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Save the Date
American Friends of Lafayette
ANNUAL MEETING 2016
Boston, Massachusetts
Thursday June 9th to Sunday June 12th

Questions? Comments? Article Ideas? Photos?
This Gazette is for you, by you.
Please feel free to send comments, complaints, article ideas,
photos, etc.
To AmericanFriendsofLafayette@gmail.com
We look forward to hearing from you!
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March 6, 2016

President’s Letter
Dear Friend of Lafayette:
In July of 2015, the Hermione departed our
shores, leaving in its wake a huge number of
Americans who were reminded of, or exposed for the
first time to, General Lafayette and the contributions
that he and France made to the cause of America. In
this regard, the Friends of Hermione-Lafayette report
that 50,000 people actually boarded the ship, that there
were 6.3 million impressions on Facebook and Twitter
combined, and 725 media imprints.
I am reminded of an article that appeared in
The New York Times on August 31, 2007 announcing
the arrival of an exhibition French Founding Father:
Lafayette’s Return to Washington’s America that
would open that fall at the New-York Historical
Society. The article reported on a survey of New
Yorkers on Lafayette Streets in Manhattan and
Brooklyn. All but one (of the 35 polled) did not know
who Lafayette was. One firefighter actually
recognized our hero, and the next closest was a woman
who remarked helpfully, “Sounds French.” It is
appropriate that the one New Yorker who knew of
Lafayette was a first responder, because that was what
Lafayette was – a first responder to America’s cause.
As Bob Dylan sang, “the times, they are achangin’.” Three Lafayette-themed books have
appeared in the last six months or are about to debut.
One is an important anthology of Lafayette
scholarship, in which both AFLers Robert Crout and
Lloyd Kramer are represented, entitled Lafayette in
Transnational Context, Identity, Travel and
Nationalism in the Revolutionary Atlantic World.
Another is a young-adult novel by award-winning
author and AFL member Dorothea Jensen, A Buss
From Lafayette. A third is Sarah Vowell’s satirical but
historically accurate work, Lafayette and the Almost
United States. Moreover, long-time AFL member
Donald Miller recently appeared on C-Span 3 to
discuss his recent book, Lafayette: His Extraordinary
Life and Legacy. Finally, Lafayette is a major
character in the hit Broadway “rap-opera” Hamilton.
Sold-out houses of about 1,200 per performance mean
that new and younger audiences have been and will
continue to be exposed to “America’s favorite fighting
Frenchman.”
As an aside, on February 20, I was privileged
to give my “Lafayette and the Farewell Tour: Odyssey

of an American Idol” speech to 300 congregants at
Colonial Williamsburg’s 2016 Antiques Forum.
Meanwhile, after the meteoric rise in our
membership in the first half of 2015, sparked by the
Hermione’s voyage, membership has continued to
grow, albeit at a more measured pace. There have
been 44 new members since the last Gazette. Two
recent trends should be noted. First, one observes a
large number of new European members, mostly
French but also from Germany and Portugal! We are
grateful to Pierre Leroque who has recruited many of
our new French Lafayettophiles. He is our French pied
piper of Lafayette.
Second and equally significant, there is a
smattering of next-generation members including
members of the Ravosa family and my daughter and
son-in-law, whose membership I can assure you was
not compelled but came as a pleasant surprise. In
regards to the younger generation, Sarah Vowell,
whose book appeared last October and was briefly on
The New York Times best-seller list, has a following
with Millennials. Inside the Unitarian Church in
Harvard Square for Vowell’s book talk last October, I
was struck by the fact that about 70% of the 200-300
person audience was half my age or younger.
In light of the above, I believe that if The New
York Times polled pedestrians on Lafayette Streets in
Manhattan and Brooklyn today, recognition of
Lafayette would be significantly increased.
In closing, I invite you to take a close look at
the information relating to our upcoming Boston
meeting from June 9 to June 12, 2016. As
Lafayette himself said when he addressed Bostonians
in the Massachusetts Senate Chamber on June 15,
1825, “Faneuil Hall is the cradle of American liberty.”
See the article entitled “Boston’s Revolutionary
Vanguard.” We are planning a very exciting and
informative program, and I hope to see you in June in
the “Hub of the Universe.”
Best regards,
Alan R. Hoffman
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The Annual Meeting of the American Friends of Lafayette
As many of you know, our 2016 annual meeting will be in Boston this year from June 9th to 12th. This will
be an exciting gathering as President Alan Hoffman has put together an itinerary chock full of Lafayette related sites,
exclusive tours, informative speakers, great food and fun.
Our hotel for this weekend is the Embassy Suites in Waltham, MA. Located at 550 Winter Street
in Waltham...this hotel is in the heart of many historic sites. We have blocked rooms for the AFL here and I urge you
to reserve your rooms soon. At $129 per night (including breakfast and WIFI), this is a fantastic deal for our
members.
You can reserve your room by phone (800-EMBASSY or 800-362-2779). When making your reservations by
phone, please note that group code is "AFL" (to get the $129 rate) and the hotel is specifically the Embassy Suites in
Waltham, Massachusetts.
Our hope is that members will stay all three nights (Thursday, Friday & Saturday) as we have many activities
planned (well into Sunday afternoon). Motor coach transportation will be provided to and from all venues. As of
right now, our itinerary looks like this...
•
•

•

•

Thursday, June 9th
o 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Informal reception and presentations at hotel
Friday, June 10th
o 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. Fanueil Hall, Boston and Ancient & Honorable Artillery Company of MA
Armory
o 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. State House tour, Including the two chambers where Lafayette was greeted
in 1824 and 1825
o 12:45 p.m. to 2:45 p.m. Shirley-Eustis House: Lunch at house where Lafayette slept on August 24,
1824. See Lafayette bedroom and carriage that brought Lafayette to Roxbury from RI border.
o 3:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Bunker Hill Monument and Museum
o 6:00 p.m. Cocktails at Hotel venue
o 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. Banquet and Speaker
Saturday, June 11th
o 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Business Meeting
o 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. Lunch at Depot, Lexington Historical Society. See artifact from Farewell
Tour – 39 foot banner.
o
1:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. Tour of Buckman Tavern and Museum with Exhibition about the feud
between Lexington and Concord that erupted during Lafayette’s 1824 visit: “Who fired the first shot?”
Tour of Lexington Green
o 2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tour of Lexington to Concord Route and the Rude Bridge site with Minuteman
Monument
o 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Garden Party Reception at home of French Consul in Cambridge
Sunday (Optional) June 12th
o 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Brunch at Alan Hoffman’s House in Londonderry, New Hampshire with
display of Lafayette Collection. This event will have a separate registration fee and no bus
transportation will be available.

The registration fee for the weekend will be similar to past annual meetings at around $160 per person.
Official registration forms for this event will be emailed (and snail mailed) in the coming weeks. We will also ask for
meal preferences at that time.
See you in Boston. - Chuck Schwam
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Locations Of Past Meetings Of The AFL
With our upcoming meeting in Boston only months away, we thought you might like to see where past
meetings have been held. Below is a list of our thirty-eight previous meeting locations. We will provide a list going
further back into AFL meeting history in a future Gazette. - Chuck Schwam
AFL annual meetings locations:
2015 - Yorktown, VA
2014 - Fayetteville NC
2013 - Philadelphia
2012 - Alexandria/Washington
2011 - Charlottesville, Virginia
2010 - Wilmington/Brandywine Valley
2009 - Newport, RI
2008 - Concord, NH
2007 - Easton, PA (Sept., Celebration of Lafayette’s 250th birthday)
2006 - Troy, NY
2005 - Alexandria, VA & Washington, DC
2004 - Pittsburgh, PA
2003 - Georgetown, SC
2002 - Easton, PA
2001 - Philadelphia, PA
2000 - Baltimore, MD
1999 - Princeton, NJ
1998 - Williamsburg, VA
1997 - Newport, RI
1996 - Malvern, PA
1995 - Mendenhall, PA
1994 - Cornell University, Ithaca, NY
1993 - Richmond, VA
1992 - Sudbury, MA (Wayside Inn)
1991 - Princeton, NJ
1990 - Savanna, GA
1989 - Easton, PA
1988 - Annapolis, MD
1987 - McLean, VA and Washington DC
1986 - Charlottesville, VA
1985 - Baltimore, MD
1984 - Newburgh, NY
1983 - New London, CT
1982 - Lafayette College, Easton, PA (50th Anniversary Meeting of AFL)
1981 - Morristown, NJ
1980 - Newport, RI
1979 - Saratoga Springs, NY
1978 - Indiana Univ., Bloomington,
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AFL Trivia Questions
by Ernest and Janet Sutton
	
  

Lafayette’s	
  eastward	
  journey	
  across	
  New	
  
York	
  started	
  in	
  Buffalo	
  in	
  early	
  June	
  with	
  the	
  goal	
  
of	
  reaching	
  Boston	
  for	
  the	
  dedication	
  of	
  the	
  
Bunker	
  Hill	
  Monument by June 17th. In 1825 only
sections of the Erie Canal were completed. From
Buffalo he needed to travel by coach to the
Lockport to take a canal “packet” barge to
Rochester then continuing by coach 110 miles to
Syracuse.

Question # 1

	
  

Although not on the direct route to
Lockport, he took a side-trip to see Niagara Falls
then to Lewiston and Fort Niagara. Lewiston was
the portage site around the falls. Till the canal
linked Lockport to Buffalo, Lewiston was much
larger than Buffalo. The new homeland of the
Tuscarora Indian Nation after 1800 is at Lewiston.
While traveling through the Tuscarora Nation,
Lafayette asked if his old friend Chief Nicolas
Cusick was there. Out of the crowd a voice
replied, “I’m here General”. After fifty years the
two friends embraced. Lafayette presented him his
belt in the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) people’s
tradition of a presenting a wampum belt of
friendship. Also called Kayewla (Great Warrior),
the general did not forget this tradition. Pressed
for time, he invited Chief Cusick to ride in his
coach to Lockport.

	
  
Lafayette’s	
  Niagara	
  Frontier	
  Visit	
  June	
  1825	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

What was the special relationship of Chief
Cusick to Lafayette to have him detour through
the Tuscarora Indian Nation?

ANSWER ON PAGE 69

Iroquois	
  Confederation	
  Wampum	
  Belts	
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Question 2
Congress approved funding for a monument to honor 6 French Army and Naval Officers who came
to America in support of our Revolution. Five of these French Officers stand on the Lafayette statue in front
of the White House. The sixth French Officer to be honored is Lafayette's military mentor, Baron Johann de
Kalb. Why is his statue not in Lafayette Square with Lafayette and the other French Officers?

ANSWER ON PAGE
70

Monument to Lafayette’s Mentor
MG de Kalb dedicated (Aug 16, 1886)
at the Annapolis State House
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AFL New Members since the Annual Meeting in June 2015

Trudy Withey, Cape Coral, FL
Jenny Cote, Roswell, GA
Rachel Chen, Furlong, PA
David & Linda Martin Schaff, Mendenhall, PA
Brian Miner, North Chatham, MA (Life Member)
Jeffrey Kaplan, Baltimore, MD (Life Member)
Jackie Noller, Cambridge, MD
Jean Sutton, Silver Spring, MD
Arnold & Carine Ravosa Feist, Briarcliff, NY
Jeffrey & Kimberly Finegan, Phillipsburg, NY
Charles J. Anderer, White Plains, NY
Jason & Elena Hoffman Cisneros, Austin, TX
John R. Maas, Alexandria, VA
Connie Eubanks, Manassas, VA
Peter Armstrong & Susan Scantlebury, Williamsburg, VA
Edward Ayres, Williamsburg, VA
Drew & Kate Gruber, Williamsburg, VA
Catherine Haynie, Williamsburg, VA
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Mason, Williamsburg, VA
Mark & Armand Schneider, Williamsburg, VA
Richard & Elizabeth Auchter, Manitowoc, WI
Marie-Thérèse Larroque, Etampes, France
Felix Guy Isseri, Fos sur Mer, France
Philippe Bernard, Le Gua, France
Alain Desire, Le Poinconnet, France
Laurent Devin, Paris, France
Christiane Grosse, Paris, France
Frank Thiebaut, Paris, France
Yves Audebert, Port des Barques, France
Alain Lambert, Rochefort, France
Claude Lafosse, Saint Germain en Laye, France
Gérard Delage, Saint Martial de Vitaterne, France
John & Ruthann Looper, Wallhalben, Germany
Michel Bertheleu, Faro, Portugal
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BOSTON’S REVOLUTIONARY VANGUARD
By Alan Hoffman
Author’s note: The principal source for this article is a biography by Ira Stoll, Samuel Adams: A Life (Free Press 2008)

When the American Revolution broke out in 1775 with the Battles of Lexington, Concord and
Bunker Hill, the French looked on with interest and some, like Foreign Minister Vergennes, with eager
anticipation. Fresh off a humiliating defeat in the Seven-Years War which ended in 1763, France was
primed to see its traditional enemy Britain get a royal bloody nose or worse in its American Colonies. The
French had two names for the rebels in the early years of the American Revolution – les insurgents, the
insurgents, and les Bostoniens. I submit to you that the latter sobriquet – les Bostoniens – was appropriate
because from 1764 to 1775 it was the citizens of Massachusetts, led by Samuel Adams, who were the prime
movers in reacting to British Parliamentary and military actions and in fomenting the American Revolution.
Samuel Adams, John Adams’ less renowned but more influential second-cousin, was first and
foremost a politician. While he served as Lieutenant Governor and for a short time Governor of
Massachusetts after the Revolution, his important political roles from 1764 to 1775 were as member and
moderator of the Boston Town Meeting, as member and Clerk of the Massachusetts House of
Representatives and, in 1774 and 1775, as member of the Continental Congress. Adams was also a master
propagandist, particularly through his columns in the Boston Gazette, a political organizer, an agitator –
some historians would say a rabble-rouser – and more than most of the other Founders, a true Revolutionary.
As we shall see, as each Parliamentary Act was announced, Adams orchestrated the protests against it. As
matters escalated to a crisis in the first half of the 1770’s, he organized the Patriots to band together in the
Towns of Massachusetts and throughout the Colonies through “committees of correspondence.”
The Sugar Act of 1764 – a tax on molasses imported from the West Indies – was England’s initial
attempt to pay for the Seven-Years War debt and for the military defense of the Colonies. It also provided
the spark for Samuel Adams’ revolutionary career. He was tasked by the Boston Town Meeting to draft a
set of instructions to the Boston Representatives of the Massachusetts House that the Town Meeting had
elected. In this early document written in May of 1764, Adam railed against the danger of taxation without
representation:
For if your Trade may be taxed, why not our Lands? Why not the produce of our
Lands and everything we possess or make use of? This we apprehend annihilates our Charter
Right to govern and tax ourselves. It strikes at our British privileges, which as we have never
forfeited them, we hold in common with our fellow subjects who are Natives of Britain. If
taxes are laid upon in any shape without our having a legal representative where they are laid,
are we not reduced from the Character of the free subjects to the miserable State of tributary
slaves?
One historian [John K. Alexander] has written that when the Boston Town Meeting approved this
document “it became the first political body to go on record stating Parliament could not constitutionally tax
the colonists,” and [recommending] that “the colonies present a united defense of their rights.” While the
Sugar Act led to boycotts of British luxury goods in Boston and New York, major protests against British
policy did not begin until the passage of the Stamp Act in 1765.
The Stamp Act of 1765 required a duty or tax to be paid on nearly every piece of paper in the
Colonies, including newspapers, magazines, legal documents and even playing cards. The immediate
response of the Bostonians was to hang Andrew Oliver, a Colonial official responsible for tax collection, in
effigy on the Liberty Tree, and to cause the near-destruction of Oliver’s house and that of Lieutenant
Governor Thomas Hutchinson. Adams may or may not have directed the violence.
While Adams publically criticized the attack by the mob on Hutchinson’s residence, he wrote this
about the effigy-hanging and the attack on Oliver’s home:
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We cannot surely have forgot the accursed designs of a most detestable set of men, to
destroy the Liberties of America as with one blow, by the Stamp-Act; nor the noble and
successful efforts we then made to divert the impending stroke of ruin aimed at ourselves and
our posterity. The Sons of Liberty on the 14th of August 1765, a Day which ought to be for
ever remembered in America, animated with a zeal for their country then upon the brink of
destruction, and resolved, at once to save her, or like Samson, to perish in the ruins, … The
People shouted and their shout was heard to the distant end of this Continent. In each Colony
they deliberated and resolved, and every Stampman trembled; and swore by his Maker, that
he would never execute a commission which he had so infamously received.
After the Town Meeting of 1765 was held in Faneuil Hall, Adams wrote these instructions to the
Boston Representatives in the Massachusetts House:
By the Royal Charter granted to our ancestors, the power of making laws for our
internal government, & of levying taxes, is vested in the General Assembly: And by the
same charter the inhabitants of this province are entitled to all the rights and privileges of
natural free born subjects of Great Britain. The most essential rights of British Subjects are
those of being represented in the same body which exercises the power of levying taxes upon
them, & of having their property tried by Jurys: These are the very pillars of the British
Constitution founded in the common rights of mankind. … We therefore think it our
indispensable duty, in justice to ourselves and posterity, … to declare our greatest
dissatisfaction with this law … And we think it incumbent upon you … to use your best
endeavors in the General Assembly, to have the inherent, unalienable rights of the people of
this province, asserted & vindicated & left upon the public records; that posterity may never
have reason to charge the present times, with the guilt of tamely giving them away!
Just weeks after these instructions were delivered to the Boston Representatives at the Province
House which stood (and stands) about 200 yards from Faneuil Hall, Samuel Adams was elected as one of
Boston’s Representatives to the House where he soon assumed a leadership role. Adams is believed to have
written this response to Governor Bernard’s assertion that Parliament had the right to tax the Colonies.
[T]here are certain original inherent rights belonging to the people, which the
Parliament itself cannot divest them of consistent with their own constitution: among these is
the right of representation in the same body which exercises the power of taxation. There is a
necessity that the subjects of America should exercise this power within themselves,
otherwise they can have no share in that most essential right, for they are not represented in
Parliament, and indeed we think it impracticable.

Above: Faneuil Hall
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Thus, by late 1765, Adams and the Bostonians had enunciated what became the ideology of the
American Revolution – no taxation without representation and original inherent or inalienable rights.
After the Stamp Act was repealed in 1766 as a result of protests in many of the Colonies, Parliament
passed the Townshend or Revenue Acts in 1767 which imposed an import duty on glass, paper, lead and tea
as well as establishing an American Board of Customs. In February 1768, the Massachusetts House of
Representatives approved a Circular Letter which was sent to the representative bodies of the other Colonies
several of which responded positively. Adams both drafted this letter and was responsible for transmitting
it, having been elected Clerk of the House.
In this letter, Adams wrote: “All possible care should be taken, that the representatives of the several
Assemblies upon so delicate a point, should harmonize with each other.” He continued:
It is an essential unalterable right in nature ingrafted into the British Constitution, as a
fundamental law & ever held sacred & irrevocable within the Realm, that what a man has
honestly acquired is absolutely his own, which he may freely give, but cannot be taken from
him without his consent.
While the letter is characterized by some historians as having a moderate tone and it concludes by
expressing firm “confidence in the king our common head & Father,” George III responded harshly.
On June 21, 1768, Governor Bernard responded on behalf of the King and Lord Hillsborough,
Secretary of State for the Colonies: “It gives great concern to his majesty,” - Bernard read to the
Representatives – that the Massachusetts House “should have presumed to … resolve upon a measure of so
inflammatory a nature as that of writing to the other colonies on the subject of their intended representations
against some late acts of Parliament.” The King attributed the Circular Letter to “attempts made by a
desperate faction to disturb the public tranquility” and demanded that the Governor “require the House of
Representatives, in his Majesty’s name, to rescind the resolution which gave birth to the Circular Letter.”
By vote of 92 to 17, the House voted not to rescind the resolution. The British response was swift
and severe. Governor Bernard dissolved the assembly. An outbreak of violence ensued. Bostonians
attacked customs officials making it impossible for them to perform their duties. In response, Lord
Hillsborough sent four regiments of the British army to Boston. When Adams learned that the British troops
were on their way, he requested Governor Bernard to convene the legislature. When Bernard refused,
Adams did. He caused the Boston Town Meeting to invite the other Massachusetts Towns to send
representatives to a meeting at Faneuil Hall. About 100 towns did. The convention’s letter of protest was
to no avail. During the occupation, Adams also wrote numerous letters and essays of protest and had them
circulated to the other Colonies. A Journal of Daily Occurrences was written and also circulated.
The tensions and stresses of the occupation led to the “Boston Massacre” in March of 1770. A
confrontation between an unruly Patriot mob and British soldiers turned fatal when the British opened fire,
killing five Americans in front of the Province House. While some historians have charged Samuel Adams
with orchestrating it, Harvard historian Pauline Maier has written that there is no evidence that this was the
case. What is clear is that Adams used this event to reap every possible bit of political advantage. Author
Hiller Zobel credits Adams with naming the clash “the Boston Massacre.”
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The Boston Massacre by Paul Revere
During the trial, Samuel Adams fed the prosecutor written comments on the evidence, arguments to
make and trial tactics hints. Simultaneously, he provided continuous and highly opinionated coverage of the
trial in the Boston Gazette, authoring about 26,000 words on the trial. While the trial was in progress,
Parliament repealed the Townshend Acts, except for the tax on tea which was kept to maintain the principle
of Parliamentary rule.
After the acquittals of most of the defendants, there was a period of relative quiet. However, in
November, 1772, at the Boston Town Meeting at Faneuil Hall, Adams moved to create “a committee of
correspondence” … “to state the rights of the Colonists and this province in particular in order to
communicate to the several towns in this province and to the world as the sense of this town [about] the
infringements and violations thereof that have been, or from time to time may be, made.” The motion was
unanimously approved. The committee which included Adams, Dr. Joseph Warren and Josiah Quincy, Jr.,
published a statement of “Rights of the Colonists,” authored primarily by Adams which was widely
circulated and reprinted in England by Benjamin Franklin. Adam’s biographer, Ira Stoll, suggests that the
statement provided a framework for the Declaration of Independence. For example, Adams defined the
rights of the Colonists to include “a Right to Life, Liberty and to Property.” He wrote: “In case of
intolerable oppression, all men have the right to leave the Society they belong to and enter another.”
In 1773, Parliament stirred the pot by trying to bail out the East India company which was sitting on
18 million pounds of surplus tea. The Tea Act allowed the Company to sell its tea in North America
provided that the Townshend duties on Tea were collected. Meanwhile, in the Massachusetts House, Clerk
Adams moved a proposal to respond positively to a letter of the Virginia House of Burgesses containing a
copy of the resolution of that body appointing a “standing committee of correspondence.” Adams motion
was approved and the Massachusetts House approved its own 15-member committee.
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Shortly thereafter, Adams read to the House copies of letters that he had obtained written by then
Governor Hutchinson and Andrew Oliver to the prejudice of the rights of the people. In one Hutchinson
wrote: “there must be an abridgement of what are called English liberties.” The House voted that the
tendency of the letters was “to overthrow the constitution of this government.” The Representatives’ next
move was to approve a draft petition to the King to remove these officials from their posts. Meanwhile,
Hutchinson was blaming Adams for his woes, writing the new Minister for the Colonies, Lord Dartmouth,
that “[Adams] has obtained such an ascendancy as to direct the town of Boston and the House of
Representatives … just as he pleases.”
When word of the Tea Act reached Boston, Adams swung into action. On October 21, 1773, the
Massachusetts Committee of Correspondence wrote the other Colonies stating that it was of “the utmost
importance that the colonies be united in opposing British actions such as allowing the East India Company
to ship its tea to America.” Adams co-signed this missive. A Boston Town Meeting of November 5 passed
a resolution affirming the Colonists’ right to their own property and denying Parliament’s right to tax them
without their consent. “It is the duty of every American to oppose a violent attack upon the liberties of
America.”
The arrival of the first ship, the Dartmouth, carrying 114 chests of tea led inevitably to the Boston
Tea Party. The deadline set by law for off-loading the tea and paying the tax was December 17. On the 16th,
the shipowner reported back to the crowd assembled at Old South Meeting House that Governor Hutchinson
would not allow the vessel to leave Boston without unloading the tea, as the Bostonians had demanded.
Adams’ response was: “This meeting can do nothing more to save the country.” This was the signal for the
Boston Tea Party as Patriots dressed as Mohawk Indians proceeded to board the tea-carrying ships and
emptied 342 chests of tea into Boston Harbor. Adams immediately communicated the news to other
Massachusetts Towns and to Philadelphia and New York.

Above: The Destruction of Tea at Boston Harbor
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The British response was draconian. Called the Coercive Acts in England, the Intolerable Acts
drastically curtailed the rights of the Bostonians. The Boston Port Act closed the Port of Boston as of June
1, 1774 until the East India Company had been compensated for its losses and order had been restored. The
Massachusetts Government Act drastically altered the form of government and brought it under direct
control of the appointed Governor. Town Meetings were limited to one a year. All positions were to be
appointed by the Governor. The Administration of Justice Act authorized the Governor to transfer the trial
of an accused Royal Official out of Massachusetts to anywhere in the Empire if he found that the accused
could not get a fair trial in Massachusetts. The Quartering Act allowed troops to be quartered in public
buildings in Massachusetts.
The Intolerable Acts were seen throughout the Colonies as a clear violation of the Colonists’
constitutional and natural rights as well as their Colonial Charters. For example, Richard Henry Lee of
Virginia described these Acts as “a most wicked System for destroying the liberty of America.”
The appointment of British General Thomas Gage as Governor set the stage for the shooting war that
followed. While he was initially a popular replacement for the hated Hutchinson, Gage’s enforcement of the
Intolerable Acts rendered him almost immediately unpopular. Meanwhile, Adams worked to coordinate the
resistance to the Intolerable Acts. In May of 1774, with Adams serving as moderator, the Boston Town
Meeting organized a boycott of British goods. In June, Adams headed a committee of the House of
Representatives that proposed that an inter-colonial Congress meet in Philadelphia, and he was chosen a
delegate. General Gage dissolved the elected House of Representatives after learning that it was sending
representatives to the extralegal Continental Congress. The continued unrest caused Gage to consolidate
British forces in America in Boston so that, by the Fall, Boston was a garrison city.
In September of 1774, the Continental Congress endorsed the Suffolk Resolves passed by the
Massachusetts House of Representatives that promised resistance to the Intolerable Acts, issued a
Declaration of Rights that denied Parliament’s right to legislate for the Colonies and called for a Colonial
trade boycott with the Mother Country known as the “Continental Association.”
While Adams was in Philadelphia urging these measures, the Massachusetts House had reconstituted
itself as a “provincial congress,” since Governor Gage had refused to reconvene it. Upon his return to
Boston in November, Adams joined the new body and attended the Boston Town Meeting at Faneuil Hall
where he was appointed to a committee to enforce Congress’s non-importation agreement.
Thus, it appears that an alternative government was taking shape in Massachusetts. Moreover, in
many towns in Massachusetts, as well as the other Colonies, local militias, known here as “Minutemen”
were being formed and drilled. On January 29, 1775, Adams wrote Virginian Arthur Lee: “I am well
informed that in every part of the Province there are selected Numbers of Men called Minute Men – that they
are well disciplined and well provided – and that upon a very short notice they will be able to assemble a
formidable Army.”
The shadow government even had an intelligence agency. Paul Revere was one of 30 who met in a
tavern near Faneuil Hall “for the purpose of watching the movements of the British soldiers, and gaining
every intelligence of the movements of the Tories.”
All the conditions for the commencement of the American Revolution were in place by the Spring of
1775. In Massachusetts, you had parallel governments each armed to the teeth. You had mutually exclusive
ideologies – Parliamentary authority versus the rights of Americans, both natural and as Englishmen and
under the Charters that previous Kings had given them. All that was needed was a spark.
The spark was General Gage’s decision to destroy an armory believed to be on a Farm in Concord
and to capture Samuel Adams and John Hancock to send them to English to be tried, convicted and executed
for treason.
Dr. Joseph Warren got wind of the scheme and dispatched Revere and John Dawes to warn Adams
and Hancock who were on their way to join the Second Continental Congress but had decided to spend the
weekend at the House of Reverend Jonas Clark, Hancock’s relative, in Lexington.
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Revere reached Lexington after midnight and warned the Patriot leaders and after some tarrying they
fled first to Woburn and later to Worcester, narrowly escaping the first wave of British regulars who arrived
on Lexington Green at dawn of the 19th of April. As the 70 Minutemen stood on one side and the 700
regulars on the other, a shot was fired, no one knows by whom, and an exchange of gunfire ensued leaving 8
militiamen dead and more wounded. The British troops then left the Green and joined the rest of the British
force headed for Concord. Upon their arrival, a detachment of British troops searched the Town; others
crossed the North Bridge and headed for the Barrett Farm where the military stores had been kept. The town
force found and destroyed several cannons, but the Barrett Farm contingent came up empty as the military
stores had been removed. Meanwhile, the force left to guard the North or Rude Bridge got into a skirmish
with the Minutemen who had collected on a hill overlooking the bridge, and each side suffered men killed
and wounded. When the British troops force retreated to Boston, they were picked apart by Minutemen
concealed behind stone walls, trees or houses on either side of Battle Road who fired on them “Indian style.”
The next morning, Samuel Adams said: “Oh! What a glorious morning it is – for America!!” His
cousin John put it this way: “the Battle of Lexington on the 19th changed the instrument of Warfare from the
Penn to the Sword.” Samuel Adams’ American Revolution had begun.
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Above: The British Army Disembarks at Long Wharf (Boston) in 1768 by Paul Revere
Below: John Singleton Copley’s portrait of Samuel Adams
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Yorktown Victory Celebration 2015
by Chuck Schwam

The American Friends of Lafayette celebrated the annual Yorktown Victory Celebration in grand
style. Spanning four days, AFL members enjoyed an unprecedented array of activities in the Tidewater area
of Virginia.
On Saturday evening October 17th, we enjoyed the "Lafayette Returns" Dinner at the historic
Chamberlin Hotel. AFL members dined on a gourmet 19th century meal alongside the General himself
(portrayed by Mark Schneider) and were entertained by several prominent speakers including President
Alan Hoffman.
On Sunday morning October 18th, we were given a wonderful private tour of Fort Monroe by AFL
member Robert Kelly, the Casemate Museum Historian. After the tour, we were graciously hosted by
Robert and his wife Katherine for a scrumptious brunch in their lovely home.
Later that evening was the annual Yorktown Association Dinner held at the Yorktown Victory
Center (future home of the American Revolution museum). Diners were entertained by a lecture from
historian and author Andrew Jackson O'Shaughnessy, a UVA Professor and native Englishman, who
explained the reasons for the “defeat” at Yorktown.
Yorktown Day (Monday, October 19th) started early at the French Cemetery for the wreath-laying
ceremony. This is the first year the American Friends of Lafayette, along with the Friends of Rochambeau,
presided over the ceremony. Officiated by AFL Treasurer Chuck Schwam, the commemorative wreath was
laid by "Lafayette" member Lea Gryk and "Rochambeau" member Blanche Hunnewell (also an "AFLer"
!!!).
Festivities continued throughout the day including the traditional parade and patriotic exercises at
which AFL Board Member Jerry Meekins represented the AFL as its honorary flag bearer. As usual, AFL
members looked on as our very own Lea Gryk (Treasurer of the Yorktown Day Association) sat on the dais
with other dignitaries.
Afterwards, AFL members were afforded a private, behind the scenes tour of The New American
Revolution Museum at Yorktown, given by AFL member Peter Armstrong, (Senior Director of Museum
Operations and Education). We were excited to learn how the museum will be emphasizing France's role in
our war for independence.
The day was capped off by our annual AFL cocktail reception at the Hornsby House Inn. As usual,
the Bowditch’s hosted a wonderful reception enjoyed by all. The next morning, the AFL donated books to
Lafayette High School. See article below.
Particulars regarding the 2016 Yorktown Day festivities are being formulated and will be shared in
future communications. In 2017, the AFL is the host organization for the Victory Celebration on October
19th.
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Above: Alan Hoffman, Chuck Schwam, David Bowditch, David Cucchiara enjoying
Yorktown Day Parade in front of the Hornsby House
Below: Chuck Schwam, Lea Gryk and Blanche Hunnewell at the French Cemetery Wreath Laying Ceremony
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Above: AFL Board Member Jerry Meekins was the Honorary Flag Bearer for the AFL at the 2016 Yorktown Day Victory
Celebration
Below: AFL member Peter Armstrong, the Senior Director of Museum Operations and Education for the Jamestown-Yorktown
Foundation, giving AFL members a private tour of The New American Revolution Museum at Yorktown	
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Above: "Lafayette Returns" dinner at The Chamberlain, Fort Monroe, with David
Bowditch, Susan Cucchiara, Jerry Meekins, Irene Meekins, Mark Schneider
"Lafayette," Rene Bowditch, and David Cucchiara
Below: AFL member Robert Kelly, the Casemate Museum Historian, giving AFL members a private tour of Fort Monroe
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Sarah Vowell Event at Lafayette College
by Chuck Schwam

Above: Author Sarah Vowell and Lafayette College President Alison Byerly
On Wednesday, February 10th, Diane Shaw and Lafayette College hosted 30 AFL members for a
wonderful afternoon and evening. The program centered around author Sarah Vowell's presentation of her
new book Lafayette in the Somewhat United States.
The festivities started at the Skillman Library where AFL curator Diane Shaw had many Lafayette
artifacts on display. As many of you know, Diane is Director for Special Collections & Archives at
Lafayette College's Skillman Library. Diane treated us to a wonderful array of items on display for our
viewing pleasure. Rare coins, farewell tour memorabilia, letters, paintings and of course the sword that was
confiscated from Lafayette on the fateful day of August 19th, 1792.
We were also afforded a special treat as Diane brought out and read two of her favorite Lafayette
letters. Both written to George Washington, one of the letters accompanied the key to the Bastille, while the
other was an antislavery manifesto. AFL members were enraptured as Lafayette's words and ideas washed
over them. Before all left for the next venue, AFL member Donald Mathis donated a lovely, framed copy of
Lafayette's Rights of Man to the Library.
Then AFL members boarded a shuttle bus to none other than Chateau Chavaniac for a cocktail
reception and "heavy" hors d'oeuvres. This version of Chateau Chavaniac was built as a private retreat by
Allan P. Kirby and named after the birthplace of General Lafayette. It was presented to the College by the
F.M. Kirby Foundation in 1984. A wonderful time was had by all as we toured this historic mansion and all
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of it's interior splendor. AFL member Phil Schroeder addressed the group with details of the chateau's
history.

Above: AFL Members at Colton Chapel for Sarah Vowell’s book talk
After having enjoyed a delicious spread we then headed to Colton Chapel for Sarah Vowell's book
talk. The chapel proved to be a beautiful building as well, adorned with a wonderful statue of Lafayette by
Daniel Chester French out front. We were treated to reserved, front row seats as the chapel filled with
students and other interested individuals.
Sarah Vowell read a passage from Lafayette in the Somewhat United States. After the reading, the
audience was treated to a lengthy Q&A between Sarah Vowell and Lafayette College President Alison
Byerly. They discussed many interesting subjects, both current and historical. All this was followed by a
book signing and another reception.
Several new members were in attendance, including new lifetime member Jeff Kaplan from
Maryland. The group also welcomed institutional life member Ken Sandri (from Grey Towers Nat'l Historic
Site). Although Ken's been a member for many years, this was his first AFL event. Many thanks to Diane
Shaw and Lafayette college for hosting this wonderful (free) ingathering of AFL members.
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Above: AFL Members at Lafayette College’s Chateau
Below: Donald Mathis donates The Rights of Man to Diane Shaw
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Above: Pierre Larroque and Chuck Schwam in front of a bust of Lafayette
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Lafayette Escadrille Memorial
By Chuck Schwam

With the help of the French Ministry of Defense, the US Congress, the American Battle Monuments
Commission and many private donors (including the AFL), the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial is currently
undergoing a major renovation. The outside of the Memorial is almost finished, but it is still under
scaffolding with sheet metal fences preventing access to the arch. The construction was witnessed by the
"AFL in France" group last summer. The renovation work will be completed towards the end of March.
This renovation will permit the re-dedication of the Memorial on April 20, 2016, the 100th
anniversary of the creation of the Lafayette Escadrille. The April 20 ceremony will be a significant event in
the WWI commemorations in France: we expect the Chiefs of Staff of the US and French Air Forces, many
high-level civil and military dignitaries, and a flyover of F-22s and Mirages by the US and French Air
Forces.
The AFL will be represented at the ceremony by several members including Myriam Waze and Joyce
Good. Please look for an article and pictures from this event in our next Gazette. Until then, you can learn
more by visiting www.lafayetteescadrille.org
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During General Lafayette’s return visit to America, his journey took him over our first National Road
(US Route 40) connecting by 1818 Wheeling, WV on the Ohio River with Cumberland, MD on the Pontiac
River. Instead of going directly to Pittsburgh, he took a 150 mile side trip through Washington, PA to visit
his old friend Albert Gallatin near Uniontown PA.
With a population of only 1700, nearly 15,000 people lined the streets of Washington, PA on May
25, 1825, to greet Lafayette when he stopped overnight at the Globe Hotel. His arrival is captured in one of
an eight mural series commemorating our National Road. These murals were created by the local artist
Malcolm Parcell in 1938 for the Pioneer Grill in the historic George Washington Hotel built in 1922.
From Washington, PA, Lafayette visited Albert Gallatin at Friendship Hill near Uniontown in
Fayette County. The county was named in his honor in 1783. Gallatin, a former Treasury Secretary and an
ardent abolitionist, was our minister to France from 1816 to 1823. With Lafayette’s help he tried to improve
our government’s relations with France during the Bourbon Restoration but with scant success.

National Road Murals
After 1947, the National Road Murals were covered over and forgotten in time until 5 years ago.
During renovation of the George Washington Hotel, the Lafayette Mural was rediscovered in its Pioneer
Grill.

General Lafayette Arrives in Washington, PA on May 25, 1825
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Today the Pioneer Grill can be reserved for special occasions but otherwise is open to the public for
viewing. The Hotel is located at 60 S Main Street, Washington PA. Nearby is the Bradford House at 175 S.
Main Street which was home of David Bradford, a leader in the Whiskey Rebellion of 1794. Friendship Hill
National Park Service Historic Site dating from 1789 is located in Point Marion, PA. Nearby is the Fort
Necessity National Battlefield of 1754 where George Washington’s Virginia Militia was defeated by a
French and Indian force from Fort Duquesne (Pittsburgh). Also on the National Road is an 8’ 2” painted
statue of Lafayette formerly atop the spire of the Fayette County Court House in Uniontown, PA. The 1847
wooden Uniontown Lafayette Statue has now been moved inside the courthouse instead of staying atop the
spire.

The 1847 wooden Uniontown Lafayette Statue
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Lafayette Returns To Fort Monroe In 2015
By
W. Robert Kelly, Historian
Casemate Museum
20 Bernard Road
Fort Monroe, Virginia 23651
rkelly@fmauthority.com
757-690-8064
Lafayette's return to America in 1824 lasted thirteen months during which time he visited all twentyfour states and traveled an estimated 5000 miles. Lafayette spent eight days in the Tidewater of Virginia,
October 18-25, 1824 one of his longer stays in a single geographical area. After visiting Yorktown,
Jamestown, Williamsburg, and Norfolk, General Lafayette arrived at Fort Monroe on Sunday October 24,
1824. The Norfolk and Portsmouth Herald {October 27, 1824} which covered his visit extensively stated,
"…the general left here {Norfolk} on Sunday afternoon for a visit to Fortress Monroe where he was received
with highest military honors.” Colonel Abraham Eustis, the commanding officer, escorted the General
throughout Fort Monroe. Later in the evening, Colonel Eustis received Lafayette at Quarters No. 1 where he
partook of a “handsome cotillion party and spent the evening.” The next morning he received the troops and
officers of Fort Monroe and after taking breakfast with Colonel Eustis visited the adjacent fortifications of
Castle Calhoun (Fort Wool).
To commemorate the anniversary of Lafayette’s visit, the Fort Monroe Foundation hosted Lafayette
Returns! A Living History Reenactment Dinner on Saturday, October 17, 2015. The sold-out fundraiser
dinner featured the Marquis de Lafayette as portrayed by Mark Schneider of the Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation. The evening of celebration and
education featured a historically inspired 5-course
menu and a program of scholars, musicians, and
period interpreters. The American Friends of
Lafayette (AFL) contributed significantly to the
success and festivities of the evening. 40 AFL
members from 13 different states across the
country attended the event. President Alan
Hoffman was one of the distinguished guests
seated at the head table, speaking during the
introductory portion of the program. President
Hoffman’s remarks provided valuable historical
background, contextualizing the evening’s
interpretive program.
President Hoffman offering introductory remarks
The following day, Sunday, October 18,
2015, the AFL was again welcomed to Fort Monroe for a private tour of the grounds and the Casemate
Museum. Physically located inside the masonry walls of the fort, the Casemate Museum interprets the 400year history of Old Point Comfort and Fort Monroe. Of particular interest was the history of French born
engineer Simon Bernard. Lafayette had personally recommended to President Madison that Bernard be
invited to America and employed to design coastal defenses. Fort Monroe was Bernard’s masterpiece and
stands today as the largest masonry fort in the United States.
The tour of the fort’s grounds included a visit to the exterior of Quarters No. 1, the stately home
where Lafayette spent the evening at Fort Monroe in 1824. Quarters No. 1, the oldest home at the fort has
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welcomed its share of important figures from American history since its construction in 1819. President
Abraham Lincoln as well as, Generals Eustis, Butler, Grant, Sherman, McClellan, and Wool all either lived
or visited the home during its heyday. Following a visit to the museum and a walking tour of the fort, the
AFL enjoyed fellowship and brunch in former Officers’ Quarters, constructed in 1875.
For my wife Katherine and me who reside at Fort Monroe, the opportunity to host 40 fellow
members of the AFL for a tour and brunch at our home was a sincere honor. Additionally, a heartfelt thank
you to my friends and colleagues for supporting the Fort Monroe Foundation by attending Lafayette
Returns!, and for visiting the Casemate Museum. We hope that AFL gatherings at Fort Monroe become an
annual tradition during the Yorktown Day festivities.
Situated in the heart of Hampton Roads, Fort Monroe and the Casemate Museum is located in
Hampton, Virginia, only 25 miles from Yorktown. For more information please visit
www.visitfortmonroe.com.

Left to right: Colonel Olsen, General
Lafayette, President Hoffman
The Fort Monroe AFL brunch
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Bernard’s Gibraltar Of The Chesapeake
By
W. Robert Kelly, Historian
Casemate Museum
20 Bernard Road
Fort Monroe, Virginia 23651
rkelly@fmauthority.com
757-690-8064

Simon Bernard the brilliant French engineer, former aide-de-camp to Napoleon, and the designer of
Fort Monroe was born in Dole, France on April 22, 1779. At a very young age he was recognized for his
intelligence and aptitude for the physical sciences. He attended college in Dole and went to Paris to continue
his studies at Ecole Polytechnique, which remains as one of the most prestigious science and engineering
schools in France. Bernard graduated second in his class and entered the
Engineer Corps of the French Army in 1797. He was immediately engaged in
military conflict as France was at war for much of the early 19th century. He
was wounded several times including at the Battle of Manheim, the Battle of
Montebello and during passage of the River Mincio in December 1800. His
bravery under fire was recognized by Emperor Napoleon himself. Bernard’s
early accomplishments would include the design of the fortifications of
Antwerp, Belgium in 1809 and the distinction of becoming Napoleon’s aidede-camp in 1813. Remaining loyal to Napoleon until the bitter end, the 36
year old Bernard was with the Emperor at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815.
Following Napoleon’s abdication, Bernard was banished from public life in
France.
The War of 1812 exposed America’s lack of coastal defenses
unequivocally when the British fleet sailed up the Chesapeake Bay unopposed
and burned Washington, DC. President Madison desired an experienced
military engineer to lead the fortifications project that would protect
America’s shores from future enemy attack. Madison looked to France, America’s ally from the
Revolutionary War and home to many experienced military engineers. Lafayette wrote to President James
Madison and recommended that he employ Bernard to oversee the construction and design of coastal
defenses in the United States. Bernard’s career as an Army engineer was resurrected in 1816 but this time in
the United States of America.
Bernard arrived in America and was designated brevet brigadier general in the Army and placed at
the head of a Board of Engineers charged with construction of coastal defenses, forts, roads and canals. Fort
Monroe was personally designed by Bernard and to this day has the distinction of being the largest masonry
fort in North America. He went on to design many other forts including Fort Adams and Fort Morgan.
Additionally, he oversaw much of the design of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal and the Delaware
breakwater. Fort Monroe however, was Bernard’s true masterpiece and it has often been called “the
Gibraltar of the Chesapeake Bay.”
Bernard would return to France in 1831 and resume his service in the French army. He served as
aide-de-camp to King Louis Philippe, twice as Minister of War and in 1834, was designated a Peer of
France, a title only held by the greatest, highest-ranking members of the French nobility. Having begun his
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life in a humble household, Simon Bernard died at the age of 60 in a palace in France. Bernard’s funeral
was impressive and included eloquent speeches of his comrades and other high officials within the French
aristocracy. When the news of Bernard’s death reached the United States, President Martin Van Buren
directed the officers of the army to wear military mourning dress for 30 days.
Fort Monroe at Old Point Comfort remains, to this very day, a monument to Simon Bernard’s
greatness as a military engineer and friend of America. The masonry fort also stands as a testament to
enduring freedom, sacrifice, and prosperity of American democracy. Successful in its mission to protect the
Chesapeake Bay from foreign naval attack, Fort Monroe would also protect those seeking refuge from the
evils of slavery during the American Civil War, becoming a significance place in the story of the African
American struggle for freedom in our nation.

Fort Monroe as seen in 2015
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New Lafayette Anthology Published by University of Louisiana at Lafayette Press

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette Press has recently published a collection of essays that
stem from the celebration of the 250th Anniversary of Lafayette’s birth which took place in Lafayette,
Louisiana in 2007. The celebration was year-long and involved numerous events including lectures given
by many prominent scholars, including AFL members Robert Crout and Lloyd Kramer, and Sylvia Neely
who addressed us at the AFL meeting in Alexandria.
According to the Editor, Jordan Kellman:
Together, these essays could be said to inaugurate a post-revisionist historiography
of Lafayette. By placing Lafayette in a decidedly active, negotiated, multivalent, and
multicultural revolutionary Atlantic, these essays go well beyond traditional and revisionist
interpretations, situating him in a new context and opening a new stage on which he and
other revolutionary figures can now be examined. By showing the many ways that
Lafayette was shaped by, actively drew on, and had a profound influence on an astonishing
number of social, political and military events and movements, these essays defy the now
hackneyed dichotomy between hagiographic adulation and skeptical dismissal that long
dominated interpretations of his life and legacy.
This collection of essays is entitled: Lafayette in Transnational Context: Identity, Travel and
Nationalism in the Revolutionary Atlantic World. It is an important addition to modern Lafayette
scholarship. Available at Amazon and from the University of Louisana at Lafayette Press directly, this
anthology is a must-read.
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Lafayette was born and raised in the Château de Chavaniac, a fortified manor house furnished in the Louis
XIII style, surrounded by magnificent gardens and located in Chavaniac-Lafayette, in the south-eastern part of the
Auvergne region of France. During WW1, the Château was acquired by industrialist John Moffat for the French
Heroes Lafayette Memorial Fund, an American philanthropic organization, to serve as a school and an orphanage.
Many Jewish children were hidden there during WW2. By 1960, over 25000 children in need had spent time in
Chavaniac. After Moffat’s death in 1966, the Château was transferred to a French foundation.
The Département (County) of Haute-Loire has been in charge of preserving the Château since 2009. Over the
past five years, more than 1.5 million euros have been spent to repair the roof and renovate the furniture. Some of this
work has been supported by private sponsors, including the French Heritage Society. We had the pleasure of
welcoming a delegation of the American Friends of Lafayette in the summer of 2015. We recently launched a major
project titled “Lafayette 2026” that aims at turning the Château into a major platform for French-American friendship.
A study is underway to define how to best promote Lafayette’s heritage. This effort will culminate in 2026 with the
250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.
This year, we entered into a partnership with Château La Grange, the place where Lafayette spent the last
years of his life, to hold a joint exhibition in the summer of 2016 titled “An Intimate Look at Lafayette’s Legend”.
This exhibition will focus on Lafayette’s personal life, and will display, for the first time, some of his dearest
belongings including a hat, a sword and a watch he very much fancied. It will be held from July 4th to September 4th in
Le Puy-en-Velay, France. We would be honored to have members of the American Friends of Lafayette visit us on
this occasion. We are welcoming donations and sponsorships. Please contact Jean-Noel Barrot with any questions.
Jean-‐Noel	
  Barrot	
  
(617)	
  982-‐8177	
  jean-‐noel.barrot@hauteloire.fr	
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Newsletter 34 friendsoflafayette.org

Ode A Lafayette,
By: Henri Moulhiade
Presented by: Myriam Waze
The author of the poem was President of the literary and artistic Circle of Velay, and City librarian.
This poem was read at Lafayette’s grave at Picpus cemetery by M.Moulhiade, deputy Mayor of Le Puy en
Velay, during the festivities given in honour of the Independence of the United States, on the 4th July 1917,
in the presence of M.Sharp, ambassador of the United States, General Pershing and M. Painlevé, Minister of
War.
In this poem, Moulhiade reminds us that Lafayette’s memory has been forgotten by the French
people except those of his native country in Auvergne, who keep him in their hearts and celebrate him.
He tells Lafayette that his fighting spirit will help the French people in the war against Germany and
that they will achieve the victory with the help of the American army. Then as you know, Colonel Charles
E. Stanton pronounced these famous words : "Lafayette, we are here!"
Tu dormais Lafayette, oublié sous la terre…
Qui connaît aujourd’hui ta tombe solitaire,
Qui s’en vient, sur le tertre ombragé, plein d’accueil,
S’incliner et prier sur ton humble cercueil,
Mais nous, nous fils pieux de ta rude contrée,
Nous gardions dans nos cœurs ta mémoire sacrée ;
Comme en un coffret d’or un sachet odorant
Ton doux nom embaumait sur nos lèvres d’enfant…
Nous ne t’oublierons pas ! Notre piété sainte
Trouvera le chemin de la funèbre enceinte
Où Paris t’a couché dans les plis du linceul ;
A Picpus, désormais tu ne seras plus seul ;
Nous saurons bien trouver la place où tu reposes,
Le Velay t’enverra des couronnes de roses
Pour en fleurir ta tombe, et nombreux parmi nous
Ceux qui savent prier se mettront à genoux,
Ceux qui savent chanter diront ta jeune gloire,
La Seine adoptera le fils de notre Loire,
Et chez nous, tous nos morts, morts obscurs ou plus grands,
Paysans de la race, ouvriers, artisans,
Tous ceux de la Légende et tous ceux de l’Histoire,
Héros tombés dans la défaite ou dans la gloire,
Riche orgueil du Velay qui leur dresse un autel,
Tu seras avec eux dans le Temple immortel !
En Velay, ton pays, on te fête, on t’acclame,
Car dans le val qui plonge vers les monts, l’on sent
Que plane ton génie, âpre, fier et puissant,
Et que la ville entière écoute dans ton âme !
Lève-toi, son grand fils ! Tu n’es point inutile
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Face tous au Germain qui veut nous asservir !
S’il est un cœur français qui tremble et qui vacille,
Réveille-le ! Tu sais, « il faut vaincre ou périr ! »
Ta taille de héros, magnifique et sereine,
Dresse la dans l’azur sur la grande cité !
Triomphe, vieux soldat ! L’armée américaine
Vient défendre chez nous la sainte Liberté !
Guide-nous, prêche-nous l’invincible espérance,
Fais luire sur nos fronts ton regard indompté ;
Glaive au poing ! Tous ensemble au cri : « Vive la France ! »
Nous luttons pour le Droit et pour l’Humanité !
Editor’s Note :
If any of you French speakers would like to try your hand at translating this poem into English, we
will publish the most felicitous translation in the next Gazette. Please email your translation to:
americanfriendsoflafayette@gmail.com

Above: Lafayette Statue in Le Puy en Velay
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How Lafayette’s Ancestral Home Celebrates Its Native Son
By Myriam Waze

In alternate years, Chavaniac-Lafayette where our hero was born and the small town Langeac (which
he bought in 1786) will organize festivities during the summer, with the help of two associations, “Lafayette
and Liberty” and “La Belle Journée.” In 2015, it was Chavaniac-Lafayette which presented a theater
performance in the castle courtyard. This show entitled “Liberty,” written and supervised by Christian
Poulet, played for three nights on the 24th, 25th and 26th of July.
The actors are local residents of the village of all ages plus one or two professional actors for the
main roles. Extras also contribute to give life and reality to various scenes such as the beautiful quadrilles,
and musicians perform during the show enhancing it.
The somewhat romanticized plot echoes the event of Lafayette’s crossing of the Atlantic on the
Hermione to serve the cause of Liberty by supporting the insurgents.
We meet historical characters in the entourage of Lafayette, such as Mirabeau, Admiral d’Estaing
and the Count Rochambeau and of course George Washington.
The more private aspects of Lafayette’s life are also evoked through the characters of Adrienne, their
three children, as well as his cousin Bouillé whose castle was just a few miles from Chavaniac.
The way Lafayette’s relationship with Madame de Simiane was presented slightly distorted the
historical reality, giving the show a somewhat inaccurate “libertine” turn.
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The atmosphere of the XVIIIth century at the Court in Versailles was quite well figured, but the
depiction of the life in Auvergne was a caricature and appeared to serve as a pretext for gags to make the
audience laugh. The Light Show and music gave this performance a very professional look.
We have to congratulate the village of Chavaniac-Lafayette for this new celebration of Lafayette
which involves the villagers, the actors, the dancers, the musicians, etc., in the project. Thanks must be
given to the Conseil Général of Haute-Loire which allowed the show to be played in this wonderful Château!
In 2016, it will be the city of Langeac’s turn to preside over the organization of “La Belle Journee.”
We shall have the opportunity to say more in the next Gazette.

Above: Lafayette with Adrienne
Below: Adrienne Lafayette
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AFL Annual Book Donation

Above: AFL members at Lafayette High School (from left to right) Diane Parfitt, Hank Parfitt, Bonnie Fritz, Alan
Hoffman, George Bennett, Mark Schneider as Lafayette, Linda Bennett, Chuck Schwam, Sidney Riddle. Irene
Meekins and Jerry Meekins

On Tuesday, October 20th, the American Friends of Lafayette held its second annual Namesake
Towns Book Project ceremony. This year we were at Lafayette High School in Williamsburg, VA. As we
did in 2014 and will continue to do going forward, we will pick one school within the United States to
receive donated books about Lafayette. Schools selected must be named “Lafayette” or be within a city,
town or county named for Lafayette. Another criterion will be that the school specifically focus on helping
"at risk" students graduate and succeed.
Lafayette High School Principal Anita Swinton was very excited to have her school selected. The
Namesake Towns Book Project is managed by Chuck Schwam, and this year's school liaison was AFL and
DAR member, Sydney Riddle. Ms Riddle has helped orchestrate book donations in the past. She again did
a wonderful job gathering the books and coordinating the donation with Lafayette High School.

Above: Donated Books at Lafayette High School
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Above: Mark Schneider expresses Lafayette’s importance to students at Lafayette High School
The ceremony was attended by several AFL members, President Alan Hoffman, Principal Anita
Swinton and other school administrators. The students of Lafayette High School's history and French
classes attended the ceremony and were given an energetic presentation by the General himself (portrayed
by Mark Schneider). The ceremony opened with an impressive performance by the School's Fife and Drum
Corps. We are thrilled to continue our literary tribute to America's hero Lafayette.
This initiative would not be possible without the generosity of the authors. Not only are we thrilled
that they wrote books about Lafayette, but they also showed great kindness in agreeing to donate their books
to this worthy cause. The list of donated books and authors includes...
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•

A Son and his Adoptive Father: The Marquis de Lafayette and George Washington
By Diane Windham Shaw, Christine H. Messing and John B. Rudder
Enlightening the World: The Creation of the Statue of Liberty
By Yasmin Sabina Khan
Lafayette in Two Worlds: Public Cultures and Personal Identities in an Age of Revolutions
By Lloyd Kramer
The Journey of the French Coat: Adventures in the Wilds from Fort Niagara to the Our House
Tavern
By Gretchen A. Duling, Ph.D.
Lafayette in America in 1824 and 1824: Journal of a Voyage to the United States
Alan R. Hoffman (Translator)
Lafayette in America
by Louis Gottschalk - Donated by Roy (Rudy) Cini Cusumano with Certification of First
Edition, Leather bound
Lafayette’s Gold: The Lost Brandywine Treasure
By Gene Pisasale
Lafayette: Hero of Two Worlds (Comic)
Donated by Henry E. Parfitt, M.D.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lafayette: His Extraordinary Life and Legacy
By Donald Miller
Lafayette: Lessons in Leadership from the Idealist General
By Marc Leepson
The Marquis: Lafayette Reconsidered
By Laura Auricchio
The Mock Court Martial of British General Sir William Howe
By Roy (Rudy) Cini Cusumano
Prisoner of State: Lafayette
By Paul S. Spalding
Revolutionary Friends: George Washington and the Marquis de Lafayette
By Selene Castrovilla
The Riddle of Penncroft Farm
By Dorothea Jensen
The Road to Yorktown: Jefferson, Lafayette and the British Invasion of Virginia
By John R. Maass
Symbol in Two Worlds: Essays on Lafayette
By Diane Windham Shaw, Robert Rhodes Crout, Alan R. Hoffman and Paul S. Spalding

Thanks to everyone who participated. We look forward to donating books to another worthy school
later in 2016. - Chuck Schwam

Above: French Students at Lafayette High School
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The Simpsons Pay Tribute To Paris (via Hamilton)

Viewers who kept their eyes peeled during November 22nd episode of The Simpsons noticed that the
show paid a subtle tribute to Paris, following the horrible attacks. This tableau briefly flashed by during a
montage of Broadway marquees:

The Tribute has many levels of significance....
1. The marquee bears Jean Jullien’s viral illustration of the Eiffel Tower as a peace
sign, which he drew in the hours following the attacks.
2. The show is Lafayette: The Musical, a tribute to the Marquis de Lafayette, French
hero of the American Revolutionary War, and the personification of the longstanding
alliance between the United States and France. (Celebrating Lafayette is its own
American tradition.)
3. The fact that it’s a musical is a nod to Hamilton, the hottest musical on
Broadway, in which America’s favorite fighting Frenchman is one of the main
characters.
4. It’s a marquee. This makes it the marquee de Lafayette.
Lafayette is everywhere ! - Chuck Schwam
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Award-winning Author’s Lafayette Novel for Young Readers Coming Soon
AFL member Dorothea Jensen is happy to report that her publisher has sent her new historical novel for
middle graders/young adults, A Buss from Lafayette, to the printer. It will be released on April 22, 2016, but is
available for pre-order now from BQBPublishing.com, Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com, Kobobooks.com, and
iBooks, as well as many bookstores.
Set in Hopkinton, New Hampshire, during Lafayette’s Farewell Tour, A Buss from Lafayette is about Clara
Hargraves, 14, who has a couple of big problems. First of all, she has a stepmother, "Prissy" Priscilla, formerly her
spinster schoolteacher aunt, who keeps trying to make her act like a proper young lady. Secondly, she has red hair that
makes her a target for teasing. Clara, however, has a secret plan she hopes will change this.
In June, 1825, Clara’s town is abuzz because General Lafayette, hero of the American War of Independence,
is about to visit their state. In one eventful week, Clara learns a lot about her family, herself, and, most of all, about
Lafayette and his huge and vital role in America’s Revolutionary War. She also just might find that her problems are
not quite so terrible after all.
One young reader has said of A Buss from Lafayette, “It is like getting two stories in one book. I got to learn
all about Clara and I also got to learn all about Lafayette!”
One somewhat older reader, AFL President Alan Hoffman, previewed A Buss from Lafayette and called it “a
warm, funny, coming-of-age novel” and concluded, “Though A Buss From Lafayette is billed as a young adult novel,
it is truly a tale for adults of all ages.”

More information and buy links for A Buss from Lafayette are available at
http://www.dorotheajensen.com.
- Chuck Schwam
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William Ross Wallace, Poet of the Brave Hearts at Bunker Hill
By Sarah Gillens

Almost everyone knows about Scotland’s hero, William Wallace, known as “Braveheart” but who can
recall William Ross Wallace’s place in history or literature? I was thumbing through an old book titled Heart
Songs which belonged to my grandmother and noticed a song, “The Sword of Bunker Hill.” Since I am
looking forward to The American Friends of Lafayette’s annual meeting in and around Boston, I thought the
song merited some interest, especially since we will be visiting the monument at Bunker Hill.
The lyrics of the song honor a Revolutionary War veteran who had taken a sword from a British Captain
during the attack at Bunker Hill. He had kept the sword since that battle On his deathbed, he had to hold it
once again and he wanted his son to know the value of the cherished sword. The words were written by
William Ross Wallace and the music was composed by Bernard Covert.
William Ross Wallace was born in or near Lexington, Kentucky in 1819. He would have been six years
old when General Lafayette visited that state on his grand tour. I can imagine William, as a six year old,
dressed in his best clothes, shoes freshly polished and his hair plastered down by whatever hair tonic did the
job back at that time. He might have been standing with other students along the route that the hero traveled.
According to Alan Hoffman’s book, Lafayette in America in 1824 and 1825, the General was very
impressed by the size of Lexington and the two schools offering public education which could “vie with the
most well-known colleges or universities of the principal cities of Europe.” At one gathering, three students
addressed Lafayette, reciting their essays, one in Latin, one in English and one in French. Lafayette
impressed the crowd by responding to each student in the language they had chosen.
William Ross Wallace must have had a good primary education because he went on to study at Indiana
University and Hanover College and then studied law in Lexington, Kentucky. After moving to New York
City in 1841, he practiced law but also started to compose poetry. In 1861 he wrote “The Sword of Bunker
Hill” and “Keep Step with the Music of the Union.” He wrote “The Liberty Bell” in 1862 and “The Hand
That Rocks the Cradle Is the Hand That Rules the World” in 1865. That poem must have endeared him to
women because its verses praised motherhood and the influence of mothers on their children. I wonder what
women thought of Bernard Covert’s song, “The Fidgety Wife!”
William Ross Wallace and Edgar Allan Poe were close friends. They both showed strong feelings for
our country, freedom and the state of the Union. Wallace’s poems romanticized the Revolutionary War. I am
surprised that he did not write about our favorite soldier, General Lafayette! Wallace did refer to General
Washington as a savior. He wrote patriotic works during the Civil War. These were popular with the Union
soldiers as well as the public. Wallace lived in New York City until his death on May 5, 1881.
Rumor has it that “The Sword of Bunker Hill” will be sung at the gathering in June by the “AFL
Tenors.” Perhaps folks can join in on the last line of each verse. It’s a catchy tune and one can find it on
YouTube.com as performed by a Charlie Zahm. Bring your singing voices to Boston!!
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Discovering Lafayette in Pasajes
By Pierre Larroque
The first one to see it was Garrett, my son-in-law, the one who offered me Life Membership to the
American Friends of Lafayette last Christmas.
We were enjoying a visit to Pasai Donibane, a picturesque old small fishing harbor nestled in the heart of
the Basque Country, in a cove just north of San Sebastian, across the border from our house on the French side of
the Pyrénées mountains.
And Garrett pointed it out - an almost completely washed out plaque which read:
“EL MARQUES DE LA FAYETTE embarque en este puerto el XVII-IV-MDLCCVII para luchar POR LA
INDEPENDENCIA NORTE AMERICANA”.
The plaque also showed, a bit more clearly, a bronze portrait of the Marquis, young, in profile.
So, there we were, on the exact spot where our hero, all of nineteen years old, disobeyed the French King
and the Marshall of France, his father-in-law, and sailed on April 17, 1777, to “join the fight for the North
American Independence”.
The moment was magical: simply enjoying the charm of a lost, ancient, little harbor with narrow cobbled
streets meandering amongst old houses; and stumbling upon a worn-out plaque, squinting to decipher it, and, in a
flash, realizing its meaning!
Needless to say, I, on the spot, instructed all of my family to rejoice and then to pay a minute of respect to
our Marquis and to the fight he joined, from that exact spot, 238 years ago, to help give birth to our Nation.

Pasai Donibane

	
  

Lafayette sailed from here!	
  

	
  

Opening towards the Atlantic	
  

	
  

And this was not the last surprise from this charming little Basque fishing harbor.
I of course contacted the Tourist Information Center of Pasajes, the town which Pasai Donibane now
belongs to, to see whether and how this plaque could be refreshed and possibly embellished a bit. Eider
Calderón, the Center’s Director, was thrilled that an American would notice the plaque and she agreed that it
should indeed be cleaned and embellished – next year, in 2016, she promised.
And then … she called me two months later to invite me to the “Launching Ceremony for the Lafayette”!
Whilst her English was clear, a bit hesitant but clear, I could not make sense of that invitation. I knew of the
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“Albaola Itsas Kultur Faktoria”, a small ship building museum in Pasai San Pedro, across the cove from Pasai
Donibane, but could not conceive of a Lafayette ship being launched from there, in July 2015!
I was wrong. And what a fun launching it was!
It turns out that the Albaola museum (http://www.albaola.com/en) is quite active in the faithful
reconstruction of 16th-17th century Basque sailing ships (the Basques controlled whaling, and cod fishing in
Newfoundland, for centuries). And, in addition to re-building the San Juan, a whaling ship which sank in Red
Bay in Canada in 1565, they had just finished building the replica of an 18th century French “gig” (a fast racing
skiff) which they named the Lafayette (http://1080.plus/P5oxl1eq8wQ.video).
So, thanks to Eider, we witnessed the launching of the Lafayette from the Honor Stand – I did yell “Vive
Lafayette!” at the right moment on behalf of, and in honor of, the American Friends of Lafayette. After a second
of bewilderment, all the Basques loved it, and … “Vive Lafayette!” they yelled in turn.

The Lafayette at the Albaola Ship Museum

	
  
The	
  bottle	
  of	
  Basque	
  cider	
  
will	
  christen	
  the	
  Lafayette	
  
The	
  Lafayette	
  is	
  launched!	
  

	
  

If you ever come by the Basque Country, in Southern France or Northern Spain, you must come and see
the “Marquis de La Fayette sailed from here” plaque in Pasai Donibane and visit the Albaola museum in Pasai
San Pedro across the cove.
Eider Calderón will welcome you, and you will love the scenery, the cider, and the wonderful Basque
cuisine. And we will come reflect with you on where History was made.
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The Marquis de Lafayette in Schenectady
Editor’s Note: the author, Mike Maloney, is the librarian and archivist at the Schenectady County Historical
Society in Schenectady, New York where he enjoys assisting researchers, researching and writing blog posts
for the library's blog, organizing the library’s collections, and planning programs to promote Schenectady’s
rich history.

Portrait of the Marquis de Lafayette by Charles Willson Peale in 17791780.
Courtesy of Washington and Lee University

Silk Ribbon with an engraving of Lafayette by Myron King of Troy,
NY. Courtesy of the Grems-DoolittleLibrary Collections
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In the excellent musical Hamilton, a hip-hop musical based on the life of Alexander Hamilton (which
sounds crazy, but it works), the Marquis de Lafayette is referred to as “America’s favorite fighting
Frenchman." He certainly was one of Schenectady’s favorites and similar to other towns and cities in the
United States, Lafayette made a deep impression on the residents of Schenectady.
Lafayette first visited Schenectady in 1778 during the American Revolution to investigate a
conspiracy that supposedly involved some residents of Schenectady. He concluded that the suspicions of a
conspiracy were “very far from groundless” in a March 3rd report to the Albany Committee of
Safety. According to A History of Schenectady during the Revolution by Willis T. Hanson, Lafayette
personally questioned a suspected soldier about the conspiracy and while he could not retrieve a confession,
he was sure that there was a treasonous plot forming in Schenectady. The suspicion was based on a report
that British Major Christopher Carleton, nephew of Canada’s Governor Guy Carleton, was seen in
Schenectady making preparations and gathering information. An attempt was made to capture Major
Carleton and Lafayette even offered a reward of fifty guineas for his arrest. Lafayette’s suspicion was correct
and Major Carleton went on to run a very successful raid along the shores of Lake Champlain in the fall of
1778.
Lafayette’s second visit to Schenectady occurred on his momentous tour of the United States which
began on August 15, 1824. According to historian Larry Hart, Schenectady’s Common Council created a
committee in 1824 to convince Lafayette to visit Schenectady. The committee was made up of some of
Schenectady’s most prominent citizens including Union College President Eliphalet Nott, James Duane and
John Vrooman among others. This committee met Lafayette on his way from New York City to Albany and
while Lafayette couldn’t make the visit right away, he promised to visit the next year. The newspaper, The
Schenectady Cabinet had been dedicating a page per issue to Lafayette’s travels in America.
The Cabinet was so sure that Lafayette would visit Schenectady after his trip to Albany that in their
September 7th, 1824 issue they stated that “La Fayette, it is understood, may be expected in this city within a
few days.” The proclamation was a bit premature, as Lafayette was not able to make his visit until June 11,
1825 on his way back from Little Falls.
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Certificate from Schenectady Mayor Issac Schermerhorn stating that Major Joseph Sunsaul (sp?)
helped escort General Lafayette to Governor Joseph Yates' Stafford House in Albany,
dated September 26th, 1825. Courtesy of the Grems-Doolittle Library Collection.

Schenectady was more than ready for his scheduled arrival. As Lafayette was traveling down the
partially constructed Erie Canal from Little Falls on the day before his Schenectady arrival, members
from an arrangements committee traveled up the canal to meet the esteemed general and his party. When the
committee reached Lafayette, a messenger was sent back to Schenectady to tell everyone what time he
would be arriving. At 7 p.m. on Saturday, June 11, cannons and heavy artillery that were set up on the canal
bridge near Water Street shook Schenectady, notifying its inhabitants of Lafayette’s arrival. According to a
September 26, 1933 recollection of the visit from the Schenectady Union-Star, “All was bustle and
suppressed excitement. The people crowded the canal bridges and assembled on both banks of the canal all
the way from the flats to the City Hall.” The continuous shout of “Welcome Lafayette” rang along the
streets. The packet boat that carried Lafayette and his party eventually reached City Hall where they were
greeted by Mayor Isaac Schermerhorn. He was then introduced to the Common Council and surviving
Revolutionary War heroes. Over forty years after the end of the American Revolutionary War, General
Lafayette still recognized James Lighthall, one of the veterans who served with Lafayette during the war.
Lafayette went on to express his appreciation to Schenectady at a dinner in the Givens Hotel by saying that
“Schenectady had been most kind in times of danger to a young commander who now comes here after a
lapse of 47 years, to offer his affectionate devotion, good wishes and the tribute of his old and new feelings
of respect and gratitude.” Lafayette's visit to Schenectady only lasted three hours, but his legacy resonated
with its residents.
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Part of Governor Joseph Yates' farewell address to General Lafayette. Yates writes that
Lafayette's heart "beat with the throb of patriotism and now ours beat with gratitude for him."
Courtesy of the Grems-Doolittle Library Collection.

Copy of Lafayette's response to Governor Yates' farewell address.
Courtesy of the Grems-Doolittle Library Collection.
Lafayette Street in Schenectady is one of the most prominent examples of the Marquis'
influence here. When a new street was to be opened in the early-1800s citizens of
Schenectady suggested naming it Lafayette Street instead of Division Street. The Common Council agreed
and unanimously voted to name it Lafayette Street. His visit also influenced the arts in Schenectady as was
witnessed in a play called The Pageant of Schenectady by Constance D’Arcy Mackay. The Pageant of
Schenectady was produced in 1912 and featured Lafayette’s highly esteemed visit. It was a five-part play
commemorating the 250th anniversary of the founding of Schenectady. Performed on May 30th through
June 1st in 1912, it follows Schenectady’s history from the early Native Americans to “The Intellectual and
Industrial Forces of the City of Today.” Lafayette’s visit to Schenectady apparently stuck out in the mind of
Newsletter 50 friendsoflafayette.org

the playwright who dedicated an entire episode of the play to Lafayette’s arrival. Titled “The Welcome to
Lafayette”, this episode follows Mrs. Van Epps, Elsbett Van Epps, Barent Sanders, and a group of children
as they organize a reception for Lafayette. Mrs. Van Epps remarks that “To think of him is to remember the
cause of American Liberty.”
Lafayette’s death also had a lasting
impact on several Schenectadians
including Union College philosophy
professor Harold A. Larrabee who wrote a
poem in 1934 titled "Lafayette at
Schenectady." The poem was presented at
Union college in 1934 to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of Lafayette’s death
and is a moving and interesting
recollection of Lafayette’s life and his visit
to Schenectady. It is steeped in history and
in the foreword Mr. Larrabee states that
the poem is “based on authentic records,
Excerpt from Harold A. Larrabee's "Lafayette at Schenectady."
and sources could be cited for nearly every
Courtesy of the Grems-Doolittle Library Collection.
line.” 27 years after Larrabee’s poem was
recited, Mayor Malcom E. Ellis proclaimed May 20, 1961 as Lafayette Day in Schenectady. In his
proclamation, Mayor Ellis said that he “enjoins all of our citizens to pay grateful homage to the memory of
Marquis de Lafayette by appropriate civic ceremonials.” While “appropriate civic ceremonials” doesn’t
sounds all too exciting, Ellis’ proclamation shows that even over 100 years after his death, the people of
Schenectady were still thinking of Lafayette and wanted to honor his memory.
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Lafayette As Seen By
A French 22 Year-Old Student
By Julien Icher
Background in Middle and High School
Both in middle-school and high-school in France, Lafayette is mainly dealt with because of his
involvement in the French Revolution. Because he supported the Revolutionaries, he was disavowed by the
French right-wing, more specifically the Noblesse. Conversely, his support in favor of the king and the
constitutional monarchy partly accounts for the fact that he alienated the French left-wing. Unfortunately,
because teachers had to tell their students the bottom line for their grade, they mainly focused on French
history. Lafayette’s deep and numerous commitments in favor of shaping America as a nation with justice
and liberty for all were mostly ignored as professors needed to complete the academic program.
Hence arose my curiosity to go further in assessing precisely Lafayette’s actions in America. First of
all, I will tell you that amongst the attention-grabbing books written about America that I have read, the
name “Lafayette” was quoted at least once in each. Here, it refers to a square. There, it points out a college
or a city. It is obvious that behind those common names lies history. Not only are they a catalogue of all the
places related to Lafayette, but they also echo a national greeting both enduring and carrying history
throughout the centuries and a remembrance of the ideals for which he stood as well as the creed of the
United States, a nation he also fought for.
In a nutshell, this is my background concerning Lafayette on the verge of my college years: not only
is he to be remembered in France but also in America, to which he is closely hyphenated. I still needed to
figure out whether France and the United States celebrate the same person, and through him, mean the same
in regards to the common ideas both countries have been sharing. All those questions were given answers
through a four month stay in America and personal involvement with the American Friends of Lafayette.
Williamsburg, the Annual Meeting and l’Hermione
2015 meant for me the first attempt to carry out a research project. I have been thinking of working in
America for a while. Years ago, the well-known book Democracy in America written by French political
thinker Alexis de Tocqueville, which provided bonafide testimony about America in the Jacksonian Era,
aroused a desire to go deeper into the United States of America. More recently, the history portion of the
final exam I had to pass to get into my current university -l’École Normale Supérieure (ENS) de Lyon- was:
“The United States of America, from December, 1860 through Harry S. Truman’s second presidency in
1953”.
As a geography major, I tried to merge geography and history into the same research project and
make it happen in America. That is what I have done by working on America’s Historic Triangle and the
risks involved by developing the tourism industry in a historical place. Once in Virginia, it did not take long
to meet with Lafayette in Colonial Williamsburg, the Yorktown Victory Center run by the JamestownYorktown Foundation and the Yorktown Battlefield run by the National Park Service. My research required
some interviews with actors-interpreters in charge of bringing history to life. One of them, Mark Schneider,
still performs Lafayette on stage for the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation in the Hennage Auditorium at
Colonial Williamsburg, Williamsburg, VA.
There, Lafayette is an idea embodied by an actor through “historic theater” -the use of an actor to
interpret heritage staging history. Since there is a discrepancy to be filled between a historical figure and the
actor that performs it, the mission of this latter is, on the one hand, to get as close as possible to the character
he performs and to be aware of what would have been not only his whereabouts but also his decisions and
what he might have known or ignored. On the other hand, he has to entertain visitors who may have come
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to have fun. The actor-interpreter keeps trying to convey a feeling to be imparted to by the audience. Out of
this feeling may spring a lifelong idea of Lafayette close enough to history. Thus, living-history museums
are to be considered a place where lasting memories may be shaped. As to performances, each audience is
different and the mood of the actor might shift from one to another. Hence I hold each performance to be
unique. Another way to put it is that Lafayette is at stake in each performance.

Mark Schneider and Ron Carnegie performing the Marquis de Lafayette and George Washington as l’Hermione docked at the pier in Yorktown,
VA. ©Julien ICHER, 06/06/2015. Jamestown Settlement’s reconstructed Godspeed also joined in the ceremony.

Three days before my return home to France, the annual meeting of the American Friends of
Lafayette took place in Williamsburg, VA. On this occasion, I was given the chance to witness the arrival of
l’Hermione, in Yorktown, VA. I was a bystander at an outstanding event that gathered once more France and
the United States around Lafayette, George Washington and l’Hermione. Even though I was overwhelmed
by the extent of the event, I felt deep down as a French citizen that something unique was unfolding right
before me. Once she docked, l’Hermione turned into a museum in which mediation was between visitors and
the past rather than between visitors and the frigate. She was then no longer a frigate with crewmembers but
a museum with mediators interpreting heritage, until she set sail for the next stop.
Attending the AFL Tour in France and Thinking Differently About My Country
The annual meeting that took place in Williamsburg was the first step of my involvement with the
AFL. But it is rather through the tour in France that I had additional time to share with some other AFL
members I am now proud to call friends. In their company, I felt responsible to arrange a meeting between
them and France. At the same time, as I was immersed in an English-speaking environment and because I
happened to explain features I held to be self-evident, I attempted to perceive France through American
eyes, which was unprecedented to me. As far as I am concerned, it was an unforgettable human experience,
while I experienced parts of my country that I did not have a clue about or I rediscovered and saw in a new
light.
I already knew La Chaise-Dieu had housed an international music festival for years, but I did not
know that its abbey was meaningful to Lafayette’s lineage and held both the recumbent figure of pope
Clement VI and specimens of Danse Macabre paintings. I had never been to le château de La Grange
before. It was an outstanding experience to do so in the company of the AFL, for which I am grateful.
Besides its appealing appearance, the interior was incredible on several respects. First, it was strewn with
American things. To be more specific, the American life of Lafayette and his French one harmoniously
cohabitated in this place. I remember upstairs a map of the United States where West Virginia and Virginia
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were not two different states yet. I recall the items that used to belong to Napoleon, and it did not fail to
make me ask myself why those pieces of armory were to be found in one of Lafayette’s castles! But thanks
to our guide, all of this would quickly make sense to me.
All those experiences triggered a deep desire to obtain information about Lafayette in our family
library. Therefore, I have ended up gathering documents dealing with Freemasonry and this is what I would
like to conclude with.
Lafayette and Freemasonry
The Enlightment clearly left its mark on Lafayette’s intellectual life and philosophical ideas. It
did not take long before he involved himself in the debates typifying the Encyclopedists, philosophers and
other thinkers of the era. Back then, such a school of modern thought was to be found inside the newfound
French Freemasonry. It was not a surprise to learn that Lafayette entered the masonic order as one of its
most enthusiastic members. Furthermore, it is interesting to see that, in France, his name is still referred to
with respect by the Franc-Maçonnerie. And so is his memory, as this post card published by the Grand
Orient de France in 1973 proves:

A philatelic memory belonging to my family. ©Julien ICHER, 06/02/2012.

To conclude, I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to Bernard Caillot for
everything he has done for me. Although I did not have the chance to meet him in person before he passed
away, I would not have become a member of the American Friends of Lafayette if it were not for him. May
he rest in peace… I learned so much in such a short time thanks to you all. I already look forward to crossing
your paths again in the near future.
Vive Lafayette!
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Sitting in Lafayette’s Chair – Part 1 of 3
By Jessica Holy (Woodbridge, VA)
I’m sure many of us have dreamed of going to France and taking a tour of the homes of our hero. His
boyhood home is open to the public while his home outside of Paris is privately maintained. I thought I
would never get to set foot inside La Grange because I am no scholar, no author. I am a school teacher and a
former docent at Mount Vernon. Boy was I wrong! Thanks to the hard efforts of Chuck Schwam, Bonnie
Fritz and our French members, 30 of us were able to walk where our hero walked, see where he slept, and
ponder how anyone ever remembered where they set something down in his home.

Approaching La Grange on foot

The best way to think of La Grange is as an onion. There are layers upon layers of original items.
They are on every shelf and table, inside every drawer and desk. It feels like a home, not a museum. I would
not have been surprised if I had turned around inside the entry hall to find Lafayette himself there. I half
expected him to walk in, perhaps be a bit surprised at us gawking at his belongings without proper
introductions, and then showing and explaining his particular favorite mementos with ease once he knew we
were Americans. La Grange feels very lived in and we are all very lucky that our general, his descendants,
and later owners of the home preserved all these items so well.
La Grange is an impressive home. It looks like a proper castle from the outside – steepled round
turrets and a moat. The grounds are peaceful and gorgeous; a long drive extends from the castle and there are
no neighboring homes. The lawns are well kept and very large. Our tour with Yasmine Houssenbay started
outside in the courtyard. She showed us the grounds, stopping beside a magnolia tree that was more than 100
years old. Supposedly it came from Virginia, which means it might be the same variety that blooms at
Mount Vernon. We made a brief stop at the gardens before heading into the home. The gardens had stone
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walls and contained not only decorative plants but practicals that could be used for cooking or medicine.
There were quite a few animals that lived on the grounds: a cat, a peacock, and a few chickens!

The Virginia Magnolia
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The moat around La Grange

La Grange has 40 rooms and on our tour we saw 26. Pictures were not allowed inside the home,
which I understood perfectly. One of the most fascinating facts was that all of the items, especially the
paper-based ones, were so well preserved due to the custom of keeping large bins of chalk underneath each
window. The chalk naturally draws the moisture out of the air. Staff change the chalk at least once a year.
Imagine if other historic homes did the same! La Grange was taken care of by two women after our hero and
the lovely Adrienne lived there: the wife of one of their grandchildren, and a Madame Josée de Chambrun.
Madame Chambrun’s husband, René, found the majority of Lafayette’s papers and established the
foundation that maintains the castle.
The entrance of the home opens up onto a grand staircase. By the staircase, there was a bust of an
older Lafayette, and a copy of the Houdon bust of George Washington. Right across from Washington’s
bust, above the doorway, was a larger-than-life portrait of Lafayette – the 1822 Scheffer portrait. In order to
see it properly, you had to stand on the stair. Yasmine said it had never been removed from the home. There
was a series of Peale portraits as well: Lafayette, Washington and Nathanael Greene. Besides the grandeur of
this space, I was struck by how the bust of Washington was placed so he would always be gazing at
Lafayette’s portrait. In turn, Lafayette is also gazing at Washington. It was a subtle reminder of the
friendship between these two men and our two nations.
One of the rooms we visited was Madame Lafayette’s room. Adrienne’s room was full of many
portraits of her husband, including one by Peale. She also had one of her husband’s hats – the one he wore
while in charge of his light infantry brigade. Yasmine told us a very exciting story about Adrienne. While
Gilbert was in prison, Adrienne wrote a letter to him. She hid it within a book and sent the book to him. He
received the book and found the letter hidden within. He never lost that letter and kept it all his life – how
romantic! In her bedroom proper, there was a praying chair and a bust of her husband.
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Next, we visited Lafayette’s bedroom. He had gorgeous portraits of his mother, father, and Aunt
Charlotte surrounding his bed. They had been hung in place based upon a letter he wrote. As it was his
bedroom, there were many portraits of his friend Washington. One fascinating memento was a cockade that
had been given to Lafayette.
We visited his library as well. All the books were originally owned by Lafayette. Around the ceiling
were round medallion portraits of people he admired. There were false drawers that had been designed to
look like books. One of the artifacts Yasmine pointed out was an oak leaf taken from George Washington’s
tomb when Lafayette visited Mount Vernon in 1825. Eliza, one of Washington’s granddaughters, had used a
needle to make a portrait of Lafayette within the leaf. It was simply gorgeous! Yasmine was very gracious
with us in this room because so many members of the AFL are writers or historians. Some are simply fans
like myself. She let us sit in Lafayette’s chair and she kindly gave me a business card that was made using
Lafayette’s original business letter plate and seal.
We stopped in a green-painted room called the green museum. The room was full of portraits of our
hero but also important papers, such as his copy of Washington’s Farewell Address. There were also
important mementos, such as the Society of the Cincinatti medal Washington gave him and the set of George
Washington portrait buttons that he was gifted in 1824. I have a reproduction of one of these buttons but
nothing beats the real deal!
We also visited the yellow museum, a room painted yellow. This room was round and much smaller
than the green museum. Inside we saw a silk copy of the Declaration of Independence given to him by
Thomas Jefferson. We also saw the American flag he had with him all throughout his imprisonment. There
was also a cannon from the 1830 revolution!
We toured the attic space as well. Lafayette certainly knew how to use his attic! It was FULL of
unprocessed documents – trunks upon trunks worth of artifacts, a curator’s dream and nightmare! There
were many rooms where the staff would have lived but were also used to house Polish revolutionaries who
needed a place to hide. On one wall was a huge map of Virginia.
There were a set of rooms on the first floor that later family members used. They held not only pieces
from later years but also items from the time of our hero. There were plates with the image of La Grange
printed on them – a set was gifted to George Washington. There was a china tea set featuring an image
called “Lafayette meditating under the Tomb of Franklin” that La Grange had collected; the Mount Vernon
Ladies Association returned it to the Chambrun Foundation. An odd find in the hallway was one of
Napoleon’s original hats!
In one of the turrets was a more modern wing. There were two sitting rooms and a guest room. They
were large and ornate, filled with gifts from famous admirers. There were Murano chandeliers and an AFL
playing card set!
After covering three stories of the home, we arrived back at the entrance hall. In a little side room
were miniature soldiers that represent all the different French battalions involved in the American
Revolution. They were made in 1989 and were based on a book that La Grange possessed. Yasmine
graciously served us coffee, juice and cake before showing the boathouse that contained a crewing boat
named the American Star and pointing out the chapel where Virginie, the Lafayettes’ youngest daughter,
was wed.
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The chapel where Virginie was wed

What stuck with me the most about La Grange – besides the items everywhere – was the joy we all
felt and shared. Some AFL members had been there before, but it seems to never grow old. There is just so
much to see, to learn. This was a once in a lifetime opportunity for me, and I will be forever grateful to
everyone who made it possible.
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French member Julien Icher and myself standing inside the courtyard entrance
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Member Spotlight
Going forward, we thought it would be interesting to publish a biographical article about one of our many
fascinating members. Written by the member, each article would highlight his or her life and affinity to Lafayette.
Please enjoy our first installment. - Chuck Schwam
By: PIERRE LEFEBVRE
With a green card in my hand, obtained at the American Embassy in Paris, I disembarked for the first time in
Manhattan, on April 15 1965. I was twenty three years old, four years older than our hero the Marquis, when he
landed in Philadelphia.
A few hours earlier, standing on the deck of the SS France in the morning mist, I gazed at the Great Lady in
the New York Harbor. Trite as it may sound, I was shook up, as many before me must have been, in front of this
majestic, welcoming icon. But I claim a special attachment to the sculpture. You see, I was brought up in Strasbourg,
in Alsace, in the eastern part of France, where my mother’s roots have been traced back to the 15th century. Her
birthplace was Riquewihr, a charming walled medieval town, nestled in the middle of the best vineyards in the region.
This town is located a mere 30 miles from Colmar, the birthplace of Auguste Bartholdi (1834), sculptor of the Statue
of Liberty. And, by the way, the Frenchman who conceived the idea of the statue and first proposed this monument as
a gift to the United States was Edouard Rene Lefebvre Laboulaye. A distant relative maybe?
But back to the dock, with my two suitcases and $75.00 in my pocket. I managed to reach Philadelphia, where
the Whittlesey family was waiting for me. Being my sponsors, they helped and guided me enormously and became
my surrogate “American parents,” and I’ll be forever thankful to them.
I came to the United States with the intention to see what the art scene looked like here. In Strasbourg I had
studied at Les Arts Décoratifs and had shown my works in galleries and studios, including the Council of Europe, the
Parliamentary Assembly for 47 countries. Philadelphia had become my destination because of its great array of art
schools and historical legacy. It was a good choice, for besides these attributes, I found a city with many impressive
art museums, public sculptures and monuments displayed everywhere and a nice lay-out in Center City with wide
avenues and quaint neighborhoods.
I applied to the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, aka PAFA, the oldest, still thriving art school in the
United States. Besides being accepted, I was granted a full tuition scholarship, which lasted for my 4 years at the
Academy. A job in the Warwick Hotel allowed me to work many hours on weekends and also after school which
permitted me to support myself comfortably.
At PAFA I studied under Walker Hancock, who first instilled in me an inclination towards Realism and made
me concentrate on the human figure. Harry Rosen, another master sculptor, had lived in Tahiti and loved to talk in
French about his adventures there. Other mentors were Tony Greenwood, a very talented sculptor in my view and
Karl Karhumaa, a dynamic teacher. From the start at PAFA, I was struck by the difference in style of teaching art in
the United States. Quickly it became obvious to me that in France a student was expected to be “the Master's
disciple.” Here, it was much more democratic. To my surprise, my own questions were coming back at me: “What do
you think?” was the answer. I was encouraged to be my own harsh critic. Gone was the agonizing wait for the
“Master’s Accolade” or “Coup de Grace.”
Years later, visiting France, I confronted the President of my old art school with my observations: “well, my
dear fellow,” was his answer, “here we expect our students to rebel against the establishment.” Interesting!!
Soon after my graduation from PAFA in 1970, I obtained some commissions: the Tauss & Gordon Award,
Dayton 500 in 1971, a life size bust of its winner, Mario Rossi; in 1972 a 4-foot tall monument for the Ethnic Heritage
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Affairs Institute unveiled by United States Senator Richard Schweiker, PA. I collaborated with the University of
Pennsylvania Museum and taught art classes, privately and also at the Chestnut Hill College, PA.
Interestingly this college is situated a stone throw away from Barren Hill, where the Marquis de la Fayette on May 20,
1778 so deftly and masterly saved the fate of a 2200 elite corps of light infantry and cavalry of the Continental Army,
placed under his command. General George Washington had sent him on a reconnaissance mission to secure Valley
Forge’s encampment, only a few miles away. A large British garrison occupied Philadelphia at that time, about 40
miles away.
Xtra
One of the British spies had delivered word of Lafayette’s mission and position, just as General Howe was
packing up to return to Britain. He dreamt of a triumphant arrival in London, with a special gift for the King, “that
young arrogant Marquis” in shackles. He postponed his departure, gathered three quarters of his army, about 8000
British and Hessian soldiers and marched them overnight to Barren Hill, with fifteen pieces of artillery. He ordered his
generals to totally surround the “rebels” and force them to surrender, or be obliterated, but to make sure to take
Lafayette alive. Should this ploy have succeeded, the turn of history could have been very different. First, the security
of Valley Forge would have been seriously compromised. Second, the news of the Marquis captured and taken
prisoner by the British, would have sent a shock wave into the Court of Versailles, putting a big damper on the
enthusiastic support that Louis XVI and his Foreign Minister Vergennes had enjoyed so far in their decision to help to
secure the independence of the thirteen colonies of America. Our Ambassador to the Court, Benjamin Franklin would
have had to double his charm and convincing skills.
But back in Barren Hill, Lafayette did not panic. He sent his Indian scouts to assess the situation: it was bleak.
The surrounding of Barren Hill was total. Using Indian tactics, Lafayette sent small firing squads scurrying in
different directions into the woods, firing their weapons widely in one direction, then another, then moving fast
somewhere else and doing it all over again.
A startled Howe called for a meeting with his generals. Worried that he had been double crossed by his spy
and drawn into a trap set up by George Washington, his dream of showing off Lafayette in chains must have turned
very quickly into a nightmare. How could he explain to the King the destruction of his army? He needed more
information. Where exactly was the enemy? How many were there? Where did all this shooting come from? Are our
rear forces safe?
Lafayette during that time wisely decided to withdraw quietly, down a narrow road along the Schuylkill River
after distracting the attention of the British troops placed there, by making lots of “noise” behind them. The ruse
worked perfectly and Lafayette brought all of his troops safely out of the trap.
Howe finally gave the order to attack on all sides and to converge on Barren Hill, only to find out that the
“rebels” were gone. Completely frustrated and humiliated, he ordered his troops to withdraw to Philadelphia.
Lafayette and his troops climbed back up Barren Hill to watch this retreat, but he made sure the surroundings were
clear of any danger before returning to Valley Forge, three days later.
Back to my story:
In 1970 I met Ellen, a librarian from The Hague, in The Netherlands, at a friend’s dinner. We were married
the following year. Our daughter Isabella was born in 1973 and our son Cedric in 1977. Both are now married and
have given us five wonderful grandchildren.
After graduation I also had the good fortune to meet and study with Frank Gasparro, the Chief
sculptor/engraver of the United States Mint at the time. The challenges in this discipline are completely different from
traditional 3D sculpting, but I had a great mentor and I became passionate about it.
I was commissioned to design many medals for the American Bicentennial Commemorative Society in
preparation for the 1976 Bicentennial Celebration in Philadelphia. They were presented to world dignitaries, such as
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Queen Elizabeth II, President Giscard d’Estaing of France and King Carl Gustave of Sweden. Soon I freelanced for
the Franklin Mint, the Historic Mint of Long Island, the Danbury Mint and more. Ultimately in 1972 I landed a full
time position with the Mount Everest Mint as head of the Art department to direct and supervise the work of five
sculptors.
It was in 1977 that I started my association with the Edward Marshall Boehm Studios. Soon after, I was
promoted to Master Sculptor of their sculpture department, supervising 5 sculptors in Trenton, NJ and 3 in Malvern,
UK. During the following 23 years of this association, many of my creations found their place in various museums
and institutions throughout the world.
To name a few:
A life-size American Bald Eagle nicknamed “The Hermitage Eagle.” It was unveiled in the presence of Mrs.
Raisa Gorbachev in a show on the Red Square in Moscow in May 1987. That was before the official pronouncement
of the “Détente” between the United States and the USSR. This undeniable American symbol “landed” a few days
later in the Russian National Museum, “The Hermitage,” in what was then Leningrad and is now St. Petersburg, an
obvious sign of the thaw of the belligerence between the two countries.
Another sculpture, “Global Peace,” a testament to the historic end of the Cold War, commissioned by
President Reagan as a gift to Premier Mikhail Gorbachev during his state visit to Washington in December 1987. A
copy ended up in the United Nations building in New York City.
Another major work was the “Sea to Shining Sea Eagle” in the Victoria and Albert Museum in London.
“Harbinger of Peace” representing a dove of peace, released from the hands of Pope John Paul II. One copy
was placed in his private apartment and one in the Vatican Museum.
The “Osaka International Garden and Greenery Exposition” in 1990: a 9-foot long and 5-foot tall centerpiece,
welcoming visitors at the show’s entrance, composed of hundreds of superfine porcelain flowers.
“The Pride of New Jersey,” unveiled by Governor Christine Todd Whitman now in the State House lobby.
Numerous other sculptures found their way to the White House, the Smithsonian Institute, Buckingham
Palace, the Elysée Palace, the National Audubon Society and more. Some were presented to dignitaries such as
President George H. W. Bush with the Patriot Eagle, at the end of the First Gulf War, Prince Charles, with his portrait,
Pope John XXIII with a bas relief portrait, Anwar el-Sadat, Egypt’s president, with a bas relief portrait during his state
visit to Washington under the presidency of Jimmy Carter, Queen Sirikit of Thailand, Princess Diana of England, with
3 various pieces, Tiger Woods, Mikhail Baryshnikov, ballet star of the American Ballet Theater with Cinderella, in
appreciation for his posing for me.
In 2000 I cut off my ties with the Boehm Studios and went solo. For years the company had sent me to the
openings of shows around the country, in England and even in Rome to meet with the Pope. His health was in decline
and the audience was cancelled, while Ellen and I were already there.
By now I was accustomed to speaking in front of a crowd and enjoyed it. So being on my own now I gave
conferences on Auguste Rodin, Lafayette, Rochambeau, J.J. Audubon and Steven Girard. Again I entered shows and
sold pieces, even won some prizes. I was awarded first prize in 2009 at the Annual Bucks County Sculpture Show,
with 23 contestants.
But I mainly sought portrait commissions. For 14 consecutive years, I sculpted the portrait in bas relief of the
annual winner of the French American Chamber of Commerce Global Leadership Award. These include: Leonard
Lauder, Chairman of Estée Lauder Companies Inc. - Jean David Levitte, French Ambassador to Washington Bernard Pousseau, President of Wyeth Pharmaceuticals - J.F. Dehecq, Chairman/CEO of Sanofi-Aventis Group Stephen Green, HSBC Holdings - J.F. Pelizon, President/CEO of Saint-Gobain - Frank Baldino Jr., Founder/CEO of
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Cephalon - J.P. Clamadieu, President of Rhodia SA - Thomas L. Connelly Jr., Vice President of DuPont - Dikembe
Mutombo, NBA Legend and Humanitarian.
In 2012 I returned to PAFA, this time to study bronze casting. I had a blast (no pun intended). However, 70 is
not an age to do such hot, heavy and demanding activities. Nevertheless I am glad I did it for 3 years and have now a
deep respect for bronze casters. During this period I produced about 2 dozen bronze figures and animals in various
styles. In addition I cast a bronze bust of Chef Georges Perrier as well as 2 copies of the bust of General de
Rochambeau, (ca.1781), contributed to the American Revolution, commissioned by the Sons of the American
Revolution (SAR).
In 2010 the Minister of Culture in Paris, Frederic Mitterrand, awarded me the title of “Chevalier,” Knight, in
the order of Arts and Letters. The French Ambassador to Washington at that time, Pierre Vimont came to Philadelphia
to present me with the medal later that year.
Inspired by the enthusiastic activities of the American Friends of Lafayette during the last Yorktown
celebration, I started working on a full size bronze bust of Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de Lafayette.
I am honored to be the first guest in the “Spotlight” of the AFL Gazette and would like to pay tribute to the
hard work and dedication of so many AFL members in their endeavors to keep alive the memory of our young hero
Lafayette.
But I also would like to remember all those who contributed to our independence, down to the common
Continental soldiers and even their spouses who supported them and sometimes followed their husbands on to the
battlefield. They sacrificed a lot, so that FREEDOM, this elusive, abstract dream until then, could be realized for us to
enjoy today!

VIVE LAFAYETTE
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Share Your Passion
On December 25, 1977, my parents Carmino and Claire, and my brother Dean and I stood outside
Jimmy Carter’s Baptist church in Plains Georgia watching as the President, Rosalynn and Amy made their
way into Christmas service. I recall we dressed for the occasion, as one was want to do for church in the
‘70’s. It was quite an untraditional holiday after a multiday, mad-dash drive down from New York—timed
to make it to the church in hopes of a glimpse of the President. There were no presents that year. No
stockings hung by the chimney with care. No uneaten cookies and milk left behind by Santa. But as I look
back now at all the Christmases we’ve celebrated, this is the one we’ll never forget. The one that we’ll
cherish and laugh about for many years to come.
This is the way it went when Carmino Ravosa was researching an historical figure or event. He was
focused and passionate and driven. His love of history and the people who made it opened our minds and
instilled a love of history in his family as well. Two of his grandsons – Nathan and Michael –write historical
articles for Wikipedia. His daughter Carine and her husband Arnold serve on the historical society board of
the hometown he loved so much. His son Dean is a voracious reader and student of American History. And
I’m thrilled to participate in just a small way in this organization – the American Friends of Lafayette –
where he found in his later years so many kindred spirits. Our family thanks the AFL leadership and
members for welcoming Carmino and Claire and for the many years of laughs and learning as you celebrated
together the life and contributions of the Marquis. We are so pleased to be a benefactor of AFL, and extend
our heartfelt thanks for the generosity of members and non-members alike that made donations this year in
Carmino’s name.
By Gina Ravosa on behalf of the Ravosa and Feist Families
Written for Carmino’s celebration of life service, August 7, 2015 by his grandson Nathan R. Feist
Carmino’s interest in the Marquis de Lafayette, a leading figure of the American Revolution, began
with his research for his musical Glorious Morning, which focuses on the events at Lexington and Concord,
Massachusetts that marked the start of the War for Independence. He was fascinated by this young French
aristocrat whom Washington came to consider “the son that [he] never had,” and Carmino soon wrote an
entire musical on Lafayette himself. So inspiring for him was the story of this man who discovered a new
love for the republican ideals of early America that Carmino quickly became involved as an active member
of the American Friends of Lafayette, a historical society established in 1932 for the continued promotion of
French-American relations that Lafayette first established and the preservation of the Marquis’ legacy
though their management of research materials archived at Pennsylvania’s Lafayette College. Carmino
performed excerpts from his Lafayette musical for the society’s annual meeting in Philadelphia and will be
remembered as a dear friend to its many members and officers.
Editors Note
The Ravosa and Feist Families made a substantial gift to the in honor of Carmino Ravosa who entertained
AFL members for many years with his musical performance about Lafayette and our early history.
Carmino's daughters Gina and Carine join their mother Claire as members of the AFL.
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OBITUARIES

Lois Schultz
Lois Schultz was born in 1936, in Germantown (Philadelphia), Pennsylvania, the daughter of
Ellwood Casho and Beatrice Gunther Casho. Her great-great-great Grandfather, Jacob Casho, is reputed to
have served as an interpreter on the staff of General Lafayette at some point during the Revolution, though
there is no primary-source evidence to this effect. He is listed on the rolls of both the Philadelphia City
militia and the Philadelphia County militia. Jacob Casho is buried at Head of Christiana Church Cemetery,
near Newark, DE.
Lois’s grandfather, Joseph Casho, served in the Purnell Cavalry (MD) during the Civil War, and
fought at the Battle of Gettysburg. Her father ran an independent trucking company in Philadelphia.
Lois earned a BS in Nursing at the University of Pennsylvania, and attended Temple School of
Nursing. During her career, she worked as a nurse, instructor, supervisor, and assistant-director of
nurses. She served a term as President of the Physicians' Wives Auxiliary of Reading Hospital, in West
Reading, PA. She was instrumental in founding "Reading is Fundamental" in Berks County, PA, and served
on the Berks County Board of Assistance for 30 years.
She passed away in September, 2015, in Pottsville, PA. She is survived by 3 children and 4 grandchildren.
by Jeff Schultz
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Two Good Friends of Lafayette in France Are Gone
by Benoît Guizard

Bernard Caillot
Just about every month since I met Bernard for the first time in September 2007, he and I had long
phone calls where we would talk about important issues of the moment. We were not always in agreement,
but we often were, and I always enjoyed hearing his passionate points of view. Of course our discussions
many times centered on our three joint passions: America, liberty, and Lafayette. Only recently did I learn
from his wife Michèle that we had another common passion: aeronautics. So I do miss you Bernard, and you
really went away too early as we still had so much to discuss together.
Bernard was born on November 26th, 1946, in Moulins, central France, which at that time hosted a
US Air Force base. Hence certainly his passion for America and aviation. After his studies in Clermont
Ferrand, where he lived with his family for the rest of his life, he created 2 consulting companies in the
fields of organization and human resources, and those were his lifetime jobs.

In front of Lagrange, May 2015: Bernard Caillot in the middle, Professor Robert
Crout on the right, Benoît Guizard on the left
In 2005, when the relationship between France and the USA was particularly strained, he founded the
“Cercle d’Etude et d’Amitié France USA”. This club has strengthened ever since the ties and understanding
between America on one side, Auvergne and Rhône Alpes in France on the other.
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Bernard travelled very much to the USA, he visited more than 30 states, lectured and wrote articles
about American history, and organized conferences on US international, economic, and social policies. He
also wrote 3 books on Lafayette and the American revolution (Editions L’Harmattan): La guerre
d’indépendance américaine, Prototype des guerres de liberation nationale, L’Angleterre face aux Bourbons
dans la guerre ’indépendance américaine, Paradoxe dans l’Europe des lumières and Lafayette de
l’Auvergne à l’Amérique (1757-1784).
Bernard died of a sudden and unpredicted heart attack on June 17, 2015. The American Friends of
Lafayette have lost a passionate, creative, and friendly member who was characterized by freedom of
thought and action.

Jacques de Guénin
If you look into Wikipedia, there is quite a nice article about Jacques, and the introduction rightly
defines him as a “liberal militant and French economist.” He became a member of the American Friends of
Lafayette in 2007 on the occasion of the 250th birthday of our hero, and after reading the then just published
excellent biography of Lafayette by Gonzague Saint Bris (like myself).
Jacques did not come to Lafayette by chance. Born
on May 2, 1931, he made brilliant studies in one of the best
engineering schools of France (Les Mines de Paris), and
obtained a Master's degree in sciences at the University of
Berkeley CA, hence his perfect knowledge of English and
early interest in American economic policies. He then had a
successful career with ExxonMobil and Peugeot, of which
he became a major executive.
When he retired in 1992, he heard from American
friends about a great liberal French economist of the 19th
century called Frédéric Bastiat, hardly known in France,
who in fact has greatly influenced American economists
and policy makers to this day (Ronald Reagan for example
was one of his followers). He was fascinated by his
theories, so he gathered and read a lot of information, and
created the “Cercle Frédéric Bastiat” with economists from
France, America and other countries.

The great accomplishment of the Cercle was that they managed to translate into English, publish or
republish most of the writings of Bastiat in both languages. At the same time Jacques joined the International
Society for Individual Liberty. He took part in a number of international conferences, and even organized
some of them, during which he delivered widely respected lectures on liberal economics. Jacques wrote
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several books, the most representative one being “Logique du libéralisme” Editions Charles Coquelin), quite
a challenge to French centralistic traditional thinking.
His views were indeed directly in line with the ideas of Lafayette on liberty in general and free
commerce in particular for the well being of mankind. So when I called him in 2008 to say that AFL
member Myriam Waze and myself would like to meet him as we were working at that time on an internet
portal project about Lafayette, he immediately said yes and we had lunch together at Joe Allen in Paris. We
discovered the most interesting, cultured, humble, passionate, elegant and young-minded Lafayette fan one
could imagine. And he gave us plenty of good ideas! Around that time Jacques joined the “Cercle d’Etude
et d’Amitié France USA” headed by our late member and friend Bernard Caillot.
In 2010 it was not hard for me to convince the AFL board that we should invite Jacques to be our
guest speaker at the annual meeting in Wilmington. He did come with his wife Odette, and he delighted us
with a most interesting speech entitled “Lafayette: Hero in America, Misjudged in France,” a fascinating
view on why Lafayette is perceived so differently in the two countries. For those interested, I have the text
on my computer and can forward it on request. The text was also published in the May 2015 AFL Gazette
as No. 82, which is available on our website.
Those of us taking part in the “AFL in France Inaugural Trip” of Summer 2015 were very lucky to
see Jacques one last time during a lunch at the Procope in Paris (oldest café in France where the thinkers and
actors of the Enlightment and later of the French revolution, including very probably Benjamin Franklin and
Lafayette, used to meet). There he delivered to us his “dream” of linking Lafayette and sculptor Bartholdi
forever in the eternal friendship between France and America. The text was published in the October 2015
edition of our Gazette, No. 83 on the AFL website.
Jacques left us on October 24, 2015, at the age of 84. One sentence he wrote about Lafayette could be
said of himself: “He was a staunch, single-minded defender of individual liberties against any form of
power.” We have lost a great mind, dedicated supporter of Lafayette and of the friendship between France
and America.
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Trivia Answers
Question # 1
Chief Nicholas Cusick (1756-1840) of the Tuscarora Nation fought with the Americans during the
American Revolution and served as an interpreter and Chief in the Indian Rangers. Later he was
commissioned as a lieutenant by the Continental Congress and was often consulted by General Washington
on Indian affairs. For a time he served as Lafayette’s bodyguard and is credited with saving his life.
The Tuscarora Nation was not part of the original Five Nation Iroquois Confederation of the 15th
Century. In ancient times they migrated from New York to North Carolina. After disastrous wars with the
colonists, they returned north in 1722 and were adopted by the Oneida Nation in central New York. They
became the sixth nation in the Confederation. During the American Revolution the Oneida and Tuscarora
Nations fought with the colonists while the other four nations with the British.
During the War of 1812, a British-Canadian force made a surprise attack to burn Lewiston to the
ground. The nearby Tuscarora Nation warriors rushed to Lewiston to create a delaying action that permitted
the town’s people to escape. After two hundred years in 2013 the town of Lewiston dedicated a memorial to
these brave warriors.

US Dollar with Haudenosaunee Hiawatha Wampum Belt

Tuscarora Chief
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Question # 2
When Congress approved funding to recognize Major General de Kalb, the State of Maryland
insisted that he be honored at the Annapolis State House instead of Lafayette Square because of his
undaunted valor at the Battle of Camden leading the 2nd Maryland and 1st Delaware Regiment when
everyone else fled the battlefield.
Lafayette and de Kalb sailed from France on April 20, 1777 to join the American revolution. De
Kalb, a brigadier general in the French Army, made an excellent mentor for the 19-year old Lafayette both
by speaking English and by his knowledge of colonial attitudes toward Britain based on his 1768 covert
mission to the colonies for France. Both were appointed as Major Generals in the Continental Army before
going to Valley Forge to spend the winter.
De Kalb was appointed by General Washington to command the Southern Department of the
Continental Army. Over the objections of Washington, the Continental Congress replaced him during the
Southern Campaign with Major General Horatio Gates. Tragically Gates three weeks later lead the army
into battle at Camden SC on August 16, 1780. This was a battle that should not have taken place when and
where it did. After Gates fled the battlefield with most of his army, Major General de Kalb was left behind
with only two small regiments to face the British Army under Lord Cornwallis. Out numbered 2-to-1, few
survived after one hour of intense fighting during which de Kalb was wounded eleven times.
Following the battle Lord Cornwallis personally saw the mortally wounded de Kalb and arranged for
his surgeon to care for him. He died 3 days later. Lord Cornwallis with all his officers present buried de
Kalb with full military honors.
Both President Washington in 1791 and Lafayette in 1825 returned to de Kalb’s grave on the
Camden battlefield to honor him. Lafayette laid the cornerstone for the obelisk that is currently over his
mentor's grave on March 8, 1825.

Major General de Kalb at the Battle of Camden SC Aug 16, 1780

DeKalb grave dedicated by
Lafayette at Camden SC in 1825
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Letters to the Gazette
We've asked for members' comments and questions regarding this publication. If you'd like to
contribute to the AFL Gazette or have an idea for an article, please let us know. If you'd like to share
photographs or images we'd happily accept them. These and any other comments should be sent to
americanfriendsoflafayette@gmail.com or 240-676-5010. Please find a sampling of the most recent letters
to the Gazette below.
Thank you, Chuck Schwam
Dear friends who produced this edition,
There is no question that you all have created the best and most professional Lafayette Gazette ever!
Congratulations!
And thank you for the full-page announcement of Lafayette: His Extraordinary Life and Legacy!
Merci beaucoup et vive Lafayette!
Donald Miller
Naples, Florida
Thanks for all your efforts and never ending energy!
CA, Zen, Al Cleghorn
Washington DC
I will have to say this is absolutely fabulous and can not wait to enjoy all of the articles and pictures.
Congrats to all that contributed to this outstanding newsletter.
Gwenesta B Melton
Fayetteville, NC
Holy Smokes! It is a magazine!!!! Very, very nice issue!!! Comprehensive, interesting articles and nicely
laid out. I am sorry to hear about Carmine Ravosa. He was a nice man and his music will certainly
be echoing in our minds at many meetings to come.
You guys do good work.
Kim Burdick
Newark, DE
Our Gazette just arrived in the mail - WOW! A quick scan and I know this is a keeper. We’re eager to read
all the wonderful articles and view all the lovely photos. And what a beautiful cover - what a grand trip you
all must have had.
A masterpiece; thanks for your efforts.
Peggy Wynn
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The History Of The Flag Of The American Friends Of Lafayette
In our next Gazette, reporter and AFL board member Jerry Meekins will be writing an article about
the history of the American Friends of Lafayette Flag. If you know anything about the AFL Flag that you
think might help Jerry write this article, please contact him directly at... (e-mail): meekins@optonline.net or
(home): 631-928-3616 or (cell/text): 516-456-6035

Tour: Benedict Arnold's Raid of Richmond April 2, 2016
ARRT Richmond presents a bus tour of Benedict Arnold's Raid of Richmond, led by AFL member John Maass
and Mark Lender on April, 2nd 2016.
After appearing in the Chesapeake in late December 1780, British Gen. Benedict Arnold landed a force of about
one thousand men at Westover, on the James River. Arnold’s men marched to Richmond on 5 January. In Richmond
and at Westham, the British destroyed small arms, canvass, rope, hemp, fuses, shot, tobacco, cannon, and a foundry
for casting iron cannon, along with private property. The raiders left Richmond around noon on January 6, marched
southeast and camped at Four Mile Creek along the New Market Road, north of Deep Bottom. Arnold then proceeded
to Berkeley Plantation on the James River, freed some of the slaves there and, on January 10, boarded his ships to sail
downstream. Virginia’s response was slow and hesitant, for which Gov. Thomas Jefferson received much of the
blame.
The April 2nd bus tour will include key sites associated with the British raid, including Westover and Berkeley
Plantations, Charles City Court House, Four Mile Creek, Church Hill, and the site of the Westham Foundry. We will
leave the University of Richmond and spend the entire day in the field. The cost will be $35. For more info
contact wmwelsch@comcast.net
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