams, and his wife, Louisa. Many gifts have been 

presented to Lafayette on his many travels around the United States. These gifts must be loaded onto the 

Mount Vernon that is anchored at the Washington Navy Yard. He and his souvenirs will then be conveyed 

down the Potomac River to the Brandywine that is anchored in Hampton Roads. After disembarking from the 

Mount Vernon and boarding the Brandywine, Lafayette will be sailing to his homeland, France. What 

goodwill he has brought with him to the shores of this new country for which he helped fight to win its 

freedom from the British. This guest will long be remembered with stories passed down for centuries by those 

citizens and their progeny who were touched by his visit. 

 

The crowd gets larger and larger. Good citizens from all walks of life have stood for hours to see and 

extend good wishes to this Frenchman, who participated in the American Revolution. He had been injured at 

the Battle of Brandywine; contributed his wealthy resources; and influenced his own country, France, to 

provide their citizens to fight for the cause. He has brought in an "era of good feeling" to this new country 

with his visit. Now it is coming to an end. 

 

The final ceremony for the departure is scheduled for eleven o'clock. The doors of the White House 

are opened to Lafayette Square. President John Quincy Adams and Lafayette appear. The assembled crowd 

could not cheer. Its demeanor was one of sadness. As each man tried to speak, deep emotions overcame him. 

Lafayette could not address the assembled crowd. With tears in his eyes, he went back into the White House. 

President Adams could not speak. He went back into the White House. Once they got control of their 

emotions, they both reemerged from the White House and waved their appreciation for the honor the people 

had bestowed on this moment. President Adams spoke, "We shall look upon you as belonging to us, during 

the whole of our life, and as belonging to our children after us...ours by that tie of love, stronger than death, 

which has linked your name for the endless ages of time with the name of Washington." The President 

continued his eloquently worded speech and ended with, "I bid you a reluctant and affectionate farewell." The 

two men then embraced and exchanged a kiss on each cheek. Lafayette then answered, "God bless you, sir 

and all who surround us. God bless the American people, each of their States, and their Federal Government... 

Adieu... Adieu." Emotions were high in the crowd, as well as in the President and his guest, as the two 

withdrew into the White House drawing room. 

In mid-afternoon, a coach arrived under the portico. Lafayette got inside for the short journey to the 

steamboat, Mount Vernon, anchored at Cana's Wharf at the Washington Navy Yard. Other coaches 

accompanied him, and citizens waved as he passed. Crowds greeted him at the Mount Vernon. At last he was 

settled in for the ninety-mile trip down the Potomac River where he would meet the Brandywine, the ship that 

would take him home to France. 
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As the Mount Vernon sailed down the river, people stood and waved from the shoreline. The most 

memorable experience was when the Mount Vernon came within view of Alexandria, District of Columbia. 

(Alexandria was a part of Washington, DC until 1846, when it was given back to Virginia.) The citizens of 

Alexandria and the surrounding countryside had placed four cannons on the shore to be shot immediately 

upon sight of the Mount Vernon. Lafayette was prepared. He stood on the bow of the ship in order to see and 

be seen by the people. Just as the ship came into view, the cannons were fired. The black and white smoke 

was so intense that Lafayette could not see his well-wishers. The crowd that had waited patiently for this 

moment could not see Lafayette waving at them. Neither could see the other, the smoke was so intense. 

Lafayette, still on the bow of the boat continued down the river. Soon, the shock of what happened hit the 

citizens of Alexandria. They immediately sent a small boat to intercept the Mount Vernon. The boatman met 

up with the ship about where the Woodrow Wilson Bridge is today. The captain was requested to turn around 

and return back north of the city, turn around once more, and go slowly by the admirers on shore again. The 

captain complied. When the ship reappeared from the north, going down the Potomac, the crowds on shore 

did not fire cannon. They screamed with excitement and waved and waved at the man standing alone on the 

bow of the ship. "The Guest of the Nation" waved back with just as much cheer until he saw the well-wishers 

no more. 

 

Shortly, Mount Vernon mansion, home to Lafayette's adopted father, came into view. Memories came 

back of the two visits he had made on this trip to the old tomb that held the body of George Washington. He 

had observed on these previous visits that the home and tomb needed much repair. It was now late in the day, 

but the many slaves and their owners stood together on the shore and waved at the man standing alone on the 

bow. He waved back. Lafayette could barely see the old crypt that held the body of this most important 

individual in his life. Tears must have flowed down his face. Plantation owners along the shore of Maryland 

and Virginia who had waited hours for this moment waved and waved as the ship passed. 

It was raining in the Hampton Roads area and getting to his ship was a problem. At eventide he eventually 

spotted the Brandywine. There were boats nearby. Two boatloads of citizens and friends from Baltimore had 

sailed down the Chesapeake, found the Brandywine in Hampton Roads, and boarded with tons of food and 

gifts. As Lafayette disembarked, the good people from Baltimore began to prepare a feast. We can only 

imagine how exhausted our "Guest of the Nation" must have been at this point, but he stayed with his visitors 

until late into the night. The Baltimore folks left with much excitement, but extreme fatigue was felt by 

everyone, thus delaying departure for France by a day. 

 

The Mount Vernon crew transferred the personal effects and gifts of Lafayette onto the Brandywine.1 

On September 8, 1825, all was well; now the journey back home to France began. Getting out of the Roads 

was not easy. The rain and turbulence at sea kept our "Guest" ill. The loving memories of a grateful nation 

and the knowledge he would find his two daughters, grandchildren, neighbors, and their families waiting in 

France must have sustained him. 

 

Lafayette had left behind wonderful memories for the citizens of the United States, but he carried with 

him the joy that he would never be forgotten. Cities would spring up across the land bearing the name 

Lafayette, Fayetteville, and LaGrange. Lafayette College in PA is named for him. Books would be written 

about his contributions to the victories of the American Revolution and this visit in 1824-25. Societies would 

spring up to educate our American citizens about his contributions to our country. There is one patriotic 
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society, The American Friends of Lafayette, with over three hundred and fifty members who will never let 

American citizens forget our "Guest of the Nation, Hero of Two Worlds."2 

 

1The Brandywine was a much larger ship than the Cadmus which brought Lafayette back to the 

United States. It had to be docked in deeper water to hold the heavy load that would be stowed on it for the 

trip back to France. Lafayette had received some of the most exotic and unique gifts. He treasured each gift 

and wanted to return with everything given to him. What were some of these gifts? 

There were boxes and more boxes containing every imaginable item, living or dead. There were different 

breeds of cows from the various states, a great variety of live snakes and their dried skins, deer, raccoons, 

opossums, various breeds of swine, different breeds of geese, deer, partridges, a fox, and even a grizzly bear 

for his private zoo at LaGrange. There were fowl of all species. Even the hated bald eagle (another interesting 

experience that shaped Lafayette's distain for the bald eagles) took the trip back to LaGrange. Hoccos, which 

are a form of the male turkey, rabbits, and even rats were put on the ship. 

 

Then there were swords, anything Indian like bows, arrows, tomahawks, wampum, pipes, feathery 

war bonnets, robes, hats from many tribes and nationalities, a steam engine, a hydraulic pump, clocks which 

ran from water power, medals and more medals, personal items such as a ring containing Washington's hair 

from Mr. Custis, pins with different patriots' hair enclosed (a fashion of the time), General Washington's 

Cincinnati decoration, buttons of ivory or gold, seashells from different states along the coast, farm 

machinery, a horse drawn carriage, a candle belonging to Cornwallis left from the battle of Yorktown, many 

shaped snuff boxes, and an abundance of walking sticks or canes. 

 

The canes/walking sticks were given by so many in remembrance of the wound Lafayette sustained at 

the Battle of Brandywine. There he was shot in the leg, but he kept fighting until his boot filled with blood. 

He overcame this battle wound without a limp, but the good citizens who loved this hero so very much would 

never accept the true story of the limp which he had on his return in 1824-25. Lafayette had fallen on a street 

in Paris during a snow storm. He had broken his ankle. It was not set correctly. Consequently, he had a limp 

the rest of his life and used a cane/walking stick to aid him. The Americans did not believe this story. His 

limp had to have resulted from the shot he took to his leg at Brandywine. The good citizens of this country 

had to help him walk with the latest and fanciest walking apparatuses available. Our "Guest" accepted each 

and returned home with numerous unusual canes/walking sticks. 

 

Lafayette returned to France with furniture, maps, map cases, miniature pictures of Americans of the 

many states he visited, glass and wooden items, books by authors of the time, military medals and sashes, 

plants, newspaper articles, song books, and speeches from those places he visited. Numerous honorary 

degrees received during Lafayette’s trip - from Princeton, University of Maryland, William and Mary, 

Transylvania University, Columbian Institute, Bowdoin, and the U. of Pennsylvania - would be hung in his 

envisioned "America" room at LaGrange. He also had busts of many patriots of the time, including a bust of 

John Quincy Adams given to him by Adams’ wife, Louisa. (The barrels of soil from Bunker Hill arrived in 

1829.) 

 

What does one do with so many gifts? The animals were put in a zoo established at LaGrange. Those 

not suitable or that could not be cared for properly were given to zoos in Paris and in Spain. Museums got 
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some of the things. His room he named "America" at LaGrange got most of the items that would fit into that 

room. If you visit LaGrange today, you will see these keepsakes carefully preserved. 

   
2How do we know so much of Lafayette's experiences during his 1824-25 visit to the United States? 

Lafayette had three people accompanying him on the Cadmus. Each had a role to play, if the trip were to be a 

success. The logistics and planning were tremendous. His son, George Washington Lafayette, helped his 

father set his pace and activities. Bastien was his manservant. The visit entailed a tremendous amount of 

dressing appropriately for so many different occasions. The third, and most important to historians, was 

Auguste Levasseur, who served as chronicler for the trip. He kept a fine account of the daily activities of 

Lafayette. His book, Lafayette in America in 1824 &1825, was published in France in 1829. Our own 

member, Alan Hoffman, enhanced our understanding by his translation and publication of Levasseur's 

account Lafayette in America, in 1824 and 1825 or Journal of a Voyage in the United States. Manchester, 

NH: Lafayette Press, 2006. 

 

 

 
View of Mount Vernon from the Potomac River 
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AFL Member James Hockenberry  

 

 
Although I am a recent member, many of you may recognize me from our last two annual meetings. 

At 6’6” tall, I stand out. You might have noticed from one of my shirts that I am also a graduate of Lafayette 

College. In fact, one of our distinguished members, Phil Schroeder, was the Dean of Students when I was 

there. We’ve enjoyed sharing stories. 

 

However, my connection to the American Friends of Lafayette did not come from the college. It 

came during a World War I conference when I met Al Cleghorn. Thanks so much, Al. 

 

After graduating from Lafayette too many years ago to count, I attended Columbia University and 

earned an MBA, which launched my 30+-year business career. I started as a CPA at the accounting firm 

Ernst & Young and moved to W.R.Grace, where I worked for 18 years. Most of that time was spent in their 

European Headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland. When Grace closed us down, I returned to America and 

have lived in Princeton, NJ ever since. Since my time back, I have held a number of financial and consulting 

roles. 

 

I’ve always been interested in history. As a kid, I read Landmark history books, which introduced me 

to fascinating people and world-changing events. Later, books by Leon Uris and James Michener provided 

hours of captivating reading and valuable history lessons. I love “man at his brink” stories like The Red 

Badge of Courage. I have discovered that history helps explain today’s world. 

 

Authors such as Frederick Forsyth, Robert Ludlum, and Ken Follett introduced me to spy thrillers, 

which motived me further to write. I had found my genre. All I needed was time. When I left Corporate 

America at age 55, I had my chance and have reinvented myself as an author (not full time) of historical 

suspense with my award winning World War I Intrigue Series. 

 

Why WWI? After I read about the Black Tom Island sabotage attack in New York Harbor in 1916 

and learned about the extensive German espionage effort, I realized I had found great material for my 

novels. Grounded in fact, my books dramatize some of the key events in America’s involvement in “The 
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Great War” and bring alive the tensions and controversies of the time. In Over Here (set in 1915-1916), 

members of the NYPD’s Bomb Squad battle German saboteurs in the little-known undeclared war fought on 

US soil. Send the Word (1918, in development) jumps to America’s fight on the Western Front, culminating 

with the Meuse-Argonne offensive, the largest battle the US Army has ever fought. So Beware (1919) ends 

the trilogy and is set during the Paris Peace Talks. The books are available on Amazon (soft cover and e-

book) and at my website: www.jameshockenberry.com. 

 

Here are some fun facts people don’t know about me. Despite being tall, I hate heights. Please don’t 

ask me to go to the top of the Empire State Building. Height runs in my family through our German 

ancestry. “Hockenberry” is an anglicized name going back to German farmers in 1700 Pennsylvania. Our 

relatives fought in the American Revolution. Family folklore claims that one of our relatives was on the 

Lewis and Clark expedition, but I have not found any proof of it. 

 

Living in Europe for 15 years exposed me to new worlds and experiences. My job at Grace required 

me to travel extensively, and it is safe to say I know Western Europe better than I know America outside of 

the Northeast. Once, I was almost arrested for jay-walking in Communist East Berlin. Scary. In Switzerland, 

I joined an amateur acting group that performed Old Tyme English Music Halls (vaudeville) each year. I’ve 

had a number of memorable roles in our panto spoofs. I played one of Cinderella’s ugly sisters and later the 

wicked witch Maude in Sleeping Beauty. I was also the hero a few times.  

 

Some final trivia. I’ve fired myself at least three times. I’ve never been married, more out of luck 

than anything else. I got close once but that’s another story. I’ve never broken a bone in my entire life, and 

hope I don’t jinx myself by saying so. I’ve only gained five pounds in the last fifteen years and still wear 

clothes older than that. When I lived in New York City during the late 1970s, I was sometimes mistaken for 

Christopher Reeve, who was famous for making the Superman movies at the time. I admit the resemblance 

and can share some funny stories with you.  

 

I plan to employ my military history background to prepare a lecture for our next annual meeting on 

“Lafayette – The General: An Assessment.”  

 

You now have a better idea of who I am, besides someone who reveres the Marquis. Feel free to join 

me for a drink. 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  If you would like to introduce yourself to our members, please submit a short biographical 

note – 1,000 words or fewer – for inclusion in a future Gazette. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jameshockenberry.com/
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Shrimp Lafayette 
by Richard L. Ingram, Lafayette Alliance  

 

     “Shrimp Lafayette” catches my eye.  I ask the waitress about it. 

     Janice, Dad, and I had hiked Ocean Path Trail in Acadia National Park.  We settle in for a late lunch at 

Galyn’s Restaurant, on Main Street in Bar Harbor.  It being mid-afternoon, on a Thursday, except for the 

retired couple in the corner performing orthopedic insults to mammoth lobsters, we have the place to 

ourselves.  The bay window overlooks the harbor, clipper ships gracefully skimming waves amongst the 

sight-seeing cruisers.  Dean Martin and Nat King Cole, just audible in the background, add prestige to the 

place. 

     The menu has lobster bisque, oysters Rockefeller, and crab stuffed mushrooms.  Further down the menu 

is lobster linguini, lobster enchiladas, and “whole lobster:  a 1 ¼ pound lobster, boiled and served with 

drawn butter, rice, and vegetable.”  But what interests me comes after “Seafood linguini.”  There it is:  

“Shrimp Lafayette.” 

     Our waitress is experienced, but unprepared for inquiry. 

     “How do these shrimp manage to merit the lofty name Lafayette?” I ask. 

     She is taken aback, as though a pithy petit mal had interrupted her routine, and her face shows a touch of 

embarrassment. 

     Janice is elegant as always, and does her best to soften the blow of these interrogatories; Dad, robust at 

ninety-one, often as not joins in with questions of his own. 

     “I don’t know,” she says.  “I have never been asked before,” and like the professional she is, adds, “But 

I’ll find out.” 

     She returns, her fluster evident in her halting attempt to answer.  “We think,” she begins, and this opening 

tells me neither the chef nor the manager whom she consulted can provide her with credible reply.  “We 

think,” she repeats, “that Lafayette was an explorer.”  She says this with upturned inflection and stops cold, 

aware that her ground is unconvincing. 

     I sit bolt upright.  “Here is the story,” I say.  “The Marquis de Lafayette was born on September 6, 1757, 

and died May 20, 1834.  Were it not for Lafayette, America would not have won the Revolutionary War.  On 

August 8, 1775, he heard for the first time ever about the rabble in America, those farmers and merchants, 

fighting for liberty against the most powerful army in the world.  Then and there Lafayette decides he’s in; 

he will fight with America.” 

     I have her attention and out of the corner of my eye I notice that the retired couple have stopped cracking 

claws and are listening. 

     “But King Louis XVI, his sovereign, forbids his going to America; worse, his father-in-law, the Duc 

d’Ayen, tells him that he cannot go and, by the way, ‘you’ll never amount to anything.’  What does 

Lafayette do?  He buys his own ship---19 years old and he buys his own ship, the La Victoire for 112,000 

livres.” 

     “What was the name of the ship?”  The question comes from behind me where another waitress has 

joined us, and now she angles closer.   

     “La Victoire,” I repeat.  “And at City Tavern, Second Street, in Philadelphia, Lafayette sees for the first 

time his commander-in-chief.  Even across the room there is no mistaking the formidable George 

Washington.  Lafayette becomes the son Washington never had, Washington the father Lafayette never had.  

They are best friends and confidants.  Lafayette fights at the Battle of Brandywine, where he is wounded, 

and later commands the honored right wing at Yorktown, the battle that turned the world upside down.”  Our 
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waitress has no customers waiting; her eyes do not dart side-to-side as eyes often do when the mind finds 

itself in idle. 

     The couple in the corner have adjusted their seating so as to hear better.  I am aware of this and take full 

advantage.  This is my lone chance to convince this audience that Lafayette is all about working toward a 

better version of ourselves, that he is about a way of thinking, a way of looking at the world. 

     “Lafayette is the champion of liberty.  The fact is, your ‘Shrimp Lafayette’ gives you occasion to tell the 

story.  This story inspires.  It illuminates.  Pair the story to your culinary offering.  It will elevate your 

prestige.  Patrons will find in you something a cut above.  They will bring children and grandchildren to the 

place that dares to bring adventure, sacrifice, and purpose to table. ” 

     The couple in the corner applauds. 

     “Shrimp Lafayette” at Galyn’s Restaurant, Bar Harbor, Maine, is wonderful.  We leave a good tip; it is 

for the privilege of telling a story worth telling. 

         

Editors Note:  In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson named the first National Park east of the Mississippi 

River the “Lafayette National Park.”  In 1929, after donors offered to double the size of the park if its name 

were changed, Congress obliged by renaming it “Acadia National Park.”  The donors, a couple, were British 

citizens who had, apparently, a long memory. 

 

 

 
 
 

Galyn’s Restaurant 
Bar Harbor, Maine 

$23.00 

Shrimp Lafayette 
Our version of shrimp scampi -- seven large shrimp sautéed in real butter with garlic, scallions, lemon, and herbs. Tossed 
with fresh tomatoes and parmesan. Served over linguini. 
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Mary Washington’s Gingerbread1 
by Biruta Cap 

 

 To read that Mary Washington’s gingerbread was a favorite of not only of her son George but of his 

friend General Lafayette [accompanied by cold mint juleps when Lafayette came to visit at Mount Vernon in 

1784] seemed like a rare find, given the dearth of information about what Lafayette may have eaten in 

France or in the United States. This gingerbread claim was made back in 1978 in Rodale Publications’ 

Naturally Delicious Desserts and Snacks by author Faye Martin. Unfortunately the source of her recipe, “the 

best gingerbread [the author had] ever eaten” is undocumented. The question arises, “how did George’s 

mother come by it?” Cookbooks were rare in late 18th century America. A few had come from England. But 

more importantly, there was some culinary innovation, incorporating new foodstuffs and the skills of the 

kitchen staffs of colonial estates. 

 
 

 Upon checking the status of gingerbread in late 18th-century Virginia, the earliest extant American 

written record of recipes uncovered to this date seems to be Martha Washington’s Booke of Cookery. 

Martha’s copy was a handwritten collection that passed through several generations. A very learned edition 

of these notes, with historical explanations, was produced by Karen Hess in 1981 (Columbia University 

Press). However, no gingerbread recipe resembling Mary’s alleged one is to be found in Martha’s notes.  

 

 The history of gingerbread is a very old and curious one. In medieval Europe, from the 14th through 

the 17th centuries, spices—particularly cinnamon, ginger and cloves—were prized and spiced quite heavily 

all manner of dishes, from meats to sweets. In England, so-called “gingerbread” during that period was a 

medicinal concoction of the above spices held together by “grated bread”—hence “gingerbread.” Later it 

                                                 
1 Copyrighted edition. 
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evolved into a confection made with honey and, eventually, into a stiff paste that could be rolled out and cut 

into “pretty” shapes, like gingerbread cookies. 

 

 However, such gingerbread cookies are not the gingerbread served to Lafayette by Mary 

Washington. Faye Martin’s recipe is a real cake, and calls for molasses, orange juice, and zest—new 

products absent from the old English recipes. Molasses had become an important commodity as a byproduct 

of rum distillation practiced in the colonies. Oranges (the bitter kind) as well as lemons were imported from 

Spain at that time. So it is likely that the delicious cake served to Lafayette was a new culinary development 

with American ingredients that Mary Washington was proud to share with her French guest. 

 

 Gingerbread cake without molasses, however, in loaf or round form, actually was baked in England 

and early America. Recipes for such a cake, spiced with cinnamon, cloves, ginger, mace, and nutmeg—but 

without molasses— appear in English cookbooks under the name of “Shrewsbury cake,” and are found in 

Martha Washington’s manuscript, as well as in the First American Cookbook, “American Cookery” by 

Amelia Simmons, first published in 1796 (with many subsequent editions). Martha’s manuscript has only 

two skimpy recipes for Shrewsbury cakes, but five for the cookie-type gingerbread. None contains molasses. 

It seems that Martha Washington’s Booke of Cookery is a collection of cooking lore that reaches father back 

than her mother-in-law’s contemporary experimentation with American ingredients and techniques. By 

1796, of Amelia Simmons’ four gingerbread recipes, one specifically calls for molasses, and another 

specifies, “to be baked in a pan” [like a cake]. 

 

 Perhaps one of the best and easiest gingerbread cakes is the one published in the little collection of 

recipes of the Sun Inn of Bethlehem—the place where Lafayette recovered from his wound sustained in the 

Battle of Brandywine, and where he reputedly appreciated the Inn’s rice cake. Perhaps he also had a chance 

to sample their “Muster Day Gingerbread,” made as follows: 

 

1/3 c. lard  ½ c. packed brown sugar  ½ c. molasses 1 egg  

2 c. flour  1 tsp. baking soda   ½ tsp. salt 

¾ tsp. ground ginger ¾ tsp. ground cinnamon  ¼ tsp. ground cloves 

½ c. boiling water 

 

Cream lard and sugar till light. Add molasses and egg; beat well. Mix together next 6 ingredients. Add to 

creamed mixture alternately with boiling water. Pour into greased 8” square baking pan and bake at 350 

degrees about 50 minutes or till done. [Test with a toothpick.] Cool 10 minutes before removing from pan. 

  

 Substituting a lighter and tastier fat, such as butter or tahini for the lard, and adding hot strong coffee 

instead of water produces a very tasty cake. Even better, for your heart health, use oil instead of other fats, as 

in the recipe for gingerbread almost identical to the one above in the Cookbook of the American Heart 

Health Association.  

 

 Made in America around the time Lafayette was helping to “make” this country, gingerbread cake 

with molasses remains a great classic. You will find it under “breads” in various cookbooks. Plain, it can be 

served at breakfast or eaten as a snack; with a lemon, orange, or custard sauce—or just whipped cream—it 

becomes dessert. Bon appétit! 
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News from Downtown Fayetteville, NC following Hurricane Florence 
by Diane and Hank Parfitt 

Many thanks to all the AFL members who emailed us during Hurricane Florence to check on us! I 

am glad to report that we had no wind damage and no flooding in the bookstore or the apartment in the circa 

1890 building where we live in downtown Fayetteville.  We did not have to evacuate, and we were without 

power for only 24 hours. 

 

In addition, there was only modest flooding in Cross Creek Park, where our statue of Lafayette 

stands. During Hurricane Matthew in 2016, the flood waters were 8 feet above the banks and lapping at 

Lafayette’s feet! The new pedestrian bridge was not damaged. It replaced the one damaged severely by 

Hurricane Matthew and was installed just one month ago! The accompanying photo showing the bridge   

was taken from the steps of the brick plaza surrounding Lafayette’s statue.  

 

Unfortunately, many families in eastern Cumberland County were forced to go to shelters when their 

homes were damaged. At last count, over 2000 homes and businesses were flooded, and many will be a total 

loss. Cumberland Community Foundation of Fayetteville has set up a matching fund program to provide 

flood relief. This organization has a sterling track record, we know the director personally, and 100% of the 

donations will go to flood victims. Diane and I will be making our donation to this organization.  

 

We know that our friends in the AFL were genuinely concerned about Fayetteville. We are truly 

touched by this, and it is deeply appreciated. Donations to the community are certainly not expected, but if 

you feel moved to make a contribution, you may Google “cumberland community foundation of 

fayetteville” and their website has easy-to-follow instructions on how to help.  
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    The Restoration Work at La Grange 

by Benoît Guizard 

   The Château of La Grange-Bléneau in Courpalay is a landmark of Lafayette's life, a "must see" for 

American Friends of Lafayette who come to France. Chuck Schwam, Bonnie Fritz, and I had the privilege of 

meeting Jeannine de Cardaillac, Managing Director of the Chambrun Foundation, at her office in Paris to get 

an update on the restoration work presently in progress, and to discuss future topics and opportunities. 

Update on the Restoration 

  The work in progress is first of all a structural overhaul of the whole building including roof, walls, 

all openings, and inside fixtures and fittings - as it has never been done since the times of Lafayette - to 

repair and protect. See photos below as examples. In the end, the Château will be restored as it was in the 

18th century. For instance, all windows will have small panes (except those in the apartment of Lafayette, 

who preferred large panes, an expensive technical innovation of the "enlightenment" days). The work also 

includes converting water pipes and all electrical and heating systems, which were added in the 19th century, 

to up-to-date standards.  

 The work has revealed very interesting remains of the old medieval castle (13th to 16th century) in 

the courtyard, like a vault, a huge stone supporting the former entrance grid, pottery, and ceramics with rare 

drawings. The "chemin de ronde" (covered walkway) between the old towers has been identified in the place 

of the narrow hallway serving the upstairs rooms that those of us who visited the Château have walked 

through.  

 All artifacts and paintings have been listed and set aside for protection. They will be placed back in 

their original rooms, but not necessarily in the same display as was done in the 20th century during previous 

restoration work, the idea being to respect the spirit of Lafayette's times as much as possible, and to give 

more meaning and visibility to each arrangement. Some paintings and drawings showing signs of wear are 

being restored using a technique that will protect them in the future from the effect of acidity that was found 

in the old frames.  

 All documents have been sent to the "Archives Nationales" where they are being digitized one by 

one, which will save them for posterity and make them easily available to historians and researchers. They 

will come back to La Grange when the work is completed.  

 All work is being performed by state-of-the-art specialists under the close supervision of Jeannine de 

Cardaillac and her team of three assistants. 

 Renovation of the moats and gardens will take place after the main work is finished. 
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Future Topics and Opportunities 

 The major work is scheduled to end by March 2019, but there will still be a lot to do to resettle 

everything. On top of that, there may be some delays due to unexpected discoveries and technical 

difficulties. So we should not expect AFL visits before Spring or Summer of 2020. 

 But as Jeannine said, "We are not working for the short term, we are working for future centuries."  

 She also said she will set up an Internet site with the aim of raising public awareness of Lafayette in 

France and passing on his values to younger generations. 

 When Chuck asked in what way the AFL and its experts could help, she said she would be very 

interested in getting written statements from us on the American view of Lafayette, as it is quite different 

from what it is in France. We said there could be several opinions, and, as in France, each one can evolve 

over time. (We also said we should not forget the huge role that Adrienne had in Lafayette's life and ideas.) 

On behalf of the AFL, Chuck and Bonnie accepted the challenge.   More on this soon. 
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Planting Trees at Chavaniac 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

On June 10, 2017 during the American Friends of Lafayette annual business meeting at Lafayette 

College, AFL member Myriam Waze shared an idea.  As a founding member of the French Association 

Lafayette et Liberté, Myriam Waze traveled from France to emphasize Franco-American friendship.  A 

friendship started by Lafayette.  Her idea was to plant trees at Lafayette’s birthplace on the grounds of 

Chateau Chavaniac. 

Not just any trees, but trees from the United States.  Not from just any state, but specifically from 

Lafayette’s beloved state of Virginia.  George Washington’s Virginia.  Lafayette’s daughter’s namesake.  

What better way for Chavaniac’s visitors to experience Franco-American friendship?   

On Sunday morning, September 23, 2018 the sun shone brightly above Chateau Chavaniac.  Under 

the shadows of French and American flags, Bonnie Fritz and I mingled.  In the presence of elected officials, 

members of Lafayette et Liberté, and local citizens, Myriam Waze’s idea was about to come to fruition.   

A group of thirty walked from the chateau courtyard down the lawn and into the park below.  There 

waiting for us were two holes (about 100 yards apart) with small trees in containers poised next to each.  

Adjacent to each hole were permanently installed signs.   

The first tree to be planted was a Tulip Tree.  Living to 500 years, this tree will be standing and 

providing shade for thousands of visitors.  This tulip tree will celebrate Franco-American good will for many 

generations to come.  As the tree was lowered into the hole, I scooped dirt into the hole along with Myriam 

Waze as a ceremonial example of this friendship. 

 

                  From left to right: Myriam Waze, Dominique Gillet, Bonnie Fritz, Chuck Schwam and Jean-Pierre Vigier 

The second tree was a Persimmon Tree.  Early explorers to America valued this tree, as did Native 

Americans who used the fruit, which hung on the tree into winter, for food during the cold months.  AFL 
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Secretary Bonnie Fritz and Lafayette et Liberté President Alan Waze shared the shoveling honors for this 

tree-planting. 

After each tree was firmly planted, everyone walked back together towards the chateau.  It was 

during this walk, with our French brethren, with the American flag flying, that I felt the strength of this 

friendship.  The sense of accomplishment was palpable.  Everyone’s smiles and hugs validated Myriam 

Waze’s idea.  I was honored to be there representing the AFL. 

 

 

 

 
Back in the courtyard, I gave a speech in English to the gathered crowd.  Speeches were also given 

by Myriam and Alan Waze, the Mayor of Chavaniac and other elected officials.  Lafayette, Chateau 

Chavaniac, and the recently planted trees were all used as examples of our Franco-American friendship. 
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Speeches in the courtyard of Chateau Chavaniac 

The tiny hamlet of Chavaniac boasts 70 inhabitants and one restaurant.   It was at this restaurant that 

the Association Lafayette et Liberté hosted Bonnie and me for lunch.  Although we struggled with language, 

we communicated just fine.  It was a perfect day for our two countries. 

 

 

President of the Association Lafayette et Liberté, Alan Waze (second from the left) hosts our luncheon. 
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“Those infamous fountains of falsehood:”1 

Thomas Jefferson and James Madison on the press – 

the Lafayette Connection 

by W. Robert Kelly, Sr., Ph.D. 

 

 

Pardon me, illustrious Washington, that I have inwardly rejoiced on seeing thy much-

respected name abused in our newspapers. Slanders2 against thy adamantine3 character, are 

as harmless as pointless arrows shot from broken bows; but they prove that our printing 

presses are free.4,5 

. . . David Ramsay, July 4, 1794 

About 15 months after the death of Thomas Jefferson on July 4, 1826, former Major General 

Lafayette of the American Continental Army wrote from France to former President James Madison asking 

about the truth of a controversial letter published in Europe ostensibly attributed to then President Jefferson 

that castigated the press.  Lafayette having known “our dear illustrious Jefferson” extremely well, was 

clearly skeptical that such denunciation of the press could come from the pen of Jefferson, a lifelong 

defender of freedom of the press.  Indeed, Jefferson had written in 1823 to Lafayette, “My dear friend,” with 

“Two dislocated wrists and crippled fingers.” He stated to keep a “…government honest and unoppressive. 

But the only security of all is in a free press. the force of public opinion cannot be resisted, when permitted 

freely to be expressed” (Monticello, November 4, 1823, Jefferson to Lafayette). 

 

 

Figure 1 A Life Study of Lafayette,1825-1826, by 

Thomas Sully (1783-1872). Image from the 

The Athenaeum. 

Figure 2 James Madison, 1829-1830, by 

Chester Harding (1792-1866),  

Washington & Lee University. 
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Lafayette at the end of his lengthy letter of October 27, 1827 about various important issues 

inquired of Madison, 

 

A Great deal has been said in the ministerial publications of a letter written by our 

dear illustrious Jefferson, where, in his advice to a literary man not to become editor of a 

newspaper, he is said to have expressed himself very severely not only on the profession but 

on the inconveniencies of a public print. As the inductions drawn from that document are 

quite the reverse of his principles and other declarations on that matter I beg you to let me 

know the truth of that letter published it is said in some American paper, as it is said a bill is 

intended to be proposed in the Chambre des Deputés for the permanent establishment of the 

censorship on periodical publications. 

 

At this time Madison had not seen the letter, although he may have been aware of it, but for sure he 

knew Jefferson’s thinking on the matter (Madison was Jefferson’s Secretary of State, 1801-1809). On 

December 24, 1827 he wrote from his home at Montpellier to his close friend and confidant Nicholas Philip 

Trist (1800 – 1874) asking for a copy of the letter so that he might supply Lafayette with an “antidote.”  

Madison writes, 

Dear Sir,—I cannot turn to the letter of Mr. Jefferson containing the severe remarks on the 

lying practice of the printers, which appear to be misconstrued abroad, and to be working a 

mischief so contrary to his principles and his intentions. If you have a ready access to the 

letter, I should be glad to supply the General with an antidote, as far as a just comment on it 

can be turned to that account. I was afraid, at the time, that the publication of the letter 

would be perverted abroad by the watchful and wicked enemies of free Government, and its 

great bulwark, a free press. 

 

Trist, a not well-known character in American history, was born in Charlottesville, Virginia and was 

the grandson of James Madison's former Philadelphia landlady, Mrs. House.  He attended West Point, 

studied law under Thomas Jefferson, and married his granddaughter, Virginia Jefferson Randolph.  Later he 

was the private secretary to Andrew Jackson, and served as a conduit for James Madison to President 

Jackson.  He also had unfettered access to the correspondence of Jefferson.  He was clearly a man “in the 

know” and a confidant of Madison. 

On January 11, 1828 Trist responded to Madison from Monticello with bad news, 

 

Dear Sir 

My conscience has been reproaching me for some time past with my remissness towards you; 

and yet something has occurred every day to protract it until this late date. *** 

The passages from Genl. Lafayette’s letter which you had the goodness to enclose were 

immediately sent to Mr. Randolph; but various causes conspired to prevent my seeing him 

until last Monday. I am sorry to inform you that neither of us have a sufficiently distinct idea 

of the letter which seems to be working such mischief, to enable us to find it. I have only a 

vague remembrance of some publication of the sort in some newspaper; but when & where, I 

am utterly unable to say. Perhaps you may have it in your power to give me some sort of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Military_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Virginia_Jefferson_Randolph_Trist&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secretary_to_the_President_(US)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Jackson
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approximation to its date; if so, do me the favor to communicate it, and I will go 

over immediately to Edge-hill, for the purpose of finding and sending it. 

 

In a follow-up letter on January 18, 1828 from Monticello Trist again opens with an apology to 

Madison stating, 

 

Dear Sir 

I am utterly ashamed of myself for having kept you waiting so long for letters which you have, 

doubtlessly, been impatient to receive; and this shame is the greater from the delicacy which 

has prevented your jogging my memory on the subject. *** 

 

Then on April 17, 1828 Trist writes Madison a short note from Edge Hill almost four months after 

Madison’s initial request, 

Thursday Apr. 17. 28. 

Dear Sir 

On going over to Edge-hill yesterday, I learned that the letter you wrote for a copy of, 

sometime ago, had afterwards been found & copied, but not sent. Although apprehensive that 

your patience will have become exhausted, & that therefore it will arrive too late for the 

purpose intended; I lose no time in sending it. With affectionate adieux 

N. P. Trist 

Apparently, the letter was indeed sent unbeknownst to Trist because Madison writes to Lafayette on 

February 20, 1828 from Montpellier, 

My dear friend, — Your favor of October 27 has been some time on hand, though it met with 

delays after it got into port. 

*** 

I was aware when I saw the printed letter of Mr. Jefferson, in which he animadverts6 on 

licentious7 printers, that if seen in Europe it would receive the misconstruction, or rather 

perversion, to which you allude. Certain it is that no man more than Mr. Jefferson regarded 

the freedom of the press as an essential safeguard to free Government, to which no man could 

be more devoted than he was; and that he never could, therefore, have expressed a syllable or 

entertained a thought unfriendly to it. 
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What were the “severe remarks on the lying practice” of the media 

and “inconveniencies of a public print” expressed by Jefferson and 

Lafayette?  For that part of the story, we must go back another 20 years to 

1807 when Jefferson was President (1801-1809), two years into his second 

term. 

 

On May 9, 1807, John Norvell (1789-1850), a mere boy of 17 years 

of age wrote the “Venerable Republican,” President Jefferson, from 

Danville, Virginia (then Kentucky) asking him what books he ought to read 

and those he ought not to read.  He also asked the President’s advice “on the 

proper method to be pursued in the acquisition of sound political 

knowledge” and asked, “Is it essential that much history should be read?”   

 

Then almost as an afterthought, young Norvell, an aspiring 

newspaperman, asked in a single sentence a question that evokes a response 

that can only be characterized as a volcanic eruption from the President.  

Norvell writes,  

 

It would be a great favor, too, to have your opinion of the manner in which a 

newspaper, to be most extensively beneficial, should be conducted, as I expect to become the 

publisher of one for a few years. 

Accept, venerable patriot, my warmest wishes for your happiness. 

John Norvell. 

 

Only a little over a month later, on June 11, 1807, President Jefferson responded in a surprisingly 

long letter to Master Norvell stating in the opening,  

 

Your letter of May 9, has been duly received.  The subjects it proposes would require time & 

space for even moderate development.  My occupations limit me to a very short notice of 

them. 

 

In spite of his “occupations,” Jefferson was only the 3rd President of the United States, he addresses 

all of Norvell’s concerns suggesting books that he should read and stating “History in general only informs 

us what bad government is…”  The President then turns to the subject of the press which is clearly 

something that has been in his thoughts for some time.  Jefferson response is particularly noteworthy today 

more than 200 years later in light of current events.  Jefferson writes, 

Figure 3. John Norvell, 
attributed to Thomas Sully 

(1783-1872). 
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To your request of my opinion of the 

manner in which a newspaper should be 

conducted so as to be most useful, I should 

answer ‘by restraining it to true facts & 

sound principles only.’ Yet I fear such a 

paper would find few subscribers. It is a 

melancholy truth that a suppression of the 

press could not more completely deprive the 

nation of its benefits, than is done by its 

abandoned prostitution to falsehood. 

Nothing can now be believed which is seen 

in a newspaper. Truth itself becomes 

suspicious by being put into that polluted 

vehicle. The real extent of this state of 

misinformation is known only to those who 

are in situations to confront facts within 

their knowledge with the lies of the day. I 

really look with commiseration over the 

great body of my fellow citizens, who, 

reading newspapers, live & die in the belief 

that they have known something of what has 

been passing in the world in their time: whereas the accounts they have read in newspapers 

are just as true a history of any other period of the world as of the present, except that the 

real names of the day are affixed to their fables. General facts may indeed be collected from 

them, such as that Europe is now at war, that Bonaparte has been a successful warrior, that 

he has subjected a great portion of Europe to his will &c &c. but no details can be relied on. 

I will add that the man who never looks into a newspaper is better informed than he who 

reads them; inasmuch as he who knows nothing is nearer to truth than he whose mind is filled 

with falsehoods & errors. He who reads nothing will still learn the great facts, and the details 

are all false. 

Perhaps an editor might begin a reformation in some such way as this. Divide his 

paper into 4. chapters, heading the 1st. Truths. 2d. Probabilities. 3d. Possibilities. 4th. Lies. 

The 1st. chapter would be very short, as it would contain little more than authentic papers, 

and information from such sources as the editor would be willing to risk his own reputation 

for their truth. The 2d. would contain what, from a mature consideration of all circumstances, 

his judgment should conclude to be probably true. This however should rather contain too 

little than too much. The 3d. & 4th. should be professedly for those readers who would rather 

have lies for their money than the blank paper they would occupy. 

Such an editor too would have to set his face against the demoralising practice of 

feeding the public mind habitually on slander,5 & the depravity of taste which this nauseous 

aliment induces. Defamation is becoming a necessary of life: insomuch that a dish of tea, in 

the morning or evening, cannot be digested without this stimulant. Even those who do not 

Figure 4 President Thomas Jefferson, 

1800, by Rembrandt Peale (1778-1860). 
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believe these abominations, still read them with complacence to their auditors, and, instead 

of the abhorrence & indignation which should fill a virtuous mind, betray a secret pleasure in 

the possibility that some may believe them, tho they do not themselves. It seems to escape 

them that it is not he who prints, but he who pays for printing a slander, who is its real 

author. 

These thoughts on the subjects of your letter are hazarded at your request. Repeated 

instances of the publication of what has not been intended for the public eye, and the 

malignity with which political enemies torture every sentence from me into meanings 

imagined by their own wickedness only, justify my expressing a solicitude that this hasty 

communication may in no way be permitted to find its way into the public papers. Not fearing 

these political bull-dogs, I yet avoid putting myself in the way of being baited by them, and do 

not wish to volunteer away that portion of tranquility which a firm execution of my duties will 

permit me to enjoy. 

I tender you my salutations & best wishes for your success. 

Th: Jefferson 

 

Teenager Novell did us all a great service by asking his simple question at what we can only 

conclude from Jefferson’s response was the right time or perhaps a time of “peculiar excitement.”  It appears 

President Jefferson was waiting for the opportunity to give written vent to his thoughts.  Norvell went on to a 

successful career in journalism, edited the Baltimore Whig and other newspapers and became the first 

senator from the state of Michigan.  It is to Master Norvell great credit that he honored President Jefferson 

request “that this hasty communication may in no way be permitted to find its way into the public papers.”  

Obviously, after Jefferson’s death John Norvell was no longer under any restriction and decided to published 

this most important letter from Jefferson. 

 

 The letter was published in the Aurora and Franklin Gazette on September 5, 1826 by Norvell who 

was its editor.  It was reproduced by Hezekiah Niles (1777-1839) in his famous, authoritative, and non-

partisan Niles’ The Weekly Register (published 1811-1836), in the September 30, 1826 edition.  Niles writes 

a short editorial commenting on the letter in which he laments its publication and after the Norvell letter was 

published in the Gazette reproduces the full letter except for the last paragraph.  Niles states, 

 

Opinion of the State of the Press. 

 

We much regret that the following letter ever was published - but as it has been given 

to the world, and will perhaps be often referred to because of its author, we feel called upon 

to insert it. It was probably written at some moment of peculiar excitement. Even Jefferson 

was not ‘wise at all times.’ How the Liberty8 of the press is to be preserved, without society 

being subject to its abuses, has not been yet discovered, and it is certain that Mr J would 

never have agreed to muzzle it; and if printers are not paid and supported for ‘printing a 

slander’ the idea of Mr. J. is correct that they would not print it. We are NO BETTER than 

other ‘professional gentlemen.’ 

 

Then Niles follows with Norvell’s letter: 
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From the Aurora and Franklin Gazette of Sept 5, 1826 

 

Upwards of nineteen years ago when the editor of this Gazette was between seventeen 

and eighteen years of age, and was preparing himself for the business of life, he received the 

following letter from the late president JEFFERSON, in reply to inquiries proposed to him, 

which the answer sufficiently explains. The frankness and vigor of this production are only 

equaled by the virtuous indignation to which the abuses of the press, which then prevailed, 

gave rise in his mind. Though the same abuses exist at this day to some extent, a manifest 

improvement has taken place in the character and conduct of American newspapers. Still, the 

letter, in both branches of its subjects, may be read with profit, and is characteristic of its 

illustrious writer. 

 

Niles also had an opinion on the press as expressed in his inaugural publication of the Weekly 

Register on September 7, 1811 in which he states in The Editor to the Public, 

 

The newspapers of the day, devoted to party and partisans, seldom dare to ‘tell the truth, the 

whole truth, and nothing but the truth.’ Every city, town and village has its little-great men, 

whose interests and views must he subserved,9 and the dignity of the press is prostrated to the 

will of aspiring individuals. There are some honorable exceptions to this general remark, 

which has not been made without a due investigation of its import. I allude to publishers on 

both sides of the question—republicans and federalists. The editor does not intend to interfere 

in the petty disputes between the inns and outs; for, as he hopes the Register will receive a 

general support, he will endeavor to make it generally interesting, having in view as an 

assistant, a gentleman of the first rate literary acquirements. Its politics shall be American—

not passive, not lukewarm, but active and vigilant—not to support individuals, but to subserve 

the interests of the people, so far as he shall be able to discern in what their interest lies. 

There are good and bad men in both the great political parties which sever the people of the 

United States: there are republicans who are not federalists, and federalists who are not 

republicans--there is a difference between names and deeds. 

 The intended publisher is, in the common language of the day, a ‘democratic 

republican’―and, as a duty he owes his own creed will enforce it as well as he can; at the 

same time granting to others all the privileges he assumes to himself, that truth may be 

discerned. 

 

Niles has it about right and tried very diligently to pursue this path with surprisingly great success in his 

Weekly Register which is even today a highly valued historical resource. 

  

We are also fortunate to have James Madison’s short commentary on Jefferson’s views.  In a follow-

up letter to Trist on April 23, 1828, typical of Madison, he tries to soften Jefferson’s scathing criticisms of 

the press and “political bull-dogs” by only criticizing the inanimate press. 

 

Dear Sir,—I have received your favor of the 17th, and thank you for the copy of Mr. 

Jefferson's letter to Mr. Norvell, on the deceptive and licentious character of the press. My 
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answer to the letter of General La Fayette, referring to the abuse abroad of that of Mr. 

Jefferson, in decrying the liberty of the press, appealed for an antidote to the known 

attachment of Mr. Jefferson to a free press, as a necessary guardian of free Government, to 

which no man could be more devoted than he was. 

There is but too much truth in the picture of newspapers as sketched in the letter to 

the Philadelphia printer. But the effect of their falsehood and slanders must always be 

controlled in a certain degree by contradictions in rival or hostile papers where the press is 

free. The complaint nevertheless applies with much force to the one-sided publications which 

may happen to predominate at particular periods or under particular circumstances. It is 

then that the minds best disposed may be filled with the most gross and injurious untruths. 

Those who see erroneous statements of facts without ever seeing a contradiction of them, and 

specious comments without any exposure of their fallacies, will, of course, be generally under 

the delusions so strongly painted by Mr. Jefferson. It has been said, that any country might be 

governed at the will of one who had the exclusive privilege of furnishing its popular songs. 

The result would be far more certain from a monopoly of the politics of the press. Could it be 

so arranged that every newspaper, when printed on one side, should be handed over to the 

press of an adversary, to be printed on the other, thus presenting to every reader both sides of 

every question, truth would always have a fair chance.* But such a remedy is ideal; and if 

reducible to practice, continual changes in the arrangement would be required by the 

successive revolutions in the state of parties, and their effect on the relative opinions and 

views of the same editors; revolutions producing, when not duly anticipated and provided for 

by a candid [career], the mortifying incongruities and perplexities of which so many striking 

examples are seen. But I am running into observations as unnecessary on the present 

occasion as they would probably be unavailing where most applicable. 

I had adverted10 to the papers subscribed, ‘the spirit of '87,’ before my attention was 

pointed to them. The analytic and demonstrative views taken of the subject are able and 

instructive. If liable to any criticism, it is, that they have a superfluity of those meritorious 

characteristics. 

Should the copy of the letter to Mr. Norvell have left a blank requiring another copy, I 

will return the one sent me. 

 

[* He observed that it would be doubtful whether the reader (with the existing inveteracy11 of 

party feelings) would turn the paper to the side opposed to that he had embraced.] 

 

James Madison allusion to “popular songs” shows a humous side of him that is seldom seen. Madison was 

prescient on this matter and wrote an earlier commentary that fits into this narrative.  It demonstrates 

Madison modesty that he did not refer to his Report of 1800 in which he destructs the Alien and Sedition 

Acts.  Madison and Jefferson were incensed by President John Adams’ Alien and Sedition Acts of 1798 and 

issued a steady stream of verbal and written condemnations.  Then on January 23, 1799 in an address of 

23,000 words to the Virginia General Assembly, known as The Report of 1800, Madison analyzed and 

dismantled the Alien and Sedition Acts using crystal clear logic.  In a tour de force that rivals his earlier 

Memorial and Remonstrance, he devotes nearly half of his Report addressing the Sedition Act which in 

essence “abridges”12 freedom of the press. 
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The sophistry of a distinction between the liberty and the licentiousness of the press is so 

forcibly exposed in a late memorial from our late envoys to the Minister of the French 

Republic, that we here present it to you in their own words: 

The genius of the Constitution, and the opinion of the people of the United States, cannot be 

overruled by those who administer the Government. Among those principles deemed sacred 

in America, among those sacred rights considered as forming the bulwark of their liberty, 

which the Government contemplates with awful13 reverence and would approach only with 

the most cautious circumspection, there is no one of which the importance is more deeply 

impressed on the public mind than the liberty of the press. That this liberty is often carried to 

excess; that it has sometimes degenerated into licentiousness, is seen and lamented, but the 

remedy has not yet been discovered. Perhaps it is an evil inseparable from the good with 

which it is allied; perhaps it is a shoot which cannot be stripped from the stalk without 

wounding vitally the plant from which it is torn. However desirable those measures might be 

which might correct without enslaving the press, they have never yet been devised in 

America. No regulations exist which enable the Government to suppress whatever calumnies 

or invectives any individual may choose to offer to the public eye, or to punish such 

calumnies and invectives otherwise than by a legal prosecution in courts which are alike 

open to all who consider themselves as injured. 

An Interesting story made better yet because it is a true story, with larger-than-life characters, its 

relevance for today is obvious.  It should be noted and emphasized that Norvell published Jefferson’s letter 

on September 5, 1826 and Niles published it in his Weekly Register with commentary on September 30, 

1826.  It was more than a year later that Lafayette called attention to it from France on October 27, 1827.  

We are indebted to Lafayette for writing Madison and bringing additional attention to and commentary on 

this important matter. 

 

Taken together, Jefferson and Madison have it exactly right.  As Jefferson and Madison understood, 

we have only two choices, freedom of the press or government control either partial or complete.  They 

argue that partial control would evolve into complete control very quickly.  They would rather, as would I, 

have a free press in the absolute sense – meaning the press is free to print anything including lies and 

falsehoods, and complete fiction.   

We must remember that unlike the President and government employees who take an oath to uphold 

the Constitution and to be honest in their governmental duties, the press is under no such oath or obligation 

and therefore not constrained by it.  Unlike “public servants” the press has complete freedom and liberty.   

But a better way to live our personal and professional life is as Jefferson said, restrict yourself to 

“true facts & sound principles only.” 
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Les Rochambelles Chez Rochambeau 
By Joyce Good 

 
 Who are les Rochambelles??? 

 

 During WWII, an American Francophile from the Red Cross, Florence Conrad, collected funds to 

buy 19 new Dodge ambulances. She recruited mostly French women living in New York as nurses and 

drivers to join in her adventure. Some others joined in England. The story has it that when she proffered her 

ambulances and medical team to follow General LeClerc and his famous 2nd DB (Division Blindée), he 

wanted the ambulances but refused having women in his division.  Determined, Florence insisted that he 

would NOT have her ambulances if he did not accept her nurses.  General Leclerc finally accepted and after 

Morocco, the Rochambelles followed the 2nd DB from the Normandy beaches to Paris, and some followed 

all the way to the Eagle’s Nest in Berchtesgaden, Hitler’s country home. 

 

 
  

The nickname Rochambelles is an homage to the Count de Rochambeau, companion of Lafayette.  

So it was only fitting that we should pay a tribute to these women in the city of Vendôme and at the chateau 

de Rochambeau nearby.  On Saturday, there was an unveiling of a commemorative plaque on a bridge and 

then a ceremony around the statue of Rochambeau in Vendôme.  On Sunday, we continued our homage 

around a WWII Red Cross bivouac with Mme de Gouberville, descendant of General Rochambeau, dressed 

in military attire, directing the activities and Army jeeps just like her ancestor.  A pecan tree was planted and 

delicious cookies were made by the locals for the event.  In the caverns behind the castle there was a little 

play about the ghost of Rochambeau, a model of the Hermione, and archery practice. 
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Lafayette Sighting 

Château-Thierry, France 
by Ernest and Janet Sutton 

 
 The 100th Anniversary of the end of the Great War, “the war to end all wars,” will occur on November 11, 

2018 at 11 A.M.  The American Memorial Church in Château-Thierry dedicated in 1924 honors those American and 

French troops who died in the Second Battle of the Marne and Belleau Wood.  It commemorates the deep friendship 

between France and America portrayed in a magnificent stained-glass window titled “Lafayette, we are here!”  To 

represent this famous moment of the Great War, the artist used photographic archives to achieve a particularly vivid 

and realistic scene.  

 The stained-glass window represents a great moment in Franco-American Friendship at a time of great crisis.  

The window is not signed, but is a remarkably original work.  In its right lancet is depicted General John J. “Black 

Jack” Pershing and the American Expeditionary Force (AEF) landing at the port of Saint-Nazaire on June 27, 1917.   

A symbolic Lafayette in the center lancet welcomes Pershing and the AEF surrounded by the French generals: 

Marshall Foch, the Allied Commander-in-Chief; Joffre; Nivelle; and Pétain, the Lion of Verdun.  An angel descends 

from heaven, bringing Lafayette and Pershing a palm-branch representing victory.  

 In its left lancet, the French troops, nicknamed “Les Poilus” (The Bearded Ones), are represented by Corporal 

Pierre Sellier, who officially called the Armistice with his bugle at La Capelle, and by an alpine infantryman named 

Georges Bertrand-Vigne, who wrote Carnets de Guerre (War Notebooks).  Bertrand was sent to the United States to 

train the American troops in trench warfare.  Under the French flag are two pastors, Charles Merle d’Aubigné and 

Gabriel Vernier, who cared for the Monneaux-Château-Thierry parish during the war.   

 Below each lancet are shields representing the Republic of France, the City of Château-Thierry, and the 

United States.  Each shield sits in a wreath of oak leaves representing strength and endurance.  

 The church is located on the town square at 8 place de l’Hôtel de Ville, Château-Thierry, France.  From the 

church it is a short walk to where the severe fighting on the bridge over the Marne River occurred and a short drive to 

the Battle of Belleau Wood, to the Aisne-Marne American Cemetery, and to the Château-Thierry American Memorial 

on Hill 204, a crucial position taken by American forces during the battle.  The congregation is part of the United 

Reformed Church of France. 

 
 

American Memorial Church, Château-Thierry, France 
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“Lafayette, we are here!” stained-glass window 

American Memorial Church, Château-Thierry, France (1924) 
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Commemorative Medal given by the town of Château-Thierry in July 1920 to the French and American troops who 

fought at the Second Battle of the Marne and Belleau Wood.  The heads of Washington and Lafayette appear on the 
obverse with their names inscribed. The name of the artist, Gaston Lavrillier, and the mint mark, Paris Art, are in the 
lower right-hand corner.  The scroll is inscribed Château-Thierry Cote (Hill) 204. On the reverse is the rayed insignia 

of the French Legion of Honor and the words 
La Victoire Apparait 18 juillet 1918 (Victory was achieved on July 18, 1918). 
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Great War Scarf of 1918, Gloire aux Américains – Souvenir de France (Glory to the Americans – 

Remembrance of France), commemorates the Franco-American Friendship which lead to victory.  It depicts 

Washington, Lafayette, President Wilson and the Statue of Liberty given to America by the French people in 

1886.  The statue is recognized as a universal symbol of freedom and democracy. 

Skillman Library, Lafayette College, Easton PA 
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The Battle of Bois Belleau Remembered:  

Memorial Day - 100 years later 
by Joyce Good 

 
 For me this year, it was very important to remember those who died in the Battle of Bois Belleau 

near Château Thierry in June 1918.  Many considered this the turning point in WWI.  The Russian front 

having been weakened by the Bolshevik Revolution, the Germans put their full force into heading west to 

Paris.  They did not expect the Americans to be there so soon. 

 

 About 1,800 Americans, mainly Marines, died here.  The Germans called them the Devil Dogs or 

Hell Hounds because of their fierceness and ferocity.  Many Marines even today make a pilgrimage to drink 

the “beautiful water” (belle eau = Belleau) from the bulldog fountain in this tiny village. 

 

 Nearby in Château Thierry, the American Memorial Church was erected to honor those who died on 

French soil in WWI.  The Reverend Dr. James I. Good was the energetic organizer for this project.  A large 

stained glass window on the façade represents “La Fayette we are here”.  Although it may seem like an 

anachronism with General Pershing and La Fayette at first, it represents the American troops landing in 

Saint-Nazaire in 1917 being welcomed by a symbolic La Fayette. 

 

 
In April 2018, French President Emmanuel Macron gifted the United States a sessile oak sapling from Belleau Wood 

as part of his state visit. 
--------- 

Letters to the Editor 
 

This gazette is an excellent compilation of historic and current events about Lafayette.  Many thanks for your 

thoroughness in gathering so much relevant information. 

Jackie Noller 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Chuck & Alan - I appreciate all your hard work - this is an amazing issue, wow!  

Thank you for all you do! 

Jenny Cote 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Wow, good job! This will take some time to read. Awesome 😊 

Lea Gryk 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Very impressive--and almost as big as the New York Times!!!  GREAT job, Chuck & Alan!! 

Kim Burdick 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Hi Chuck & Alan.  Merci beaucoup!!!   This is the best edition ever!!!!!!  Dieu Vous  Benisse!  

Al Oberst 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I greatly enjoyed reading the Gazette and found it very juicy with good articles!  Congrats! 

Robert Crout 
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Lafayette Trivia   
Answer 1 of 2 

Answer: Why was Fort Fayette Decommissioned in 1814  

 

by Ernest and Janet Sutton 

   In 1814, the army decommissioned Pittsburgh’s Fort Fayette on 9th street and sold it for salvage, 

the same year the Allegheny Arsenal opened in Lawrenceville on 40th Street. 

  The Indian threat was gone, and a fort manned with a military unit was no longer needed.  An 

arsenal with a foundry, however, was needed.  Pittsburgh and its excellent river transportation system into 

the interior of America and beyond became the heart of a growing American steel industry.  By 1814, 

steamships made in the Pittsburgh area traversed the Ohio River down the Mississippi to New Orleans and 

back.  In only a few years afterward, its transoceanic steamships travelled to and from Boston.  

  During Lafayette’s visit to Pittsburgh from May 30 to 31, 1825, a reception was held in his honor at 

the Allegheny Arsenal hosted by its commanding officer Churchill.  The arsenal was severely damaged in a 

pair of explosions during the Civil War on September 17, 1862, the same day as the battle of Antietam.  The 

only surviving structure from Lafayette’s visit is the arsenal’s powder magazine built in 1814.  The arsenal 

closed in 1902 following the Spanish-American War.  At its closing, seven of its cannons, guns from the 

artillery in the Battle of Saratoga, were given to the Pennsylvania Sons of the American Revolution on long-

term loan.  This included one four-pounder provided by France to support the Americans.  Most likely 

Lafayette would have been shown these guns from the American War of Independence during his visit.  

Today, they are displayed at Fort Pitt and the Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh; and the SAR Museum and 

Education Center in Louisville. 

  

 
This Pennsylvania State Historic Plaque was located at 9th St & Penn Ave in Pittsburgh’s Cultural District. 

Primary source documents indicate “Fort Fayette” with decommissioned in 1814. 

After the widening of 9th St., this historical maker was removed and not returned since the 

 name of the fort was incorrect.  
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Allegheny Arsenal Powder Magazine built in 1814. 

Lafayette Trivia   

Answer 2 of 2 

 

Quilt historian Barbara Brackman, in her book Clues in the Calico, discusses color as a way to 

determine the time frame of manufacture of fabrics by studying the fabrics in quilts:   

 

A vibrant blue was popular in mid-nineteenth century cottons.  It may be a Prussian blue 

dye, introduced in the United States in 1832, also called Lafayette Blue after the 

Revolutionary War hero who had recently revisited the United States (1824-25) 

...Lafayette Blue appeared in plain cottons and in prints; it is common in florals, chintz-

scale pillar prints and rainbow prints where the background is shaded from light to dark.  

This blue was often printed with a drab tan; it was also combined with other colors with 

electric results.  Lafayette Blue is a good clue to a date between 1830 and 1860. 

 

According to Brackman, if you find a quilt that has fabric with the color she described, that textile 

will likely have been produced within a certain time frame, 1830-1860.  Lafayette Blue was anecdotally 

considered to be the same as the color in the Lafayette Coat of Arms.  The production of fabric in this new 

shade of blue followed shortly after the Marquis de Lafayette’s visit to the United States in 1824-1825. 

 

 
 

Coat of Arms of the Marquis de Lafayette 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:AlleghenyArsenalPowderMagazine.jpg
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The color Lafayette Blue was popular in more than fabric.  The April 10, 1919 issue of Geyer’s 

Stationer magazine describes some of their product line: 

 

In addition to the line of papeteries (ornamental box holding stationary) there is now a 

most elaborate line of blank greeting cards in a variety of stock and suitable 

colors.....These…paneled designs that are artistic in the extreme can be utilized for high 

class commercial announcements as well as for holiday purposes.  Included in this are 

some cards in the popular Lafayette Blue, which in their treatment is most attractive. No 

description of the Hurd line would be complete without a word concerning the new and 

popular numbers of the splendid Lafayette Blue.  A magnificent display is being made 

with boxes in the French uniform blue, embossed with the coat of arms of the Marquis de 

Lafayette and with authentic reproduction of Lafayette's signature.  They bear the title 

Lafayette Blue and Hurd's.  These boxes are all tied with red ribbon and part of them are 

lined with red and blue tissue ......The ream goods in the Lafayette Blue bear labels 

reproducing in true colors the Lafayette coat of arms. 

 

 This description may be interpreted as blank stationery with a blue border sold in an elaborate box.  

Also, it can be inferred that in 1919 the public would have known the color called “Lafayette Blue.” 

 

Today Benjamin Moore still sells a paint color called Lafayette Blue, and explains the origin of the 

color as follows:  

 

Known examples of 18th century paint guided the creation of Lafayette Blue, a shade 

created by Colonial Williamsburg's Historic Resources staff using a hand-ground mix of 

period-authentic blue and white pigments. 

  
Also available currently in Paula Deen’s Home Collection is a quilt set available in “Lafayette Blue 

- Powder blue background...”  This tint of blue is frequently described as powder blue.  The color of 

“Lafayette Blue” is kept alive today.   
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Cur Non?  Why Not?  Lafayette’s motto with a Lafayette Blue background. 

 

 

 

 

Vive Lafayette! 
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AFL MEMBER RECIEVES THE FRENCH LEGION OF HONOR MEDAL 

     

 

 

 We are pleased to announce that AFL member Rudolph Cusumano willl be awarded the French Legion 

of Honor medal on Tuesday, November 13, 2018 at the Hotel de Ville of Saint-Nazaire, France. The award is 

the highest French order for military and civil merits. The official document was signed by Emmanuel Macron, 

President of France.  

 

     A ceremony beginning at 11:30 a.m. will be held under the auspices of David Samzun, the Mayor of Saint-

Nazaire and Philippe Deguiral, municipal counselor. Monsieur Christian Aubin, Inspector General of Finances 

himself a recipient of the Legion of Honor will present the award to Mr. Cusumano in front of an audience of 

friends and relatives.  

 

     Mr. Cusumano is being rewarded for the many years he spent writing and publishing research and 

giving lectures in the United States and France to explain how a volunteer teenage freedom fighter named 

Gilbert Motier the Marquis de Lafayette and his courageous military accomplishments helped his adoptive 

father Commander in Chief General George Washington win the War of Independence. George Washington’s 

victory became the greatest international event; it led to the rule of law and the spread of American style 

democracy to many other nations.  

 
 

 

 
 

                                                        
 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Croix_de_la_legion_d_honneur_Recto.jpg?uselang=fr
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