The Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette
No. 75

August 2012

Recap of AFL Annual
Meeting and Events held in
Washington, D.C.
by Jerry Meekins

Thank you to all of those who participated in the
preparation, setting up, arranging, coordinating, tour
guiding and the closing of this extremely well
organized 2012 annual meeting weekend. This well
thought out plan and its implementation were
outstanding. The choices of hotel, guests, topics and
tour events were excellent. Enough cannot be said
about the tireless effort and hard work. Excellent job.
Well done.
For personal reasons I was not able to attend the
Thurs. complementary reception at the French
Embassy, nor the Sat. afternoon outing to the local
Virginia vineyards. I've been told, that even though
many couldn’t attend, it was a wonderful afternoon.
Chuck Schwam has included a report on the French
Embassy for this issue of the Gazette.

Inside This Issue


Report on the annual meeting



Recap of Picpus



“Ask and Answered” on Lafayette



Review of the evening at the French
Embassy



Dr. Crout’s eulogy of Len Panaggio.



A special report on an Inn that Lafayette
dined at which faces potential demise



Rededication of a Lafayette Monument in
Pennsylvania



Recap of Vergennes Day in Versailles

Continued on page 5

AFL Group Photo - Mt. Vernon
Newsletter 1 friendsoflafayette.org

Report from Picpus
by Myri a m Wa zé a nd Benoît Guizard

Like every year, an official Franco American
ceremony took place on July 4th at the cemetery of
Picpus in Paris, where General Lafayette and his
wife Adrienne are buried.

continued on page 2

AFL Members Enjoying Cocktails at Gatsby’s Tavern

Announcement
The American Friends
of Lafayette Annual
Meeting will be held in
Philadelphia, PA in
2013
More details to come in the next
issue

Organized by the Sons of the American Revolution,
the ceremony was attended by the American
Ambassador in France, Charles Rivkin, several
French officials and a number of associations
including the American Friends of Lafayette
represented this year by Caroline Lareuse. Total
attendance was around 200 people including a
detachment and band of the Garde Républicaine, a
handful of US marines in uniform, and a group of
about 50 American students visiting France under a
“People to People” program. See list of officials
below.
Other members of the AFL attending were Myriam
Wazé, Jean Marc Cresson, and Benoît Guizard.
The most moving moment was the change of the US
flag which flies over Lafayette’s tomb. A US flag has
been flying there ever since the visit of General
Pershing in 1917 (with the famous “Lafayette, nous
voici !” of Colonel Stanton) when one million
American soldiers came to help France in World
War 1. It kept flying there even during the German
occupation of Paris in World War 2!
A wreath on behalf of the American Friends of
Lafayette was laid by Caroline.
Ambassador Charles Rivkin made a wonderful
speech in French, recalling the great deeds and
ideals of Lafayette, and emphasizing the unique
friendship between the two countries. He finished
with the last lines of Walt Whitman’s “O Star of
France”:
“Again thy star, O France—fair, lustrous star,
In heavenly peace, clearer, more bright than ever,
Shall beam immortal”.

Continued on page 9
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A Visit to the French Embassy
By Chuck Schwam

Twenty members of the American Friends of Lafayette gathered at the front gate of the French Embassy
At 11:00 am on Thursday, June 14th 2012. All were anxiously waiting for the exclusive Embassy tour and
reception to begin. The short wait proved to be a great opportunity for everyone to get reacquainted and share
pleasantries. It also gave us a unique chance to meet three new AFL members; Barbara Bayless, Jürgen Vsych
and Ingrid Wood.
AFL member Jean-Pierre Collet walked out of the Embassy and warmly greeted us at the gate. Mr. Collet
arranged the day’s festivities and traveled from Pittsburgh to welcome us. Mr. Collet is a pillar amongst the
French community, receiving the French Legion of Honor. Interestingly, the city of Pittsburgh has named a day in
his honor.
The lovely Marie-Claire Laffon-Gabriel, the Consul General’s assistant, conducted our tour. The tour
started outside the Embassy where we admired the grounds and a huge abstract sculpture.
Once inside the Embassy, Ms. Laffon-Gabriel escorted us on a behind-the- scenes visit of several rooms
and offices. We saw two restaurants…a cafeteria style with many culinary delights and another more elegant
eatery. We were able visit an extensive library and a large auditori um.
But the pinnacle of the tour was a large version of Louis Charles-Auguste Couder’s painting The Siege of
Yorktown. The painting was situated in a very handsome foyer and admired by all. Seeing Washington and
Lafayette’s image in the Embassy was a very special moment.
We were then ushered into a conference room where we were pleased to see a table of champagne and
snacks. After a few moments the Consul General de France himself, the honorable Olivier Serot Alméras, joined
us.
It was there that the Consul General spoke to us about the long history and friendship between our two
countries. He then led us all in a champagne toast to that friendship. He concluded by reciting a quote by
Lafayette himself, after which I presented the Consul General with an AFL pin and our thanks for a wonderful
visit.
Much thanks should be heaped upon Jean-Pierre Collet for organizing this once in a lifetime experience.

French Silk Masonic Apron gifted to Lafayette from
Washington

AFL Members Enjoying a Beautiful Day at Mt. Vernon
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Ordinary from below article- Summerton Historic District- Suffolk City
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/Cities/Suffolk/133-5256_somerton_hd_Photographs.htm

Lafayette 1825 Dinner Location
Threatened
In February, 1825, General Lafayette arrived in the
town of Suffolk, Virginia, for a brief visit. His
entourage was met six or seven miles outside of the
town by a large group of admiring citizens who
accompanied Lafayette to the Castle Inn where he
spent the night.
Dinner was served at six at the Nansemond County
Courthouse, catered by the Holladay Hotel across
Main Street from the court house.
At nine-thirty the next morning, the party set out for Murfreesboro, North Carolina.
The North Carolina delegation met the Suffolk citizens at the village of Somerton where the group was served dinner
at 2 pm at Washington Smith's Ordinary.
Lafayette continued to Murfreesboro where he stayed at the Indian Queen Tavern.
All save one of the buildings associated with this brief visit have disappeared through the years --a disastrous fire
destroyed the Castle Inn, the Nansemond County Courthouse, and the Holladay Hotel in 1837 and the Indian Queen is
also gone. Only Washing ton Smith's Ordinary has survived almost untouched through the years, but it is now
threatened to be demolished by the City of Suffolk.
The original Ordinary and its slightly later addition were probabl y built just a few years before Lafayette's visit to the
hamlet of Somerton. The Somerton Historic District is on the Virginia and National Registers of Historic Places in the
city of Suffolk.
Owned privately and occupied until just recently, the original portion of the Ordinary is solid and virtually unchanged
from its early use as a tavern. However, the deteriorated condition of the addition, when brought to the attention of
the City of Suffolk, precipitated an order for extensive repairs to be made within 30 days or the City would demolish
the entire building, sending the bill to the property owners who are descendants of the tavernkeeper, Washington
Smith.
Under extreme time and financial constraints, the owners took the advice of engineers and builders who evaluated the
addition as unsalvagable and have begun to dismantle it. The owners are preserving all the architectural elements, as
well as documenting the details of demolition at every step. As an incentive to preserve this extremely important
building, Preservation of Historic Suffolk, Inc., contributed $5000 to the owners.
The owners believe that their expenses to save the building from demolition by the City of Suffolk will be in excess of
$50,000. The City has put the demolition order on hold subject to the owners' clear determination to bring the
building up to their expectations. The owners would entertain an offer for the house and its one-third acre lot so that
the building can be restored to once again act as the principal and pivotal building in Somerton and as a preeminent
historic landmark in the City of Suffolk.
Photographs of some buildings in the Somerton Historic District can be found at
http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/Cities/Suffolk/133-5256_somerton_hd_Photographs.htm.
For further comments and questions please contact the author and innkeeper, William Cole, at 209 Ambler Street
Yorktown, Virginia 23690 or by phone at 757-887-8800.
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Recap of Annual Meeting

continued from page 1

Most of the members and guests started to arrive at the Hampton Inn several hours before the start of the Thurs.
night meeting. By the way, the accommodations were excellent. Everyone was on their own for dinne r. I chose a
burger and beer place located on Rt 1. It hit the spot after a long drive from NY. By 7:30 PM, most of us were
mingling in the previously set up conference room. There were coolers of beer, soda and water. There was a table
set up with red and white wine. Also on this table was Lafayette's special rice cake, prepared by Claire Ravosa.
Handouts were available explaining its history and how it was made. Carmino Ravosa gave us some interesting
information about Madeira wine. This type of wine was one of George Washington's favorites. There is a good
possibility that Washington and Lafayette drank this wine together. I've since found out, that this particular wine
was used to toast the signing of the Declaration of Independence, as well as other spe cial events.
Chuck Schwam opened the meeting with a heartfelt welcome to all. The room was filled. Great turnout. I'm told
60 members, plus guests, were in attendance. Detailed handouts, explaining the weekend's itinerary were
distributed. Chuck explained details concerning the next days activities.
Our first two guest speakers were George Alwin, WM(Worship Master) of the Mt. Nebo Masonic Lodge in
Shepherdstown, WVa, and Mark A. Tabbert, Director of Collections, at the George Washington Masonic National
Memorial. These two independent presentations were to educate us about freemasonry and how it pertains to
the Washington/Lafayette connection, particularly, the so called "Lost" Washington/Lafayette Apron. This historic
and symbolic Masonic apron was recently loaned to Mount Vernon. We were going to have a private viewing of
this special apron the next day. This French made silk Masonic apron was presented to George Washington by
Lafayette in 1784 at Mount Vernon, when he returned to America after the Revolution. It's a fascinating story.
Mr. Alwin told us the entire story, as he knows it, of how the apron wound up in the Mt. Nebo Lodge, and
subsequently, found its way to Mount Vernon. Mr. Alwin distributed a handout containing six pictures related to
the apron. One of those pictures is the earliest known photograph of the Washington/Lafayette Apron. Mr.
Tabbert piggybacked Mr. Alwin's presentation. He was very instrumental in authenticating the apron. There was a
lot of discussion surrounding Mount Vernon's version of its provenance(chronology of ownership or location of a
historical object). There was an explanation of the George Washington Freemason print displayed at the meeting.
This particular Masonic print shows George Washington wearing the apron. It al so contains portraits of Lafayette
and Andrew Jackson. Between these two distinguished guests, we learned a great deal about, not only the apron,
but also, Washington and Lafayette's connections in the Freemason Society. Both speakers did an excellent job.
They certainly prepared us for our greatly anticipated viewing the next day.
The next guests were our very own Albert and Barbara McJoynt. They live on what was at one time part of
Washington's estate. How cool is that! Barbara briefed us on some intere sting facts about the Mount Vernon
estate and the historical area we were in. She specifically highlighted the Westgate view of the main house at
Mount Vernon. After the meeting, I asked Albert how I could get to the Westgate by jogging. He provided me
with a Google map he had. Saturday morning I jogged to this very interesting, mostly unknown, viewing area of
the main house. Incidentally, this is the very spot where everyone would have entered and departed Mount
Vernon, including Washington and Lafayette. It was one of many highlights experienced by me this weekend.
Last, but certainly not least, was the always wonderful performance of Carmino Ravosa on the keyboard, We
were provided with lyrics to his songs. He opened up with "Lafayette, We Salute You". F rom there we sang along
to almost a dozen other Lafayette related songs. We ended up again with "Lafayette, We Salute You". Carmino is
extremely passionate about his Lafayette performances. We thoroughly enjoyed it. Kudos to Carmino.
.

After a few last minute reminders about the next day, we adjourned for night caps. It was a great beginning to
what would become a wonderful weekend. Everyone seemed to be very excited about the next day's activities.
Great job Chuck!
Continued on page 6
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…from page 5

The next day, FRI. 6/15, was a beautiful sunny day, without humidity. Certainly, a perfect weather day for our
planned activities. We started with a complimentary breakfast at the hotel. It was a good chance to chit-chat with
various members before our tour day began. We left the hotel for Mount Vernon at 8:30(sharp):) Our wonderful bus
driver, Paul, executed a tricky maneuver with the bus, to get us headed in the right direction. It was only a short four
mile drive to Washington's estate. When we arrived, we were greeted by John Marshall, our designated tour guide
for special guests. We gathered in the Ford Orientation Center, where he explained a little bit about himself and
some of what we were about to see. He was, not only an excellent guide, but also a professional gentleman, with a
great sense of humor. We were fortunate to have gained access to some wonderful behind the scenes areas. We
were split into three groups to facilitate time constraints. We were given very professional, knowledgeable and
interesting briefings on collections, archaeology and preservation, by conservators and curato rs in their labs. We
viewed artifacts that were being identified and restored. Most of these items will eventually be displayed in either
the Museum and Education Center, or the actual Mansion itself. We were able to see some interesting pieces, such
as, pottery items(pots, jugs) found during an archaeological dig of the South Grove midden(trash). We also learned
about the project to uncover old post hole areas, in order to determine and recreate fencing. In the preservation lab
we were briefed on the preservation process and how it applied to several pieces being restored, such as, fireplace
andirons(two iron/metal(brass), three legged pieces, used to hold firewood above the fireplace chamber). There was
also a very old ornate European clock(without the timing mechanism). Excellent presentations. Obviously for us, the
highlight of the behind the scenes tour was the viewing of the Washington/Lafayette Apron. The presentation was
given by curator, Susan Schoelwer. She shared with us more details about this very interesting and intriguing apron,
and how it returned to Mount Vernon. It was a very special display for us. We were permitted to take non -flash
pictures. This apron is an incredible historical artifact.
From there, we all joined up again with John Marshall to begin our Mansion tour. On the way, we stopped at the
greenhouse and gardens. John told us about the greenhouse history. It seems that some of the bricks in the
greenhouse were from the White House when it was burned down during the War of 1812. We then proceeded to
the Mansion, where we handed off to other tour guides, who took us through the main house. Naturally, we couldn't
thank John enough. Although everything was extremely interesting, I'll mention some specific points of interest.
First, was the central passage, where the famous key to the Bastille was displayed on the wall in its original wood and
glass case. As you know, this key was sent to Washington at Mount Vernon by Lafayette in 1790. Interesting note: it
was delivered by Thomas Paine. Second, was the Lafayette room on the second floor, including a portrait of
Lafayette. Lafayette would stay there when he visited. Third, was the master bedroom, where Washington died
12/14/1799. Fourth, Washington's den, where there were many items of interest, notably, his presidential chair.
Finally, was the east lawn, with its beautiful peacefulness and breathtaking view of the Potomac. We gathered here
for a group picture. Another interesting fact was, that the Mount Vernon's Ladies Association, in 1940, purchased
750 acres, directly across the river in Maryland, to preserve the view. How visionary. We then went to the Mount
Vernon Inn (on the property) for a very nice lunch with dessert. It was here that we said good bye to George Alwin
and his associate Jim Keller. Lapel pins were exchanged, after Chuck and Rob thanked them for their time and effort.
After lunch, there was a little time to meander and visit the gift shop. All in all, it was a great morning, and wonderful
way to start the day. From here we boarded the bus, for our trip to Washington DC.
The trip into DC was quick and uneventful. Once again, our bus driver, Paul, was very good at maneuvering around.
He dropped us off several blocks from our next stop, the Library of Congress. Jean Hultgren and Caroline Lareuse had
to leave us. We later found out that our friendly bus driver drove them to Union Station to catch a train to New
Jersey. We leisurely walked to the Library of Congress. After passing through security, we were ushered into a pri vate
room. There we were separated into two groups for our private tour of this very special building(Jefferson Building).
There was the elevator group and the stairway group.
Conti nued on page 7
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This is the National Library, the depository for thousands of books. It all started with the library of Thomas Jefferson.
This awesome structure is amazing, with its classical architecture and elaborate paintings. It features the Great Hall,
done by American painters and sculptors; the Reading Room, with portrait statues and a gold plated dome; the
special Bible exhibit, displaying the Giant Bible of Mainz(written manuscript) and the Gutenberg Bible(movable type).
Our excellent tour guide, treated us to a very special visit to the Members of Congress Room. This room is quiet, has
11' oak walls, non-working fireplaces and very large electrical sconces(first of their kind). Following our very
impressive tour, we were escorted back to the private room. It was there that we enjoyed a private viewing of
several Washington and Lafayette related original documents and letters. A very knowledgeable Library
Administrator explained them to us. While we were examining these precious documents, the very distinguished
Librarian of the Library of Congress, Dr. James Billington, honored us with his presence. He has been the Librarian
since 1987. He has been very instrumental in the development of relations between the US and France. He
elaborated on his visit to La Grange. It was there that he and his team poured through the voluminous documents
and letters discovered in the 1950's. These documents are now on microfilm, and available in the Library of
Congress. Robert Crout had an opportunity to talk with him after our visit. It was such an honor and pleasure to have
Dr. Billington take time out of his very busy day to greet and address us. Special thanks to Dr. Colleen Shogan
(Congressional Research Service), who was very helpful in arranging both our visit, and more specifically, our
audience with Dr. Billington.
Our next, and final private tour of the day was the House Chamber in the US Capitol. We walked the short distance
to the south side entrance. Once again, we went through security, before we were escorted up a private stairway to
the floor of the House Chamber. This is the place where all legislation starts. It is also well known for the President's
State of the Union. We sat in the very seats that the members of the House Representatives sit in. It was interesting
to see the electronic boxes used for casting 'nay' or 'yea' votes. Historian, Dr. Matthew Wasniewski, and Curator, Dr.
Farar Elliot, addressed us. The rostrum is made of oak, replacing the old marble. As most of us know, The American
flag hangs behind the speaker's chair. The bronze fasces( bundle of wooden sticks, with an axe blade emerging from
the center) that adorn each side of the flag, symbolize Roman civic authority. Dr. Elliot went into detail about the two
full length, life size portraits which are on both sides of the rostrum. If you are look ing at the rostrum, Washington is
on your left, and our very own Lafayette is on your right. Lafayette is an Ary Scheffer portrait that was given to
Congress as a gift. Lafayette was the first foreign dignitary to address a meeting of Congress. This occurred in 1824,
during his "Host of the Nation" tour. Supposedly, the portrait arrived one month after his address. There is an other
one hanging in La Grange(I've seen it). It was very special to have this opportunity to not only be in the lower
chamber viewing all this, but most fortunate to have these House Chamber experts address us. At the conclusion of
our guided tour, Dr. Elliot was given a copy of Alan Hoffman's book, "Lafayette in America in 1824 and 1825". For
those of you who may not know, this is a journal of Lafayette's voyage to the US. It was written by Auguste
Levasseur, Private Secretary to General Lafayette during his trip. Alan translated the journal. It's a remarkable book.
A must read. A copy of this book will also be sent to Dr. Wasniewski.
This concluded our very aggressive, informative, educational, well managed and most enjoyable tour day. I cannot
stress enough the work that went into making this day possible. As you can tell, we were afforded access to many
places and people , not normally available. All of this accomplished within an eight hour day. Quite a feat. Special
thanks to those responsible, especially, Chuck, Bonnie, Rob and Colleen.
After another walk to the bus from the capitol, we were on our way back to the hotel. The tri p back took a little
longer due to afternoon traffic. Once we arrived at the hotel, it was a quick turn around to the Gadsby Tavern for our
last event of the day. Most everyone made it to there by 6:30 PM.
Conti nued on page 8
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The Gadsby Tavern Museum, in Alexandria, VA. was an excellent choice to have our dinner. It is two joined buildings.
One is an 18th century tavern, and the other a City Hotel. We had our cocktail hour in the lovely open court yard.
Small groups were taken through the museum by period dressed characters. One of the highlights was standing in
the ballroom where Washington was hosted at birthnight balls. This is the same room where Lafayette would have
been feted in 1824. Then it was known as Clagett's. Lafayette would re turn to the tavern in 1825. Sometime after
7:00 PM, we were all seated for dinner. Due to the large turnout, we were split into two different rooms. The meal
and the service was very good. Everyone seemed to enjoy themselves, Toward the end of the dinner w e were
treated to the appearance of a well known guest. It was the General Marquis de Lafayette himself( Ben Goldman).
He was very well received. He spoke with a very good accent. His knowledge of himself and his time in America was
very good. This was a nice touch. Finally, the evening's event ended with our guest speaker, Dr. Sylvia Neely,
Associate Professor of History at Penn State University. We managed to fit everyone into the larger of the two
rooms, for her lecture. She spoke at length about Lafayette's role in the French Revolution, which just happens to be
the subject of her next book. She was very interesting. She was also very professional and composed, considering it
was over crowded and somewhat hot. Not to mention the waiter coming and going. Excellent presentation by Dr.
Neely. It was a fine ending to a fabulous day.
Once again, I can't say enough about the persons who put this well organized event together. I think I can speak for
all who participated. Chuck, Bonnie, Rob, Colleen and anyone else who helped during this exciting and memorable
weekend, Thank you so much.
With regard to the next day's business meeting, I'll let the minutes address that. Suffice it to say, the meeting went
well. It was decided that next year's meeting will be in Philadelphia. Also, I am honored to have been selected to the
Board of Governors, replacing Jean Hultgren. I look forward to serving the Officers, the Board and the membership.
Thank you.
Looking forward to seeing a lot of you in October in Yorktown. VA.
Au revoir,
Vive la memoire de Lafayette,
Jerry Meekins

The Mt. Vernon
Archaeology Department
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Report From Picpus continued from page 2
The Duke of Noailles, President of the Sons of the American Revolution French Chapter, responded that when France
and America act together only great things can happen. He also thanked Ambassador Rivkin for giving a US flag
which has flown over the US Capitol.
Both national anthems were played by the military band, and attendees went on to sign the guest book.
After the ceremony AFL members in attendance, ie Caroline, Myriam, Jean Marc, and Benoît met together and had a
great time in a local café nearby.
List of official representatives:
- Monsieur le Duc de Choiseul Praslin Président de la société des Cincinnati de France,
- Monsieur le Duc de Noailles Président de la société en France des Fils de la Révolution Américaine,
- Madame Simonard régente d’Etat de la société nationale des Filles de la Révolution Américaine,
- Madame Caroline Lareuse représentant de la société des « American Friends of Lafayette ».
- Son excellence Monsieur Charles RIVKIN ambassadeur des Etats-Unis
- Madame Blumenthal maire du 12ème arrondissement de Paris et représentant la Mairie de Paris,
- Monsieur le général Kapfer représentant le Président du Sénat,
- Monsieur le Général Dary Gouverneur militaire de Paris représentant le chef de l’Etat, Président de la
République
Special note to members coming to Paris:
The Picpus cemetery is really worth visiting. Originally the land was acquired by Lafayette’s wife because this is
where several beheaded members of her family had been buried in a mass grave during the revolution, and she
wanted to offer them a decent and lasting resting place. She and her husband also decided that they would be
buried there. Not only will you see the tomb of Gilbert and Adrienne, and the US flag flying over it, but also a very
moving chapel where the names and occupations of 1300 victims of the great terror are written on the walls. Do not
hesitate to sign the guest book at the entrance of the chapel.
The premises are privately owned, but open to the public from 2 pm to 6 pm every day except Mondays. You may
want to check these opening hours, as they can vary with time, by calling the curator, Mr Jean Jacques Faugeron, tel
01 43 44 18 54. The address is 35 rue de Picpus, 75012 Paris. Metro station: Nation (Eastern part of downtown Paris).
Do mention that you are a member of the AFL.

AFL Wreath on Lafayette’s Tomb

Caroline Lareuse, the Duke of Noailles, and
Ambassador Charles Rivkin
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Official representatives being recognized

Have a Question? Ask the American Friends of Lafayette
QUESTION:

ANSWER:

Dear Friends of Lafayette:
I found your web site very interesting and
informative.
Perhaps you can answer a question for me.
With regard to "Lafayette we are here", supposedly
said at the Picpus Cemetery on July 4, 1917:
-I see one source saying that Pershing said it;
another states that Pershing said it in June before
the Picpus event; another source quotes some junior
U.S.Army press officer saying that Pershing did say it
first in June and that the press officer was 20 feet
away when Pershing said it; yet another source says
Pershing personally denied ever saying anything so
grand; another source says that Charles Stanton said
it at the end of a small speech in English at Picpus
Cemetery on July 4, 1917; another source says that
Stanton said it on July 4, 1917 at Picpus but in
French, giving "Lafayette nous voila"as the words
(which I believe is not the correct French); and
another source says that Stanton on July 4, 1917 at
Picpus Cemetery stepped forward, gave a snappy
salute to Lafayette's tomb and said "Lafayette nous
voici" (which I believe would be the correct French).
So, my question is: What is the truth?

The best source is General Pershing himself in
Volume I of his memoir entitled "My Experiences
in the World War” published in 1931. See pages
91-93. At page 93, the General clearly states that,
although he wishes it were otherwise, it was
Colonel Stanton to whom "must go the credit for
coining so happy and felicitous phrase." In the
paragraph in which he says this about the
occasion on July 4, 1917., Pershing puts the
phrase Lafayette, we are here!, in quotes and
italics. One can therefore reasonably infer that it
was spoken in English, not French. I will not join
the debate about whether voila or voici is a
correct translation of what was said but will only
comment that persons with more detailed and
comprehensive knowledge of the language than I
have have argued opposite sides of the question. I
hope this helps. Best, Alan Hoffman
-

Alan Hoffman

Thank you for your help.
Sincerely,
George J. Hubbs
ghubbs@comcast.net
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AFL Business Meeting
Alan Hoffman
Chuck Schwam
Rob Raffety

Photo of the gate out front of the
Embassy of France

Lafayette himself decided to drop by to tell
some stories and have a drink.
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Lafayette Monument
Rededicated in Lafayette Hill,
PA.

Recap of Vergennes Day in
Versailles
By Benoit Guizard

By Rudy Cusumano
The Lafayette Monument at St. Peter’s Lutheran
Church in Lafayette Hill, PA held a Rededication
Ceremony on September 6th, 2011.
Giving the introduction to the ceremony was member
Rudy Cusumano. Below, please find his remarks.
“The historic event: A rededication of the Lafayette
Monnument. Thanks to all of you here today for your
support of Whitemarsh Township on day we
rededicate this monument on the birthday celebration
of General Lafayette. He is 254 years old today born
September 6th, 1757. Bonne anniversaire ! Happy
birthday to the Marquis!
This monument is a very special souvenir . The cost of
the transfer from the HSMC property in Norristown to
St. Peter’s Lutheran church was donated to the church
by my wife Diane and I on behalf of the American
Friends of Lafayette. It is a stone memorial which at
one time designated the area of his encampment which
was originally funded and erected by the Historical
Society of Montgomery County on the property of
Henry Hellings on Ridge Pike at Barren Hill in 1897.
On May 21st , 1898, the HSMC dedicated the
monument. We are happy to have with us officers of
the HSMC for this rededication. Thank you
wholeheartedly for your support.
During 1928 there was a sesquicentennial celebration
of the monument which attracted 10,000 visitors to
White Marsh. Parking was provided for 8000
automobiles. Two hundred school children attended
the event to witness the anniversary.
The memorial was moved to the HSMC when the
Masonic Village was under construction in the year
2000. Its final transfer was accomplished on August
16th this year from the HSMC to its final resting place.
Today, the stone memorial rests in peace where it
belongs: This ceremony today is significant because
the monument also honors the heroic American
soldiers and the Iroquis Oneida Indians who were part
of a scouting party commanded by Captain Allan
McLane. Just a few yards from here in the cemetery
are the remains of six Iroquis Oneida Indians buried
near the burial site of an American soldier, all of them
casualties of arguably the greatest escape in the
Revolutionary War.
Continued on page 13…

The Vergennes day in Versailles on February 13th.
was very well organized by Jacques de Trentinian, and
was extremely interesting. It was only one day in 5
that spread over Paris, Versailles, Angers, and
Saumur, on the occasion of the 225th anniversary of
Vergennes' death.
The attendance Monday was, I would say, 2/3
Americans and 1/3 French, almost all members of the
SAR's, DAR's or Cincinnati. Among them were
Charles Philippe de Vergennes, descendent of the
Comte, and Helie de Noailles, President of the SAR's
in Europe. I was the only AFL member attending, and
during the lunch break Jacques kindly introduced me
to the group as the AFL representative.
The day started with a church service at Notre Dame
de Versailles. We then had a private visit of the Salon
de Diane at the old Ministry of War, contemplating
superb paintings of the Guerre de Sept Ans (French
and Indian War) by the father of Pierre L'Enfant. It
was followed by a visit of the Library of the city of
Versailles, which used to be the Ministry of Foreign
Affaires at the time of Vergennes, with a welcome
speech by the deputy mayor in charge of cultural
affairs. The main rooms have been kept in the same
condition ever since the building was erected.
After lunch we had a very interesting lecture by
François Briard, President of the Institut Vergennes,
on the following question: should Charles de
Vergennes be considered a founding father of the
United States? It was fascinating to hear how
Vergennes managed to handle the war of
independence on the French side, convincing first his
king to go ahead, and then most European crowns to
be either allies or neutral in this huge military
operation which involved 100, 000 French soldiers,
altogether (70,000 seamen and 30,000 infantry), of
which 13,000 died in action (I did not know the
figures were that high, perhaps I should check this
with Robert). The name of Lafayette was of course
quoted several times.
We finished the day at the private apartment of
Vergennes in the Versailles Palace, which has been
wonderfully restored and where we could imagine
Deane, Franklin, and other famous Americans coming
to discuss present and future issues of the French
American alliance.
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…from page 12

The main reason the shrine deserves the honor to
remain on this site is for all Americans to be
reminded of the miraculous event that makes one
wonder if St. Peter was Lafayette’s guardian angel.
His responsibility was awesome. At Valley Forge,
General Washington ordered Lafayette and a
detachment of 2200 troops to spy on the British in
Philadelphia. Lafayette chose Barren Hill as the
best spot to begin his mission. He gave spies
instructions to infiltrate British HQ to discover
their military intentions. But British spies
discovered the plan. Immediately, British
commander General Sir William Howe sent 16,000
of the world’s best troops to capture him at the
churchyard of St. Peter’s Lutheran Church. He and
four other generals were among the ablest and
most experienced tacticians of both sides of the
War for Independence. They planned a brilliant
strategy to trap and capture the Marquis. When
Lafayette learned that the British and Hessians had
him surrounded, his troops were in a panic.

But the boy wonder kept his cool. Behaving as
Washington’s Superbowl QB, he pulled off a fake
counter attack from the churchyard. The tactic caused
the enemy the hesitation and time he needed to move
his detachment quickly to Madsen’s Ford and to safety
across the Schuylkill River into West Conshohocken.
Having lost their quarry, the British and Hessian troops
were deeply embarrassed and angry at themselves for
their failure.
Lafayette returned to Valley Forge mission
accomplished. The British commander Howe evacuated
his army from Philadelphia on June 18th and a
delighted American commander Washington reoccupied
the city on June 19th, 1778.

Rudy and Diane Cusumano at Lafayette Monument Rededication Ceremony
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Dr. Robert Crout’s Eulogy of former
AFL Member, Len Panaggio
My AFL friends,
Len Panaggio was probably singlehandedly
responsible for the survival of the AFL through
the early 1980's. He took over the Gazette
upon the death of the previous editor, planned
the annual meetings for decades, and
managed the day-to--day affairs. He was a
workhorse into his nineties! Though his health
has been failing for some years now, as long as
he could, he was there at the annual meeting
every year and eager to help whenever it was
needed.
All of us who have been involved with the AFL
for over two decades felt a kinship to him, and
when the Panaggio brothers and wives turned
out, it was a primal force in the operation of
this group.

We shall deeply miss his energy and his
encouragement. Our thoughts and prayers
are with Monique and his family at this
time. He was our friend. What more can
I say?

The American Friends of
Lafayette are committed to
remembering those members who
have passed away. Please keep in
your thoughts:

The American Friends of Lafayette
Farinon College Center
Box 9463
Lafayette College
Easton, PA 18042-1798

First Class Mail
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Len Panaggio
Pat Panaggio
Louise Gruber

The Gazette of the American Friends of Lafayette

