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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Friend of Lafayette, 

 

 This year, 2017, is an important year for Lafayette’s legacy and a “huge” year for the AFL.  

 

 As for General Lafayette, it is the 100th anniversary of the arrival of the American Expeditionary 

Force in France and of Colonel Charles E. Stanton’s iconic statement at the conclusion of his speech at 

Picpus Cemetery on July 4, 1917 – “Lafayette, we are here!”  See article reprinted with the permission of 

Lafayette College. 

 

 2017 is also the 260th anniversary of Lafayette’s birth and the 240th anniversary of Lafayette’s arrival 

at Georgetown, South Carolina to join the cause of the American insurgents. 

 

 This year also marks the 75th anniversary of the Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette.  See 

reprint of Volume One, No. 1:  February, 1942.  The editor was Professor Frank Monaghan, a Yale historian. 

 

 He described the Gazette as follows: 

 

 One of the chief purposes of the GAZETTE is to keep all persons interested in 

working on Lafayette and his era in touch with each other.  We hope that all such persons will 

become active members of the Society, but in any event we think we shall become the 

clearing house for all those who seek scholarly aid and who wish to give similar assistance.  

The Editor will try to set aside a column or two in each issue of the GAZETTE for notes and 

queries that fall within the scope of the interests of members of the Society.  Please send your 

contributions in, but please be brief.  Otherwise the Editor will get out a blue pencil – hoping 

to retain the sense, but determined to conserve space.   

 

 Judging from the length of our last several Gazettes, I clearly have to invest in a set of blue pencils. 
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 As I said, 2017 is a huge year for our Society.  Thanks to the efforts of Secretary Bonnie Fritz, we 

now have a new and improved website. 

 

 As part of the process of updating the site, we have included the last 17 Gazettes and a link to 

Lafayette College’s digital collections where you can find numbers 1 to 68. 

 

 As of this printing, members of the AFL have participated in a series of events. 

 

 We were guests of the Grolier Club for a cocktail reception and tour of the exhibition:  “‘A True 

Friend of the Cause,’ Lafayette and the Antislavery Movement” curated by Diane Windham Shaw and Olga 

Anna Duhl on January 30, 2017 and enjoyed a wonderful guided tour given by Professor Duhl on the 

following day.  This was a joint event with area Lafayette College alumni; and my aide de camp, Chuck 

Schwam, on my orders, recruited seven alumni/ae as AFL members.  See article. 

 

 On March 14, 2017, AFL members participated in the Virginia Lafayette Day celebration. 

 

 Also, in Virginia, the AFL participated in the new American Revolution Museum’s “State Days.”  

AFL members – many from the states of the day which comprise the original 13 – sat at an AFL desk and 

provided information about their state’s role in the American Revolution and about our society. 

 

 On May 10, with the assistance and encouragement of Stephen Parahus, who joined the AFL after 

the Grolier Club event, the AFL will conduct commemorative exercises on the 100th anniversary of the 

dedication of Daniel Chester French’s Lafayette Monument in Prospect Park, Brooklyn, New York. 

 

 In June we will convene our annual meeting in Bethlehem, PA, Lafayette College and Philadelphia.  

We are preparing a wonderful program, and we are working on a special AFL publication to be hand-

delivered to all attendees. 

 

 In July the AFL will place its traditional wreath at Picpus Cemetery during the 100th anniversary of 

Colonel Stanton’s stirring speech. 

 

 Finally, the piéce de résistance for the AFL this year may be the Yorktown Day festivities.  This 

year, the AFL will dedicate the Lafayette Statue on the Riverwalk and participate in “Lafayette Day” events 

sponsored by the new museum on October 18.  In addition, as one of the 13 sponsoring societies, this year 

the AFL has the privilege of organizing the traditional Yorktown Day dinner and ceremonies on the 18th and 

19th. 

 

 I hope that many of you will be able to join us at these various and important events. 

 

 

       Best regards, 

 

 

 

 

       Alan R. Hoffman, 

       President 
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The Annual Meeting of the American Friends of Lafayette 

 
by Chuck Schwam 

   
 The 2017 annual meeting for the American Friends of Lafayette will be held in Bethlehem and Easton, 

Pennsylvania (Lafayette College) from June 8th to 11th.  This will be an exciting gathering as we have put together an 

itinerary full of Lafayette-related sites, exclusive tours, informative speakers, great food and a twist !!! 

 Our official hotel for this weekend is the Historic Hotel Bethlehem (437 Main St, Bethlehem, PA 18018).  This 
will be our first annual meeting where the hotel is part of the meeting experience.  This lovely hotel situated on "Main 
Street USA" has hosted the likes of Winston Churchill, Amelia Earhart, Muhammad Ali, Bob Hope and the Dalai Lama.  
Many presidents have stayed at the Historic Hotel Bethlehem, including Dwight Eisenhower, Gerald Ford, John 
Kennedy and Bill Clinton. 

  

 The Hotel is located in a designated National Register Historic District in Pennsylvania. This district 

encompasses a Top 10 USA Today Main Street adjacent to the residential historic homes from the 18th and 19th 

century as well as Historic Moravian Bethlehem.  In 2016 Historic Moravian Bethlehem was nominated to the US 

tentative list for UNESCO World Heritage Site Designation.  All this iconic history is right outside the hotel's front 

door.  

  

 Also on Main Street in Bethlehem you will find a plethora of wonderful shopping opportunities including the 

Moravian Book Store operating since 1745.  There are dozens of eating establishments on Main Street as well. 

 

 
Historic Main Street Bethlehem, Pennsylvania 

  

  

 

 The Historic Hotel Bethlehem will be where we hold our welcome reception Thursday evening, our breakfast 

Friday morning and out banquet Friday evening.  This will also be where our motor coaches load and unload. 

 

 On Thursday afternoon, we will offer a walking tour of Old Moravian Bethlehem.  Sites include Sun Inn, 

God’s Acre, Church Street buildings, Old Chapel & Central Moravian Church.  After the tour, we will hold our 
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Welcome Reception.  There will be a few speakers including Paul Peucker, Archivist of the Northern Province of the 

Moravian Church, who will give a talk about what Bethlehem was like when Lafayette was here in 1777.   Also 

speaking Thursday night will be Jeffrey Finegan (author) and Preston Hindmarch (illustrator) who will give a talk 

about their new book on Washington told from the perspective of Lafayette (copies for sale and signing).   

Refreshments will be served.  Camaraderie will abound. 

  

 On Friday morning, AFL members will breakfast on Moravian sugar cakes at the Historic Hotel Bethlehem's 

special restaurant 1741 on the Terrace.  Per usual, we have scheduled a touring day on Friday, visiting three very 

interesting Lafayette-related sites... 

 

 On July 23, 1825, braving a heat wave which sent the temperature soaring to 104 degrees, Lafayette visited 

the newly expanded Philadelphia water system. Known as the Fairmount Water Works, the system was an engineering 

marvel and the wonder of our young country.  We will be given a private, historical tour that highlights what Lafayette 

saw when he visited these waterworks.  

 

 
Eastern State Penitentiary 

 

 Lafayette also visited Eastern State Penitentiary during this time.  Eastern State Penitentiary was once the 

most famous and expensive prison in the world.  Known for its grand architecture and strict discipline, this was the 

world's first true penitentiary.  We will be given a private, historical tour that highlights what Lafayette saw when he 

visited the penitentiary.  

 

 Our final stop on Friday is Girard College, a unique educational institution created by the bequest of Stephen 

Girard (1750-1831), a French immigrant and quite possibly the richest man in America at the time of his death. 

(Girard was a member of Lafayette's Philadelphia welcoming committee in 1824.) We will tour Founder's Hall, built 

1833-1847, one of the largest and finest examples of Greek revival architecture in America. In addition to the building, 

we will see the Stephen Girard Collection of furniture, silver, paintings, ceramics, and textiles, as well as the 

Girardiana Collection of materials documenting the history of Girard College, 1848 to the present. 

 

  

 

 On Friday evening AFL members will be treated to a cocktail reception and our annual banquet in the Mural 

Ballroom of the Historic Hotel Bethlehem.  The meal will have a delicious French theme and the entertainment for the 

evening will be presented by The Ladies of History, performing a one act play starring Adrienne Lafayette and her 

"lady in waiting."  

 

  

 On Saturday, we will breakfast at Allan P. Kirby's Chateau Chavaniac, just north of the Lafayette campus.  

This 1930s-era structure was built to resemble Lafayette's birthplace.  We will then conduct our business meeting at 

the lovely Skillman Library at Lafayette College.  We will lunch at the library and then... 

  

 Our "twist" this year is to provide a more social, interactive and scholarly afternoon on Saturday.  We have 

three speakers lined up who will provide new insights about Lafayette.  The talks will be informal with time for 

audience interaction.  Our speakers include the distinguished Jean-Pierre Cap (discussing Lafayette: questions new and 
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old), Rachel Engel (Friendship and camaraderie in the Continental Army with special focus on Lafayette) and Julien 

Icher, (Lafayette's travels in New England 1824-1825).  AFL members will also have a chance to peruse the Special 

Collections, chock full of Lafayette artifacts.   

 
Daniel Chester French's sculpture of Lafayette 

 

 Also on Saturday, we will gather at Daniel Chester French's sculpture of Lafayette on campus for our annual 

AFL group photograph.  Late afternoon is highlighted by a reception with an exhibition of Lafayette portraits and 

history paintings featuring Lafayette in the Williams Center Gallery at Lafayette College. 

 

 Dinner that evening will be in the Wilson Room of the Alumni Center of Lafayette College, which has a 

striking rendering of General Lafayette in stained glass.  Spending the whole day at the college will allow members to 

socialize, study and relax without interruption. 

 

 On Sunday, Barb and Phil Schroeder will open their home to us for our farewell Brunch event.  There will be 

an opportunity to visit the neighboring Jacobsburg Historic Site, which includes the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum, 

and the 1832 John Joseph Henry home. John Joseph Henry was a member of the third of five generations of the Henry 

family of gun makers, who produced Pennsylvania long rifles from the 1750s through the late 1800s, first in Lancaster 

Pennsylvania and later in Philadelphia and Nazareth PA. The Henry home, in the style of a Philadelphia townhouse, 

was occupied by five generations of the Henry family from 1832 through the 1980s and contains original furnishings.  

 

For more information or if you would like to register for this fantastic annual meeting 

contact Chuck Schwam at 240-676-5010 or americanfriendsoflafayette@gmail.com 
 

 
Lafayette College Campus 
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AFL Hosts Yorktown Victory Celebration 
 

By Chuck Schwam 

 

 

 If you have never been to the Yorktown Victory Celebration events held each October, this is the 

year to attend.  This year's events will be hosted by The American Friends of Lafayette.  Hosts are rotated 

through the thirteen participating patriotic societies, and this year is our turn.  Consequently we will be 

seizing this opportunity, and it will be a two-day Lafayette-fest !!! 

 

 Festivities will start with a bang on Wednesday morning, October 18th as we unveil our statue of 

Lafayette on the Yorktown waterfront.  The ceremony will be attended by local dignitaries and Lafayette 

devotees from all over the country.  We will gather to see Lafayette join his adoptive father (Washington) 

and fellow countryman (de Grasse).  After the ceremony, the AFL will host a reception at the elegant Freight 

Shed on the Yorktown waterfront, only steps from the statue. 

 

 
 

 After the reception, the American Revolution Museum at Yorktown will host "Lafayette Day" at the 

museum.  We will be given a private tour of the new museum including the special exhibit on James 

(Armistead) Lafayette.  There will be speakers throughout the afternoon talking specifically about Lafayette 

including AFL president Alan Hoffman and AFL Curator Diane Shaw. 

 

 That evening, back at the museum, the Yorktown Day Association will be holding its annual dinner 

hosted by the AFL.  We promise an elegant and entertaining evening with a 

very special surprise guest.  The evening will be French-themed with a heaping portion of Lafayette.   

 

 

 

Thursday, October 19th begins with another important ceremony sponsored by the AFL and the 

Friends of Rochambeau. We will gather at the French Cemetery near the Yorktown Battlefield to honour the 

French soldiers who died during the siege of Yorktown.  This is a short yet very moving ceremony that is a 

must see. 
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 Following the cemetery observance, we will attend the wreath-laying ceremony at the French 

Memorial in memory of the French veterans who served in the American Revolution.  Then the very special 

Yorktown Day Parade takes place down Main Street.  There are few better examples of Americana than this 

parade. 

 

 The parade ends at the Yorktown Victory Monument where the annual patriotic exercises take place.  

The pomp and circumstance is significant as hundreds gather to celebrate the victory that propelled 

Americans towards full independence.  The exercises start with a military flag ceremony and singing of both 

French and American anthems.  Attendees are treated to several high-ranking speakers with the keynote 

address being delivered this year by none other than AFL President, Alan Hoffman. 

 

 That evening we will hold our world famous AFL cocktail party.  This year's party will again take 

place at the Hornsby House Inn.  We expect the usual lively gathering providing a great way to conclude the 

festivities.   

 

 Unlike years past, the AFL will have a special hotel to accommodate the influx of members 

attending.  The rate will be $119 per night with a full hot breakfast included.  More to come on the hotel 

accommodations in early summer.  Please be on the look-out for official invitations to this two day event in 

early summer as well.  Questions can be directed to Chuck Schwam at 240-676-5010 or 

americanfriendsoflafayette@gmail.com.  Mark your calendars for October 18th and 19th.  This event is not 

to be missed !!! 
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Lafayette Statue in Yorktown 
 

by Chuck Schwam 

 

 It gives me great satisfaction to announce that the necessary $35,000 has been raised.  On October 18th, the 

American Friends of Lafayette will unveil a new statue of General Lafayette.  Thanks to many VERY generous 

organizations and individuals (both "AFLers" and otherwise), Lafayette will proudly stand on the Yorktown 

waterfront, alongside General Washington and Admiral de Grasse on the Riverwalk. 

 

 Our fundraising started in June 2016 and half of our goal was reached by the publication of our last Gazette 

(October 2016).  With thirty-six donors at that time, Sculptor Cyd Player began fashioning the likeness of Lafayette.  

Ms. Player is an accomplished artist who welds steel to achieve her vision of history.  Using welding equipment and 

blacksmith-like tools, her depiction of Washington and de Grasse are visited by thousands of tourists annually.   

 In our opinion, it was appropriate to have the “Lafayette” join them.  Apparently it was your opinion too!  In 

the last few months of 2016, thirty-four more donations came in and we've easily reached our goal of $35,000 (in only 

6½  months!).  Our vision will be realized and fruition is near at hand. 

 On October 18th 2016, Lafayette will be unveiled to the public.  At 11:00am all will gather from far and wide 

to see Lafayette join his adoptive father and fellow countryman.  Please join us at the momentous event open to the 

public.  After the ceremony, the AFL will host a reception at the elegant Freight Shed on the Yorktown waterfront, 

only steps from the statue. 
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 Special thanks to AFL members David Bowditch, Mark Schneider, and Julien Icher who all posed as 

"Lafayette models" for sculptor Cyd Player. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

We extend our thanks to all who made contributions to our successful campaign to bring this 

important new honor and badge of recognition to our hero. 
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Exhibits in Yorktown to Commemorate Dedication of Lafayette Statue 
 
 In recognition of the dedication of the Lafayette statue on Yorktown's Riverwalk, Bill Cole, lifetime AFL 

member and Yorktown resident, has developed three exhibits of items from his collection related to Lafayette to be 

shown in Yorktown in October, 2017. 

 

 Each of the exhibit venues will contain a variety of historic items related to Lafayette, many of which are 

related to his connection to Yorktown.  Some of the venues will have similar items, but each of them will have a 

number of unique items.  A visit to all three will provide views of a wide variety of interesting Lafayettiana. 

 

 Among the items to be displayed are a number of commemorative plates including depictions of Lafayette and 

Washington at Mt. Vernon, bust images of Lafayette, several examples of Lafayette arriving at Castle Garden in 1824, 

and views of the Chateau de la Grange, Lafayette's home.  Several ceramic items created for Lafayette's visit to 

America in 1824 and 1825 will include copper luster pitchers and a child's canary-glazed cup showing Washington 

and Lafayette.  Some examples of commemorative silk ribbons made for Lafayette's visit will be distributed among 

the three locations.  A large 1957 French poster made to commemorate Lafayette's 200th birthday will be displayed in 

the lower level of York Hall.  Several copperplate engravings, including an original print of Lafayette at Yorktown 

with James Armistead Lafayette based on the Le Paon painting, an original print of the painting of Lafayette by 

Couder hanging in the Palace of Versailles, several contemporary newspapers and books, 20th-century stamps, and 

various Lafayette-related ephemera will be exhibited.   

 

 The three venues are:  a case at the Gallery at York Hall, York County's former courthouse at the corner of 

Main and Ballard Streets;  a case and a wall area on the lower level of York Hall, among the exhibits of the York 

County Museum's collection;  and a case at the Yorktown branch of the York County Public Library, 4 miles south of 

Historic Yorktown on Rt. 17. 

 

 Most items will be on display for the entire month of October, 2017, and all venues are free and open to the 

public during regular business hours. 

 

 
Wedgwood portrait and print of Lafayette, and an 1824-25 silk ribbon featuring Washington & Lafayette 
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Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe and the American Friends of Lafayette 

Conduct Wreath-Laying Ceremony in Honor of Lafayette Day 

at Virginia State Capitol 
 

By Robert Kelly 
 

On March 14, 2017 members of the American Friends of Lafayette gathered in the Virginia State 

Capitol Rotunda to commemorate the third annual Lafayette Day in Virginia.  The observance featured a 

formal wreath-laying at the bust of Lafayette by Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe.  Governor McAuliffe 

delivered inspirational remarks about Lafayette and Washington.  The bust of Lafayette is located directly 

opposite the iconic life size sculpture of Washington, both of which were sculpted by Houdon.  Later in the 

afternoon, Governor McAuliffe even Tweeted about his participation in the wreath-laying!  Distinguished 

guests included James Dillard from the Virginia State Board of Education; Jeff Lambert, Executive Director, 

General Society Sons of the Revolution; Demas Boudreaux, Alliance Française; Heloise B. Levit, La Table 

Française; and eight members of the AFL.  Other represented groups this year included the Alliance 

Francaise de Richmond Chapitre Rochambeau, the Lafayette Society of Fayetteville, North Carolina, and the 

French-American Chamber of Commerce. 

 

On behalf of the AFL I delivered the following remarks: 

 

“Patriotism and Philanthropy—when combined in the same individual, he may be 

justly styled the noblest work of God.”  These inspirational words were spoken as a toast in 

honor of the Marquis de Lafayette at a banquet held in Norfolk, Virginia on October 23, 

1824. To this day, Lafayette embodies many of the qualities that make America so exceptional 

in our world’s antiquity. His legacy in American history is defined by his persistent pursuit of 

freedom, his willingness to sacrifice, and his unrelenting charity in support of independence 

and liberty.  It is for these reasons, and many more, that we gather here each March 14th to 

commemorate the Marquis de Lafayette.    

 

I am here on behalf of the American Friends of Lafayette.  With a membership of 

roughly 500 people around the county and world, we are an organization aware of the 

principles of this great French visionary leader.  We are inspired by the quality of his 

remarkable career, eternally grateful for his contributions to our own struggle for liberty, 

and continually mindful of his efforts to forge an eternal bond of friendship between the 

United States and France.   

 

In closing, it is truly an honor to be here with you all today.  On behalf of the Board of 

Governors of the American Friends of Lafayette, I want to thank you for this opportunity to 

publically honor our hero, the Marquis de Lafayette.   

 

Following the ceremony, Mark Greenough, Historian for the Virginia State Capitol, led the AFL on 

an in-depth tour of the historic building complete with expert commentary.  Highlights of the tour included 

the Old Senate Chamber where we viewed two impressive paintings: “The Arrival of the First Permanent 

English Settlers Off Jamestown Island, May 13, 1607” by Griffith Baily Coale, and “Storming of a British 

Redoubt at Yorktown by American Troops” by Eugene Louis Lami.  We also visited the Old Hall of the 

House of Delegates, where the Bill of Rights was ratified into the U. S. Constitution, Aaron Burr was tried 

for and acquitted of treason, and Robert E. Lee assumed command of the Virginia forces.  Our tour 

concluded in the Jefferson Room which contains a full-length portrait of Thomas Jefferson by George 
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Catlin, the original plaster model of the Capitol commissioned by Jefferson and built by Jean-Pierre 

Fouquet, and an 18th-century clock given to the Commonwealth by Lady Astor.   

 

After lunch at the charming Bistro Bobette in downtown Richmond, the AFL was treated to a VIP 

tour of the John Marshall House which is owned by Preservation Virginia.  Site Coordinator Ms. Bobbie 

LeViness provided a wonderful tour, focusing on the life of Chief Justice Marshall, while also incorporating 

many facts about Lafayette’s visit to Richmond.  Additionally, we viewed an original manuscript written by 

Lafayette, and visited the room where on November 1 1824 Lafayette dined as a guest of Marshall.  John 

Marshall was a close friend of Washington and Lafayette, and served as Lafayette’s “unofficial” host during 

his visit to Richmond in 1824.  

 

Many thanks to those AFL members who attended, and a special thank you to Mark Greenough and 

Bobbie LeViness for providing wonderful tours.  The Lafayette Day commemoration is truly an inspirational 

experience and I hope you will consider attending next year on Wednesday, March 14, 2018.  
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Lafayette Trivia:   

How did Lafayette Persuade our First Ally to Come to Valley Forge? 
By Ernest and Janet Sutton 

 

Question 1 of 2 

  

After the Battle of Brandywine (September 11, 1777), Lafayette recuperated from battle wounds 

under the care of the Moravians at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania (Site of the 2017 AFL annual meeting).  He 

returned to Washington’s Army at Valley Forge on October 19, 1777.  Then he was ordered on January 24, 

1778 to proceed to Albany, New York to take command of an invasion army with the mission of capturing 

Montreal, Canada.    

 

 After arriving in Albany on February 17, 1778, he joined Major General Philip Schuyler at 

Johnstown, New York. Schuyler called for a conference of the Six Nations Confederation of the 

Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) following the American success at the Battle of Oriskany, the Siege of Fort 

Schuyler (Stanwix) and the defeat of the British army under General Burgoyne at Saratoga.  With these 

victories, Schuyler hoped that the Six Nations would either support the Americans or remain neutral. 

 

Since the Albany Congress of 1754, there was a long period of peace among the Six Nations and 

with the colonials.  This “Covenant Chain” was sealed with a wampum belt marked in purple with King 

George II’s monogram “GR”.  [A copy of this belt can be seen along with experiencing the Battle of 

Oriskany at the Philadelphia Museum of the American Revolution (M*AR) which opened April 19, 2017.] 

 

After the Oneida fought side-by-side with the Americans against the crown, the “Covenant Chain” 

among the Six Nations was broken and turned into a civil war.  Of the Six Nations, only the Oneida and their 

adopted Tuscarora cousins supported the Americans.  This alliance was sealed on September 16, 1777 in 

Albany with a war wampum belt that was held by each warrior signifying taking the hatchet from the 

Americans.  Afterwards the nearly 300 warriors joined Major General Gates at Saratoga.  
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Later during the Johnstown conference, Lafayette anticipated Congress approving Washington’s 

request for the Oneida warriors to come to Valley Forge in the spring. Lafayette also appreciated the 

dilemma that the Oneida faced in supporting such a request.  After the Oneida fought with the Americans, 

the Four Nations supporting the crown destroyed an Oneida village in retribution.   If Oneida warriors were 

away at Valley Forge, they feared a major attack on their unfortified village of Kanonwalhale.   

 

During this time, the Oneida named Lafayette “Kayewla”, the great warrior.  How was the young 20-

year-old Lafayette able to persuade nearly 50 warriors to go to Valley Forge to support the Americans? 

ANSWER ON PAGE 85 

 

Lafayette Trivia Question: 

Lafayette, Ladies, and Oranges  

by Janet and Ernest Sutton 
 

Question 2 of 2 

By all accounts, the Marquis de Lafayette was very popular with the ladies.  During his 1824-1825 

return trip to the United States, many receptions and dinners marked his progress through the states.  People 

were thrilled to meet Lafayette, who was viewed as one of the giants of history for his role in winning 

American independence.   Some of the souvenirs manufactured in honor of Lafayette's visit included items 

made of porcelain, glass, paper, metal and textiles.   Lacking the technology to take a selfie with one of the 

heroes of the American Revolution, one woman created her own tangible souvenir of the special occasion 

when she met Lafayette.  

 

What part did oranges play in a creating a souvenir of a memorable evening with the Marquis de 

Lafayette? 

 

 

 
 

“Fayette Brand Oranges” Citrus Fruit Crate Label from Los Angeles 

 

ANSWER ON PAGE 88 
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National History Day Contest 

by Jerry Meekins 

 

   Last October, Tyler Roy, a fifteen year old 10th grader attending Polk Pre-Collegiate Academy in 

Auburndale, FL, contacted The American Friends of Lafayette requesting information about Lafayette and 

The American Friends of Lafayette. He is a contestant in the National History Day Contest. Simply put, as 

stated on the nhd.org website, engaging students and teachers in historical research and skills development.  

     The 2017 theme of the NHD is, "Taking a Stand In History". Tyler's project is, "Lafayette: The Hero of 

Two Worlds".  

     I was fortunate and honored to answer Tyler's interview questions. Since then I've been following his 

progress. He has recently won the competition in his school and is currently a contestant in the State 

competition. 

     I am thoroughly impressed with this young man and his project. He has a profound grasp of Lafayette, for 

someone recently introduced to the life of Lafayette and who he was. His idea to focus on Lafayette came 

from the play Hamilton. 

     Because our organization(AFL) is very involved in educating our youth about Lafayette and his 

contributions, Tyler's project is both personally and organizationally special. Tyler has been given a student 

membership in the AFL. I submit Tyler's project for viewing here: http://99788677.nhd.weebly.com\ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://99788677.nhd.weebly.com/
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Lafayette visits Illinois College 

 
By Almut Spalding 

  

 

 

 If there is one recent cultural phenomenon that has brought name recognition of Lafayette to a wide 

range of age groups, it is the musical Hamilton.  Phenomenally successful on Broadway, the show is now 

also produced at the PrivateBank Theatre in Chicago.  In that show, the actor playing Lafayette and Jefferson 

is Chis De’Sean Lee, an amazingly talented 22-year-old rising senior at the Belmont University School of 

Music.  On February 6, 2017, he came to Illinois College, where all new students during their first semester 

had studied the script and music of Hamilton.  What better moment for the AFL Board of Governors to give 

him a year’s honorary membership for making Lafayette known through his art?!  With his AFL pin proudly 

pinned on his black sweater below a silver necklace, Chris captivated the campus with a presentation on the 

path that led him to the roles of Lafayette and Jefferson, and performed many of the songs of that musical.  

This is an actor to watch!   

 

 
Chris Lee receiving his AFL pin from                                                                                                                                                      

Paul Spalding 

 

 
Chris Lee with AFL members Almut & Paul Spalding 
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Skillman Library Acquires Noted “Farewell Tour” Souvenir Handkerchief 
 

By Diane Shaw, Lafayette College 

 

 

Long on our wish list at Skillman Library, and discovered at the Manhattan Vintage Book and 

Ephemera Show in March, this wonderful linen handkerchief was made in Philadelphia in 1824. It features 

copperplate engraving by the Germantown Print Works of two vignettes depicting Lafayette’s arrival at 

Independence Hall in Philadelphia, September, 1824 and his arrival at the Port of New-York on the Cadmus, 

August, 1824. A central portrait of Lafayette as “The Nation’s Guest” is flanked on the left by the text of 

Pennsylvania Governor John Andrew Shulze’s address to Lafayette and on the right by Lafayette’s reply. 

This is an unusually well-preserved example of this handkerchief, which has been called “one of the more 

tasteful mementoes” produced to commemorate Lafayette’s visit. There is also a copy at the Winterthur 

Museum. 

 
 

 

 

 



Newsletter  21  friendsoflafayette.org 

Wild Apricot is a Wild Success! 
By Bonnie Fritz 

 

In January of 2017, we officially launched the new American Friends of Lafayette website.  This 

website is an upgrade to the former website www.friendsoflafayette.org and now has a Member Only 

section. The member only section gives members access to our membership directory and links to research 

about Lafayette.  

 

In addition, we send out association notices, event registrations and other updates through this 

website. Finally, future versions will include blog posts and member focus features.   

Here are instructions to update your membership profile and opt in/out of listing your information in the 

private directory. 

 

 
If you forgot your password, or never logged in before, click ‘forgot password’. 

http://www.friendsoflafayette.org/
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Now the home page shows that you have logged in. You can click on your name if you would like to 

update your profile. 

 
 

You can click on any blue links. But to open the Profile page, click on your name. 
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Here you will see several options that you can choose by clicking the various related ‘radio buttons’. 

Don’t forget to click Save at the bottom. 

 
 

Back to the main menu. The next two screen shots show the difference between what a member who 

logged in can see… 
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versus what the public can see… 

 
 

Have fun, click around the whole site. 

 

Questions? Email us at americanfriendsoflafayette@gmail.com 
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Lafayette Sighting 
 

by Almut Spalding 

 

 Almut & Paul Spalding recently visited Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art in Bentonville, 

AR (birthplace of Walmart), and whom would they find there?  None other than Lafayette.  Apparently this 

was a study for the full-length portrait in the NY Public Library. The painter (Samuel Morse) is quoted: "My 

feelings were almost too powerful for me...This is the man...who spent his youth, his fortune, and his time, 

to bring about our happy Revolution; the friend and companion of Washington, terror of tyrants, the firm 

and consistent supporter of liberty, the man whose beloved name has rung from one end of the continent 

to the other, whom all flock to see, whom all delight to honor." 
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AFL Member Bill Hurley Wins Lafayette Award 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AFL member Bill Hurley (with wife Sandy and the rest of their family) is shown here with the inaugural 

Lafayette Award in Fayetteville, North Carolina, on April 24. The award was initiated by Mayor Nat 

Robertson as a way to honor citizens who have made outstanding contributions to the city. Bill, who is also a 

founding member of the Lafayette Society, led successful revitalization efforts in the Downtown when he 

was Fayetteville’s Mayor in the 1980’s. He continues to serve on the Board of the Lafayette Society and is 

still an active leader in the community. 
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Lafayette 1000 
by Alan Hoffman 

 

 Those of you of a certain age may recall a time when the first two characters of a telephone number 

were described with letters, not numbers.  For example, my home telephone number in Brooklyn, New York 

was TE6-1489 (today 836-1489).  If someone asked me for my telephone number, I would tell him “Terrace 

6 1489”. 

 

 Perhaps the most famous telephone exchange was “BUtterfield 8,” capitals in the original, the title of 

the 1960 movie about a call girl played by Elizabeth Taylor.  She won the Academy Award for her role.  The 

poster for the movie included the following:  “just call … BUtterfield 8.”  Butterfield 8 was an actual 

telephone exchange that provided service to posh precincts of Manhattan’s Upper East Side.  In an earlier 

time, the first three characters of a telephone number were expressed by letters.  Thus, Butterfield meant 

288, and one would identify his telephone number this way:  “Butterfield 1234.” 

 

 
  

 This practice of using a name that gave us the first three and later two characters of a telephone 

number lapsed over time and by the 1970’s was replaced by our current usage of providing telephone 

numbers – land lines or cell phones – completely digitally as in 288-1234.  

 

 My first private sector job in the 1970s was at a small law firm that had offices in downtown Boston, 

first on State Street, the site of the Boston Massacre and the Old State House, and later on Commercial 

Wharf.  The firm’s telephone number was, and still is, 523-1000, with the addition today of the area code, 

617.  About two years ago, as I was leaving the Boston Athletic Club in South Boston to drive to work, 

about two miles away, one of my locker room acquaintances, who had heard me talk about Lafayette, no 

doubt on numerous occasions, stopped me, and said:  “Alan, you know, don’t you, the Boston telephone 

exchange 523 was Lafayette 3?”  I replied that “I didn’t but do now.”   

 

 Because the first three letters of Lafayette on a traditional telephone translate into the numbers 523, it 

is likely that “Lafayette” was one of the older three letter exchanges in the Boston area, used between 1920 

and the 1950s when the two letter, five number usage became the norm.  Thus, had I been around and 

working in Boston in those days, I would have given my telephone number as “Lafayette 1000.”  Who 

knew? 

 

 



Newsletter  28  friendsoflafayette.org 

Our Quizmeisters, the Suttons found this cartoon online.  How many factual errors can you 
find?  We will recognize the person who reveals the most inaccuracies at our June meeting 
and in the next Gazette. Send your entries to us at americanfriendsoflafayette@gmail.com 
 

 

 

mailto:americanfriendsoflafayette@gmail.com
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BOOKNOTES 
 

by Chuck Schwam 

 

 

Revolutionary Delaware: Independence in the First State 

Authored by AFL member Kim Burdick 

 An exciting new book from AFL member Kim Burdick has recently been published.  Titled 
Revolutionary Delaware: Independence in the First State, Ms. Burdick's book is a fabulous account 
of Revolutionary War history in Delaware.  She mentions Lafayette a great deal in the book 
chronicling his time in the "First State." 

 Ms. Burdick's research was obviously extensive as she has uncovered frequently untold 
history that underscores Delaware's significant role in the American Revolution.  Our only wish is 
that she could write twelve more books (one for each of the remaining original states). 

            Kim Burdick is a Life member of the American Friends of Lafayette.  She is also President 
Emerita of the W3R-US.   In 2008, she moved with her family to the Hale-Byrnes House in 
Stanton, Delaware.  It was at this house that Lafayette celebrated his 20th birthday. 
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Picpus Ceremony 2017 
 

by August Huber 

 

 
 In keeping with a long practiced tradition, all politically appointed ambassadors were relieved of their posts 

with the inauguration of the new president on January 20th.  This included Ms. Jane Hartley, the former Ambassador to 

France.  The U.S. has always had very strong leadership from the career State Department diplomats, which is 

certainly still the case today. 

 

 Nonetheless, these professionals are reluctant to schedule public events without knowing the availability of 

whoever may assume the post.  Since the Ambassador’s post is still vacant, it is very difficult for the AFL to 

ascertain the actual date of the 2017 Picpus Ceremony at Lafayette's grave. 

 
 Traditionally on July 4th the AFL has participated with SAR, DAR, Society of the Cincinnati, military 

personnel and embassy officials to honor Lafayette and change the American Flag flying over his gravesite.  Over the 

last several years, the date has not been on July 4th, but rather late June or early July to accommodate the ambassador's 

schedule which has made it very difficult for our members to schedule their travel.   

 

 We are still waiting for the official date to be announced.  Our hope is that the ceremony will take 

place on the traditional date of July 4th again.  We will keep you posted on the 2017 date.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Lafayette, we are here!” 

 
 
 

 On the 100th anniversary of Colonel Charles E. Stanton’s iconic statement at Picpus Cemetery in 

Paris – “Lafayette, we are here!” – we are pleased to publish three items from the Albert Hatton Gilmer 

“Lafayette, we are here!” collection. These items are (1) chapter 3 of an unpublished manuscript by Gilmer 

entitled “Fourth of July in Paris 1917,” (2) a photostat of the original speech signed by Colonel Stanton and 

initialed “O.K.J.J.P” by General Pershing, and (3) a copy of the short speech given by General Pershing after 

his aide delivered his rousing closing line “Lafayette, we are here!”  

 

 Gilmer was a long-time Professor of Speech and Dramatic Art at Lafayette College. He was also a 

member of The American Friends of Lafayette. We are very grateful to Diane Shaw and Lafayette College 

for giving the AFL permission to print these extraordinary materials in this the 86th edition of the Gazette. 

 
- Alan Hoffman 
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The Picpus Cemetery Flagpole Saga 

by Rex Cowan 

 Looking back, I suppose it all started with Washington’s key to the Bastille; or, more precisely, the 

Marquis de Lafayette’s key . . . . 

 My wife and I were visiting Washington’s Mt. Vernon in August of 2004.  When we entered the 

foyer, one of our group pointed to a key mounted on the wall and asked why it was there.  “Well, that’s the 

key to the Bastille, presented to General Washington by le Marquis de Lafayette; they were like father and 

son you know,” our guide responded.  Pressing on, the questioner further inquired:  “Is it really the key to 

the Bastille?”  To which our guide responded, somewhat skeptically I thought:  “It is supposed to be.” 

 Being a self-described student of history, I found myself with an armload of books about Washington 

in hand as I left the Mt. Vernon gift shop following our tour.  By golly, I would find out if le Marquis really 

was like a son to Washington.  And, was that really the key to the Bastille? 

 Having finished my Washington books, and proceeded to read Jason Lane’s fine work The General 

and Madame Lafayette, Partners in Liberty’s Cause in the American and French Revolutions, I found that: 

yes, General Washington and le Marquis did develop a father/son type relationship during our Revolutionary 

War; and, yes, the key in question was, in all probability, a key to the Bastille . . . of which, of course, there 

were many. 

 August 2005 found my wife and me in Paris, following a long afternoon’s search for le Cimitière de 

Picpus (during which we almost gave up), standing at the foot of le Marquis’ grave.  In my mind’s eye I had 

envisioned the Stars and Stripes snapping to in a strong breeze, as it reputedly has ever since the day our 

beloved Marquis was laid to rest in 1834.  The absence of a strong breeze could not be helped; but what we 

found with respect to our flag’s display was, well . . . disappointing to say the least.  There it sat, attached 

with twine to a faded broomstick stuck in a rusted metal pipe embedded in the ground. Sacré bleu! 

 Back in the States, my mind remained roiled at what I considered to be the undignified manner in 

which the Stars and Stripes was being flown over this historical site.  Whose responsibility was it to rectify 

the situation?  Ultimately, I decided it should be mine.  How to begin? 

 Casting fate to the wind, I picked up my trusty Larousse Dictionary and found that the phrase for 

flagpole in French is “mat de drapeau.”  A Google search on yahoo.fr pointed me to ENTEND’ART, a 

flagpole foundry in Normandy.  A short e-mail in my barely acceptable French (with helpful English 

translation!) was sent to them.  Could ENTEND’ART put me into contact with the right people at le 

Cimitière de Picpus?  Somewhat to my surprise, a response was promptly received.  “Wait,” said my newly-

found contact at the foundry, “We will see what we can do.” 

 About two weeks later my office assistant answered and telephone and then advised:  “There is a 

gentleman on the line who says he is from Paris, France and would like to speak with you.”  Thus, I came to 

make the acquaintance of the Chairman for le Fondation Picpus.  After I outlined what I wanted to do, and 

why, the Chairman responded:  “Well, the reason for the flag being displayed in its present manner is that 

the caretaker of the Cemetery removes it each evening and this is a convenient arrangement.”  He went on to 

add:  “We have several offers or requests to conduct activities involving le Marquis’ grave each year.  The 

last was in connection with a TV quiz show.  We generally refuse them all.”  My heart sank.  “But your 

proposal . . . we will gladly accept.” 
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 Progress!  But there were certain restrictions.  The pole had to be “in keeping with the dignity and 

atmosphere” of Picpus (meaning bronze), could not be too tall, and would need to be delivered to the 

cemetery for le Fondation to install.  I then went back to ENTEND’ART.  “No” they did not do bronze 

poles, aluminum would have to do.  “Yes,” they could arrange for their poles to be anodized to a bronze-like 

color.  Furthermore, they did not produce poles of less than a specific height (about 15 ft. as I recall).  

Instructions to ENTEND’ART were then given by me, and plans produced for two poles . . . one for Old 

Glory and the other for the French flag, symbolizing Franco/American solidarity as represented by our 

“Hero of Two Worlds,” le Marquis.  These plans were transmitted to le Fondation for approval, with a note 

that the poles could be planted to a depth which would reduce the visible portion from 15 to about 10 feet in 

height.  Voila!  We were in business!  Or so I thought.  

 Several weeks passed.  Hearing no objection from le Fondation, I took this to signify approval; and 

the necessary funds were wired to ENTEND’ART.  The bank personnel were thrilled to be of assistance 

when advised what the funds were being wired for.  But, I had not been back in my office for ten minutes 

following the wire’s transmission (literally), when word came from le Fondation via e-mail: “No, the 

flagpole(s) would be too tall, and no there absolutely could not be a second pole for the French flag.”  My 

heart sank.  Frustration! 

 Calming myself, I surmised that maybe there was something being lost in translation between the 

American “can do, finish the job” approach to projects and the French “we must take our time, we must be 

politic” approach.  I found myself asking: “What would le Marquis do?”  Well, of course, he would 

complete the job to be done with both grace and élan!  So came about my decision to write both the 

Chairman of le Fondation and ENTEND’ART, requesting that they work together to sort things out, with 

ENTEND’ART to keep any excess from the sum already wired since there would now be only one pole 

involved instead of two, as an expression of my appreciation for its efforts. 

 Time passed.  Then an e-mail from ENTEND’ART. Their representative had travelled to Paris and 

met, personally, with the Chairman of le Fondation at le Cimitière de Picpus. They had gone back to the 

proverbial drawing board, and were enclosing a drawing of the bronze pole they would produce. The cleat 

on the pole would be their standard plastic, affixed with a strap.  E-mails flew from my office: “No” the pole 

could not have a “flying saucer” as its finial, and a plastic cleat would not be dignified. The finial would 

have to be a ball, and the cleat bronze attached with bolts.  But “no” came the reply:  “we do not put ball 

finials on mats de drapeau in France anymore, but ‘yes’ we can accommodate you on the cleat.”  More e-

mails flew. 

 More time passed.  Then, in May of 2006, an e-mail from ENTEND’ART arrived. The deed was 

done!  ENTEND’ART had sent its own workmen to le Cimitière de Picpus to install its final product under 

the instruction of le Fondation.  Then, a few days later, a gracious e-mail from le Fondation’s Chairman . . . 

the mat de drapeu was “perfect.” International understanding had been reached, the dignity of le Marquis 

and le Cimitière de Picpus preserved and, as I believe you will observe from the accompanying photo, the 

result was very much worth the effort. 

 Postscript: As I learned through the adventure described above, le Cimitière de Picpus represents a 

microcosm of the various political sentiments swirling around the French Revolution and its aftermath. It 

remains so to this day. 

 About the Author:  Rex Cowan is a small town solo practitioner of law in Winter Haven, Florida. He 

admits to an outsized identification with historical figures that he admires. 
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Before and After 
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La Grange Under Restoration 
 

By Myriam Wazé and Benoît Guizard 
 

 

 The Chateau La Grange-Bléneau in Courpalay, 70 km East of Paris, where Lafayette lived with his 

family from 1802 to 1834, has long been an outstanding landmark for AFL members who had the privilege 

to visit it in small groups. It is presently undergoing major restoration work, and as a result is not open to 

AFL visitors for the time being. We met Jeannine de Cardaillac, Managing Director of the Chambrun 

Foundation – owner of the place – to discuss present work and future plans. Below are some excerpts of our 

discussion. 

 

 

 

Major Repairs in Progress 

 

  

The building, which has remained in the same configuration since Lafayette’s time, needs major 

structural repairs to protect it from natural wear and tear. These include the roof, all outside openings, and 

inside fixtures and fittings. The aim is to restore the building to the same condition as it was when Lafayette 

lived there. For instance all windows will have small square panes. All the electricity and the heating also 

need to be completely renewed. 

 To achieve all this, Jeannine and her team have had to store all the furniture, objects, works of art, 

books, and correspondence temporarily at the Archives Nationales for shelter. This has been the occasion for 

taking a huge inventory from the cellar to the attics by which everything has been recorded, photographed, 

and scanned, and thus permanently saved for posterity. They will all be returned after the work is finished.  

 

 

Great New Finds 

 

 Some chests in the attics, some books in the library have revealed priceless documents that were 

completely unknown. Jeannine quoted for instance a letter from Condorcet to Lafayette giving his position 

on slavery. Another discovery is the will made by Lafayette’s parents. There is also a letter of an architect to 

Lafayette describing his project to build a pyramid in the square of the Louvre Palace! It is likely more will 

be found as the scouting continues. 

 

 

Preparing for the Future 

 

 The Chambrun Foundation is contemplating several options to safeguard La Grange as a place of 

history, a residence of a unique person and his family, and to disseminate the image and messages of our 

Franco-American hero. The design of the building, its fittings, the small size of the rooms in the living 

quarters will never allow public visits except by very small groups. So the plan is to involve the general 

public in 2 different ways: 

- to launch an internet site dedicated to the Chateau, its history of several hundred years, and the 

life of Lafayette there 

- and to create a museum open to the public in the farm adjacent to the Chateau. 

 

 

 



Newsletter  46  friendsoflafayette.org 

Timeframe and Visits by AFL Members 

 

 The duration of the work is not precisely known due to the complexity of the project and surprises 

that may arise any time. It is very likely that no visit to La Grange will be possible before the Summer of 

2019. AFL members will be welcome again in small numbers, as was the case before, when the work is 

completed. But no date can be set for the time being. As Jeannine says, this might seem long, but it is 

nothing in comparison with the importance of preserving such a historic site. She also said she would 

welcome a collaboration to be defined in the future with some AFL scholar/experts on Lafayette. 

 

 We would like to thank Jeannine de Cardaillac very much for her expressions of friendliness to us to 

the AFL in general and during our meeting. We were sad indeed to hear that La Grange will not be open to 

AFL visitors for a while, and at the same time very happy to see that the Chateau is in such good hands for 

now and the future. 

 

 

 
Copyright: Fondation de Chambrum 

La Grange, Front View 
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Sitting in Lafayette’s Chair – Part 3 of 3 

 
By Jessica Holy (Woodbridge, VA) 

 

                        
The countryside of Vollore              AFL Members in Castle Vollore’s Courtyard 

 

 The third Lafayette home we visited on the AFL’s 2015 trip to France was the Castle Vollore which 

is not too far from the town of Chase-Dieu. A descendent of Lafayette’s, Madame Genevieve Aubert 

Lafayette, resides there with her husband. Their home dates from the 13th century and at one point was 

besieged by the Emperor Clovis. The castle sits atop a high bluff and has a gorgeous view of the surrounding 

countryside. The castle is currently one third its original size; the current owners have been restoring the 

home over the years as gifts to one another on their various anniversaries. It currently is open to the public as 

a bread and breakfast.  

 

              
The Lafayette Room at Castle Vollore – right side The Lafayette Room at Castle Vollore – left side 
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Collection of Sketches and Prints of General Lafayette   The Brandywine Vase 

and Adrienne  

 

 One of the rooms in the castle was dedicated to Lafayette. It contained many interesting items and 

was set up like a study. Over the years Madame and her husband had sold items to Chavaniac and La 

Grange, but they still have a fair amount themselves. One interesting item they had was the vase given to 

Lafayette by the midshipmen of the Brandywine ship after his American tour in 1824-1825. It has four 

scenes on the base, one of which was Lafayette’s visit to George Washington’s tomb. It is a gorgeous and 

well-preserved vase. Another interesting item they had was Lafayette’s National Guard sword. There were 

beautiful prints, sketches of portraits, and of course a giant bust of Lafayette. Their décor was very patriotic, 

and I was highly amused to find a souvenir key to the Bastille keychain from Mount Vernon carefully placed 

inside their bookcases with far more authentic artifacts.          

                

                     An 

original sword owned by Lafayette            American souvenirs: Bastille Key Replica Key Chain and  

                Postal Stamps 

 I truly made a memory I will never forget at this castle. Back when this trip was being planned, I 

decided to ask Mount Vernon if they would provide gifts for me to pass out to anyone in France who helped 

us on our tour – hotel owners, bus drivers, museum tour guides, dignitaries, hosts, and the like. They agreed 

and I brought with me lapel pins that featured Lafayette and Washington in front of Mount Vernon and 

current American Flags that had been flown over Washington’s estate, which came with certificates. I was 

happy to present these gifts on our tour because I want future trips to occur. It took a lot of hard work on 

both sides of the Atlantic – years’ worth – to get our small group into these various locations. I hope these 

gifts not only showed our appreciation for their efforts but also how we all value the alliance between our 
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two nations, one that Lafayette played no small role in forming. My ideas were grander than the words I 

write here. Genevieve is one of many gracious hosts we had, and I know she appreciated the gifts. Her 

husband was quite pleased to receive the flag – it might end up on display in their Lafayette Room! 

Genevieve was also smitten with my small Lafayette doll. It might seem childish to some for a grown 

woman to have a small doll of General Lafayette with her on a tour, but he seems to charm adults and 

children alike wherever I take him. In a way, taking him with me allowed me to bring my friends who are 

ardent Fayettists but could not travel with our group. He’s a good conversation starter because he often gets 

mistaken for George Washington. I am sure people have walked away deciding to research Lafayette more. 

 

 

 

  

 
Madame Genevieve Aubert Lafayette, Little Lafayette, and the author after gift presentation 
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Lafayette’s First Voyage Across the Atlantic 

 
By Michel Tourniaire 

 

Prelude 

 As Chief of the “Cabinet Noir” of Louis XV, the Count De Broglie was at the center of the royal 

power.  He had covered himself with glory during the Seven Years War, and was a fierce opponent of 

England.  However he had since fallen into disgrace with Louis XVI. 

 He dreamed of becoming the Generalissimo of the insurgents who, he thought, did not have any 

professional generals to command them.  To achieve his plans, he assembled a group of officers of noble 

rank to sail with Lafayette and prepare his future arrival. 

 Baron De Kalb was the officers’ leader.  Of German origin, De Kalb owed his career to De Broglie 

under whose command he had excelled in the Secret Service as well as in combat. De Kalb’s aim was to 

become Maréchal de Camp, and he was convinced that serving in America was the only way to obtain his 

promotion.  (De Broglie had sent De Kalb to America in 1768 to assess the situation.) 

 Upon the recommendation of De Broglie, Silas Deane, America’s representative, granted Lafayette 

and De Kalb the title of Major General in the Continental army and various officer ranks to the other 20 

persons of the entourage.  He also provided Lafayette with a letter of introduction to the President of the 

Congress. 

 

The Ship 

 Only 19 years old, Lafayette could not purchase a ship under his name.  Once again De Broglie 

proved to be providential by proposing the services of the brother of his secretary, François-Auguste Dubois-

Martin.  Lieutenant at the Regiment Port aux Prince, he was the only officer of the entourage who had naval 

and commercial experience.  He was sent to Bordeaux to find a suitable boat. 

 On February 11th he announced that he had found a ship, La Clary, belonging to the company 

Recules de Basmarein and Cpie for 29,000 livres.  On March 7th De Broglie made the first payment of 

26,000 livres with Pierre de Larquier, brother-in-law of Dubois-Martin, lending the balance of 3,000 livres. 

 Lafayette named the ship “La Victoire,” but it was Dubois-Martin who picked the Captain, Jean-

Baptiste Le Boursier, who in turn enlisted the crew. 

 Build in 1771 by the naval construction company of Pierre Bichon, the ship was christened 

Comtessse de Richmond and belonged to Pierre Rivière.  Between 1771 and 1775, it made three crossings 

between Bordeaux and the Antilles.  Upon his return, Pierre Rivière sold it to Labat de Serene who renamed 

it La Bonne Mère, and between 1775 and 1777 it made two crossing to Saint Domingue. 

 On February 12, 1777, La Bonne Mère was sold to Louis Lanoix for 25,500 livres, who named her 

La Clary.  It seems that La Clary was sold almost immediately thereafter to the company Recules de 

Basmarein for 29,000 livres. 

 If Lafayette claimed ownership, it was in fact De Broglie who owned it.  De Kalb and Dubois-Martin 

dealt directly with Recules de Basmatein to complete the purchase. 

 La Victoire was a simple commercial ship built in 1771, having 3 masts, 22.5 meters long, 7.80 

meters width, and 3.69 meters depth for 268 tons and 6 guns. 

 By comparison, the frigate L’Hermoine built in 1779 had 3 masts and was 44.20 meters long, 11.60 

meters wide, 5.80 meters depth for 1170 tons and 32 guns. 

 

The Departure 

 Fearing British spies as well as the King’s agents, Lafayette accompanied by the Prince of Poix 

graciously accepted the invitation of the Marquis de Noailles, French Ambassador to the Court of St. James 

and uncle of Adrienne, to visit England on February 16.  Lafayette was warmly welcome by Lord Germain, 

Minister of the Colonies as well as Lord Shelburne, friend of Beaumarchais.  General Clinton too wished to 
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meet this distinguished young Marquis, not knowing that they would soon be facing each other in battle.  

The Ambassador was so pleased with his Nephew that he obtained an audience with King George who found 

Lafayette congenial and very likeable.  Invited as special guest to a grand ball given in his honor, Lafayette 

disappeared and returned to France! 

 To make matters worse he wrote a letter to his father-in-law telling him his plans!  The Marquis de 

Noailles and his brother the Duke d’Ayen were furious with Lafayette’s behavior.  If the establishment in 

London took it with a pinch of humor, in France it was another story. 

 The Duke d’Ayen asked the Prime Minister Maurepas to use all his power to stop Lafayette from 

sailing and if necessary to lock him up in the Bastille! 

 Back in Paris, Lafayette spent three days at De Kalb‘s home in Chaillot.  He dared not visit his 

family and left without embracing Adrienne; yet he had arranged with his lawyer Gerard to give power to 

Adrienne over all his possessions.  On March 16, Lafayette and De Kalb left Paris for Bordeaux where they 

arrived on the 19t.h. 

 Between the 20th and 24th of March, Lafayette and his entourage visited discretely the office of the 

Admiralty de Guyenne to sign their “acte d’embarquement.”  Louis XVI had forbidden his subjects to sail to 

America to help the insurgents.  To avoid suspicion, the registration of the entourage was done over three 

days.  Lafayette introduced himself as the Chevalier de Chavaillac and signed “Gilbert du Motier”.  On 

March 22nd Lafayette met with the merchants, Basmarein and Raimbaux, for the first time. 

 The real ownership of La Victoire is still being argued. In his memoirs Lafayette pretends that he was 

the owner; it has since been discovered that he was not. De Boglie who was the owner made it a point to 

make the world believe that Lafayette was!  

 In Bordeaux an order sent by the ministry directed Lafayette to leave for Marseilles at once and to 

wait there for the Duke d’Ayen and his Aunt Madame de Tessé with whom he was to take a trip to Italy.  It 

was expected that this cultural voyage would deter Lafayette from his desire to sail and reconcile him with 

his family. 

 On March 23rd the preparations were completed, and La Victoire cast off descending the Garonne to 

Pauillac.  On the 25th Lafayette arrived on board with a launch.  At noon on the 26th, the boat sailed out of 

the estuary and dropped anchor at San Sebastian, Spain on the 28th. 

 No sooner had Lafayette arrived that he rode back to Bordeaux and then to Ruffec to meet De 

Broglie.  He felt strong remorse for the ire that he had caused to the Duke D’Ayen and his family, especially 

Adrienne who was with child.  He hesitated.  Finally, braving the Duke and in the name of liberty, Lafayette 

left Bordeaux for Los Pasajes where he arrived on April 17th. 

 A biography of the Vicomte Charles-Louis e Mauroy, a friend of Lafayette, said that they left 

Bordeaux telling the military commandant that they were on their way to Marseilles, but as they reached the 

outskirts of the town they followed the road to San Sebastian. The Vicomte sat in the stage coach while 

Lafayette, disguised as a post-boy, drove the horses. They slept on the straw in cook-shops but finally 

arrived at Los Pasages.  On April 20th the La Victoire sailed to America. 

 

The Shipment 

 Private archives from De Broglie descendants show that the entire expedition cost at least 115,000 

livres financed by De Broglie, De Kalb and Lafayette.  It is also possible that some funds may have come 

from Louis XVI himself.  Lafayette, 19 years old, could not sign the notes without the approval of his lawyer 

Gerard or the Duke and the Duchess d’Ayen.  Lafayette had invested at least 40,000 livres, Dubois-Martin in 

the name of De Broglie, the same amount, and De Kalb, the balance. According to the Comte de Ségur close 

friend of Lafayette, the shipment consisted mainly of supplies, guns, ammunition, and uniforms.  Where did 

these guns come from? There are a few possibilities. First, De Broglie who lived in Ruffec located near 

Bordeaux owned a foundry that manufactured guns and cannon balls.  It is from his Chateau in Ruffec that 

Lafayette travelled to Los Pasajes.  Second, Beaumarchais had been given access to armaments from the 

Royal arsenals in Bordeaux where the Governor was the Marèchal de Mouchy, brother of the Duke d’Ayen. 
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 Finally, the Spanish Basque country was renowned for its gun manufacturing and Beaumarchais 

could have used part of the 2 million livres offered by the King of Spain to support the insurgents, hence the 

stop-over at San Sebastian perhaps to finalize the shipment.  It is estimated that there were about 5,500 guns 

on board La Victoire. 

 

The Voyage 

 Lafayette instructed the Captain that the crossing would be without a stopover in the Antilles.  Le 

Boursier disagreed because of potential lack of supplies and wind directions.  He argued with Lafayette who 

finally, as the owner, made the final decision: there would be no stopover.  Lafayette knew that British ships, 

Corsairs and even the French Navy would be looking for them, hence his decision. 

 The voyage lasted 54 days due to contrary winds and the direction chosen.  Lafayette wrote that he 

was seasick for the first three weeks, while De Kalb was sick during the entire trip,  Lafayette didn’t like 

sailing:  “here days after days are the same. Always the sky, always the sea and the next day, it’s the same… 

.”  On his good days, De Kalb would teach Lafayette English, a language he spoke fluently.  Lafayette wrote 

long letters to Adrienne explaining  his decision and begging forgiveness for having abandoned her without 

a word, let alone an embrace. 

 On Friday, June 12th nearing Charleston, Lafayette’s ship encountered an American man of war 

whose crew warned them of two British frigates blocking the entrance to the bay.  La Victoire sailed north 

and in the afternoon dropped anchor at South Inlet, near Georgetown, South Carolina.  Lafayette had arrived 

in America! 

 They were cordially welcomed by Major Benjamin Huger, a patriot and insurgent who offered them 

a generous hospitality.  On land at last, the night was spent celebrating their arrival in America and the wine 

cellar of Huger was practically emptied!  Once rested, Lafayette decided to reach Charleston over land.  In 

the meantime, La Victoire was to sail into Charleston harbor, evading the ever-patrolling British ships.  On 

June 17th after riding though swamps, battling mosquitos, snakes and pathless woods, they arrived in 

Charleston and were welcomed by Governor John Rutledge, Generals Robert Howe and William Moultrie 

and General Gulden. 

 

The Sale of the Cargo 

 On June 18th, having escaped the British blockade, La Victoire entered the port of Charleston, then a 

city of 12,000.  The cargo was off-loaded and sold through the agents Cribbs and May, correspondents of 

Recules de Basmerein in America. 

 The ship was reloaded and the new cargo consisted essentially of rice bound for Saint Domingue.  

But La Victoire never reached Saint Domingue. It sank upon hitting a sand bar as it was leaving the port of 

Charleston. The cargo was a total loss. 

 What was the composition and value of the return cargo? A dossier in the archives of La Grange 

gives us the answer.  In the first letter, the Duchess d’Ayen instructs Gerard to insure the return cargo of La 

Victoire, for a value of 100,000 livres.  At the bottom of that letter, a post-script, signed by Adrienne reads: I 

have nothing to add to Maman’s letter.  You will realize like all of us the importance not to miss the courier 

tomorrow and not to expose hence forth Mr. de Lafayette to a loss of capital of 150 to 200,000 livres. 

 This letter is of utmost importance.  It confirms that Lafayette intended to sell the cargo loaded in 

Europe in Charleston.  Another letter from the same dossier tells us that the return cargo was rice, most 

probably meant to be sold in Saint-Domingue.  Other letters show the Duchess d’Ayen trying to cash in the 

insurance from Recules de Basmarein. 

 Keeping in mind that Beaumarchais estimated that a cargo loaded in France was sold for at least 

three to four times its value at Charleston, we can infer that the cargo of La Victoire must have been sold for 

between 350 to 400,000 livres. 

 Since Lafayette owned 40,000 livres of the cargo on the way in, his share of the cargo sale would 

have brought him around 120 to 150,000 livres.  We also know that one part the 100,000 livres insured 
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under the name of Lafayette, had been converted into rice, a common barter practice in those days, and the 

rest of the sale into “lettres de change” on the American merchants. 

 De Kalb and Dubois-Martin sold their shares as well. It is estimated that a balance of 

approximatively 50,000 livres came to Lafayette.  It explains the gift of 27,000 livres which Lafayette made 

to the Charleston insurgents and furthermore why Lafayette did not ask for any money to be of service to the 

Congress.  “Je viens à mes dépens.” 

 It suggests that Lafayette was not as ignorant of the economic realities as he made us believe he was 

in his memoirs. 

 It has taken a long time to expose the case of La Victoire because Lafayette had also insured the 

cargo with Cribbs. To avoid a double settlement, the French and American merchants worked out an 

agreement. 

 The many letters written by Lafayette are dispersed between foundations, universities and collectors.  

On the other hand, letters dealing with economic issues seem not to have had much interest for the 

biographers, although they offer a better understanding of the financing of the 1777-78 campaign of 

Lafayette among the insurgents.  Not only did he finance a large part of the other officers’ crossing, but he 

also equipped the American soldiers who were placed under his command after the battle of the Brandywine. 

 According to a document from Gerard, the family attorney, Lafayette spent about 300,000 livres in 

1777, including La Victoire expenses; hence the profits from the cargo sales were not enough to cover his 

expenses. 

 Another person deserves to be mentioned: the Duchess d’Ayen.  If Lafayette did not wish to inform 

Adrienne, who was seven months pregnant, of his departure, Professor Patrick Villiers is convinced that 

Lafayette had informed that impressive business-woman of his project of supplying armaments for the 

American insurgency.  The insurance file of La Victoire, though incomplete, seems to indicate that this was 

the case. 

 

Sources: 

- Archives de Bordeaux Métropole  

- “Le Premier Voyage de La Fayette en Amérique, Une Ténébreuse Affaire” by 

Patrick Villiers, Professeur des Universités, Université du Littoral-Cȏte d’Opale 

       -     La Fayette by Gonzague Saint Bris                                                                
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Victor François Duc de Broglie, Marechal de France
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Regatta “La Victoire”, in the Memory of Lafayette 

By Eider Calderón & Pierre Larroque 

San Sebastian (Donostia in Basque) was the “2016 Culture Capital” of the European Union.  As part 

of the year’s festivities, the associations HN Hondarribiako Nabigatzaileak and Circle Nautique du Verdon 

organized a regatta, which they named “La Victoire”, between Port Medoc (Bordeaux, France) and Pasaia, 

Gipuzkoa (Basque Country), to celebrate Lafayette’s own trip from Bordeaux to Pasaia in 1777.  

 “La Victoire” is the name which Lafayette gave to the merchant ship he had bought in Bordeaux to 

sail the Atlantic and “fight for the Independence of North America”.  (The Basques point out that “La Victoire 

- Vitoria” is also the name of the ship on which Juan-Sebastian de Elcano from Getaria was the first to sail 

around the world in 1519-21.  Getaria is a fishing port next to Pasaia.) 

 

French Stamp commemorating La Victoire sailing from Bordeaux to Pasaia 

La Victoire left Bordeaux on March 26, 1777 and docked at Pasaia.  Lafayette returned to Bordeaux 

when he learned that a letter de cachet had been issued to prevent his departure.  On April 12, 1777, he set out 

again for the ship by land and arrived at Pasaia on April 17.  Lafayette and his cohorts sailed from Pasaia to 

North America on April 20, 1977.   

 

La Victoire reached America on the 13th of June at South Inlet, near Georgetown, in South Carolina.   

We wonder if a sailing race could be organized soon from Pasaia to South Inlet to celebrate the La Victoire’s 

trip which first brought the Marquis to America. 
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The Regatta 

The regatta began on Friday the 10th of June from Gironde (estuary of the rivers Garonne and 

Dordogne in France) and crossed the whole French coast of Aquitaine to reach Pasaia. 

Seventeen boats of Bilbao, Zumaia, Hondarribia, and La Gironde participated in the race. The ships 

began to enter in the Bay of Pasaia during the morning of Saturday and it was a spectacle to observe the 

maneuvers of experienced sailors after having traveled approximately 140 miles and sailed all night.  

Afterward, the race ended in Hondarribia, just South of the French border. 

 

 

On Sunday the 12th of June, the welcoming ceremony for the sailors took place in Pasaia.  The Nautical 

Club of Hondarribia offered a new plaque (above) celebrating Lafayette’s sailing to America 240 years ago.  

The Mayor of Pasaia, Izaskun Gómez, welcomed the regatta's participants in the city hall, where she gave the 

awards.  A personalized trophy with the boat's name was given to each boat.  The trophy was a reproduction 

of the chain Tower which guarded the ocean entrance of Pasaia. 

The Culture Councilors from Pasaia and Hondarribia and several dignitaries from the Sailing Clubs of 

Hondarribia and Verdon participated in the ceremony.  All celebrated Lafayette’s dedication to fighting for 

America’s Independence and its revolutionary ideals, as well as his choosing Pasaia for La Victoire to sail 

from for her historic journey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eider Calderón is the Director of the Tourist Information Center of Pasajes, the Spanish name of Pasaia.   She 

was very instrumental in organizing the Regatta. 
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Recent Lafayette Discovery! 

By William Cole 

 

Recently, I was called and asked to do a talk for the James Citty Company (Chapter) of the Jamestowne 

Society meeting.  I did not know the person who called, but we had a mutual friend who suggested me as a 

speaker.  I decided we needed to meet, so I set up a casual lunch for the two of them and me. 

 

During our lunch, I mentioned to the person who had asked me to speak that I was a member of the 

American Friends of Lafayette.  To this, she replied that she had a Lafayette item in her family and a story to 

go with it! 

 

You never know when these things might happen!  I asked her to send me pictures of her treasure 

and the story attached to it. 

 

Here's the story passed down through 161 years to her late mother who wrote this about the item in  

1985: 

 

 

 

When the Marquis de Lafayette was 67, he made a grand    

tour of America and was enthusiastically entertained 

wherever he visited. 

 

On Friday October 29, 1824 at 5 pm he arrived in  

Petersburg, Virginia and was received with a huge  

parade led by the Cavalry.  He rode in a barouche 

followed by a line of carriages bearing his son and  

entourage:  then came officers of the 39th  Regiment  

and others. 

 

They made their way to Niblo's Tavern on the corner  

of Bollingbroke and 2nd Streets where the Marquis was  

to stay.  He walked out among the people and greeted 

them.  That evening Mr. Niblo prepared a sumptuous 

meal for the party during which 13 formal toasts  

were drunk. 

 

At 8 o’clock until 2 AM, a ball was held at the theater  

which was lavishly decorated by the good ladies of  

Petersburg. The ladies not only wore their best gowns  

but they had brought their finest china and  

silver to be used at the reception.  This brings me 

to the point of my story;  I treasure a cup and  

saucer which I believe is early Coalport china from 
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England and which belonged to my great, great, great  

grandmother, Ann Stoker Overton of Petersburg.  Our 

family calls this “Lafayette's cup” and who is to say  

that he did not drink from it? 

 

Elizabeth Woodward Sale 

1985 

 

I have not tried to check on any of the facts in the story—it's her family's story, and I'm not touching 

it! 

 

Here's a photograph of the cup and saucer treasured by my new friend, Sidney Sale Bland: 
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American Revolution Museum at Yorktown 
by Chuck Schwam 

 

 On April 1st, the Commonwealth of Virginia celebrated the Grand Opening of the new American 

Revolution Museum at Yorktown.  This new museum will be a national center for education and tourism devoted 

to bringing the entire story of the American Revolution to life through engaging museum galleries and real-life 

outdoor encampments.   

 

 The Grand Opening actually occurred over the course of thirteen days from March 23 - April 4, 2017.  

The game plan was to honor each original state during thirteen consecutive days beginning on March 23rd, in the 

same order in which each state ratified the Constitution.  The American Friends of Lafayette were major 

contributors to this opening, participating in each of the thirteen days. 

 

 Each day the AFL had a "booth" at the museum.  The purpose of our presence was to educate the public 

on Lafayette's importance and France's involvement in the American Revolution.  We  promoted the AFL and our 

volunteers gave out pamphlets with information about our organization and the life of Lafayette.  We also gave 

away books about Lafayette.  All part of the AFL's mission. 

 

 
Hank & Diane Parfitt 

 

 
George & Linda Bennett 

 

 AFL volunteers were mentioned at a formal welcoming program every morning.  Each daily program 

included remarks by teach state's designated representative and the presentation of the state flag of the day. 

 

 We had twenty-four AFL volunteers help out during the thirteen days.  I'd like to thank Sidney Riddle for 

making extra copies of our pamphlet (we happily ran out).  I'd like to thank Bob Kelly for being our trailblazer on 

day one and for adding many items to our booth.  Bob also helped out with post-operational duties by cataloging 

the contact information from the 180 individuals that participated in our free book raffle.  This information 

allowed us to email each of these individuals, furthering our mission of promoting Lafayette and recruiting new 

members.   
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Steven & Sydney Riddle and JC & Cindy Rafferty 

 

 Our special thanks go to Lea Gryk and Bill Cole.  Lea was at the museum every morning, greeting AFL 

volunteers and setting up our booth.  Bill also stopped by everyday, often helping volunteers with last minute 

needs.  Bill generously had an AFL sign manufactured that we proudly displayed at our booth.  Both Lea and Bill 

donated personal items for our booth display as well.  Thanks to both Lea and Bill for making the thirteen days a 

great success.   

  

 Here is a list of our generous volunteers and the states that they represented... 

 

March 23    Delaware - Bob Kelly 

March 24    Pennsylvania - Todd Prough 

March 25    New Jersey - Sallie de Barcza 

March 26    Georgia - George & Linda Bennett 

March 27    Connecticut - - Bill Cole 

March 28    Massachusetts - Judy Letchworth 

March 29    Maryland- Chuck Schwam & Julien Icher  

March 30    South Carolina - Blanche Hunnewell 

March 31    New Hampshire - Susan Leidy  

April 1        Virginia - JC & Cindy Raffety / Sidney & Steven Riddle  

April 2        New York - Jerry Meekins & Kelsey Brow  

April 3        North Carolina - Hank & Diane Parfitt / Ginny Powers & Maurice Robertson  

April 4        Rhode Island - Robert and Bob Kelly 
 

 
                 Lea Gryk                                                                 Chuck Schwam & Julien Icher 
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Lafayette in the White House 

By Pierre Larroque 

AFL Member Deborah Larroque and her daughter Sophia had the privilege to visit the White House and see its 
decorations for Christmas 2016. 

Always on the lookout for “Things Lafayette”, as now normal for the Larroque family, Sophia looked for a 
painting, bust or statue of our Hero, and … she found Him! 

Quite prominently, just left of the main Entrance Hall above the door on the right before the State Dining 
Room, is a bust of our Marquis. 

 

 

He is here! 

  

Bust of Lafayette at the White House 

Whilst they could not ascertain exactly how it ended up in the White House, historians from The White House 
Historical Association informed us that this bust, a porcelain reproduction of a 1790 Jean-Antoine Houdon original, 
was manufactured in 1904 at the Manufacture Nationale de Porcelaine de Sèvres and that newspaper accounts already 
place it in the White House in the Fall of that year. In any event, don’t forget to pay a visit to our Hero when you next 
meander through the White House. He will be happy to see that his American Friends have not forgotten him.  
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King Manor Museum 
 

By Chuck Schwam 
 

 It was a blustery afternoon in Queens, New York on January 31st, but AFL members braved the 

wintry conditions to gather at King Manor Museum.  The museum was opened exclusively to the AFL.  We 

were greeted by AFL member and King Manor Museum curator Kelsey Brow.   

 
 King Manor was at one time the home of Rufus King.  AFL members might know Rufus King for 

the role he played to help arrange for Lafayette’s financial support upon leaving prison and to plan his 

reception in the United States Capitol in 1824.  He met Lafayette in 1778 while serving as a Major under 

General Glover. Mr. King was also a signer of our Constitution, US Senator and Ambassador to Great 

Britain. 

 

 

 

 
King Manor Museum 

 

 

 

 

 Kelsey Brow provided an in depth tour of the very interesting museum and lovely home.  The first 

floor rooms were restored to their early 19th-century splendor and provided a private look into the King 

family's past.  The elegant library was highlighted by a statue of Rufus King, sitting in his library, reading a 

book. 

 

AFL members were anxious to see Lafayette-related objects, and Kelsey did not disappoint.   Rufus 

King's niece Eliza Gracie King delivered a welcome to Lafayette at Castle Garden when he arrived in 1824. 

Eliza Gracie King's diary features Lafayette's signature from this occasion. The sash he wore this day was 

also given to Eliza Gracie King, who later passed it down to her daughters in sections.  Both items were on 

private display for AFL members to peruse.    

 

 

http://kingmanor.org/?page_id=3195#curator
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AFL members (from left to right): Bill Cole, Alan Hoffman, Kelsey Brow (curator of the King Manor 

Museum), Pierre Larroque and Selene Castrovilla gather as Kelsey presents a piece of Lafayette’s sash from 

his arrival at Castle Garden on August 16th, 1824. 

 

 
 

Eliza King's Diary given to her by her father on December, 18th, 1823 
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“Accept dear Eliza, the Blessing of an old, very old 

friend -- Lafayette.” 

 

It was an informative, fun and intimate visit at the King Manor Museum.  Thanks to Kelsey Brow, 

AFL members left knowing more about the King family and their connection to Lafayette. 
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From the New England Stops of the Farewell Tour to a Lafayette National 

Historic Trail 
By Julien Icher 

 

Introduction 
Seven years from today is the bicentennial of Lafayette’s Farewell Tour. Hoping to make this event 

the next important milestone of French-American long-standing friendship, the Consulate General of France 
in Boston is committed to having a historic trail implemented out of Lafayette’s footsteps in New England on 
his 1824-1825 Farewell Tour. This trail would not only highlight Lafayette’s legacy in New England but would 
also bring more visibility to the already-existing museums and tourist sites scattered over Connecticut, 
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont. 

 
In 1824, Lafayette was invited by US President James Monroe as the last living general officer of the 

continental army to visit the then 24-state union for what would be remembered as the Farewell Tour. During 
this time, Lafayette would visit the New England area twice, first in late August-early September 1824 and 
second in June 1825, a period during which he visited more than 120 villages, towns and cities. 

 
New England Stops Made by Lafayette in 1824 - 1825 

 Connecticut Maine Massachusetts New 
Hampshire 

Rhode 
Island 

Vermont 

1824 28 0 28 9 2 0 

1825 0 8 20 8 0 17 

 
The very idea lying behind an interpretive parkway is to have drivers connected with the history of 

the area they are traveling through while being provided with all types of modern amenities. A few attempts 
have already been carried out successfully such as the Colonial Parkway linking the 3 keystones of early 
American history (Jamestown, Williamsburg and Yorktown, Virginia) or, more recently, the Washington-
Rochambeau Revolutionary Route (W3R-US).  

 

Documenting the route 
 

The biggest issue I faced in documenting the actual route was to get a thorough picture of what the 
road network looked like in 1824-1825 in New England. Not only had most of the roads suffered tremendous 
changes since, but almost no document allows one to get the details of the roads as the United States started 
to expand its network. Lafayette’s stops are most of the time referred to by the name of the city Lafayette 
either went from or was headed to, usually lacking the details about the route actually followed.  

 
I used two main maps to pinpoint more accurately what would have been the routes taken by 

Lafayette. On the one hand, the Boston Post Road map displays the main routes used almost two hundred 
years ago.  
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JENKINS Stephen, 1913, The old Boston Post Road, WENTWORTH Press, p434. 

 
 
On the other hand, the New England map drawn by American cartographer Henry S. Tanner in 1820 

provides graphic information to be compared with modern and very accurate digitized maps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Map of the states of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island by H.S. Tanner. 
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In addition to both maps, the painstaking reading of contemporary accounts of the Farewell Tour 
such as Auguste Levasseur’s account as well as media surveys made by Edgar Brandon and James B. Nolan 
supplied additional valuable pieces of information. So did the numerous documents provided by historical 
societies throughout New England. Several documents accounting for routes taken by the Continental army 
during the Revolutionary War such as the U.S. National Register of Historic Places helped me to single out 
one route out of many possible routes.  

 
As an example, one of the main bones of contention I had to deal with related to Lafayette’s passage 

in Rhode Island, from Plainfield, CT to Providence, RI. Very few documents shed light on this portion of the 
trip.  

 
Thanks to the graphic information in Tanner’s map as well as the U.S. National Register of Historic 

Places, I pinpointed that a major route used to connect Plainfield, CT and Providence, RI through what is now 
the Scituate Reservoir, which the State of Rhode Island created using its eminent domain power in the early 
twentieth century.  

 
One of the cities which was flooded so that Providence could be supplied with running water was 

Rockland, RI, which I have listed on my interactive map. See below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the top is a snippet from Tanner’s map whose focal point emphasizes the portion going from Plainfield, CT to Providence, RI through the Plainfield 

Pike. On the right is a snapshot from Google Satellites representing the same area. A red ellipsis defines the Scituate Reservoir. Today, there is a road crossing over 
the reservoir, route 14, also known as the Plainfield Pike. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Register_of_Historic_Places
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Bringing the project to decision-making actors 
 
After I had spent a great deal of time documenting the route, my next step was to reach out to 

decision-making public figures, both state and federal authorities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In this picture, American Friends of Lafayette member Julien Icher meets with New Hampshire Governor Chris Sununu with the Consul General of France and his 
attaché in charge of cooperation and cultural affairs. © Courtesy of Adèle Baker, Honorary Consul of France in New Hampshire. 

 
A couple of documents were presented for review by decision-makers. The first one is a sketch which 

aims to offer the broad view at first glance so that one can picture the route throughout New England.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This sketch displays Lafayette’s two different journeys throughout New England. © Designed by Julien Icher. 
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In addition to this sketch, a web application allows the user to drill down on the route with more 
details, whether in terms of “what route did he take either in 1824 or 1825” or “what information do I have 
about a given town?”. As a resource to spread knowledge about Lafayette, this application is designed to be 
embedded into several other platforms.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snapshot of the application with collapse menu clicked upon as well as historical base map displayed.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snapshot of the web application with pop-up opened. 
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Hereafter are a few details regarding the functionalities implemented on this application. 
 
The application is user-friendly and is given the basic functionalities such as panning, zooming as well 

as toggling. The latter allows the user to have both base maps (modern and historic) overlapped so that one 
can visually assess the differences between modern computing GIS methods and artistic drawing from the 
ninetieth century. 

 
The blue line displays the first leg of the trip in 1824, whereas the red one accounts for the second 

leg in 1825. Along both ways are green and yellow clusters that split into smaller light green ones as the user 
zooms in. When clicked upon, each little dot is provided with a pop-up window that displays basic 
information accompanied by a picture and its caption allowing the user to dwell on a given point of interest. 

  
On the top right-hand corner is an icon that gives the user the possibility of toggling in/out each one 

of the features displayed. The side-bar on the left opens a collapse menu that gets pulled in when clicked 
upon. 

 
I would like to express my gratitude to the Consul General of France, M. Valéry Freland, and his staff 

for making this project possible. This project would not have seen the light if it were not for a few members 
of the American Friends of Lafayette from both the D.C and the New England areas who have been 
instrumental in making sure that I am provided with lodgings, car and relevant information about Lafayette. 
I would like to express all my gratitude to them, especially highlighting the pivotal role of Alan and Marilyn 
Hoffman who allowed me to stay with them in Londonderry, New Hampshire for the entire duration of my 
stay.   
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Grolier Club in New York 
 

by Chuck Schwam 

   

 

 
AFL member and curator Diane Shaw addresses the group 

 

 

 While Lafayette’s contributions in the areas of politics, diplomacy, and the military have received renewed 

scholarly and public recognition, his abolitionist activities are not widely known outside of the AFL.  This exhibition 

brought into focus Lafayette’s sustained efforts in France, the United States, and South America on behalf of the 

abolition of slavery. 

 

 Founded in 1884 and named for French Renaissance book collector Jean Grolier, the Grolier Club is 

America’s oldest and largest society for bibliophiles.  The club has an exceptional exhibits program, which features 

books and prints on a remarkable range of topics and produces outstanding exhibitions catalogues.  This past winter it 

was Lafayette's turn to shine at the famous Grolier Club.   

  

 Although this groundbreaking exhibition was open to the public from December 7th to February 4th, the AFL 

had a private viewing on January 31.  Over forty AFL members were in attendance including author Harlow Unger.  

We were hosted by none other than Diane Shaw, who gave a talk on the exhibition as well as Lafayette as an 

abolitionist.  Afterwards, AFL members perused the extensive exhibit while munching on delicious passed hors 

d'oeuvres and sipping cocktails.  It was a very social and sophisticated evening. 

  

 The next afternoon, on Wednesday, February 1st, the AFL gathered at the Grolier Club again.  This time we 

were hosted by Olga Anna Duhl who took members through the exhibition in a more comprehensive way, discussing 

in detail almost all of the 130 items.  Displayed in chronological order, Lafayette's abolitionist views were easily 

understood and Anna's commentary provided much discussion.   

 

 
President Alan Hoffman & Curator Olga Anna Duhl 
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 AFL members also had a chance to purchase the illustrated, seventy-five page exhibition catalog with essays 

by AFL members Diane Shaw, Laura Auricchio and John Stauffer.  Patrick Villiers also contributed followed by an 

illustrated checklist of items in the exhibition.  We will plan to make this publication available at our upcoming 

annual meeting, or it can be ordered at www.oakknoll.com.  This book is a must for any "Lafayettist's" bookcase.  
 

 Our two days in New York proved be a wonderful time.  We learned a great deal and saw a virtual cornucopia 

Lafayette-related objects.  It was wonderful to see old friends and meet new friends.  In fact, seven Lafayette College 

alumni joined The American Friends of Lafayette!  

 

   

 
                                

Above: Grolier Club 

 

Right: Exhibition Catalogue 
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Ode to Lafayette 
By: Henri Moulhiade (Trans. Benjamin Goldman) 

 

 Translator’s note: The original Ode, as reproduced in the March 2016 edition of this publication, is 

written in the classical French “alexandrine” style of verse, consisting of twelve-syllable lines with a 

caesura between the sixth and seventh syllable. There are ten verses of four lines each, employing multiple 

rhyme schemes: A-A-B-B for five verses, A-B-B-A for two verses, and A-B-A-B for the final three verses, 

where all “A” lines are “feminine” rhymes sending in a silent “e,” and “B” lines are “masculine” ending 

in a consonant or accented vowel (paired couplets of masculine and feminine rhyme are another feature of 

the alexandrine style). I have preserved the rhyme schemes, if not the gender of each rhyme, but rather than 

attempt to replicate the alexandrine meter in English, I have followed the example of poet and translator 

Richard Wilbur in rendering the verses in the more familiar English meter of iambic pentameter.  

 

You slept, Marquis, forgotten underground… 

Who knew just where your lonesome grave was found, 

Who came to step beneath the welcome shade  

Atop your humble tomb, and knelt, and prayed, 

But we, your countrymen from distant parts 

Will keep your sacred mem’ry in our hearts; 

Just as a gilded censer sways and dips, 

So may your name anoint our children’s lips. 

We shan’t forget you! Sacred piety 

Shall find the path to where your tomb shall be, 

Where you in fun’ral shroud were left unknown, 

In Picpus, you shall never be alone. 

And knowing how to find your resting place, 

Velay a crown of roses sends apace 

Your headstone to adorn; and gathered, we 

Who know our prayers will fall upon one knee, 

And to the glory of your youth we’ll sing. 

The Loire has sent the Seine one of its own; 

At home our dead, obscure or better known, 

A line of workmen, bred for laboring, 

All those from legend and from history, 

Those fallen in defeat or victory 

For whom Velay an altar tends with pride: 

Immortal shall you be with them be enshrined! 

Velay acclaims and celebrates your role, 

For in this peak-ringed valley do we feel 

Your soaring spirit, proud and strong as steel, 

And which our city hears within your soul. 

Arise our son! Your role is not yet out, 

Our foes would call us slaves with every breath. 

Let any Frenchman’s heart that shakes with doubt 

Be lifted! Said thou: “Victory or Death!” 

Serene, heroic, and magnificent, 

Your arm into the clear blue sky extend. 

America her fighting men has sent 

Upon our shores, our freedom to defend! 
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So guide us, preach that hope shall never die 

And shine your unbowed gaze upon our face, 

With spear in hand and “Vive la France” our cry, 

We fight for justice, and the human race! 

 

                        

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                Above: Benjamin Goldman at Picpus 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: Ben Goldman as Lafayette with 

President Hoffman 
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Young Lafayette’s Snacks in Paris: Potatoes? 
by Biruta Cap 

 

 How did the “hero of two worlds” sustain his health and seemingly boundless energy? Food and 

drink are essential, but he does not seem to have paid much attention to these matters, being preoccupied 

with more lofty matters. How to be worthy of his father in battle?  How to attain gloire? And most 

importantly, how to become a champion of liberty? Yet one must certainly eat to live. 

 

 After getting a healthy start in life with the rustic cuisine of Auvergne—rye bread, cheese, eggs, 

cabbage and other vegetables, fruit—upon landing in Paris at the age of 11, he found an entirely different 

culture—in food and everything else. His tutor, the Abbé Fayon, who had been his teacher in Chavaniac, 

probably was just as estranged in the second largest city in Europe whose population was eager to embrace 

the latest discoveries, inventions and fashions, including food fashions. 

 

 In the early 1770’s when Lafayette attended the very elite Collège du Plessis, in culinary matters, 

Parisians enjoyed the convenience of ready-made food. The rôtisseurs had been plying their trade since the 

Middle Ages and one could get a roast capon in many neighborhoods. There were also traiteurs who offered 

ready-cooked dishes at individual tables—precursors to modern restaurants.1 Lastly, since the blossoming of 

the sugar trade with the Antilles, all manner of sweet baked goods were also readily available in the 

numerous pâtisseries. Did the good Abbé have this “fast food” brought to Lafayette’s apartment in the Palais 

du Luxembourg? We may never know. Was there communal eating at the collège? If so, there was probably 

a lot of chicken, since that was the most plentiful protein food available and appreciated by Parisians at that 

time: roasted, stewed, or boiled in soup.  

 

 But young men also went out “on the town” occasionally, as Laura Auricchio has mentioned in her 

recent book The Marquis. Lafayette Reconsidered (p.13). One can imagine the dashing young Lafayette with 

his friends, all in their beautiful blue uniforms, swords by their side, as they looked for a bite on these forays. 

What might it have been? While books on the history of food and cooking offer few specifics on places at 

times so far back in history, there is one interesting development pertaining precisely to France and 

specifically Paris at the time Lafayette attended school there.  

 

 Although the French normally adopted new foods and other “finds” from far-away places with 

eagerness, such as coffee and chocolate, they were the last in all of Europe to adopt the wonderful potato that 

had been the main sustenance of native South Americans, and after having been brought to European shores, 

of most of northern and eastern Europe, especially Ireland. But the French did not know what to do with the 

potato. In 1748 the French parlement outlawed the cultivation of the potato because it was thought to cause 

leprosy!! (The fruit from the flower actually is toxic.)  

 

 Then Antoine-Augustin  Parmentier, a pharmacist who raised potatoes in his experimental garden at 

the Invalides military hospital mounted a clever and sustained publicity campaign to persuade the French 

that the potato was good food. He had been a prisoner of Frederick the Great of Prussia during the Seven 

Years War and was fed potatoes there. He evidently realized their potential. But in France, especially in 

Paris, there was so much opposition to Parmentier’s ideas that he was ousted from the Invalides garden and 

even lost his position as pharmacist at the hospital. But in 1773 he won 1st prize in a contest at the Academy 

of Besançon, and the Faculty of Medicine declared the potato was edible—in fact, it was recommended as a 

cure for dysentery. Eventually even Louis XVI joined in the promotion of the potato and wore a potato 

flower on his lapel! But in the meantime, Paris was abuzz with the potato controversy, and even the young 

collégiens most likely could have heard about “the potato.” 
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 Initially, those Parisians who experimented with potatoes tried to reduce them to “dough” as an 

alternative to bread products. (Please see recipe below.) French fries did not become popular until later. The 

earliest record of fried potatoes sold by a street vendor on the Pont-Neuf dates to 1789: the French 

Revolution started by the people of Paris clamoring for bread. 

 

 In 1795, Citizen Mérigot in her book The Republican cook [instructions on] serving and preserving 

potatoes included a recipe for a type of French doughnuts naughtily called pets-de-nonne (better left 

untranslated) incorporating mashed potatoes. This deep-fried concoction could be prepared and cooked to 

order by street vendors. It is the sort of food hungry and adventurous youngsters might grab for a snack—and 

they still do at fairs in the US, but more likely in the form of Pennsylvania “Dutch” funnel cakes2 (without 

potatoes). Deep-fried foods were popular in Paris in the late 18th century, and were hawked by street vendors 

in “eatery malls” such as the Pont Neuf, as documented by Louis-Sébastien Mercier in his “Paris à table au 

XVIIIe siècle” from Tableau de Paris (Amsterdam, 1783). Young Lafayette and his fellow collégiens may 

have tasted some of the experimental concoctions combining mashed potatoes and flour to produce biscuits 

or doughnuts, or using the potato without flour, such as the one below.  

 

 French recipes are quite challenging to American cooks because ingredients are in grams and 

directions are vague. It is assumed the cook already has the necessary basic skills. Eighteenth–century 

recipes are even more challenging: some terms do not appear in modern dictionaries, and directions are so 

vague that it would truly be a (mis-) adventure to try to cook the food. But it helps one to appreciate our 21st 

century food culture. 
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RECIPE for “Parmentières en pets-de-nonne” 

 

—Cook potatoes in water after having peeled and dried them. 

—Reduce them to a paste [with a pestle] by mashing them very long. 

—Put the paste in a pot with butter the size of an egg, a full teaspoon of orange blossom  water, a little 

sugar, a little salt, a big measure of [about a ¼ liter] of water. 

—Boil the whole for a moment; make a smooth and thick paste while stirring until it sticks to the pot. 

—Then put it into another pot and mix a few eggs into it until the paste becomes soft but not [liquid]. 

—Make little piles of pastry the size of a walnut, put them into oil more than half-heated, stirring 

continuously. 

—When they rise to the top and are nicely colored, serve them warm, powdered with fine sugar. [Translation 

by the author.] 

 

 

 

 

Notes 

 

1. In the third quarter of the 18th century in Paris, “restaurant” meant a restorative soup. The establishments 

serving such soups eventually came to be known as restaurants. The famous Procope, opened in 1689, was 

not a restaurant, but a café where intellectuals and other famous people, including Franklin, met for coffee 

and discussion. 

 

2. Funnel cakes are a Pennsylvania “Dutch” tradition brought in by German immigrants of the 17th and 18th 

centuries, and became popular when featured as a snack treat at the Kutztown Folk Festival. 
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SPECIAL:  The AFL’s Very First Gazette- February 1, 1942 
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Lafayette Trivia Answer:   

How did Lafayette persuade our First Ally to come to Valley Forge? 
By Ernest and Janet Sutton 

 

 

Although Major General Schuyler had already formed an alliance with a wampum belt with the 

Oneida, Lafayette appreciated the dilemma the Oneida faced in further helping the Americans.  He fully 

understood that additional retribution would be visited on the Oneida if a significant number of warriors 

were away at Valley Forge.  How was he able to negotiate a solution? 

 

  He left behind three French officers trained as engineers with the Oneida, who would be able to 

build a fort to protect the Oneida village of Kanonwalhale. This later became known as Oneida Castle. 

Lafayette arranged for building tools to be sent from Fort Schuyler, construction assistance from the local 

militia, and reestablishment of trade relations with the fort.  The village was eventually surrounded by a 

moated palisade of logs. Further Chief Skenandoah promised to deliver corn to Valley Forge.  Lafayette 

departed March 31, 1778 to Valley Forge after the cancellation of the mission to invade Canada.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

On May 15, 1778, nearly 50 warriors and a cook, Molly Cooper, arrived at Valley Forge.  She 

showed the Americans how to prepare hulled white corn soup, the mainstay of the Oneida diet. Nearly 600 

bushels of white corn were eventually brought to Valley Forge.  Even after the warriors returned at the end 

of the summer, Cooper stayed behind to nurse the sick.  Martha Washington presented her with a fine shawl 

for her service which is kept by her descendants today. 

 

Three days after their arrival the Oneida departed with Lafayette’s 2,200-man reconnaissance-in-

force to observe whether the British intention was to attack Valley Forge or return to New York City.  The 

British, however, detected Lafayette’s camp at Barren Hill and attacked it in the early morning of his second 

day in a three-prong attack with 16,000 Redcoats.  Although the Pennsylvania militia immediately 

disappeared as the British approached, the Oneida moved forward to lay an ambush on one of the attacking 

column’s vanguard under Generals Howe and Clinton while Lafayette set up a ruse defense at the St. Peter’s 

cemetery wall.  These actions provided Lafayette an additional 30 minutes to organize a hasty withdrawal 

across the Schuylkill River.  The Oneida were the last to cross the river to safety.  Several Oneida warriors 

perished in this engagement. Some historians call this the “greatest escape in American military history”, 

and prevented the capture of Valley Forge. 

 
 

 
 

Plaque marks the graves of the Oneida Warriors killed at Barren Hill 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Cemetery, 3025 Church St, Lafayette Hill (aka Barren Hill), PA 
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 Although this was the only time the Oneida fought directly under Lafayette and Washington, a 

lasting bond of friendship was formed between them.  In 1784 Lafayette participated in the presentation of 

the George Washington wampum belt to them at the Treaty of Canandaigua.  Today the belt is safely kept in 

a Syracuse vault by the Haudenosaunee. When Washington became president, he presented Chief 

Skenandoah with a silver peace medal. (A similar medal can be seen today at The Museum of The American 

Revolution.) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Original George Washington Wampum Belt presented in 1784 at the Treaty of Canandaigua with Lafayette 

 

Forty-one years after the Treaty of Canandaigua, in 1825 Lafayette returned to the Oneida Nation’s 

homeland on an Erie Canal packet named Seneca Chief and visited Oriskany, Fort Schuyler (formerly 

Stanwix) and Utica.  Although he met veterans who fought with him at Yorktown Redoubt # 10, there were 

no Oneida present.  Upon asking his hosts if could meet some of Oneida, he caught them by surprise.  The 

old veterans long ago forgot how the Oneida fought for them, but Lafayette did not forget our first ally. 

Afterwards he met privately with three of their chiefs, all of which he knew and was surprised they were still 

living.  A detailed account of their meeting is described in Alan Hoffman’s translation of Lafayette in 

America in 1824 and 1825 pages 482-483. 
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Allies in War, Partners in Peace Monument at the National Museum of the American Indian  

 

In our Nation’s Capital at the National Museum of the American Indian, stands a 20 foot tall monument to the friendship 

of the American and Oneida Nations.  In the center, Polly Cooper holds a basket of corn brought to Valley Forge.  On her left, Chief 

Skenandoah wears his Washington peace medal and on her right George Washington carries a wampum belt of friendship.  This 

meeting at Valley Forge would not have occurred without Lafayette’s persuasion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

UU 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2010 US Native America Dollar coin series with Hiawatha Wampum Belt  
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Lafayette Trivia Answer: 

Lafayette, Ladies, and Oranges  
by Janet and Ernest Sutton 

 

Ruby Short McKim's book, One Hundred and One Patchwork Patterns, first published in 1931, 

includes the pattern for the Lafayette Orange Peel quilt block.  This is how she explains the name and design 

of the quilt block pattern:  

 

“The story is that once when the beloved Marquis was feted in Philadelphia, a fair guest at the 

banquet took home a most beautiful fruit as her souvenir, an orange, imported from 

Barcelona.  To preserve her treasure and memory of gala days, a pattern was carefully made 

from the pared rind which comes down to us as the Orange Peel quilt block.” 

 

Jane Bacon MacIntire, in Lafayette the Guest of a Nation: The Tracing of the Route of Lafayettes’s 

Tour of the United States in 1824-1825, 1967, gives another version of the story: 

“another delicacy set before him (Lafayette) at a Philadelphia banquet was a dish of oranges 

imported from Barcelona.  A guest took one home as a souvenir and to preserve that memory, 

she designed a pattern from the parings of the rind.  Thus the “Lafayette Orange Peel” 

patchwork quilt pattern was evolved.”  

 

Dolores Hinson in her book, A Quilter’s Companion, in 1973, says:  

 

“the story was made up when the good Marquis de Lafayette visited our country for his 

triumphal journey in 1824-25.  During his visit, he was especially honored with a feast in the 

city of Philadelphia.   At the banquet, oranges were served as part of the dessert and M. de 

Lafayette took his knife and divided the skin of the fruit into exactly four equal parts before 

peeling it away.  A young lady in her teens sitting nearby begged the skin of the fruit as a 

souvenir of the occasion and M. Lafayette gave the peels to her.   She took the peels home 

and used them as a pattern...It is a very pretty tale and is supposed to be quite true.  The 

pattern was spread all over the new United States where it took its popularity both from its 

own beauty and the love of every American lady for the Marquis de Lafayette, the Hero of 

our Revolution.” 

 
Lafayette Orange Peel Bicentennial Quilt 
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Mary Schafer pieced a Lafayette Orange Peel quilt (85” x 100”) in 1974 (it was quilted by another) 

as part of her series of quilts in recognition of the Bicentennial.  This quilt is now in the Michigan State 

University Museum.   Quilting designs include a fleur-de-lis, a symbol of King Louis XVI’s aide to the 

colonies, and thirteen stars to represent Lafayette’s service during the American Revolution. 

 

 
Lafayette quarter football-shaped orange peel 

 

How did Lafayette cut an Orange?  He very carefully cut his orange from pole to pole and back to the 

top, and again half way between the initial cut, resulting in a football shaped orange peel.  Four of these 

shapes cut from fabric and arranged on a background fabric square make up the quilt block.  

 

The Lafayette Orange Peel quilt pattern is cited in all major compilations of quilt block patterns. 

Quilt pattern books and quilt historians have preserved the origins of the “Lafayette Orange Peel” quilt 

pattern for interpretation by quilters today.  The pattern continues to preserve the memory of the Marquis de 

Lafayette’s visit to America.  
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Lafayette in Brooklyn 100 Years Later 
 

By Chuck Schwam 

 

 On Wednesday, May 10th, the American Friends of Lafayette commemorated the 100th anniversary of the 

dedication of Daniel Chester French's Statue of Lafayette at the Ninth Street Entrance to Prospect Park in Brooklyn.  

Many dignitaries were present including the Consul General of France in New York, Anne-Claire Legendre. 

 

 AFL member Laura Auricchio gave a brief talk.  Laura, as you know, authored the critically acclaimed 

book The Marquis: Lafayette Reconsidered.   President Hoffman also spoke along with several local and official 

representatives.  Following the ceremony, new AFL life member Stephen Parahus hosted attendees at a reception in 

his lovely home mere steps from the statue. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

AFL members and local dignitaries gather in front of 

Daniel Chester French's Statue of Lafayette at the 

Ninth Street Entrance to Prospect Park in Brooklyn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://friendsoflafayette.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=V%2fNx3fUDk11OoHWNLyEcatOEheLnoXQMKXVTn5hBp3XP5u9WLRWJaiFVea0fNJ0TLEBg3ui%2flOjjwnaJ4HUr2zx7%2bvfU3dupI%2fZhxYK1k4g%3d
https://friendsoflafayette.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=egw61BLeUmn3VaP0LvyaDNb%2f7aqBC%2blqaBrSe1kiDujTUGjW%2f3au%2f69VsFQ0uaVJSJwjjjTeFv9tGFURvPKzfguFpSo94P1O0QijH20RT78%3d
https://friendsoflafayette.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=V%2fNx3fUDk11OoHWNLyEcatOEheLnoXQMKXVTn5hBp3XP5u9WLRWJaiFVea0fNJ0TLEBg3ui%2flOjjwnaJ4HUr2zx7%2bvfU3dupI%2fZhxYK1k4g%3d
https://friendsoflafayette.wildapricot.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=egw61BLeUmn3VaP0LvyaDNb%2f7aqBC%2blqaBrSe1kiDujTUGjW%2f3au%2f69VsFQ0uaVJSJwjjjTeFv9tGFURvPKzfguFpSo94P1O0QijH20RT78%3d
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Stephen Parahus closes the ceremony 

 
 

Alan Hoffman addresses the crowd 

 
 

Chuck Schwam emcees the event 

 

 
 

Laura Aurricchio 
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Jacques comte de Trentinian 

Knight of the Legion of Honour 

1930-2017 
By Lanny Patten 

 

 Jacques de Trentinian, a loyal citizen of France, passed away in his Paris home on May 10, 2017 

after enduring through cancer treatments. He is survived by his wife Marie-Claire, 5 children and their 

extended families.  A son predeceased his father. 

 

 After retiring from a business career, Jacques devoted the last 30 years to becoming a serious and 

skilled historian, especially of the American War of Independence and alliances with France.  He researched 

his own family roots, finding a grandfather who, as a French cavalry officer in the 1770's and a veteran of 

Yorktown, provided the ancestry for Jacques to join lineage organizations that honor that colonial period.  

He served each with great loyalty and devotion, always representing France. 

 

 Self-taught he said, he mastered English to read, write and speak most fluently.  He waded into 

research, in English and in French, of the American War and accumulated a significant library.  He came to 

the US frequently, becoming widely known and respected for his depth of knowledge.  He authored papers 

and books, the last published in French in 2016 about the French Navy in the time of the American campaign 

at Yorktown.  It is a rare book of colonial history involving France, in either language, that does not 

acknowledge Jacques's contribution to the accuracy of the text.  He hosted groups to France and organized in 

depth events that took place at sites that are part of each nation's history. 

 

 Jacques was a remarkable intellect, a gifted historian and very much the gentleman- always loyal to 

France.  And he was our friend and lifetime AFL member. 
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