
1

What would 
Lafayette 

Wear?

1820s Historical Clothing Review & 
Reproduction Resources

Presented by 
Carrie Midura and Derek Heidemann

Old Sturbridge Village 



Women’s Dress
in the 1820s

Carrie Midura

Coordinator of Historical Clothing & Households

Old Sturbridge Village

Welcoming Lafayette



A Visit 200 Years in the Making
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Under it all
Shifts & Chemises
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Linen shift, early 19th century, OSV: 
https://collections.osv.org/object-26-26-65 

Hand-sewn linen chemise, early19th century, V&A: 
collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O327719/shift-unknown/ 

Detail from The Workwoman’s Guide, 1838

https://collections.osv.org/object-26-26-65
https://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O327719/shift-unknown/


Support
Stays & Corsets
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Corset, early 19th century, OSV: 
https://collections.osv.org/object-26-36-15 

BOOKS

Needle & Thread (OSV) 
early 19c corset

Corsets and Crinolines (Waugh)
late 1820s stays

Stays and Corsets (Barrington)
early 1820s stays

PATTERNS & GARMENTS

Genesee Country Village & Museum
www.gcv.org/historic-pattern-database/ 

Soft Corset With Blue Thread Pattern

Laughing Moon Mercantile
https://www.laughingmoonmercantile.com/

Ladies Regency and Romantic Era Corset

RedThreaded 
https://redthreaded.com/ 

1810s Regency long stays (pattern, garment)
1830s stays (pattern, garment)

https://collections.osv.org/object-26-36-15
http://www.gcv.org/historic-pattern-database/
https://www.laughingmoonmercantile.com/
https://redthreaded.com/


Proper Shape
Petticoats, Bustles, & Bums

Illustration, The Book of  English Trades, 1824Linen bodice petticoat, early 19c. 
Metropolitan Museum of Art:  
metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/81577 

Cotton Petticoat, early 19c. 
MFA Boston: 
/collections.mfa.org/objects
/49958 

Patterns

Laughing Moon 
Mercantile

https://www.laug
hingmoonmercan

tile.com/
115 Ladies 

Regency Corset & 
Chemise

132 Ladies 
Regency Bodiced 

Petticoat, Bum 
Roll & Pocket

http://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/81577
https://collections.mfa.org/objects/49958
https://collections.mfa.org/objects/49958
https://www.laughingmoonmercantile.com/
https://www.laughingmoonmercantile.com/
https://www.laughingmoonmercantile.com/


Fashions
Dresses & Gowns
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Cylinder printed cotton dress and collar, c.1825. 
OSV: https://collections.osv.org/object-26-33-190a-b 

Suggested Pattern: Laughing Moon 137 Ladies' Regency Pelisse and Spencer

https://collections.osv.org/object-26-33-190a-b


Fashions
Dresses & Gowns
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Cylinder printed cotton dress and collar, c.1825. 
OSV: https://collections.osv.org/object-26-33-190a-b 

Suggested Pattern: Laughing Moon 137 Ladies' Regency Pelisse and Spencer

https://collections.osv.org/object-26-33-190a-b


Fashions
Dresses & Gowns
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Silk dress with piped self-fabric trimming, c.1820. 
OSV: https://collections.osv.org/object-26-33-132 

Suggested Pattern(s): Laughing Moon 138 Ladies Regency Gown or Black Snail 422 Evening Dress

https://collections.osv.org/object-26-33-132


Fashions
Dresses & Gowns
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Silk and wool surplus front dress, 1820-1825. 
OSV: https://collections.osv.org/object-26-33-51  

Suggested Pattern: Truly Victorian 455 1830s Dress (sleeves only)

https://collections.osv.org/object-26-33-51


Fashions
Dresses & Gowns
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Silk Wedding Dress, 1824. MET Museum
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/159502 

Fashion plate, 1824. MET Museum. 
https://libmma.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/coll
ection/p15324coll12/id/3697/rec/73 

https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/159502
https://libmma.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15324coll12/id/3697/rec/73
https://libmma.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15324coll12/id/3697/rec/73


Fashions
Dresses & Gowns
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Suggested Pattern(s): Black Snail Patterns #0422 Empire / Regency evening dress 



Embroidery
Pattern Sources
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Patterns of Perfections
Embroidery designs from Lady’s Magazine
https://ladysmagazine.omeka.net/ 

1823 Embroidery Design
Romantic Recollections
https://romanticrecollections.com/ 

https://ladysmagazine.omeka.net/
https://romanticrecollections.com/


Heads Above
Caps, Hats & Bonnets
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Embroidery template for cap, OSV
https://collections.osv.org/object-22-12-411 

Cotton cap, 1820s, MFA Boston
https://collections.mfa.org/objects/313751 

Embroidered net cap, c1825. MFA Boston: 
https://collections.mfa.org/download/115586 

https://collections.osv.org/object-22-12-411
https://collections.mfa.org/objects/313751
https://collections.mfa.org/download/115586


Heads Above
Caps, Hats & Bonnets
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Straw bonnet 1820-1830, OSV: 
https://collections.osv.org/object-65-1-11 

Straw hat with silk ribbons, c.1825. OSV: 
https://collections.osv.org/object-65-1-9 

https://collections.osv.org/object-65-1-11
https://collections.osv.org/object-65-1-9


Fancy Details
Collars, Capes, & VanDykes
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VanDyke with VanDyke edging, 1820-1840. OSV: 
https://collections.osv.org/object-26-54-233 Detail from The Workwoman’s Guide, 1838

https://collections.osv.org/object-26-54-233


Stepping Out
Slippers, Shoes, Booties
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Silk slippers,. Museum of Applied Arts  & Sciences: 
https://collection.maas.museum/object/239613 

Cotton and leather side laced booties, OSV: 
https://collections.osv.org/object-26-57-36a-b 

Dark brown Morocco slippers c.1820-1840, OSV: https://collections.osv.org/object-12-14-47a-b 

https://collection.maas.museum/object/239613
https://collections.osv.org/object-26-57-36a-b
https://collections.osv.org/object-12-14-47a-b


Cotton gingham parasol, OSV: 
https://collections.osv.org/object-
26-3-35

Printed leather gloves, French
Massachusetts Historical Society &
MET Museum

Jasperware and brass earrings, OSV: 
https://collections.osv.org/object-85-3-11a

Handknit cotton stockings, 
OSV:collections.osv.org/ob
ject-26-17-137a
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Burnley & Trowbridge                                                      Fig Leaf Patterns & Timely Tresses

Upcoming Workshops



Men’s Dress
in the 1820s

Derek Heidemann

Director of Collections and Research
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https://shop.osv.org/collections/books/products
/needle-thread

https://shop.osv.org/collections/books/products/needle-thread
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